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SOUTHERN GENERALS. 



GENERAL ROBERT EDMUND LEE. 



CHAPTER I. 

ImportJiDt Position held by General Lee.— A Sketch of his Life more needed m 
BeUil.— His Ancestors.— Bishop Meade*s Work on Old Virginia Families.— Thomas 
Le«.— Richard Henry and Francis Lightfoot Lee.— General Harry Lee.— Thanka of 
Congress to General Henry Lee.— Hia Children.— Bobert Edmund Lee. 

The subject of this memoir bears so important a part in the 
great political and national strife now unfortunately waging 
in our land, and his own personal position in the social and 
military world has been of so high a standing, that it seems 
necessary to enter more fully into the particulars of his life 
than may be deemed requisite as regards others. In common 
with several more well-known, and well-tried soldiers of rank, 
he has thought fit to take sides with his native South against 
the North in those sad disputes which have led to so much 
fearful blood and slaughter ; and his past reputation in the 
army and on the battlefield, has placed him at the head of all 
the forces arrayed in hostile attitude against the flag to which 
lie had formerly owned allegiance. Thus he is, and ever will 
be known, as the most prominent and important personage 
connected with all the military movements in the South, while 
boldly and persistently confronting the North. To his mil- 
itary skill and genius, to his calm and clear- thinking mind, his 
high moral and social status, and the family influence of his 
name, are undoubtedly due much of the strength of the South, 
and whatever success may*have been achieved. There may 
be, and indeed there are some others in the Confederate ranks, 
whose spirit — whose mind and body — also maintain and keep 
infusing new life within the sometimes flickering elements of 
opposition in the South, but the name of Z^^is in itself of ad- 
ditional weight to what they could bring forward. Of a Vir- 
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ginian family, whose members for more than two hundred 
years had been settled in the State, and some of whom had 
handed down to posterity names indissolubly connected with 
all that was bright, and glorious, and god-like in the cause of 
national freedom, besides being inseparably coupled with all 
to be esteemed in the mind and intellectual qualities of man, 
the present military Ck>mmander-in-chief of the Southern 
forces is one on whom all eyes turn, with more than ordinary 
interest, and whose influence is, perhaps, even greater than 
that of. the President of the Confederate States himself. To 
give, therefiare, any thing like a fair and impartial account of 
his life to the present time, is no slight nor easy task. "We 
have to forget the hostile position he has assumed towards the 
national power; and, keeping clear of all bias or feeling, save 
that of a desire to picture the truth wheresoever it be found, 
bear in mind that we are putting before the world the history 
of a man, himself distinguished from his youth by his own 
deeds, but distinguished equally as much by his close relation- 
ship to two of the signers of Independence — Richard Henry, 
and Francis Lightfoot Lee, — to the Ludwells, Corbins, and to 
that friend and eulogist of Washington, his own father. General 
Harry Lee. Thus, in this memoir, we must take up the man^ 
as well as the military chief in arms against the Government 
of the United States, and we must deal with the individual in 
his actions, and, as far as we can understand them, his motives, 
as well as the public events that are connected with his name. 
Nor must we forget that, in judging of the actions of our fel- 
low-men — especially of those holding a prominent position in 
the public eye — we ought always to take into consideration 
the circumstances by which they are surrounded, and which 
have often led them onward, almost irresistibly. Conse- 
quently, the various links which bind any man to a course of 
conduct, frequently, to all appearance, inexplicable, and some- 
times reprehensible, should be cafefuUy examined, when pla- 
cing him before the future in the position wherein he has be- 
come most prominent. It is not the passing hour that is to 
canvass what he does; hut it is the sons and daughters of 
another day than this sad and painful one, who will have to 
look at him and speak of him with a calmer and more impar- 
tial mind than can possibly now exist. To lead to this, to do 
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what present justice can be done to the individual, as well as 
to the great military chief, is the object of the following me- 
moir ; and, to begin this aright, we will briefly introduce some 
account of his family and their ancestors. 

In the reign of Charles I., of England, there lived in the 
county of Shropshire a good old family of the name of Lee. 
Induced, probably, by the flaming reports connected with the 
still very young colony of Virginia, then not more than a few 
years discovered, a member of this family, Richard Lee, went 
over there in an oflBoial appointment under the Governor. 
He was "a man of good stature, comely visage, enterprising 
genius, a sound head, vigorous spirit, and generous nature. 
When he got to Virginia, which at that time was not much 
cultivated, he was so pleased with the country that he made 
large settlements there with the servants he carried over.'"* 
Afterwards he made several voyages back to England, and on 
one occasion, possibly considering his return not certain, ^^ he 
gave all the lands he had taken up and settled at llis expense, 
to those servants he had fixed on them, some of whose de- 
scendants are now possessed of considerable estates there." 

Finally, however, he again visited the colony, bringing with 
him more followers, for whom a certain portion of land was 
granted him under the title of "Head Rights." lie now set- 
tled definitely in that part of Virginia called the "Northern 
Neck," and situated between the Rappahannock and Poto- 
mac rivers. Here, for a long time, he remained, acting as 
secretary to Sir Wm. Berkeley, the Governor, during that por- 
tion of English history which beheld the master genius of a 
powerful mind, in the person of Cromwell, triumphing over 
the injustice and tyranny of the unhappy Charles, and finally, 
when death took away the great Protector, saw the reinstate-^ 
nient of monarchy in the form of a dissolute and extravagant, 
thoughtless, young man. Lee, however, was faithful to his 
trust, and the loyal sentiments of his early days. With the 
Governor, he contrived to keep the colony firm in its allegi- 
ance, and made it so respected by opponents that a treaty 
was ratified in England, under Cromwell's hand, ranking it as 
an independent State ; and on the Restoration, having on its 

• Meade ; 137, Life of R H. Lee, p. 5. 
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arms the motto, En dot Virginia quintam^ changed since the 
Union of England and Scotland, to En dot Virginia quartam. 

Thus, even at the very commencement of the history of Vir- 
ginia, we see the name of Lee identified with some of its most 
important affairs, and, in a measure, forming part and parcel of 
the land. 

Kichard Lee had two sons, John and Richard. The first 
was educated at Oxford, and was so clever and learned, that 
he could have been promoted to high dignities in the Church, 
had not his father determined that all his children should set- 
tle in Virginia. Accordingly, John returned there, and died 
before the old man. 

Eichard Lee, the father, died and was buried in the land of 
his love and adoption, leaving behind him a numerous progeny, 
and thus, afterwards, endearing the soil to every member of 
the family name. 

Eichard Lee, the son, was even more learned, if possible, 
than his brother John. He "spent almost his whole life in 
study, and usually wrote his notes in Greek, Hebrew, or Latin 
— many of which are now in Virginia. He was of the Coun- 
cil, and also in other oflSces of honor and profit. " His wife 
was a Miss Corbin, of England, and by her he had five sons 
and one daughter. His death occurred in Virginia, about 
the year 1690.* 

Of the children of this Eichard Lee, the daughter married a 
Mr. William Fitzhugli, of Eagle's Nest, King George county, 
Virginia, — son of the first William Fitzhugh ; and from this 
union, a son — William Fitzhugh, of Chatham — was born. Of the 
sons of the second Eichard Lee, his eldest born, also a Eichard, 
went to England as a Virginia merchant, in partnership with 
his maternal uncle, Thomas Corbin. After a time he married 
a rich heiress. Miss Silk, and by her had one son, George, and 
two daughters, who, on their father's death, went to Virginia 
and married and intermarried, respectively, into the families 
of Womley, Fairfax, Corbin, and Turberville. The next son, 
Philip, went into Maryland, where his descendants are numer- 
ously and honorably found to the present day. The third 
son died a bachelor. The fourth was a Thomas, who married 

• MeaOt, p. 138. 
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f 

a Miss Hannah Ludwell, of whose family a word must be 
said. 

The Ludwells, according to Bishop Meade,* were an old and 
honorable family, allied by marriage to the famous Lord Francis 
Cottington, mentioned in Clarendon's History of the Rebellion. 
Two brothers, John and Philip, held high office here in the 
time of Charles H., the first in the Virginia Council, the 
second as Governor of Carolina, until, joining his brother, he 
married the widow of Sir William Berkeley, by whom he had 
a daughter (afterwards united to Colonel Parke, Governor of 
the Leeward Islands in the West Indies), and one son, Philip, 
The Ludwells had now acquired a considerable estate in Vir- 
ginia, and this son, Philip, married a Miss Harrison, who bore 
him two daughters and a boy. One of the daughters married 
a Colonel Grymes of Virginia : the other, Thomas Lee. As 
for the son, he ultimately married into the Grymes family, 
and went to England for his health, where he died without 
male issue, thereby leaving the name extinct. Three daugh- 
ters were, however, born to him, and these were considered 
heiresses of some wealth. 

We now return to Thomas Lee, who. by his marriage, had 
allied to his family name that of the Ludwells and the 
Grymes. 

Thomas Lee was a man of great parts and industry. Ho 
speedily learned the languages, without any assistance but his 
own genius, and became a tolerable adept in Greek and Latin ; 
but, being a younger brother, with many children and a 
small paternal estate, he felt the necessity of perseverance to 
acquire that fortune which would properly establish them in 
life- This he attained to some considerable extent, and, more- 
over, was appointed to the Council, of which he became presi- 
dent, — holding the position for many years, until his death. f 
He was one of the first of the leading men of the colony who 
turned their attention to our western wilds, and he employed 
an engineer of note to explore them, especially about the Ohio 
river. But he had the keen foresight to tell of the future 
disseverance of the American colonies from England, and even 
while President of the Council, said to a friend that such must 

• Mead£, p. 188. f Memoirs R. H. Lee, p 6. 
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inevitably be the case, and that "the seat of government 
would be located near the Little Falls of the Potomac river,'^ 
where he afterwards took up large tracts of land, which until 
lately were in possession of his de>cendants. His principal 
homestead, however, was at Stratford, where he had built a 
mansion, still standing in 1860, and considered "one of the 
most remarkable buildings in this country."* It appears that 
his original' dwelling had been burned by a serious fire, and, 
so great was the esteem in which he was held, that Govern- 
ment and merchants alike, and it is said even Queen Caroline, 
contributed towards the erection of another suitable mansion 
for him. Mr. Lossing, in his valuable "Field Book of the 
Revolution," says: "There is no structure in our country to 
compare with it. The walls of the first story are two and a 
half feet thick, and of the second story two feet, composed of 
brick imported from England. It originally contained about 
100 rooms. Besides the main building, there are four oflBces, 
one at each corner, containing fifteen rooms. The stables are 
capable of accommodating 100 horses. Its cost was about 
$80,000." 

Thomas Lee died in the year 1750, leaving six sons and two 
daughters, all well provided for in point of fortune. Of these 
children but a hasty notice can here be given, though they 
belong to a day when men and women were the sires and 
mothers of a people thenceforth a great nation in themselves. 
But we have no need to say much. Their names dwell in the 
history of their country's independence, and to that we refer 
for those details our space and our purpose here forbid us to 
give. 

Philip Ludwell Lee, the eldest born, succeeded his father, 
Thomas, at Stratford. He married a Miss Steptoe, and had 
two daughters, Matilda, who married her second cousin, the 
famous General Henry Lee of the Revolution (father of the 
subject of our present memoir), and Flora, who married her 
first cousin, Mr. Ludwell Lee, son of Richard Henry. 

The second son of Mr. Thomas Lee was Thomas Ludwell 
Lee, and he married a Miss Aylett. 

The third son was the Richard Henry just mentioned, who 

• Lossing, U., 217. 
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wafc born on the 2l8t January, 1782, and died on the 19th 
Jane, 1794. Educated, as was then customary, in England, 
it would have been supposed that his sentiments were any 
tiling but favorable to Hepublican ideas; but when, after 
various appointments, and after frequently uttering strong 
opinions as to the ueoessity for a severance from the mother 
country, he became a member of the first Continental Congress, 
his was the first voice to move a resolution on the 7th June, 
177H, " Tliat these united colonies are, and of right ought to 
be, free and independent States ; that they are absolved from 
all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political con- 
nection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and 
ought to be, totally dissolved." 

When this resolution was made public a son of his was at 
school in England, and one day a gentleman, standing by, 
asked his tutor, "What boy is tliis?" The professor replied, 
"He is the son of Richard Henry Lee, of America." The 
gentleman put his hand upon the boy's head, and said, " We 
shall yet see your father's head upon Tower Hill." The boy, 
however, promptly answered, ** You may have it when you 
can get it." That boy was the late Ludwell Lee, Esq , of 
Virginia.* 

Richard Henry Lee was married, first to Miss Aylett, by 
whom he had four children, Thomas, Ludwell, Mary, and Han- 
nah ; and secondly, to a Miss Pinkard, who bore him three 
daughter?, Harriet, Sally, and Anne. These children married 
into the families of Alexander, Washington, Turbeville, Maflit, 
and their cousins, the Lee's. 

The fourth son of Thomas Lee was Francis Lightfoot Lee, 
born October 14th, 1734; died, April, 1797. Like his brother, 
he was one of the signers of Independence, and his name also 
lives to posterity as a true patriot and good man. He married 
a Miss Rebecca Tuyloe, daughter of Colonel John Tayloe, of 
Richmond county. 

The fifth son was William, who settled in London, and 
became Sheriff and Alderman there, though effectively serving 
the American cause until war was declared, but ever after- 
wards remaining true to it in private. 

♦ Los9ing*$ Amerioans. p. 187. 
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The sixth son was Arthur Lee, who, " as a scholar, a writer^ 
a philosopher, a politician and diplomatist, was unsurpassed 
by none, and equalled by few of his contemporaries. The ser- 
vices rendered by him to his country as her minister, at foreign 
courts, were most valuable."* 

In the preceding brief extract of family history we have 
omitted to the last, mention of one branch, viz., Henry Lee, 
brother of Thomas, and fifth son of the second Richard Lee. 
This Henry Lee married a Miss Bland, and had several 
children, amongst whom was also a Henry (the third son), 
who was united to a Miss Grynies. From this marriage came 
five sons and three daughters. The eldest was called Henry, 
born January 29th, 1756, whose military career during the 
Revolution, and whose patriotism, as well as his personal 
friendship for Washington, are too well known to need dwelling 
upon here. The following synopsis of his history, however, 
as given by Mr. Lossing, may be interesting. 

Henry Lee was first educated by a private tutor, under his 
father's roof, and then sent to Princeton College, where, under 
the guidance of Dr. Witherspoon, he completed his studies, 
and graduated in 1774. Two years afterwards, Patrick Henry 
nominated him to the command of a cavalry company, raised 
in his native State, for Continental service, under the general 
command of Colonel Bland. In 1777, Lee's corps was placed 
under Washington's immediate control, and soon acquired a 
high character for discipline and bravery. Lee was speedily 
promoted, and, with his legion, performed many daring ex- 
ploits. In July, 1779, he captured a British fort at Paulus 
Hook, for which Congress gave him thanks and a gold medal. 
In November, 1780, Lee was promoted to Lieutenant-colonel, 
and early in 1781 joined the army under Greene in the Caro- 
Hnas. Here he performed efficient service for several mouths, 
the services of his legion being of vast importance, and himself 
ever in the front of success, as well as of danger. 

About the beginning of the year 1782 Lee returned to Vir- 
ginia from the battle of Eutaw Springs, and married Matilda, 
daughter of Philip Ludwell Lee, of Stratford. He resided 
there with his father-in-law, and, in 1786, was elected to a seat 

• Meade, p. 140. 
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in Congress. In 1791 he was made Governor of Virginia, 
and in 1794 was appointed by Washington to command the 
troops sent to quell what was called the Whiskey Insurrection, 
in Western Pennsylvania. In 1799 he was a member of the 
Federal Congress, and was chosen by that body to pronounce 
a fnneral oration on the death of Washington, in the House 
of Representatives. At the time, Lee was temporarily absent, 
and the oration was delivered by his friend, Judge Marshall. 
But in it were the well-remembered words, referring to Wash- 
ington, " He was first in war, first in peace, and first in the 
hearts of his countrymen." In 1801 he retired to private life, 
but was subject to great annoyance from embarrassed circum- 
stances. 

His first wife having died, he again married, and this time 
to Anne, daughter of Charles Carter, of Shirley, by whom he 
had, in 1806, Robert Edward Lee, the subject of the present 
memoir, who was born at the family seat of Stratford, in' the 
same chamber where Richard Henry and Francis Lightfoot 
Lee first saw the light. 

In 1S09 General Harry Lee wrote his Memoirs of the War 
in the Southern Department, and in 1814 he was severely 
wounded in an attempt to quell a disturbance at Baltimore. 
From this he never recovered. In 1817 he went to the West 
Indies for his health, but found no sensible relief. On his 
return, the following spring, he stopped to visit Mrs. Shaw, a 
daughter of General Greene, on the coast of Georgia, and there 
he expired on the 2oth of March, 1818, at the age of 62 years. 

The character of General Henry Lee, and indeed that of 
other members of his family name, not excepting the two 
signers of Independence, has been blackened by the venom of 
calumny; but time, through a close analysis of contempora- 
neous facts, ever establishes something of truth, and thus 
clears the fame of really great men. Such is the case with 
r^ard to the Lee family, and the impartial testimony of 
candid men gives to them a high meed of praise for their 
unswerving patriotism and fidelity to their native land. This 
is necessary to be understood ; and, also, that in any comments 
upon the name of Lee, General Charles Lee, of the Revolu- 
tionary army, be not brought in with those of whom we here 
speak. He was, wholly and absolutely, another person, and 

2 
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of another family, therefore his actions — good and bad — must 
not be confounded with . those of the Lees of Virginia. Of 
them. Bishop Meade says : *' I have been intimately acquainted 
with some most excellent specimens of true piety among 
them — too many to be specified and dwelt upon. If tradition 
and history, and published documents, are to be relied on, 
the patriotic, laborious, self-sacrificing, and eloquent Richard 
Henry Lee of the Revolution must have deeply sympathized 
with Washington and Peyton, Randolph and Pendleton, and 
Nicholas and Henry, in their religious character and senti- 
ments. . . . When the question about paying debts in 
depreciated currency came on, Mr. Lee evinced his high and 
honorable sense of morality in the earnest and eloquent op- 
position made to it. He declared that nothing so deeply 
distressed him as a proposition which he regarded as a viola- 
tion of honesty and good faith among men, and said that it 
would have been better to have remained the honest slaves of 
Britain than dishonest freemen !" 

" Of the descendants of so great and good a man," continues 
the bishop, "I cannot refrain from adding, that many of them 
are characterized by exemplary piety, and that he has left a 
numerous posterity of children, grand-children and great- 
grand-children, \vho walk in the fear of the Lord, while they 
still belong to, and love the Church of their ancestors." 

But, confining ourselves to the immediate parentage of the 
present General Lee, we find also abundant testimony in favor 
of excellence and worth inherent amongst them. The gold 
medal presented by Congress with a vote of thanks to "Legion 
Harry, " had, on one side, a bust of the hero with the words 
Henrico Lee Leoionis Equit: prjefecto CoMmA Ameri- 
cana, and on the reverse, as translated, " Notwithstanding 
rivers and intrenchments, he with a small band conquered the 
foe, by warlike skill and prowess, and firmly bound by his hu- 
manity those who had been conquered by his arms. Li 
memory of the conflict at Paulus Hook, 19th of August, 
1779. " 

Again, we read elsewhere, that General Greene in writing of 
him, said : " He had been under obligations to Lee which he 

• Lasnng, a, 628. 
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could never cancel, " and, as to his military services, he added 
in a letter to Lee, " I believe that few officers either in Europe 
or America are held in so high a position of admiration as you 
are. Everybody knows I have the highest opinion of yon as 
an officer, and you know I love you as a friend. No man in 
the progress of the campaign had equal merit with yourself."* 

The " love and thanks, " expressed in a letter to Lee, from 
Washington, in 1789, exhibit the aflPection which his qualities 
had inspired in the bosom of his chief, and in Virginia he is 
still known by the name of " Legion Harry. " His remains 
reposed near those of his warm friend, General (Greene. " His 
relentless creditors could rob him of his personal liberty, but 
could not chain his noble mind, nor rob him of a well-earned 
fame to the glorious title of an honest man." 

General Lee, by his first wife, had a son, Henry, and a 
daughter, Lucy. The son (the late Major Henry Lee) wrote 
and published a work called "The Campaign of 1781," etc., 
vindicating his father from certain attacks made upon him. 
By his second wife, he had the following children : Charles 
Carter Lee, Robert Edraund Lee^\ Smith Lee, Ann, and 
Mildred. 

* Judson's Sages and Heroes of Amer. Rev. 

f The Pedigree of the Lee Family. — The Virginia Chronicle publishes 
the pedigree of the family of General Lee. It is from an old manuscript which 
hafi been shown to the editor. The Chronicle says : 

"This venerable manuFcript, which bears tlie date 1750, was received by 
Mr. Mead (who is a gentleman of intelligence and character) from his mother, 
Mrs. Mead (widow of the Rev. Zjichariah Mead, formerly of Richmond). Mrs. 
Mead received it from her father, who received it from his father, General Hull. 
It coniists of several large sheets, and is written partly in Latin and partly in 
English. Accompanying the pedigree are some mutilated deeds, which, 
although much injured, exhibit the descending rights and titles to several 
l^ds. These deeds are in Latin, and written on the old stamped paper of 
England, and, to the antiquarian, are a rare object of curiosity and interest. 

" The genealogy of the Lees of Virginia, from 1G66,— just where this pedigree 
breaks off, — is well known, and may be found in Bishop Meade's well-known 
work on the Old Churches and Families of Virginia. 

" The manuscript commences abruptly with the name of Hugo de Lega, or 
de Le, without date. The first name with date is that of Johes de Lee, Miles, 
to whom Hugo de Hinton gave the land, as by the old chart. Opposite this 
name is the date 1333. The father of Johes de Lee was Thomas de la Lee. 
The simple name of Lee occurs first as Ricardus Lee of Langly, about the year 
loOO. The first name of Robert is Robertus de la Lee, son of Johes de la Lee ; 
he married Margarita, daughter and heir of Thomas Astly of Nordly, about 
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In October, 1860, a petition was signed by the cavaliy and 
infantry companies, and other military officers encamped near 
Richmond, to be presented to the next Legislature, " for the 
removal to Virginia of, the remains of General Harry Lee, 
from his burial-place in Georgia, upon the lands once owned 
by his companion in arms. General Greene." The locality 
of the encampment has since been called Camp Lee, " after 
the illustrious hero, Harry Lee." 

1400. The first name written in English is Thomas Lee of Cotton, in King's 
Nordley, in the Parish of Alvely, who was the son of Johannes Lee. 

" There are several coats of arms on the manuscript. That of Ricardus Lee, 
of the direct line, is as follows : A shield with a crescent of a squirrel sejant, 
eating a nut or flower ; a lion rampant gardant in sinister chief ; a star in 
precise middle chief; dexter chief, a blood-red field with embattled bars of blue 
and yellow. The dexter base, a black cross on white field, with a lion's head, 
crowned, in one comer. The middle precise base is a chevron of white, on a 
red field, a white bar, the fesse point on a green field. The sinister base the 
same as the dexter chief. 

" The Lancelet arms are a shield with crescent squirrel— dexter chief, red 
field, with blue and yeUow embattled bars. Sinister chief, a star on blue field. 
Dexter base same as sinister chief, and sinister base same as dexter chief. 
There are no middle divisions on this shield. The prevailing white indicates 
royalty ; the star, grandeur ; the lion, courage ; the red, war ; the cross, reli- 
gion, and, with the crowned lion, denotes the Church of England. 

" The pedigree was extracted from the London Tower, and is certified by 
Charles Townley, York, and John Pomfiret, Rouge Croix, August Ist, 1750. 
• * • * * 

" Henry Lee, the son of the first wife, was a major in the war of 1812, and 
wrote the Strictures on the Writings of Jefierson, also a Life of Napoleon 
Bonaparte. Sidney Smith Lee was a commodore in the old United States Navy, 
and is now Chief of the Bureau of Orders and Detail, Navy Department, in 
Richmond. He commanded at Drury's Bluff for a long time. Robert Edmund 
Lee is at Petersburg — ^the General Lee of this day. ^ 

** He myarried Miss Cnstis of Arlington, in Alexandria County, the daughter 
and heiress of G^rge Washington Parke Custis, the adopted son of General 
Washington, who married Mrs. Custis, his mother. 

" General Lee has three 8on»— Brigadier-general G. W. Custis Lee, aid-de- 
camp to the President (he passed No. 1 at West Point) ; Mi^or General W. H. 
F. Lee, commanding a division of cavalry in the army of Northern Virginia, 
and Robert Edmund Lee, who entered the army at the instance of his father 
as a private in the Rockbridge artillery. He is now on the staff of General 
Bltzhngh Lee. Besides these children, General Lee had four daughters, — 
Mary, Anne, Agnes, and Mildred, — all of them unmarried, and one of whom 
(Anne) has died during the V7»r. General W. H. F. Lee married a Miss Wick 
man, who died a year or two since. 

" General Fitshugh Lee, of the cavalry, ia the son of Commodore Lee." 
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If, in writing an account of a son's career, we would be 
wholly just, and can at all give space to do so, let us not 
forget the sire that gave him good example, and, above all, 
the mother that is too oft neglected when speaking of the 
early promptings of youth. It is to that father, ancj to that 
soft maternal care — so truly and justly prized by all good men, 
howsoever great they may be — that virtuous deeds and noble 
acts take root, afterwards spreading abroad in rich and 
glorious-looking fruit. So, too, with the ancestry of a man, 
if that ancestry has been of public note. Few there are of 
mind and education, in this world, who would willingly dis- 
grace their sires, — nay, who would not rather do increased 
honor to them by their own worthy acts. And so it has been 
with the family of the Virginia Lees. Truth, honor, unselfish 
patriotism, love to God and love to man, seem to have been 
mainly the characteristic traits belonging to them. 

The youth of Robert Lee was passed amid exciting times. 
For more than twenty years prior to his birth, Amefica had 
been at peace as an independent nation ; but about this time, 
symptoms of a new struggle with England were manifested, 
in addition to hostile attempts by the Indians on the western 
frontier. This latter, however, was soon quelled, but the 
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former resulted in a declaration of war with Great Britain on 
the 18th of June, 1812. What followed is well known to 
every yputh in the present day. A British fleet, under 
Admh*al Cockbum, entered the Chesapeake, and laid waste 
such towns and districts upon the coast as were found assaila- 
ble. Some of the ships ascended the Potomac, and, on the 
29th of August, 1814, reached Alexandria, while the military 
forces of England, under General Eoss, were at work on the 
Patuxent, the Patapsco, and finally against Washington, and 
Fort McHenry, Baltimore. In the South, Pensacola was in 
possession of the British until driven from there by General 
Jackson, who, a few months afterwards, completely routed 
them again at the celebrated battle of New Orleans. Peace, 
however, was now declared, the treaty Imving been signed on 
the 24th December, 1814 ; and, a few months afterwards, 
Algiers was made to sue for peace, after a severe chastisement 
at the hands of Commodore Decatur, for having seized Ameri- 
can vessels, and enslaving their crews. In 1817 Monroe 
succeeded Madison as President ; and in the same year, the 
Seminole war broke out at the South, General Jackson being 
sent to quell the Indians then overrunning the country. 

It was at this time the father of Robert Lee went to the 
West Indies, and died on his return; th^ youth being then 
twelve years old. 

In 1820, Florida was ceded by Spain to the United States ; 
and in 1824, the visit of Lafayette to America, producing a 
general burst of enthusiasm throughout the land, could not 
fail to have been strongly impressed upon young Lee's mind. 

He was now eighteen years of age, and in the following year, 
1825, entered West Point as a cadet from his native State. 
There he remained the usual four years, perfecting his studies, 
and preparing for that military career in which he afterwards 
became so conspicuous. 

During the whole of this period Lee pever once received a 
reprimand, nor had any mark of demerit against him ; and 
when, at the expiration of his term, he graduated at the head 
of his class, he was immediately selected for service in the 
corps of topographical engineers, receiving his appointment as 
brevet second-lieutenant in July, 1829. 

From this time, until the year 1835, he was principally 
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employed on the coast defences, but, at that period, we find 
him appointed assistant astronomer, for the demarcation of 
the boundary line between the States of Ohio and Michigan. 

In 1832, Lieutenant Lee married a daughter of Mr. Custis, 
and thus, through her, became proprietor of Arlington House, 
and the White House on the banks of the Pamunkey, after- 
wards so noted in the Peninsular campaign. 

On the 2l6t September, 1836, he was promoted to a first- 
lieutenancy ; and in July, 1838, was made captain. During 
1844 he was appointed a member of the Board of Visitors to 
the Military Academy, and was, afterwards, from September 
8th, 1845, a member of the Board of Engineers. In 1846, 
Captain Lee was attached to the central army of Mexico as 
Chief-engineer, under General Wool, and he retained that 
post throughout the whole campaign, under General Scott. 
When this latter general landed in Mexico, Captain Lee was 
one of the first selected to be of his personal staff and council, 
and the high opinion Scott entertained of him is well known. 
A few extracts, however, from the general's own autobiography, 
lately published, may be serviceable. He says, of his first coun- 
cil at Vera Cruz : 

*'In my little cabinet,however, consisting of Colonel Totten, 
Chief-engineer ; Lieutenant-colonel Hitchcock, Acting In- 
spector-general ; Captain R, E. Lee^ Engineer ; and (}'et) 
First-lieutenant Henry L. Scott, Acting Adjutant-general, I 
entered fully into the question of storming parties and regular 
siege approaches. A death bed discussion could hardly have 
been more solemn. Thus powerfully impressed, I opened my 
subject, substantially as follows: 

'* We, of course, gentlemen, must take the city and castle 
before the return of the voinito — if not by head-work, the slow 
scientific process, by storming — and then escape by pushing 
the conquest into the healthy interior. I am strongly inclined 
to attempt the former, unless you can convince me that the 
other is preferable. Since our thorough reconnoissances, I 
think the suggestion practicable, with a very moderate loss on 
our part. The second method would, no doubt, be equally suc- 
cesjiful, but at the cost of an immense slaughter on both sides, 
including non-combatants — Mexican men, women, and chil- 
dren — because the assault must be made in the dark, and the 
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assailants dare not lose time in taking and guarding prisoners 
without incurring the certainty of becoming captives them- 
selves, until all the strongholds of the place are occupied."* 

Vera Cruz and the Castle of San Juan de UUoa surrendered, 
and Scott marched forward to Mexico on the 12th of April. 
The enemy made a stand at Cerro Gordo, and here, again, the 
commander-in-chief thus speaks of Lee. He says : 

" Hearing that Twiggs, supported by Patterson, found him- 
self confronted at Plan del Kio, some fifty miles in the interior, 
by a strong body of the enemy, and that both divisions were 
desirous of my presence, I left Vera Ciaiz on the 12th of April, 
with a small escort of cavalry, under Captain Philip Kearney 
(who fell in 1862, a distinguished major-general), and hastened 
to the front. Major-general Patterson, though quite sick, had 
assumed the command on joining Twiggs, in order to prohibit 
any aggressive movement before my arrival, according to the 
universal wish of the troops. No commander was ever re- 
ceived with heartier cheers, — the certain presage of the victo- 
ries that followed. 

"The two advanced divisions lay in the valley of the Plan 
del Rio, and the body of the enemy about three miles off, on 
the heights of Cerro Gordo. Eeconnoissances were pushed in 
search of some practicable route, other than the winding, 
zigzag road among the spurs of mountains, with heavy batter- 
ies at every town. The reconnoissances were conducted with 
vigor under Captain Lee^ at the head of a body of pioneers ; 
and, at the end of the third day, a passable way for light bat- 
teries was accomplished — without alarming the enemy — giving 
the possibility of turning the extreme left of his line of defence, 
and capturing his whole army, except the reserve, that lay a 
mile or two higher up the road. Santa Anna said that he 
had not believed a goat could have approached him in that 
direction. Hence the surprise and the results were the 
greater."t 

In alluding to this reconnoissance made by Lee, the brave 
old general, in his ofScial report, thus again speaks : 

" The reconnoissance begun by Lieutenant Beauregard was 
continued by Captain Lee, Engineers, and a road made along 

• 8c<M, IL, 428-4. \ Ibid,, ii., 481. 
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difficult slopes, and over chasms, out of the enemy's view, 
though reached by his fire when discovered — until arriving at 
the Mexican lines, further reconnoissances became impossible 
without an action. The desired point of the debouchure, the 
Jalapa road, was not, therefore, reached, though believed to 
be within easy distance ; and to gain that point it now be- 
came necessary to carry the heights of Cerro Gordo 

Twiggs' division, reinforced by Shields' brigade of volunteers, 
was thrown into position on the 17th, and was, of necessity, 
drawn into action in taking up ground for its bivouac, and the 
opposing heights for a heavy battery. It will be seen that 
many of our officers and men were killed or wounded in this 
sharp combat — handsomely commenced by a company of the 
Seventh Infantry, under brevet First-lieutenant Gardner, 
who was highly praised by all his commanders for signal 
services. Colonel Harney, coming up with his rifle regiment 
and First Artillery, also parts of his brigade, brushed away the 
enemy, and occupied the heights, on which, in the night, was 
placed a battery of one 24-pounder and two 24- pound howit- 
zers, under the superintendence of CaptainLee^ Engineers, 
and Lieutenant Ilagricr, Ordnance. Tlicse guns opened next 
morning, and were served witli effect by Ca])tain Steptoe, and 
Lieutenant Brown, Third Artillery ; Lieutenant Hagner, Ord- 
nance ; and Lieutenant Seymour, First Artillery.''* 

The details of the victory at Cerro Gordo arc well known, 
and, moreover, need not be mentioned here. We have only 
to refer to the part Ca})tain Lee performed therein ; and 
again we quote General Scott. After expressing his "in- 
debtedness for able assistance" to several gallant officers, par- 
ticularly named, General Scott then says : " I am compelled to 
make special mention of Captain R. E. Lee, Engineer. This 
officer greatly distinguished himself at the siege of Vera Cruz ; 
was again indefatigable during these operations in reconnois- 
sances, as daring as laborious, and of the utmost value. Nor 
was he less consjncuous in planning batteries, and in conduct- 
ing columns to their stations, under the heavy fire of the 
enemy." 

The troops now marched onward to Jalapa and Puebla, 

ScoU, p. 450. 
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where we find that, among other well-known names mentioned 
as among the chief officers comprising the army, the following 
were in close companionship: 

Engineer Corps. — Major J. L. Smith, Chief; Captain H, jE 
Zee^ Lieutenant P. G. T. Beauregard, G. W. Smith, George 
B. McClellan, J. G. Foster. 

Quartermaster^ 8 Department. — Captain J. McKinstry. 

Hamey^s Corps. — Major Sumner, Major McReynolds, Cap- 
tain Kearney, and also Captain Magruderof the field battery. 

These heroic brothers in arms — then conjointly fighting 
against a national foe, have now all become prominently 
known as battling in fierce strife against each other in this 
sad war, and some of them have given their lives for the cause 
in which tliey served. 

The battles of Contreras, Cherubusco, and Chapultepec fol- 
lowed, in all of which Captain Lee again highly distinguished 
himself. Indeed, so greatly was his meritorious conduct 
esteemed by Scott, that, even at the present time, in his own 
autobiography, he is continually praising him. A few pas- 
sages only, and to mark the opinion entertained of Lee by so 
eminent a military authority, and so high a personage as 
General Scott, we again quote. He says : 

''The same day (August 18th, 1847) a reconnoissance was 
commenced to the left of San Augustin, first over difficult 
grounds, and further on over the same field of volcanic matter 
which extends to the mountain, some five, miles from San 
Antonio, towards Magdalena. This reconnoissance was con- 
tinued to-day by Captain Lee^ assisted by Lieutenants Beaure- 
gard and Tower, all of the engineei*8, who were joined in the 
afternoon by Major Smith, of the same corps. Other divisions 
coming up. Pillow was advauced to make a practicable road 
for heavy artillery, and Twiggs thrown further in front to 
cover the operations ; for, by the partial reconnoissance of 
yesterday. Captain Lee discbvered a large corps of observation 
in that direction, with a detachment of which, his supports of 
cavalry and foot, under Captain Kearney and Lieutenant- 
colonel Graham, respectively, had a successful skirmish. 

These corps, over the extreme difficulties of the 

ground — partly covered with a low forest — before described, 
reached Contreras, and found Cadwallader's brigade in po- 
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ution, observing the formidable movement from the capital, 
and mnch needing the timely reinforcement. 

" It was already dark, and the cold rain began to fall in 
torrents npon our unsheltered troops, for the hamlet, though a 
strong defensive position, could only hold the wounded men, 
and, unfortunately, the new regiments had little or nothing to 
eat in their haversacks. Wet, hungry, and without the possi- 
bility of sleep, all our gallant corps, I learn, are full of confi- 
dence, and only waiting for the last hour of darkness to 
gain the positions whence to storm and carry the enemy's 
works. 

" Of the seven oflBcers dispatched since about sundown from 
my position, opposite the enemy's centro, and on this side of 
the volcanic field, to communicate instructions to the hamlet, 
not one has succeeded in getting through these difiiculties, 
increased by darkness. They have all returned. But the 
gallant and indefatigable Captain Lee, of the Engineers, who 
has been constantly with the operating forces, is (11 o'clock 
p. M.) just in from Shields, Smith, Cadwallader, etc., to 
report as above, and to ask that a powerful diversion be made 
against the centre of the intrenched camp towards morning. 

'' Brigadier-general Twiggs, cut off, as above, from the part 
of his division, beyond the impracticable ground, and Captain 
Lee, are gone, under my orders, to collect the forces remaining 
on this side, with which to make that diversion, at about 5 
o'clock in the morning. 

This "diversion," however, became a real attack, "under the 
command of Colonel Ransom, of the Ninth, having with him 
that regiment, and some companies of three others, guided 
by Captain Lee At 3 a. m. the great move- 
ment had commenced on the rear of the enemy's camp. The 
march was rendered tedious by the darkness, rain, and mud ; 
but, about sunrise, Riley had reached an elevation behind the 
enemy, whence he precipitated his columns, stormed the 
intrenchments, planted his several colors upon them, and 
earned the work, all in seventeen minutes. Cadwallader had 
also brought up two of his regiments, and, at the appointed 
time. Colonel Ransom, with his temporary brigade, conducted 
by Captain Lee, not only made the movement in front to 
divert and to distract the enemy, but, after crossing the deep 
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ravine, advanced and poured into the work, and upon the 
fugitives, many volleys from his destructive musketry."* 

The victory of Coutreras being complete. General Scott, 
after giving necessary orders on the field, in the midst of 
prisoners and trophies, and sending instructions to Harney's 
brigade of cavalry (left at San Augustin) to join him, person- 
ally followed Pillow's command. 

Arriving at Coyoacan, two miles, by a cross-road, from the 
river of San Antonio, General Scott first detached Captain 
Lee with Captain Kearney's troop. First Dragoons, supported 
by the Rifle regiment, under Major Loring, to reconnoitre that 
strong point, and next dispatched Major-general Pillow, with 
Cadwallader's brigade, to make the attack upon it, in concert 
with Major General Worth on the opposite side. At the same 
time, by another road, to the left. Lieutenant Stevens, of the 
Engineers, supported by Lieutenant G. W. Smith's company 
of sappers and miners of the same corps, was sent to recon- 
noitre the strongly fortified church or convent of San Pablo, in 
the hamlet of Cherubusco, — one mile off. Twiggs, with one 
of his brigades. Smith's, less the Rifles, — and Captain Taylor's 
field battery, were ordered to follow, and to attack the con- 
vent. Major Smith, senior Engineer, was dispatched to con- 
cert with Twiggs the mode and means of attack, and Twiggs' 
other brigade. Rifles, were soon ordered up to support him. 
Next, but all in ten minutes. Pierce was sent, though just 
able to keep his saddle with his brigade (Pillow's division), 
conducted by Captain Lee^ by a third road a little further to 
our left, to attack the enemy's right and rear, in order to favor 
the movement upon the convent, and to cut off a retreat 
towards the capital. Finally, Shields, with the New York 
and South Carolina Volunteers (Quitman's division), was 
ordered to follow Pierce closely, and to take command of our 
left wing. All these movements were made with the utmost 
alacrity by our gallant troops and commanders. 

General Scott now found himself at Coyoacan, from which 
so many roads conveniently branched ; and without escort or 
reserve, he had to advance, for safety, close upon Twiggs' 
rear. The battle then raged from right to left of the whole line. 

8c€U, pp. 471-4-8. 
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Captain Lee now returned and informed General Scott that 
Shields, in the rear of CherubuBCo, was hard pressed and in 
danger of being outflanked, if not owerwhelmed, by superior 
numbers; thereupon Major Sumner, Second Dragoons, the 
Kifles, and Captain Sibley's troop. Second Dragoons, were im- 
mediately sent to support our left, guided by Captain Lee. 

"Tlie victory of the 8th (September), at the Moh'nos del 
Rey, was followed by daring reconnoissances on the part 
of our distinguished Engineers — Captain Lee, Lieutenant 
Beauregard, etc. Their operations were directed principally 
to the south — towards the gates of the Piedad," and on the 
heights of Chapultepec. Here Captain Lee was wounded, and, 
though still eager to advance, was compelled to retire from loss 
of blood. But he had well and nobly contributed towards the 
glories of the day ; and when the colors of the United States 
were hoisted on the national palace of Mexico, he could justly 
feel entitled to share in the praises so generously and nobly bo- 
stowed by Scott on his heroic followers. " In the glorious con- 
quest," says that distinguished officer, "aZZ had contributed 
— early and powerfully — the killed, the wounded, and the fit 
for duty, as much as those who fought at the gates of Bulena 
and San Cosnie." 

In his official report, General Scott again highly compli- 
ments Captain Lee " as distinguished for felicitous execution 
as for science and daring." And, furthermore, he says, " Cap- 
tain Lee, so constantly distinguished, also bore important orders 
from me (September 13th), until he fainted from a wound and 
the loss of two nights' sleep at the batteries."* 

A writer in "Harper's Weekly "f has very justly remarked 
that " no one who reads the voluminous Reports of Scott's Cam- 
paign in Mexico can fail to observe the frequency with which 
special honorable mention is made of three young officers of 
Engineers, — Captain R. E. Lee, First-lieutenant Beauregard, 
and brevet Second-lieutenant G. B. McClellan. Lee seems 
to have been the special favorite of the veteran General, 
and there is hardly a single dispatch in which his name is 

not honorably mentioned The careful reader of the 

whole series ^of dispatches respecting the campaign in Mexico 

♦ 8coU, pp. 507, 533. \ Nov. 1, 1862. 
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will come to the conclusion that the three men who, after the 
veteran General, displayed the highest military talents, were 
the three young oflScers of Engineers, Lee, Beauregard, and 

MeClellan Lee and McClellan are now (November, 

1862) virtually at the head of the two armies of the North and 
South, and by the almost unanimous consent of both sides 
they are the most capable men to fill these posts." 

In the above remarks there may be some modification re- 
quired, even as the Editor himself, at a later period, has ex- 
pressed ; for there were, most undoubtedly, many other eminent 
men of great skill and bravery, in the Mexican War, who re- 
ceived due praise, and still prove in the present war their full 
right to the credit of it. But our province is simply to show 
what Lee has done, and how every one, from his higliest supe- 
rior oflScer, to those of equal rank with himself, united in 
awarding to him that eminence in his military profession, 
which, as Commander-in-chief of the Confederate forces, he has 
since invariably displayed. 

During the war in Mexico he was promoted for gallant and 
meritorious conduct, — the first time at the battle of Cerro Gordo, 
as brevet major, — the next at Contreras and Cherubusco, an 
additional brevet, which made him a lieutenant-colonel ; and, 
for the wounds he received At Chapultepec, with his bravery 
there, he was nominated for still higher rank. 

The campaign over, Lee returned home, and again filled the 
duties of a member of the Board of Engineers. In the early 
part of 1852 he appears to have been ordered with his regi- 
ment to New Mexico. The following letter, said to have been 
found by a soldier at Arlington House, lately appeared in the 
"New York News" and some southern and western papers, and 
as it serves to illustrate the personal character of the writer we 
give it entire. 

" Abungton House, April 5, 1852. 
" My Dear Son : I am just in the act of leaving home for 
New Mexico. My fine old regiment has Ijeen ordered to that 
distant region, and I must hasten on to see that they are prop- 
erly cared for. I have but little to add in reply to your let- 
ters of March 26, 27, and 28. Your letters breathe a true spirit 
of frankness ; they have given myself and your mother great 
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pleasure. You must study to be frank with the world : frank- 
ness is the child of honesty and courage. Say just what you 
mean to do on every occasion, and take it for granted you 
mean to do right. If a friend asks a favor, you should grant 
it, if it is reasonable ; if not, tell him plainly why you cannot : 
you will wrong him and wrong yourself by equivocation of 
any kind. Never do a wrong thing to make a friend or keep 
one ; the man who requires you to do so, is dearly purchased 
at a sacrifice. Deal kindly, but firmly, with all your class- 
mates, you will find it the policy which wears best. Above 
all, do not appear to others what you are not. If you have any 
fault to find with any one, tell him, not others, of what you 
complain ; there is no more dangerous experiment than that of 
undertaking to be one thing before a man's face and another 
behind his back. We should live, act, and say, nothing to the 
injury of any one. It is not onl/b^st as a matter of principle, 
but it is the path to peace and honor. 

" In regard to duty, let me, in conclusion of this hasty letter, 
inform you that nearly a hundred years ago there was a day of 
remarkable gloom and darkness — still known as " the dark 
day'' — a day when the light of the sun was slowly extinguished, 
as if by an eclipse. The legislature of Connecticut was in 
session, and as its members saw the unexpected and unaccount- 
able darkness coming on, they shared in the general awe and 
terror. It was supposed by many that the last day — the day 
of judgment — hud come. Some one, in the consternation of 
the hour, moved an adjournment. Then there arose an old 
Puritan legislator, Devenport, of Stamford, and said, that if 
the last day had come, he desired to be found at his place 
doing his duty, and, therefore, moved that candles be brought 
in, so that the house could proceed with its duty. There was 
quietness in that man's mind, the quietness of heavenly wisdom 
and inflexible willingness to obey present duty. Duty, then, 
is the sublimest word in our language. Do your duty in all 
tliinirs, like the old Puritan. You cannot do more, you 
should never wisli to do less. Never let me and your mother 
wear one gray hair for any lack of duty on your part. 
'' Your affectionate father, 

"R. E.Lee. 

*• To a. W. CusTis Lee." 
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On the 1st of September, 1852, Colonel Lee was appointed to 
succeed Captain Brewerton as Superintendent of the Military 
Academy at West Point. Here, under his administration, and 
on the 28th of August, 1854, the course of study was, by direc- 
tion of the Secretary of War, extended so as to embrace a term 
of five years. 

On the first of April, 1855, Colonel Lee, having been pro- 
moted to the Cavalry arm of tlie service, and thereby incapaci- 
tated by law from exercising superintendence at the Military 
Academy, was succeeded by Major J. G. Barnard. 

Theregiment to which Lee was now appointed was the Second 
U. S. Cavalry, a new regiment organized under the act of 
March 3, 1855, its colonel being Albert Sydney Johnson, 
afterwards a Confederate General. This regiment was much 
employed in the Indian wars on the prairies of Texas, which 
created so much excitement at the time ; and here again Lien- 
tenant-colonel Lee highly distinguished himself. But, for how 
long he was so employed, we are unable to say. Tliis is cer- 
tain, however, that in 1859 he was on his estates at Arlington, 
or perhaps at Washington on duty, because he then appeared 
in connection with the John Brown raid at Harper's Ferry, 
to which we must now refer. 

The news of the insurrection of this enthusiast and his fol- 
lowers, and their seizure of Government property, had no 
sooner reached Washington than President Buchanan con- 
sulted with the Secretary of War as to the best measures 
to be adopted. To this consultation Colonel Lee (then 
Lieutenant-colonel of the Second Cavalry, U. S. Army) 
was summoned, and, after arranging plans to prevent additional 
outbreak, he was dispatched to command the regular troops 
concentrating at Harper's Ferry. Accompanied by his Aid, 
Lieutenant J. E. B. Stuart — lately a General in the Confed- 
erate Army — he set out on a special train on the evening of 
October 17th, and sent a telegraphic dispatch to the United 
States Marines, in advance of him, directing them what to do. 
Other troops — the militia from Virginia and Maryland — had 
promptly reached the scene, and when Colonel Lee arrived 
during the night, were awaiting his orders to act. He imme- 
diately placed his command within the armory grounds, so as 
to completely surround the fire-engine house where the insur- 
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rectionists had taken refnge. This bnilding was, no donbt, the 
most defensible one in the armory, having dead brick walls 
on three sides, and, on the fourth, large doors with window- 
sashes above, some eight feet from the ground. In it. Brown 
and his party had confined Colonel Washington, Mr. Danger- 
field, and some other citizens whom they had surprised and 
taken prisoners the night before ; and therefore to use the can- 
non upon it now, would be to endanger the lives of friends as 
well as foes. Accordingly, at daylight. Colonel Lee took 
measnres to try and capture the insurgents, if possible, with- 
out bloodshed. While doing so, one of them came out of the 
door, and, presenting a flag of truce, proposed terms of capitu- 
lation. These, however, could not be accepted ; but, still desi- 
rous of avoiding more bloodshed, Colonel Lee at seven a. m. sent 
his Aid, Lieutenant Stuart, to summon them quietly to surrender, 
promising to hold them in security from the threatened ven- 
geance of the citizens, until the President's pleasure was known. 
Brown refused all terms but those he himself had proposed, 
viz. : *' That they should be permitted to march out with their 
men and arms, taking their prisoners with them; that 
they should proceed unpnrsued to the second toll gate, when 
they would free their prisoners, the soldiers then being per- 
mitted to pursue them, and they would fight^ if they could not 
escape." 

Finding the insurgents thus madly bent on their own de- 
struction, Lieutenant Stuart, by direction of Colonel Lee, ear- 
nestly remonstrated with them, but, after staying there a while 
in a dangerous proximity, and evincing that coolness and 
courage ever since so conspicuously displayed in him, he came 
away. At this moment, perceiving all his humane efibrts to be 
thrown away. Colonel Lee gave orders for an attack. A strong 
party of marines under Lieutenant Green had been previously 
posted so near the building that, at a concerted signal, they 
advanced by two lines quickly on each side the door. When 
near enough, two powerful men sprang between the lines, and, 
with heavy sledge-hammers, attempted to batter down the 
doors, but failed. They then took hold of a ladder some forty 
feet long, and, advancing with a run, brought it with tremen- 
dous efltct upon the door. At the second blow it gave away, 
and immediately the marines, headed by Major Russell and 

8 
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Lieutenant Green, rushed to the breach as a volley from within 
came right upon them. One of the marines instantly fell, and 
another was severely wounded ; but it was necessary, if possible, 
to ayoid firing upon the friends within ; and accordingly great 
care was taken. Fortunately, this was successful. The marines 
marked their men, and, as the captured citizens, by advice of 
Colonel Washington, held up their arms, not one of them was 
hurt. In a moment, more of the soldiers rushed in and secured 
the rioters, after two of them were killed, and two more 
wounded. The next instant all was over : the liberated citizens 
were hailed with shouts of congratulation by the excited crowd 
of spectators without, and the captured rioters met with exe- 
crations. Indeed, only for the precautions wisely taken by 
Colonel Lee, it is more than probable they would have been 
shot down on the spot. 

Colonel Lee at once telegraphed to Washington for further 
instructions, which were promptly returned to him, stating 
that Mr. Ould, District Attorney for the District of Columbia, 
would immediately arrive to take charge of the legal proceed- 
ings, and bring the rioters to trial. 

Thus ended the John Brown affair, so far as the military and 
Colonel Lee were concerned. The prisoners were handed over 
to Mr. Ould, and Colonel Lee returned to his cavalry com- 
mand. 
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"We DOW come to the commencement of that period in the 
life of Lee which has made Ins name so conspicuous through- 
out the world. In the beginning of 1861, he was with his 
regiment at San Antonio, Texas, and it was there that news 
reached him of his native State contemplating a withdrawal 
from the Federal Union. 

At this time it appears evident that a great struggle was 
going on within his breast as to the course he should pursue 
in relation to ihe strife then commencing. His natural attach- 
ment to the State in which he was born, and where all his 
family had resided during so many past years, drew him to her 
fortunes, whatever they might be. On the other hand, all his 
public career, his fame and rank, were identified with that flag 
he had so well and so bravely fought under. Then, too, there 
were his gallant associates in arms, — his friend and admirer 
General Scott, who, when applied to by the President to rec- 
ommend some one of the army officers qualified to fill the 
place made vacant by the death of General Jessup, named him 
first on the list of four.* Added to all this was the inevitable 
reflection that, once in arms against the Government of the 

♦i/w«.-Bfp., June 24, 1861. 
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United States, his high and lofty position as a noble gentle- 
man and an oflScer of exalted rank, with an unblemished rep- 
utation, would be thenceforth coupled, in history and state 
documents, with the terms " Rebel and Traitor." Still more, 
there was the terrible results certain to accrue from joining in 
the war, and the inward sorrow he must feel on beholding the 
devastation and misery following the first blood spilled on his 
native soil. His house, his fortunes,* his family, had all to be 
considered, and, turn whichever way he might, it would seem 
that no escape from being involved in the national calamity 
presented itself — one side or the other was alike injurious to 
him. Early in the year, the Governor of Virginia had been 
authorized by the State Legislature to raise and organize a 
military force of from ten to twenty thousand men, under an 
officer of experience, with the title of Major-general; but still 
Lee remained true to his allegiance, perhaps hoping that Vir- 
ginia would not, after all, secede. That hope, alas I was futile. 
Events followed one another rapidly from the time of his ap- 
pointment in the regular army as colonel, to the hour when, 
Fort Sumter having surrendered, on the 14th of April, open 
war between the North and South commenced. He could no 
longer hesitate. Other high and experienced officers, born in 
the South, were resigning, and his native State called upon 
him to do likewise, and come to her aid. In vain his friend 
and former chief. General Scott, begged of him not to relin- 
quish his position in the regular army. "For God's sake, 
don't resign, Lee," the veteran General is reported to have 
said ; but the response was, " I am compelled to. I cannot 
consult my own feelings in this matter," and he threw up his 
commission, his resignation being received on the 20th of 
April-t 



* It was pnblidj stated in the " Baltimore American," May 23, 1861, that 
"Lee's baggage and papers were seized at New York en route from Texas to 
Virginia." 

f Lee's final letter to Soott was as follows : 

Arlinoton, Va., April 20th, 1861. 

Qbneral : Since my interview with you on the 18th instant, I have felt 

that I onght not longer to retain my commission in the army. I, therefore, 

tender my redgnation, which I request you will recommend for acceptance. 

It wonld have been presented at once, but for the struggle it has cost me to 
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It has been stated that the parting between Scott and Lee 
was very painful ; — and naturally so.* Two warm friends who 
had often been in intimate relationship during a war where all 
fought together, even closeted in serious council when military 
measures of importance — as at Vera Cruz — were to be adopted, 
could not now sever and take opposite sides in an intestine 

separate mTself from a service to wliich I have devoted aU the best years of 
my life and all the abilitj I poesessed. 

During the whole of that time — ^more than a qnarter of a century — I have 
experienced nothing.bat kindness from my superiors, and the most cordial 
friendship from my comrades. To no one. General, have I been as much in- 
debted as to yourself for uniform kindness and consideration, and it has always 
been my ardent desire to merit your approbation. I shaU carry to the grave 
the most grateful reooUections of your Idnd consideration, and your name and 
fame will always be dear to me. 

Save in defence of my native State, I never desire again to draw my sword. 
Be pleased to accept my most earnest wishes for the continuance of your happi- 
ness and prosperity, and believe me, most truly yours, 

R. £. LEE. 
LlEUTENAin'-GEZfERAL WiNFIKLD SCOTT, 
Commanding United States Army. 

A copy of the preceding letter was inclosed in the following letter to a sis- 
ter of the General, Mrs. A. M. : 

Arlington, Va., April 20th, 1861. 

My Delir Sister : I am grieved at my inability to see you I have 

iK-cn waiting '* for a more convenient season," which has brought to many 
Ix^fore me deep and lasting regret. Now we are in a state of war which will 
yield to nothing. The whole South is in a state of revolution, into which 
Virginia, after a long struggle, has been drawn, and tlwugh I recognize no 
Titctrnty for this sUUe ofthings^ and would have forborne and pleaded to the 
end for redress of grievances, real or supposed, yet in my own person I had to 
Tuoel the question, whether I should take part against my native State. With 
all my devotion to the Union, and the feeling of loyalty and duty of an Amer 
ican citizen, I have not been able to make up my mind to raise my hand 
against my relatives, my children, my home. I have, therefore, resigned my 
commission in the army, and save in defence of my native State, with the sin 
cere hope that my poor services may never be needed, I hope I may never be 
called on to draw my sword. 

I know you will blame me, but you must think as kindly of me as you can, 
and believe that I have endeavored to do what I thought right. To show you 
the feeling and struggle it has cost me, I send a copy of my letter to General 
Scott, which accompanied my letter of resignation. I have no time for more. 

. . . . May God guard and protect you and yours, and shower upon you 
every blesmng, is the prayer of your devoted brother, 

E, E. LEE. 

* Newspaper, June 22, 1861, M. R 
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strife without much pain. Then, too, the knowledge which 
as experienced officers each must have had, in common with 
other soldiers of rank and skill, of the terrible effects of such 
a strife, would compel them to most sad and gloomy thoughts. 
They had seen and well knew the calamities and the horrors 
of war, and could too clearly see the fearful misery sure to 
attend a civil war above all other wars. Politicians, Lawyers, 
Civilians, Theorists, " Humanitarians," knew it not, save in the 
fancy of their brain. Thus the two military friends knew what 
was to follow, and could be well excused — nay, even ad- 
mired for their good feeling — if, as is said, tears came into 
their eyes when they were about to part, perhaps forever, and 
take up opposite sides in deadly strife. 

What Lee's struggle of mind must have been at the time, 
may be gathered from the following passage in a letter sent 
by Mrs. Lee in the Christmas of 1861 to a Union friend. She 
says, " My husband has wept tears of blood over this terrible 
war, but he must, as a man of honor and a Virginian, share 
the destiny of his State, which has solemnly pronounced for 
independence."* 

Of the great estimation Lee was held in by the highest mili- 
tary authorities in the United States, an idea may be formed 
from General Scott's remark, that " it were better for every 
officer in the army, including himself, to die, than Bobert 

Lee."t 

At this time, Lee's family resided at the famous Custis 
Mansion, called Arlington House, on the heights, and the 
following particulars relating to it may not be uninteresting. 
A writer in the " New York Daily News," July 9th, 1861, 



'' General McDowell would not occupy the evacuated * Lee- 
House,' preferring the tented field and a soldier's fare to the 
luxury of enjoying the General's abandoned quarters. This 
act, of itself, has greatly endeared him to the soldiers, who are 
ready to follow him anywhere. His tent is a few paces distant 
from the south wing of the house. In front of the door stands 
a small plain table — without paint, varnish, covering, or any 
such thing. A few books and writing materials upon it, with 

• Bun, Oct 1, 1863. \ Mobile Adv., Biay 8, 1861. 
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a single chair alongside, tell plainly that the General, and he 
alone, sits at that table. 

^' Southeastward some sixty rods, and at gentle descent, the 
visitor beholds two monumental pillars of white marble, stand- 
ing at the head of two graves. The largest of the monuments 
reads thus : "George Washington Parke Custis, died 1853 ;" the 
other, " Mary L Custis, died 1867." Those departed ones, 
— once united in life, and not separated in death — were of 
family kin with the immortal Washington ; and what a sad, 
sad comment does the present read of the past I 

'^AU around here, Arlington Heights presents a lovely 
picture of rural beauty. The 'General-Lee House' (as some 
term it) stands on a grassy lot surrounded with a grove of 
stately trees and underwood, except in front, where is a ver- 
dant sloping ground for a few rods, when it descends into a 
valley, spreading away in beautiful and broad expanse to the 
lovely Potomac. This part of this splendid estate is apparently 
a highly cultivated meadow, the grass waving in the gentle 
breeze, like the undulating bosom of Old Atlantic. To the 
south, north, and west, the grounds are beautifully diversified 
into bill and valley, and richly stored With oak, willow, and 
maple, though the oak is the principal wood. 

*'The view from this height is a charming picture. Wash- 
ington, Georgetown, and the intermediate Potomac, all before 
you in the foreground — while the white tents of troops quar- 
tered in the suburbs over the river, at almost every point, with 
mountain higli, and valley deep, in the background." 

In connection with the above, the following has an especial 
interest. 

When Mrs. Lee was obliged to leave Arlington House on its 
being occupied by General Sandford and the New York troops, 
it is related in the "Evening Post" — and with no delicacy of 
language — that "she undertook to carry with her all the 
Washington relics which had been so jealously preserved by 
her patriotic father, Mr. George Washington Parke Custis. 
Repeatedly she wrote to General McDowell, with whom she 
had been acquainted as her husband's associate on the staft' of 
Geiieral Wool during the Mexican War, that she had left 
nothing at Arlington in any way connected with the public or 
domestic life of the father of his country. 



40 SOUTHRRN GENERALS. 

"For a long time after the flight of the Lees, General 
McDowell, though quartered on the grounds, refused to enter 
Arlington House. A scrupulous respecter of private rights, he 
would not occupy, nor allow to be occupied by his officers or 
men, any portion of the mansion, which, in his opinion, be- 
longed to General Lee quite as much as though he still made 
his home within its massive walls. When the Confiscation 
Act was passed by Congress, and a telegraphic operator had 
taken possession of one of the best rooms, he was still reluctant 
to enter the old building on account of the Washington mem- 
ories clustering around it, and it was at last by force of cir- 
cumstances rather than by his own free will, that he made it 
his headquarters. 

" For a long time access to the upper rooms was forbidden, 
and even the cellar was not opened to the curious visitor. 
The historical paintings of Mr. Custis, which, from their want of 
merit, clearly demonstrate that however true a patriot that 
worthy descendant of the Washington family may have been, 
he was by no means an artist, and which Mrs. Lee had shown 
good taste in leaving behind, were most carefully guarded. 
Never did tenant use a house more gingerly. Relics of in- 
estimable value might have slumbered in its upper chambers, 
or had quiet preservation in its basement-rooms forever and 
aye, for none but General McDowell entered the venerable 
premises. 

"But there lately came to Washington a curiosity-hunter — 
an antiquarian, vigorous and insatiable — an enthusiast in 
Washington relics — Caleb Lyon by name — he of Lyonsdale, 
who, disdaining the letters of Mrs. Lee, sought permission to 
unveil the deepest recesses of the establishment. He searched 
the house from foundation to roof-tree. Fortunate search ! for 
in an inner cellar he found a priceless prize, in a variety of 
household articles identified as belonging to Washington ; but 
which one less familiar with the history of Mount Vernon and 
Arlington would have passed by as of no especial interest or 
value. 

" Among these articles are a number of pieces of the Martha 
Washington China. The centre of each piece has the mono- 
gram * M. W.,' from which four golden rays diverge, each 
point reaching to a blue oval, in which, in distinct rings, con- 
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oected by golden links, are written the names of the original 
States and Kentucky; while around the rim, the Eg3^ptian sym- 
bol of eternal union — a green serpent with its tail in its mouth — 
and a crimson ribbon bearing the legend, " Decxta et tutamen 
dfnllOj'* exquisitely painted, completes the decoration, which 
for richness and appropriateness has never been excelled at 
Sevres, 

*' This set of porcelain was presented by General Lafayette 
and his brother officers, including Rochambeau and Count De 
Grasse, as a fitting testimonial to the lady whose house had 
been their home while fighting the battles of the Revolution, 
and also with the sanction and subscription of the Mayor of the 
municipality of Paris. The set originally contained four hun- 
dred pieces. A plate, a saucer, or a cup, were occasionally pre- 
sented by Mrs. Washington or Mr. Custis as the choicest souve- 
nir they could give of the household relics of Mount Vernon. 
Specimens are in possession of the widow of Major-general 
Brown, the family of the late Alderman Peters, Major 
Mopham, Caleb Lyon, and others ; and it was from a famili- 
arity with the one given to the latter gentleman some years 
ago by Mr. Custis, that he was able to promptly identify the 
remainder of the set remaining at Arlington. 

"Two of the rich porcelain vases presented to AVashington by 
Mr. Vaugh, and sketclied by Lossing in his ' Mount Vernon 
and its Associations' — those ornamented by lions and tigers — 
were also brought to light by Mr. Lyon. The one decorated 
with leopards has not been discovered, and is probably lost. 
The ground-work of these vases is of the finest and rarest blue, 
but they are somewhat broken. 

"It will be remembered that the officers of the Revolutionary 
army belonging to the Society of the Cincinnati, sent to China 
an order for a thousand pieces, including breakfast, dinner, and 
tea sets, of the finest India ware, for presentation to Washing- 
ton. The ornamentation is blue and gilt, with the coat of 
arms of the society, held by Fame, with a blue ribbon from 
which is suspended the eagle of the order, with a green wreath 
about its neck, and on its breast a shield representing the in 
auguration of the order. Altogether, fifty pieces of this set 
yet remain at Arlington, more or less perfect. The tea-table 
used by Washington, and one bookcase, also remain. General 
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McDowell rendered Mr. Lyon every facility for brushing up 
these interesting relics, and expects an order from the War 
Department to place them in the Patent Office or Smithsonian 
institute. They would be perfectly safe at Arlington, while 
the General remains here, but to guard against the carelessness 
of those who may come after him, when the long- promised ad- 
vance begins, and to gratify the public, it is doubtless wise 
to so dispose of the precious articles." 

Immediately upon Lee's resignation in the regular army, 
he was appointed, by Governor Letcher, Major-general in 
command of all the military forces in Virginia. This ap- 
pointment was confirmed, and made known to him, on the 
23d day of April, by the Convention then assembled, through 
the President, John Lanney, Esq. The following particu- 
lers of his reception are given in the Kichmond papers of 
the day : 

"The Convention having assembled, the Honorable A. II. 
Stephens, Vice-president of the Confederate States, entered 
the Hall, accompanied by Governor Letcher, and was intro- 
duced to the President by Mr. Johnston, of Lee county, a 
member of the committee appointed to invite and conduct that 
gentleman to the Hall. 

'' Mr. Johnston next introduced Judge Allen, a member of 
the Advisory Council of the Governor; and following him 
were Colonel Smith and Captain M. F. Maury, both intro- 
duced as the other members of the Advisory Council. 

'' Every delegate was on his feet during this ceremony. 
The Governor and Mr. Stephens were assigned seats on the 
right of the President, and the three members of the Advisory 
Council on the left. 

"At this time Major-general Lee entered, leaning on the 
arm of Mr. Johnson, of Richmond, the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee appointed to conduct the distinguished military chief 
to the hall. As they reached the centre of the main aisle, Mr. 
Johnson said, ' Mr. President, I have the honor to present to 
you, and to the convention. Major-general Lee.' 

" The President then said, ' Major-general Lee, in the name 
of the people of our native State, here represented, I bid you 
a cordial and heartfelt welcome to this hall, in which we may 
yet almost hear the echo of the voices of the statesmen, the 
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soldiers and sages of by-gone days, who have borne your 
name, and whose blood now flows in your veius. 

" We met in the month of February last, charged with the 
solemn duty of protecting the rights, the honor, and the inter- 
ests of the people of this Commonwealth. We differed for a 
time as to the best means of accomplishing that object ; but 
there never was, at any moment, a shade of difference among 
us as to the great object itself; and now Virginia having taken 
her position, as far as the power of this Convention extends, 
we stand animated by one impulse, governed by one desire 
and one determination, and that is, that she shall be defended; 
and that no spot of her soil shall be polluted by the foot of an 
invader. 

"When the necessity became apparent of having a leader 
for our forces, all hearts and all eyes, by the impulse of an 
instinct which is a surer guide than reason itself, turned to the 
old county of Westmoreland. We knew how prolific she had 
been in other days of heroes and statesmen. We knew she 
had given birth to the Father of his Country, to Kichard Henry 
Lee, to Monroe, and last, though not least, to your own gal- 
lant father, and we knew well by your deeds that her produc- 
tive power was not yet exhausted. 

"Sir, we watched with the most profound and intense inter- 
est the triumphal march of the army led by General Scott, to 
which you were attached, from Vera Cruz to the capital of 
Mexico. We read of the sanguinary conflicts and the blood- 
stained fields, in all of which victory perched upon our own 
banners. We knew of the unfading lustre that was shed upon 
the American arms by that campaign, and we know, also, 
what jour modesty has always disclaimed, that no small share 
of the glory of those achievements was due to your valor and 
your military genius. 

" Sir, one of the proudest recollections of my life will be the 
honor that I yesterday had of submitting to this body con- 
firmation of the nomination made by the governor of this State, 
of you as Commander-in-chief of the military and naval forces 
of this commonwealth. I rose to put the question, and when 
I asked if this body would advise and consent to that appoint- 
ment, there rushed from the hearts to the tongues of all the 
members, an atfirmative response, told with an emphasis that 
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could leave no doubt, or the feeling whence it emanated. I 
put the negative of the question, for form's sake, but there was 
an unbroken silence. 

" Sir, we have by this unanimous vote, expressed our con- 
victions that you are at this day among the living citizens of 
Virginia, 'first in war.' We pray to God most fervently, 
that you may so conduct the operatyDns committed to your 
charge that it will soon be said of you, that you are * first in 
peace,' and when that time comes, you will have earned the 
still prouder distinction of being "first in the hearts of your 
countrymen.' I will close with one more remark, 

" "When the Father of his Country made his last will and 
testament, he gave his swords to his favorite nephews with an 
injunction that they should never be drawn from their scab- 
bards except in self-defence, or in defence of the rights and 
liberties of their country, and, that if drawn for the latter pur- 
pose, they should fall with them in their hands, rather than 
relinquish them. 

" Yesterday your mother, Virginia, placed her sword in your 
hand, upon the implied condition that we know you will keep 
it to the letter and in spirit, that you will draw it only in do- 
fence, and that you will fall with it in your hand rather than 
the object for which it was placed there shall fail." 

Majob-genebal Lee. — " Mr. President and gentlemen of the 
Convention : Profoundly impressed with the solemnity of the 
occasion, for which I must say I was not prepared, I accept 
the position assigned me by your partiality. I would have 
much preferred, had your choice fallen upon an abler man. 
Trusting in ^Imighty God, an approving conscience, and the 
aid of my fellow-citizens, I devote myself to the service of my 
native State, in whose behalf alone, will I ever again draw my 
Bword." 

The chair was then vacated, and some time was spent in the 
introduction of delegates to Major-general Lee, and the tender 
to him of congratulations by the members. 

The appointment of General Lee seemed to give universal 
satisfaction in Virginia. One of the leading papers said, in 
reference to some disquietude about an attack on Richmond : 
" Our people must rest quiet upon the fact that the military 
preparations, for our defence, are under the direction of shrewd, 
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skilful, indefatigable, experienced, and patriotic officers Our 
comraanding general, Robert E. Lee, has long been the pride 
of the service, and he is supported by subordinates of acknowl- 
edged capacity and large experience." 

One of Lee's first acts was to fortify Arlington Heights. 
Heavy batteries were erected, and some five thousand Virginia 
troops were concentrated there.* But the principal efforts of 
General Lee were devoted to the organizing and equipping of 
the military forces arriving from the South. Every train 
broDght in troops, and it required all the skill and experience 
of a practical mind to establish discipline and order. The 
military council at the State-house, Richmond, consisting of 
Governor Letcher, Lieutenant-governor Montague, Lieutenant 
M. F. Manry, of the Navy, General Lee, and others, was inces- 
santly occupied in effecting for speedy service, the raw material 
promptly brought forward. Virginia speedily became a great 
camp. The valleys and the hills swarmed with soldiers eager 
for the fray. Forty-eight thousand men, May 3d, were under 
arms, and distributed as follows : f at Richmond 10,000, at 
Harper's Ferry 10,000, Alexandria 3,000, Staunton 2,000, Pe- 
tersburgh 5,000, Lynchburg 5,000, Fredericksburg 3,000, Nor- 
folk 10,000 ; and it was stated that " the thorough and com- 
plete organization of the Quartermaster and Commisisary Depart- 
ments, which General Lee had perfected, would enable the 
immediate concentration of troops upon the borders of the 
State, wherever the movements of the enemy might demand 
the presence of the troops. At any moment General Lee 
could leave Richmond at the head of a large force; and it is, 
indeed, surprising what he accomplished in so short a space of 
time. " With the army to organize and drill, the materials of 
war to create out of almost nothing, the troops to arm, clothe 
and feed, after they had been collected, and all the duties of a 
minister of w^ar to discharge, in addition to those more imme- 
diate of general-in-clHef,"t it would seem to be almost impos- 
sible for one man to effect what he did. Yet it was done, and 
so efficiently, that the Northern papers, in speaking of military 
movements, said, " Should the United States troops succeed in 
entering the State of Virginia, they will be compelled to en- 

* Mcb. Adv., Ap. 25-28, 1861. f ^ob- ^^p- May 18, 1861. J Stlirn. Biog. 
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coiiTitcr, at various points on the route, large bodies of troops, 
strongly posted in positions capable of being maintained for 
many days against an invading army. By the way of 
Alexandria, a general of superior ability will be required, 
as he will probably be compelled to encounter, at some 
point on the route to Richmond, General Lee, himself, or 
Magruder." 

On the 6th of .May, Virginia was admitted to the Southern 
Confederacy, and consequently, her forces formed part of the 
entire Southern army, under control of the Secretary of War, 
then at Montgomery, Alabama. But on the 10th of May 
General Lee was temporarily retained in the post he was so 
well occupying, until the entire military organization of the 
South was complete. On the 2iHh of May President Davis 
arrived at Richmond ; but it was not until the 20th of July 
that the Southern Congress assembled there, in the hall of the 
House of Delegates. It was then that Lee's rank was fixed as 
Brigadier-general, following, according to previous seniority in 
the United States' Army, Generals Cooper and A. S. John- 
son. Beauregard, after the battle of Bull Run, was made a 
full general ; but there seems to have been something like 
doubt, and perhaps jealousy, amongst the authorities in coun- 
cil at Richmond, as to Lee. However, he waited his time, and 
while others were sent forward, and were actively engaged at 
the advanced posts, he cheerfully gave his valuable services to 
the cause at Richmond, and employed his engineering skill to 
great advantage in its defence. 

After the retreat of General Garnett from Rich Mountain, 
and the death of that officer, General Lee was appointed to 
succeed him, and, with as little delay as possible, repaired to 
the scene of operations.* He took with him reinforcements, 
making his whole force, in conjunction with the remnant of 
General Gamett's army, about sixteen thousand men. On the 
10th of August he reached the neighborhood of Cheat Moun- 
tain, and found it strongly fortified. Tlie position was known 
to be an exceedingly strong one, and not easily turned. Never- 
theless, General Lee was confident that he would be able, by 
strategic movements, to dislodge the enemy from his strong- 

♦ Pollard, First Tear of the War, p. 168. 



OENESAL BOBEBT EDKUND LEE. 47 

I 

hold, capture his forces, and then march his victorious army 
into the heart of Northwestern Virginia. Bosecrans was then 
the ranking officer of the Union troops in that department, 
but General Reynolds was in command of the forces at Clieat 
Mountain, and in its vicinity, his force being estimated at from 
ten to twelve thousand men. 

General Lee felt his way cautiously along the road leading 
from Huntersville to Huntonsville, and, reaching Valley Moun- 
tain, he halted for some time, arranging his plans for attacking 
the enemy, who were about eight miles below him, at Crouch's, 
in Tygart Valley river, five or six thousand strong. His 
plans were arranged so as to divide his forces for the purpose 
of surrounding the enemy. After great labor and endurance 
of severe hardship on the mountain spurs, where the weather 
was very cold, he succeeded in getting below the enemy, on 
Tygart Valley river, placing other portions of his forces on 
the spurs of the mountains immediately east and west of the 
enemy, and marched another portion of his troops down the 
Valley river, close to the enemy. The forces were thus ar- 
ranged in position for making attack upon the enemy at 
Crouch's, and remained there for some hours. It was, doubt- 
less, in the plan of General Lee, for his forces to remain in 
position until the consummation of another part of his plan, 
viz., that some fifteen hundred of General IL R. Jackson's 
forces, stationed at Greenbrier river, should march around an- 
other position of the enemy, at the celebrated Cheat Mountain 
Pass, where he was five or six thousand strong. Jackson's 
forces did march around this position, under command of 
Colonel Rust, of Arkansas, through extraordinary difliculties 
and perils, and under circumstances of terrible exhaustion. 
Tlie troops had to ascend the almost perpendicular mountain 
side, but finally succeeded in obtaining a position in front of, 
and to the west of the enemy. Tlie attack of this force upon 
the enemy at Cheat Mountain, was understood to be, in the 
plan of General Lee, a signal for the attack by his forces upon 
the enemy at Crouch's. Colonel Rust, however, discovered the 
enemy on the mountain to be safely protected by block-houses, 
and other defences, and concluding that an attack could not be 
made with any hope of success, ordered a retreat. The signal 
was not given according to the plan of General Lee, and no at- 
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tack was made by his forces, which retreated, without firing a 
gun, back to Valley Mountain. 

This plan of General Lee's, a finished drawing of which 
was sent to the War Department, was said to have been one 
of the best laid that ever illustrated the rules of strategy, 
or ever went awry on account of practical failure in its ex- 
ecution. 

Having failed in his plans for dislodging the enemy from 
Cheat Mountain, and thus relieving Northwestern Virginia, 
General Lee determined to proceed to the Kanawha region, 
with a view of relieving Generals Floyd and Wise, and possibly 
driving the enemy to the extreme western borders of Virginia. 
Accordingly, in the latter part of September he ordered the 
principal portions of his command to take up a line of march 
in that direction. 

It has already been stated, that General Floyd had fallen 
back with his forces, to Meadow Blufl^, while General Wise 
stopped east of the summit of Big Sewell. In this position 
General Lee found them on his arrival. He took up his head- 
quarters with General Floyd, and, after examining his position, 
proceeded to Sewell, where General Wise still remained in 
front of the enemy. He decided to fortify Wise's position. 
General Floyd's command, except a garrison at Meadow Bluff, 
returned to Big Sewell. He had been largely reinforced since 
he had left the Gauley river. The position of Big Sewell was 
made exceedingly strong by a breastwork, extending four 
miles. 

The whole Conftderate force here, under command of Gen- 
eral Lee, was nearly twenty thousand ; and for twelve or fifteen 
days it remained in position facing the enemy, each party await- 
ing an attack from the other. At the end of that time, one 
morning, it was discovered by General Lee, that Eosecrans had 
disappeared in the night, and reached his old position on the 
Gauley, thirty-two miles distant. Lee was unable to follow, 
on account of the leanness of his artillery-horses, and the 
swollen streams and mud impeding his way, with such poor 
cavalry.* 

On the 3d of October, General Reynolds with a force of 

• Pollard, Fufst Year of the War, p. 172. 
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about five thousand strong, taking the opportunity of Lee's ab- 
sence in the Kanawha, suddenly came down upon the Con- 
federate troops at Cheat Mountain, but was repulsed.. 

With reference to the inability of General Lee to pursue 
Kosecrans the following letter from Richmond, under date of 
October 22d, gives some explanation. It says : " A gentleman 
of this city, occupying a high position in the Government, has 
just reached Richmond from General Lee's headquarters. The 
enemy, under Rosecrans, was in full retreat toward the Ohio;, 
but pursuit was impossible. The roads were in the most awful 
condition. Dead horses and mules that had perished in their 
tracks, broken wagons, and abandoned stores, lined the road ta 
Lewisburg. There was no such thing as getting a team or 
wagon through uninjured. Tlie road beyond Big Sewell was,, 
if any thing, worse than on this side of it." 

Meanwhile, as the approaching rigors of winter in the moun- 
tains gave warning of the speedy termination of further aetive 
operations in that region. General Lee was recalled, and soon 
afterwards appointed to take charge of the coast defences of 
South Carolina and Georgia. 

The services of General Lee, in this department, were ad- 
mitted to have been very valuable, though not of that active 
nature which afterwards made his name so famous and so re- 
vered. His duties consisted principally in superintending the 
fortifications along the coast, and exercising his engineering 
skill in making them more secure. On the 30th of December, 
in company with his staff, he visited the military district of 
Brigadier-general Evans, and made important observations in 
that quarter. Several additional troops were forwarded from 
Richmond to them, and every effort made to resist the at- 
tempts of the enemy to invade the land. In the latter part of 
February, 1862, it was much desired by many members in the 
Southern Congress, that General Lee should be appointed 
Secretary of War, but this was overruled, though, afterwards, 
he was virtually acting as such. Meanwhile, he had got the 
anny in South Carolina into a very high state of efficiency. 
His district was placed in an admirable state of defence, and, 
in commenting upon him, the Southern papers remarked, that 
"the time would yet come when his superior abilities would 
be vindicated, both to his own renown, and the glory of his 

4 
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country," At Charlestoti, where he was in command, on the 
28th of February, every confidence was placed in his power 
to defend the city against any force of the enemy, if the people 
themselves only helped him aright. But in a few days after- 
wards, he was summoned by President Davis to Bichmond, 
and after various delays and diflBculties between parties acting 
from jealous motives, he was appointed to the newly formed 
oflSce of commanding general of the forces. 

It was at this time the valuable services of General Lee 
began to be rightly understood. Richmond and Virginia 
were both in a state of great agitation in the public mind, 
owing to the advance of the Northern army towards the capi- 
tal. While the foe was at a distance, the people flattered 
themselves that success would yet attend the movements of 
their leaders ; but, the moment that foe — a power, be it re- 
membered, that, only fourteen months previous, had been 
acknowledged as the sovereign authority in the land — ap- 
proached the portals of their doors, tremor seized them. Dis- 
asters, also, in the "West, had tended to depress their minds, 
and doubts began to arise as to the wisdom and policy of the 
course then pursued. McClellan, with a large army, had 
already commenced a march along the Peninsula from York- 
town, which, with Williamsburg, the Southern forces had 
been compelled to abandon, while McDowell, in the southern 
part of the State, was prepared to join him. Would Rich- 
mond be the next city to be yielded ? Would the Confederate 
Executive desert them by retreating further inland, and leave 
them to their fate? Was President Davis, after all, the man 
to meet such an emergency as this? Were the generals, then 
at the head of a fine and powerful army assembling around 
Richmond, and, a part of it, holding in check the Union forces 
in the North, suflBciently capable of standing against the 
military chiefs— McClellan, in particular — opposed to them? 
These were serious questions, and questions, too, that were 
openly discussed, even in their Senate. True, Richmond had 
been placed in a good position of defence ; and J. £. Johnston, 
who commanded the army, was a man of acknowledged ability 
and skill. Still there was perplexity and doubt, as there ever 
will be where men have taken a bold step in opposition to a 
long-established constituted authority, and, at length, find 
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that anthoritj at their doors, menacingly calling them to ac- 
coant for what they have done. 

What the state of the capital was at this important moment, 
when, had not circumstances with which we have nothing 
MOW to do prevented him, McClellan could soon have had 
^Richmond in his power, may be gathered from the following 
brief statement of facts : On the 14th of May, the General 
Assembly of Virginia, passed a resolution expressing a desire 
that the capital should be defended to the last extremity, "i/* 
sneh defence be in accordance with the views of the President." 
Tliat such was doubtful, was to be inferred from seeing many 
large boxes on the side-walks, in front of the various oflScial 
departments, labelled " Lynchburg," as if ready for departure 
thither- Iron safes, and valuable property were consequently 
moved away by timid persons ; and, not a few began to con- 
vert every thing into cash at ruinous rates of discount, some- 
times paying four hundred dollars in paper for one hundred 
dollars in cash, while others changed goods into tobacco, which 
they stowed away in cellars. Fortunately, some relief to the 
agitated mind of the people was given, when, in response to 
the above resolution, and, on a personal interview with the 
President, Governor Letcher was assured that " it would be 
the effort of Mr. Davis' life to defend the soil of Virginia, and 
to cover her capital ;" and, moreover, " he had never enter- 
tained the thought of withdrawing the army. If, in the course 
of events, the capital should fall, — the necessity of which he 
did not see or anticipate, — that would be no reason for with- 
drawing the army from Virginia. The war could still be suc- 
cessfully maintained on Virginia soil for twenty years." 

Thus reassured, a popular outburst of feeling followed. 
The people swore to defend their capital with the last drop of 
their blood. The Governor, in warm language, echoed this 
sentiment, and called upon all persons to unite in rallying to 
the rescue. The Mayor, Joseph Mayo — a descendant of the 
founder of the city — said it should never be surrendered by 
/(f'm, for he would sooner die ; and if any persons wished Rich- 
mond to be abandoned, they must elect another mayor in his 
place. The press advocated, rather the total destruction of the 
city than its surrender.* "To lose it was to lose Virginia ; 

♦ Cookfs Siege of Richmond, p. 106. 
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and to lose Yirginia was to lose the key of tha Southern Con- 
federacy. Better fall in her streets ; for such would be bliss, 
in comparison with that of basely yielding. The loss of Rich- 
mond would sound in Europe like the loss of Paris or London, 
and the moral effect would scarcely be less." 

Thus, then, the determination to fight to the last, was made 
manifest, and tlie fears of the people were somewhat allayed. 
But still there was cause for great anxiety. The Union forces 
by this time (the end of May) had vigorously pushed forward 
advances to the neighborhood of the capital, and the right of 
their line was only four miles distant from it — their left about 
seven miles. This made it imperative on the part of the Gov- 
ernment, to adopt every measure for preventing a nearer ap- 
proach, and to secure the safety of Richmond ; and now, in 
this trying time, and in the midst of all this agitation and ex- 
citement, the calm mind, smiling, though ever thoughtful coun- 
tenance, and kindly tones of General Lee, came forward to give 
strength and courage to the feeble and the drooping. His 
great engineering skill had already done much towards sur- 
rounding the capital with defences. The earthworks designed 
by him around it were of considerable magnitude, and were 
constructed in different shape, to suit the conformation of the 
ground. They swept all the roads, crowned every hillock, and 
mounds of red earth could be seen, in striking contrast with 
the rich, green aspect of the landscape. Redoubts, rifle-pits, 
casemate-batteries, horn works, and enfilading batteries, were 
visible in great number, in and out of the woods, in all direc- 
tions. Some were mounted with heavy siege pieces, of various 
calibre, but the majority were intended for field-guns. Heavy 
ordnance was scarce, and home-made cannon often proved 
worthless and brittle, in many instances killing those who put 
them to the proof. Strong works had also been hastily erected 
and mounted at Drury's Bluff; and the immense raft on the 
river was considered impregnable. Several large rifle pieces 
were manned by the crew of the late Merrimac, while the banks 
and woods swarmed with sharpshooters, and a number of rifled 
field-batteries were ready, with supports, to the rear. ' 

Meanwhile General Lee himself was not unmindful of the 
serious aspect of affairs. Should Richmond be laid siege to, 
the wives and families of those engaged in conflict would be 
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better away, and General Lee seems to have previonsly sent his 
wife to the family seat called the White House. This celebrated 
mansion was, to a certain degree, looked npon as sacred by 
both the North and the South, on account of its connection 
with Washington, through his wife, who^ while living there, 
as the widow of Mr. Custis, had been visited by the " Father 
of his Country" before marrying her. It came into the posses- 
sion of General Lee when he married, and had we space, sev- 
eral interesting incidents belonging to the place could here be 
given. One only, as immediately referring to the subject of 
onr memoir, may, however, be recorded. 

The White House, known as such at this time, was not the 
original, but one built upon the site of that where Mrs. Custis 
had lived. It was in the form of a centre building and wings, 
its entire front being about forty feet, and its depth twenty, 
plainly built, two stories high, with a peaked roof, and porches. 
Inside there were main halls, and a staircase occupying the 
centre, with a room on each floor in each wing.* Two attics 
were under the roof, and the whole structure was of frame. 
Such a building could have been erected in the North for 
about fifteen hundred doUars.f The grounds around the house 
were simply a grass field, in which grew several trees. The 
house was about fifty yards back of the Pamunkey River, and 
some tweuty-five miles northeast of Richmond. The negro 
huts and garden were on the bank of the stream below. 
When General Stoneman's troops (the advance of McClellan's 
army en route to Richmond, from Williamsburg) occupied 
White House on the evening of May 10th, the guard placed 
to protect the mansion found a paper pinned to the wall of the 
main corridor, on which was wTitten, in a lady's hand, the fol- 
lowing words : 

^' Northern soldiers who profess to reverence Washington, 
forbear to desecrate the home of his first married life, the 
property of his wife, now owned by her descendants. 

" A Grand-daughter of Mrs. Washington." 

This was signed by Mrs. Robert E. Lee, and below it, upon 
the wall^ one of the guards wrote an answer : — 

• Cook, p. 169. t See McClellan's official correepondence. 
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" A northern officer has protected your property, in sight of 
the enemy, and at the request of your overseer." 

About a fortnight afterwards, the advance forces having 
moved nearer Richmond, found, in a house, distant seven miles 
from the capital, the family of General Lee, consisting of his 
wife, her daughter-in-law, the wife of Colonel Lee, of the Kent 
Cavalry, and two nieces. Probably they had moved tliere from 
the White House, when finding it was to be occupied by the 
Northern forces. But they were now again surrounded, and 
placed under guard of Union soldiers. A party had been sent 
to search the house, with a view of securing some valuable 
papers, supposed to be secreted there. Finding nothing, they 
were about to depart, when Mrs. Lee handed a note to the 
officer in charge. This note was directed to the command- 
ing officer of the division, with the request that it should be 
handed to him in person. It was delivered as required, and 
was found to be as follows : 

" To THE GENERAL IN COMMAND, — Sir, I liavc patiently and 
humbly submitted to the search of my house, by men under 
your command, who are satisfied that there is nothing here that 
they want. All the plate and other valuables have long since 
been removed to Richmond, and are now beyond the reach of 
any northern marauders who may wish for their possession. 
" Wife of Robert Lee, General C. S. A." 

Tlie Union forces had now been in position around Rich- 
mond about a month, and after various skirmishes Hanover 
Court-house had been captured by them on the 28th of May. 
This, with other successes to the North, made the Confederates 
again very dissatisfied, and the Richmond papers were once 
more clamorous. The Enquirer said : 

"We are now looking to General Johnston with great inter- 
est, and not without some solicitude The time has come 

when retreat is no longer strategy, but disaster. It must, 
therefore, give place to battle. The temper of the army is 
opposed to retreat. The men are weary of toilsome marches, 
and almost clamor to be led against the enemy. . . . The cam- 
paign has ripened for the battle, and a battle is at hand." 

It was even so as desired. Almost before the printer's ink 
was dry, the sound of a general engagement was heard. On 
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the Slst of May, General Johnston attacked the. Union forces 
under General Casey, and drove them back ; but his success 
was checked afterwards by fresh troops from McClellan, 
coming to the rescue. Johnston himself received a severe 
wound in the groin, and was conveyed from the field, at that 
time with little hopes of recovery. Longstreet then for the 
moment took command; but, on renewing the battle next 
day, the North maintained their ground, and made any advan- 
tage to the South exceedingly doubtful. 

During the engagement, which has been termed the Battle 
of Seven Pines, there was a violent rain and thunder storm, 
and the Chickahominy river was greatly flooded, some of the 
bridges having been washed away. The city of Richmond, 
during the night, was also placed in total darkness, owing to^ 
the gas-works becoming flooded. All this, however, did not 
prevent renewed eagerness for a continuance of the fight, and 
now, at last, the President yielded to the common desire, by 
appointing General Lee, on the 3d of June, to the command- 
in-chief of the army. On assuming his position, he issued an 
address to the army, which was read at the head of the regi- 
ments. Its sentiments created tlic liveliest enthusiasm. The 
address informed them, in a very few words, that the army 
had made its last retreat, and that lienceibrtli every man's 
watchword must be " Victory or Death !" The response was 
cheers from all the regiments. 
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It was now that an entirely new policy in the Confederate 
military affairs was adopted. General Lee had, for some time 
past, been virtually Secretary of War, though General Ran- 
dolph bore that title, and he now was able to carry out the 
whole of his plans in reference to army movements. At a 
glance, he perceived that the siege of Eichmond could not be 
raised without beating the eneray out of their formidable 
works in which they had intrenched themselves, and he im- 
mediately set about devising means to accomplish it. To 
attack their intrench ments merely in front, he saw was not 
only a hopeless undertaking, but was the thing above all others 
that they would naturally desire. He saw that a strong force 
must be brought from without, to operate upon the flank and 
rear of the enemy, and to turn his formidable works, in co- 
operation with an attack in front from the direction of the city. 
He therefore determined to bring Jackson down upon the left 
flank of the Union forces. To do this, great caution was 
necessary so as not to excite the enemy's suspicion. To that 
end, powerful reinforcements were sent to him with a great 
appearance of mystery, and it began to be whispered (that 
such might reach McClellan's ears), that he was to invade 
Maryland by way of Harper's Ferry, and strike a blow directly 
at Washington. 

Meanwhile, General Lee strengthened anew the fortifications 
around Kichmond, in order that he might be able to spare as 
many men as possible from his right and centre, to operate 
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upon his left. He was now seen on horseback more frequently, 
and scarcely a day passed without his being met ambling along 
the roads, and in all kinds of out-of-the-way places. Though 
naturally quiet, thoughtful, and polite, the responsibility rest- 
ing on him rendered his deportment even more so than usual, 
and to strangers, his manner was so calm and placid, his dress 
80 humble, and his gait so slow and unofficial, that he could 
not have been recognized as one whose genius and resources 
commanded the unbounded confidence and hopes of the entire 
Confederacy. Brigadiers, with couriers and orderlies at their 
heels, dashing to and fro, would have presented a much more 
impressive idea of importance and dignity, than the meek, 
gray-headed gentleman passing along without the distinctive 
color or uniform, or blazing stars on his shoulder-straps. 

With reference to General Lee's important services at this 
period, when it is very evident that immediately following 
upon the battle of Seven Pines, Richmond could have been 
captured, even if, as the people said, all its inhabitants shed 
their blood in its defence, a writer observes : 

"Tlie shell which wounded General Johnston was the sad- 
dest shot for Federal sueeess that had been fired during the 
war. It changed the entire Southern tactics. It removed 
the first commander of the Confederate army, and ' rei)laced 
him by a most eminent leader, General Robert E. Lee,' who 
brought to the field 'skilful generalship, excellent plans, and 
good discipline.' Before the battle of Fair Oaks, the Southern 
troops were sickly, half fed and clothed, and had not a full 
heart for the work. On the 1st of June, General Lee com- 
menced his eff*ort8 to reorganize the army. He removed their 
camps from the swamps, and placed them in healthy situations. 
He procured supplies of wholesome provisions, particularly 
fresh beef and bread. He redressed many wrongs the men 
had suffered, attentively listening to their just complaints, and 
he soon found his efforts crowned with success. Mutiny and 
dissatisfaction almost universally disappeared. There were 
no more cries for food, no more outcries against oppression. 
The troops improved in appearance, cadaverous looks became 
rare among prisoners. The discipline became better: they 
went to battle with shouts, and without being urged, and, 
when in it, fought like tigers. A more marked change for the 
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better never was made in any body of men than that wrought 
in his army by General Lee." 

The preparations in progress made it evident to all, that 
operations would soon recommence on a scale surpassing any 
thing hitherto attempted. Frequent reconnoissances were made 
towards the interior, to ascertain the enemy's strength and po- 
sition on their left wing. McClellan never opposed these 
movements, being probably ignorant of them, as they were 
made principally at night-time, or in unpropitious weather. 
The Confederate Generals would sally forth on a march of ten 
miles, and return, almost without the knowledge of the main 
body of the army. 

But the most important and extraordinary reconnoissance 
among these, was that dashing raid of J. E. B. Stuart, through 
and around McClellan's army, as far as the Pamunkey river, 
and back. Accompanied by Colonel Fitz Hugh Lee, the son of 
General Lee, and another Colonel Lee, his nephew. This bold 
cavalry officer succeeded in accomplishing his purpose, and re- 
turned with valuable information. 

By these movements Lee had satisfied himself of McClellan's 
true position ; and, in a general order, he felt bound to express 
" his admiration of the courage and skill so conspicuously ex- 
hibited throughout by Brigadier-general Stuart and the officers 
and men under his command." In addition to the officers, 
General Lee deemed it but just, to specially name some of the 
privates who had been mentioned by their several commanders 
as particularly deserving commendation. 

At length, on the 25th of June, Jackson, in pursuance of his 
orders, reached Ashland, and Lee prepared for the grand at- 
tack he had contemplated upon the enemy. 

On Thursday, June 26th, Jackson began his march from 
Ashland, at 3 a. m., and passed down the country on the left 
bank of the Chickahominy. He then quickly came upon the 
advanced guard of the Union forces, driving them in, and con- 
tinuing his march towards Mechanicsville. His force was in 
three columns, himself on the left. General Branch in the 
centre, and General A. P. Hill on the right, next the river. 
About 5 p. M., Hill assaulted Mechanicsville, where the enemy 
was strongly posted, and in two and a half hours carried their 
batteries. But the victory was not complete, for, at Ellison's 
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Ifills, about a mile from Mechanicsville, and on the right of 
his line, the Union forces were in great strength, defended by 
sixteen pieces of cannon. Feeling the importance of settling 
this affair as soon as possible, General Lee now gave orders to 
storm this battery. Several attempts were made to carry it ; 
bnt these proving, for the time, abortive, the troops desisted at 
ten o'clock, and during the night the enemy, having burned 
his platforms, withdrew a portion of his force. 

That night, however, was not to give rest to either party of 
the combatants. Ambulances, carriages, and littere were busy 
in collecting and conveying the wounded to Richmond ; 
prisoners were collected, spoil secured, and various divisions 
pnt in proper order and position for the next day's operations. 
The tramp of men was mcessant; artillery and ammunition- 
wagons toiled along; stragglers were brought in; captured 
cannon and stores sent to the rear ; and from Brook Church 
turnpike to Mechanicsville, a distance of several miles, lightis 
were flitting in fields and woods, searching for the wounded, 
or burying the dead. Amidst all this scene of excitement 
General Lee had to be calm, and fully prepared in his mind to 
direct every movement. Positions had to be taken, and orders 
given to tlie several corps and division commanders as they 
came in. At midnight Featherstone and Pryor were sent up 
to Beaver Dam Creek, and Gregg towards Ellison's Mills. 
Featherstone reached his post about 4 a. m., and found the 
enemy on the alert. The twilight had just begun to appear, 
and in that dim shadowing of the coming day, his men boldly 
advanced to the conflict. Pryor's division ably seconded him ; 
and both rushed forward, with the wild yells peculiar to Louisi- 
ana soldiers. Wilcox now came on the scene, with reinforce- 
ments of Alabamians, and then the sight was awfully grand. 
Men were standing on the parapets of batteries, fighting in 
every conceivable attitude, and as the sun brilliantly rose over 
the tree-tops, illumining the scene, the semicircular line of 
£ght, with its streams of fire, bursting of caissons, shouts, 
yells, and charging on the right and left — the centre occupied 
by a strong redoubt, crowds of combatants rushing in and out, 
with a sea of heads swaying to and fro round the banners 
floating on the wall — all was soul-stirring, sublime, and horrible I 
Finally, the Southern troops gained the point, and Wilcox 
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again advanced, while Featherstone and Pryor rested awhile 
on the spot. 

Meantime General Gregg had been as successful at Ellison's 
Mills, which was taken at the point of the bayonet, and thus 
both of the enemy's advance posts — strong impediments in the 
way of the Confederate movements — were removed. 

It was now past 8 a. m., and Lee felt the vast importance of 
not losing an hour of time. He had received information, to 
be relied upon, that McDowell, who was to have supported 
McClellan, was still inactive, but how long he might remain 
so was very uncertain. McClellan himself, however, was not 
to be despised. Lee knew him well : they had been com- 
panions in arms ; and the strategy of both was familiar to each 
other. Moreover, his army was a splendid one, and a brave, 
determined body of men, well posted behind various strong 
intrenchments. Accordingly, a general advance must imme- 
diately take place ; and thus, by nine o'clock, the several di- 
visions of the Confederate forces were approaching the ene- 
my, towards Gaines' Mills, the commander-in-chief accom- 
panying them ; and, on arriving, at once formed them in line 
of battle. 

General Lee's headquarters were now at Hogan's House, a 
place about six miles and a half to the northeast of Richmond. 
It was a square mansion of frame, two stories high ; and at 
about two hundred yards from it, in front, on a lane leading 
out to the road, was an enormous oak, of faultless beauty. 
Almost a perfect sphere, it was covered with foliage without 
break or imperfection. It was the cynosure of all eyes, and 
many of the Union officers had expressed themselves not only 
in terms of admiration, but with a desire that it could have 
been conveyed to the North. This house, at first, was used 
by the Federal generals as headquarters, but, on the retreat of 
the Union Army, General Lee, accompanied by Longstreet, 
fixed his post there. In an adjoining orchard, a fine field-work 
had been abandoned by the northern soldiers, and several 
other important structures nearer the river. The building was 
badly shattered by shot and shell from the Confederates during 
the previous fights, and was very shaky. In the upper rooms 
were large stains of blood, near where a shell had entered ; 
and the outliouses bore every appearance of having been used 
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for hospitals, while numerous mounds of earth spoke of sep- 
ulture. 

As soon as the Confederate chief took possession, the whole 
yard and orchard was occupied by general officers, aids, 
couriers, and prisoners. Says an eye-witness, Lee sat in the 
south portico, absorbed in thought. Dressed in a dark blue 
uniform, buttoned to the throat, his fine, calm, open counte- 
nance and gray hair would have tempted an artist to sketch 
him in this thoughtful attitude. Longstreet sat in an old 
garden-chair, at the foot of the steps, under "shady trees, 
busily engaged in disposing of a bunch of sandwiches. With 
his feet thrown against a tree, he presented a true type of the 
hardy campaigner; his once gray uniform had changed to 
brown, and many a button was missing ; his riding-boots were 
dusty and worn ; but his pistols and sabre had a bright polish, 
by his side, while his charger stood near, anxiously looking 
at him, as if expecting a morsel of bread and meat. 

Maxcy Gregg was sitting on his horse in the shade, convers- 
ing with a few about the affair at Ellison's Mills. Wilcox, 
Pry or and Featherstone were also present, talking freely and 
gaily, as if about to start on some pleasant picnic. Some 
other generals likewise surrounded the commander-in-chief, 
and a few civilians, principally landowners in the neighbor- 
hood, who had come to see the havoc made during the past 
engagements. 

Presently General Gregg was called, and leaning his head 
through a window, conversed with General Lee. The sub- 
stance of the communication he received was brief, and imme- 
diately afterwards he rode away to take post in a quarter 
assigned him. Wilcox, Featherstone, and Pryor then received 
orders, and rode off at a gallop. The next moment a courier 
rode up, and delivered some papers to General I^e, he calmly 
perusing them. The General then mounted, and, with Long- 
street and their staffs, proceeded to New Coal Harbor, three 
miles distant, where it was now understood Jackson's right 
wing had already arrived. 

The position of the Union army was such as showed great 
forethought, talent, and coolness on the part of General McClel- 
lan. With one portion of his troops he had crossed to the 
south side of the Chickahominy, and there confronted Magru- 
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der, who was in command of the Confederate right, while, 
with the larger portion of his force, he had taken up a position 
more to the rear and nearer the railroad, where he was resolved 
to accept battle. The different divisions of his army took their 
positions with admirable precision, and awaited the onset with 
firmness. 

On the side of the Confederates, their forces were thus 
arranged : D. P. Hill, Anderson, and Whiting formed the 
centre, moving towards Coal Harbor; while Jackson, Ambrose 
Hill, and Longstreet formed the left, and marched down along 
the bank of the river. Magruder, as we have said, command- 
ing the right wing, was, on account of the swampy nature of 
the ground he occupied, ordered to hold himself merely on 
the defensive. General Wise had command of the defences at 
Fort Darling, on the James river. 

The advance was begun on Gaines' Mill about one o'clock, 
p. M., by Longstreet moving forward, with skirmishers thrown 
out, and driving in the enemy's outposts as he proceeded. The 
divisions of Anderson, A. P. Hill, and Pickett co-operated 
with him, while Jackson had already commenced work on the 
extreme left. The attack now began in fearful earnest. "With 
thundering hurrahs the gallant masses rushed forward upon tho 
musketry of the foe, as though it were a joy to them. Whole 
ranks went down under the terrible hail, but nothing could 
restrain their courage. The struggle was man to man, eye to 
eye, bayonet to bayonet " The Union brigade of Meagher, 
composed chiefly of Irishmen, offered heroic resistance. The 
Confederates began to give way, and at length all orders and 
encouragements were vain — they were falling back in the 
greatest disorder. At that critical moment, infuriate, foaming 
at the mouth, bareheaded, sabre in hand, appeared on the 
field General Cobb at the head of his legion, and with him the 
Nineteenth North Carolina and Fourteenth Virginia regiments. 
Tlie attack was at once renewed, but in vain. Tlie Irish held 
their position with a determination and ferocity that called 
forth the admiration of the very officers opposed to them, and, 
notwithstanding that they had to stand their ground without 
other support, from four until eight, p. m., they firmly resisted 
every attack. It was only when the news came that Jackson was 
upon them in the rear, that the gallant defenders of Gaines' 
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Jfill — ^ihe Irish Brigade^— retired before the enemy, and then 
marched on with streaming banners and rolling drums, carry- 
ing with them their baggage and wounded. 

Oaines' Mill had been won, but at a fearful slaughter, and 
when night at last put an end to the horrible carnage, it was 
as if the Deity had merdftally spread a pall over man's fero* 
dons doings in his madness, to hide them from his eye when 
more calm and sane. Quiet gradually returned, except where 
the noise of the preceding night was repeated in the task of 
attending to the wounded and the dying. To use the words of 
a Prussian field-officer of the Confederate army : ^'The scene of 
min was horrible. Whole ranks of the enemy lay prone where 
they had stood at the beginning of the battle. The number of 
wounded was fearful too, and the groans and imploring cries 
for help that rose on all sides had, in the obscurity of the night, 
a ghatfUy eflfect that froze the blood in one's veins." Upon 
many battlefields had this officer been, in Italy and Hungary, 
yet ^ never had his vision bdield such a spectacle of human 
destruction." He adds : ^^ It was a most heartrending task to 
get the wounded into Richmond. Many expired just as succor 
arrived, and many more received no aid at all in the darkness 
of the night Finally, by midnight, the first train of the most 
seriously wounded, about two hundred, in sixty wagons, was 
taken to the city." 

We need not dwell upon the feelings and the anxieties that 
must have filled the breast of General Lee and his several 
commanding officers. There are moments when the nature of 
man rises above all art and education, and we very much err 
if such be not the case with the greater number of those who 
are placed in command, even perhaps more so than with those 
who have merely to obey. But no exterior emotion must 
display itself on the features of him who has to direct great 
and important movements. Better he appear cold, passive, 
and heartless, than alarmed, doubtful, or weak. Thought, 
sensation, inward agony, no matter how great, must all be 
restrained, that the one object alone shall be accomplished. 
Thus was it with General Lee. Still calm, still unruffled, in 
the midst of all the excitement, he has been described as just 
the man suited for the. moment. There was, neither for him 
nor his officers, rest to be obtained until the work was done. 
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The gates of the city — the threshold of their homes — had been 
menaced by a determined foe, and that foe must be driven 
back, no matter what the cost to all who liad volunteered to 
defend the capital. The blood that had been freely oflFered to 
save that city and its inhabitants, was now flowing in streams 
around the walls, while heaps of slain lay on the ground never 
to rise again. Yet, more blood must run ; more human bodies 
must be destroyed, and nxore terrible scenes enacted ere it 
could be hoped the enemy had gone. So it was, and four long 
days more saw the terrible drama of blood repeated, until, 
finall}', the invading force was driven far beyond the walls, 
and Richmond was free ! 

The incidents connected with these battles around Richmond 
would fill a large volume full of heroic deeds and interesting 
detail. But we can only touch upon the leading points. On 
Saturday, Jime 28th, the enemy was pressed heavily on the 
Chickahominy, and General Jackson had succeeded in cutting 
off McClcllan's communication with the base of his supplies 
at the White House. At ten p. m., the last of the Federal 
army had left Woodbury bridge, on the Chickahominy, and 
were in full retreat towards Savage Station, where, until one 
o'clock that night. General McClellan had his headquarters. 
But at that hour he ordered his tents to be struck, and, with 
his staff and escort, proceeded towards White Oak Swamp. 
On Sunday, the 29th, about two p. m., the Confederate forces 
again came upon the Union troops near Peach Orchard and 
Savage stations. The battle lasted until eleven at night ; and 
resulted in the Federals again retreating, but with great loss 
to both sides. The same day General Stuart captured the 
White House, and large supplies intended for McClellan's 
army. 

On Monday morning, June 30th, Jackson crossed the Chick- 
ahominy in pursuit of the Federals, along the Williamsburg 
road, while Longstreet, A. P. Hill, and Magruder, followed 
them along the Charles City road. Jackson came upon the 
right of the enemy, after he had burned the bridge over the 
White Oak creek. A long artillery fight ensued, and the 
Federals again fell back. On their left, the battle raged with 
great fury, and for some time, towards evening, the Confed- 
erates were compelled to retire, but, by great exertions, they 
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were again brought forward, and thus succeeded in holding 
their position while McClellan continued the retreat of his 
arm J to the James river. 

In this engagement of Monday, General Lee was on the im- 
mediate field of action, personally encouraging and pushing 
forward his men, whenever showing symptoms of discourage- 
ment. To his commanders of divisions, as was his wont, he 
left an movements, after having once given them his plans, 
but when his presence was needed, he was ever at hand. 

It is also stated .that General McClellan was personally on 
the battle-ground, but there is much dispute in the Northern 
accounts on the subject. 

The following morning, Tuesday, July 1st, saw the pureuit 
renewed by the Confederate army, and about three p. m. the 
Federals were again encountered at Malvern Hill. A desperate 
battle ensued, the enemy's gunboats in the river aiding in the 
scene of carnage, by throwing in shell. Night came, and the 
battle slackened, finally ceasing at dark. The carnage had 
been frightful, and the Confederate loss very heavy, with no 
successful result, except the empty one of occupying a field 
which had been held by the enemy only until his retreat was 
safely accomplished. Still, the (oii had been driven away, and 
General Lee, by a series of skilful combinations in war tactics, 
had forced McClellan from his strong intrenchments, round 
Kichmond, to a place thirty miles below, thus relieving all 
fears for the safety of the Southern capitaL The siege had 
been raised; an army of 150,000 men had been pushed from 
their strongholds and fortifications, and put to flight; and the 
great moral effect of this on the minds of the people could not 
be otherwise than immense. Still, such is the extraordinary 
perversity of poor human nature, that, because such a large 
amount of success had been achieved, there was grumbling that 
it had not been greater. Lee and his brave oflieers and men 
had done so well in repelling the enemy,, that it was speedily 
a cause of repining that they had not done even more, by com- 
pletely capturing the foe. Yet, a little thoughtful considera- 
tion would have shown otherwise. General Lee, it has been 
well said, was, like every general-in-chief, but a workman on 
a large scale, using many diff'erent instruments in his work; 
and it may happen, especially in new operations with a por- 

5 
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tion of untried material, that all do not fit and accord exactly 
as planned. There was an equal amount of mental and physi- 
cal opposing force on both sides, and it is therefore to the 
credit of Lee and his brave army — impelled by that strong 
feeling which prompts men to greatest deeds in defence of 
their homes^-that they succeeded so well against such a brave 
and splendid force as that which McClellan had under his 
command. Nor let us forget that chief himself. Few even 
of his military opponents but award to him the highest praise 
for the skill, spirit, and masterly generalship he displayed in 
this retreat through the difficult and pestilential swamps of the 
Chickahominy ; and impartial persons competent to judge — 
men of high milftary rank and experience here and abroad — 
speak of it in the highest terms. "What may have been the 
secret causes that impeded General McClellan's plans in every 
thing he undertook, — as he and his friends assert, — it is not 
our province to inquire into. Ijt is enough that we venture 
this humble tribute to the merits of a gallant chief, a brave 
man, and a patient, forbearing gentleman, and at the same 
time bear cheerful testimony to the high courage and daring 
of his noble army. 

The effect in Richmond produced by the relief from this im- 
mediate presence of an enemy before its doors, may be sur- 
mised. Joy and congratulation w-ere everywhere felt, though 
not much outwardly displayed. There was still too much cause 
for anxiety, to be overboastful. But there was a calm and 
sober thankfulness not to be doubted. In the churches, prayers 
were offered up in gratitude for deliverance from peril, and in 
humble supplications, that, if possible, further effusion of blood 
might be averted. Elsewhere it was evident, however, that 
more work had yet to be done. The War Office department 
was particularly busy, and General Lee was constantly seen 
actively employed on some new important duty. Where and 
when the next blow would be struck, was, however, a secret, 
except to himself and those necessarily in his councils. 

About this time, or rather on the 21st of July, General Lee 
had occasion to communicate with General McClellan, then at 
Harrison's Landing, on the subject of citizens (non-combatants) 
of the State of Virginia being compelled by the United States 
to take the oath of allegiance, or be imprisoned, when falling 
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into the hands of the Union forces. He complained, that some 
had been bo imprisoned at Fortress Monroe, and, by order of 
the Confederate Government, he was directed to say, that if 
Buch was persisted in, retaliatory measures would be adopted. 
President Davis, and the Adjntant-general at Richmond, also 
wrote in a similar strain ; and, finally, not receiving a reply — 
for Genefal McClellan had referred the communications to 
Washington — Lee addressed General Halleck on the subject. 
After some time replies came, but couched in any thing but 
satisfactory terms ; and finally, General Lee received a letter 
from General Halleck, as follows : 

" Your two communications, of August 9th, 1862, and of the 
2d instant, with inclosures, are received. As these papers are 
couched in language exceedingly insulting to the Government 
of the United States, I most respectfully decline to receive 
them. They are returned herewith." 

Whether or no General Lee's language was "insulting," 
those who care to read the correspondence can judge. 
Shortly afterwards, in a letter to General McClellan, General 
Halleck, on the part of the Government, disavowed authorizing 
any such measures as complained of. 

Much of the cause of this correspondence arose from certain 
orders issued in July by General Po])c (who had assumed 
command of the Federal forces in Northern Virginia), to arrest 
all disloyal male citizens within the Union lines, or within 
reach of his several divisions; and, on refusing to take the 
oath of allegiance, they were to be banished from their homes, 
and, if found to have returned, would be subject to the ex- 
treme rigor of military law. Moreover, " if any person, hav- 
ing taken the oath of allegiance as above specified, be found to 
have violated it, he shall be shot, and his property seized and 
ap}>lied to public use." In addition to this, there was another 
order, to hold under arrest prominent citizens as hostages for 
any of the Union soldiers shot by roving bands of the South. 

Now, we need hardly say, that this caused a great amount 
of bitterness on the part of Southerners towards Pope and his 
army, and it was with something more than ordinary joy the 
news was finally received that General Lee was on the way to 
attack him. This, however, did not occur until after it was 
seen that McClellan was not in a position to molest Richmond 
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again ; and yet it was necessary to do it before the three hun- 
dred thousand recruits called for by the Washington Govern- 
ment should be brought into the field. Consequently, while 
Lee still remained watching over the capital, Jackson was dis- 
patched to hold Pope in check. 

As this was, evidently, to be an important campaign, it was 
intrusted solely to General Lee, who directed and controlled 
every movement ; and, when the Union forces finally evacuated 
the Peninsula, hastened, himself, in the middle of August, to 
the scene of action. 

Meanwhile Jackson had crossed the Kapidan, at Bamett's 
ford, in heavy force, after marching for two days, and attacked 
that portion of Pope's army stationed near Cedar Mountain, 
under General Banks. The fight began at about 6 p. m., and 
lasted nearly two hours. The contest was very severe ; but 
General Banks bravely held his position until darkness ended 
the engagement, with great loss on both sides. On the next 
day, according to well-conceived plans, Jackson rapidly and 
secretly withdrew from the Rapidan, intending, by a flank 
movement on Pope's right, to menace his rear, while General 
Lee came up in front. This was accomplished by the 17th of 
August, when Lee assembled before Pope a force suflicient to 
contest his further advance, and balk his threatened passage of 
the Hapidan. 

It was, probably, the design of General Lee, with the bulk 
of the Confederate army, to take the front, left, and right, and 
engage General Pope at or near the Rapidan, while Jackson 
and Ewell were to cross the Shenandoah river and mountains, 
cut off his supplies by way of the railroad, and menace. his 
rear ; but Pope's retreat to the Rappahannock partly frustrated 
the design, and compelled Lee to keep the enemy's attention 
drawn to his front. Jackson, however, succeeded in getting 
behind Pope, and surprised his troops at Bristow and Manassas 
stations. On the 27th, 28th, and 29th fighting occurred be- 
tween Pope and the forces under Jackson and Longstreet; 
but, hearing that more soldiers were coming to reinforce Pope, 
General Lee at once determined to give him battle. Accord- 
ingly, on the 30th of August, he attacked him on the old battle- 
field of Bull Run. 

The account of this battle may be best given, for our present 
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purpose, nearly in the words of General Lee himself, and from 
what has already been published. 

It appears that on Friday night (Angnst 29th) the Confed- 
erate forces were resting npon their arms, and ready for the 
engagement next day. The following morning the pickets of 
the two armies were within a few hundred yards of each other, 
and the line of battle of each party was as follows.* 

The Confederates were placed in the form of an obtuse 
crescent, at least five miles long, with Jackson's division stretch- 
ing from Sudley, on Bull Run, along the partly excavated 
track of the Manassas Independent line of railroad, for a por- 
tion of the way, and thence towards a point on the Warren- 
ton turnpike, about a mile and a half west of Groveton. His 
extreme right came within about six hundred yards of the 
turnpike. 

Longstreet's command, which formed the Confederate right 
wing, extended from Jackson's, beyond the line of the Ma- 
nassas Gap railroad. Thus the centre of Lee's army was not 
far from the same position that the right wing of McDowell's 
army was in at the first battle of Bull Run, July, 1861. In- 
deed, the whole ground covered by the fight of this day, was 
identical with the scene of McDowell's and Beauregard's hard- 
fought field thirteen months before. 

In the centre of Lee's army, between Jackson and Long- 
street, eight batteries were placed on an important elevation, 
under command of Colonel S. D. Lee, of South Carolina. 
Tliis spot was one of the best that could have been selected, 
as it had the advantage of overlooking all the locality around. 
Pope's army had formed in line of battle similar to that of 
Lee's, with its advanced centre at Groveton, and its wings 
declining obliquely to the right and left. Heintzelman had 
tlie extreme right (his old ground), and McDowell the left, 
while the corps of Fitz John Porter, and Siegel, with Reno's 
division of Burnside's detached forces, were in the centre. 

Early in the morning, the battle began with artillery, but 
little damage was done until the. afternoon, when the engage- 
ment became very severe. Jackson's infantry raked the enemy 
most fearfully, causing him to break and run several times, 

• Pollard, Second Year of the War. 
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yet as repeatedly rallying again under the appeals of their 
officers. Finally, however, they were compelled to retreat, 
apparently designing to fall back in the direction of Manassas. 
But General Lee, with Jackson and Longstreet, had been care- 
fully watching their every movement, and frustrated any such 
attempt, had it been really intended. For a short time, a pause 
now ensued, when suddenly the roar of artillery again shook 
the ground, and the gallant Federals were seen advancing 
with heroic determination upon Lee's centre. They were met 
by a murderous discharge from Colonel Lee's well-posted artil- 
lery, which almost annihilated them, as the shot and shell 
raked and tore them to pieces. It was impossible to withstand 
this terrible discharge, and the advancing columns fell back, 
only to be succeeded, however, by another gallant brigade of 
Federals charging as before. Again the iron storm crashed 
through their ranks, and again they broke and ran. A third 
force, heavier than before, now advanced with mad rapidity, 
and, in the midst of the awful fire of the Confederate batteries, 
threw themselves upon Jackson, engaging him most desper- 
ately. Reserves followed, and the fight became furious. Pres- 
ently the Union troops were compelled to give way, amidst a 
scene of horrible slaughter. Swift in pursuit, Jackson's men 
rushed forward, and at the same time Longstreet dashed with 
impetuous force upon the Federal left fiank. The whole Con- 
federate army was now in motion, and the battle raged in all 
its power. Jackson on the Union right, and Longstreet on 
their left, was forcing their extended fianks inward, while 
General Lee with his centre, and artillery, now moved on from 
hill to hill in advance, was ploughing a way in huge gaps 
through their heart. The eflfect was terrible. "The Confed- 
erates came on," says a Northern journalist, "like demons 
emerging from the earth." Up the old, and, to some of the 
regiments, the well-known Warrenton turnpike; down the 
steeps of the plateau around the famous Henry House ; across 
the fields and over the hills on the left, as you come from Sud- 
ley to the Dogan farm ; pell-mell, mad with excitement, rage, 
and that fearful desire for blood which all feel at such times, 
over heaps of dead and dying, rushed the wild Southern sol- 
diers upon their foe, stiU combating foot by foot the ground 
whereon they had to retreat. But, this time, it was not as* 
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before, when a sadden panic drove the Northern soldier madly 
forward, in terrible confusion, anxious to escape. It was a 
well-contested movement backwards; and as the sun went 
down, once again upon that gory battlefield, as it had done 
on the evening of July 21st, of the preceding year, the defeated 
forces of the North could boast of having fought bravely to 
the last, and only retreated when to longer stand would have 
been complete annihilation. Forced across Bull Run, with 
their dead covering every acre from Groveton to the Stone 
Bridge, and the enemy in overwhelming numbers pursuing, 
nothing remained for them but to try and check the foe's ad- 
vance. This was done by destroying the bridge, and making 
the fords, as General Lee himself says, doubtful to pass. 
Pursuit, therefore, ended, and the remnant of Pope's heroic 
army marched at once to Centreville, where it encamped in 
strong position. 

Tlius ended the second battle of Bull Run, and General Lee 
had again achieved a victory, for which he and his brave army 
soon afterwards received the grateful thanks of President Davis 
and the Confederacy. 

In the battle, Generals Lee, Jackson, Longstreet, Hood, 
Kemper, Evans, Jones, Jenkins, Stuart, and other generals, 
were everywhere conspicuous, sharing in all the clangers of 
their men, and personally directing and encouraging the on- 
ward movements. The colonels and subordinate officers are 
also highly spoken of, and the conduct of the too often forgot- 
ten private was justly remembered by Lee, as was ever cus- 
tomary with him. 

Night had now put an end to the scene, and the troops 
bivouacked on the battleiield. But, next morning, Sunday 
3l6t, it was necessary to put the army in motion again towards 
the Little river and Chantilly, for the ])ur2)ose of trying to turn 
Pope's right, or drive him further back. Accordingly, Jack- 
son's corps was pressed forward, and Stuart pursued with his 
cavalry, fighting the Union rearguard at Cub Run bridge, 
which they burned after them. Stuart then struck into the 
turnpike towards Chantilly, and found the Federal army, on 
Sunday evening, retreating towards Fairfax Court-house. 

Meanwhile, General Pope, on the day after the battle, had 
found it necessary to send a flag of truce to General Lee with 
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reference to liis wonnded left on the field uncared for, except 
so far as attention was humanely given them by the Cionfed- 
erates. The reply of General Lee gJtVe consent to ambulances 
coming within his lines, and promising every assistance, but 
did not agree to any suspension of military operations.* 

• Tlie following is General Lee's Report of this battle, and the correspond- 
ence we have referred to : 

Headquabteba, Armt Northweotkbn VmonnA, \ 
CHANTiLLT^Sept. 8, 1862. ) 
His Excellency, Jefferson Davis, Pbesident Confederate States op 
America : 

Mr. President : My letter of the 30th ult. will have informed your Excel- 
lency of the progress of this army to that date. General Longstreet's division, 
having arrived the day previous, was formed in order of battle on the right of 
General Jackson, who had been engaged with the enemy since morning, resist- 
ing an attack commenced on the ^th. The enemy, on the latter day, was 
vigorously repulsed, leaving his numerous dead and wounded on the field. 
His attack on the morning of the 29th was feeble, but became warmer in the 
afternoon, when he was again repulsed by both wings of the army. His loss 
on this day, as stated in his published report, herewith inclosed, amounted to 
8,000 killed and wounded. 

The enemy, being reinforced, renewed the attack on the afternoon of the 
80th, when a general advance of both wings of the army was ordered, and after 
a fierce combat, which raged until after nine o'clock, he was completely de- 
feated and driven beyond Bull Run. The darkness of the night, his destmo- 
tion of the stone bridge after crossing, and the uncertainty of the fords, stopped 
the pursuit. 

The next morning, the enemy was discovered in the strong position at Gen- 
treville, and the army was put in motion towards the Little River turnpike, to 
turn his right. Upon reaching Ox Hill, on the 1st of September, he was again 
discovered in our front, on the heights of Germantown, and about 5 p. m. made 
a spirited attack upon the &ont and right of our columns, with a view of appar- 
ently covering the withdrawal of his trains on the Centreville road, and mask- 
ing his retreat. Our position was maintained with but slight loss on both 
sides. Major-general Kearney was left by the enemy dead on the field. Daring 
the night the enemy fell back to Fairfax Court-house, and abandoned his posi- 
tion at Centreville. Yesterday about noon, he evacuated Fair&x Court-house, 
taking the roads, as reported to me, to Alexandria and Washington. 

I have, as yet, been unable to get official reports of our loss or captured in 
these various engagement& Many gallant officers have been killed or wounded. 
Of the general officers, Ewell, Trimble. Taliaferro, Fields, Jenkins, and Ma- 
hone, have been reported wounded : Colonels Means, Marshall, Baylor, Nefl^ 
and Gadberry, killed. About 7,000 prisoners have already been paroled, about 
the same number of small-arms collected from the field, and thirty pieces of 
cannon captured, besides a number of wagons, ambulances, etc. A large num- 
ber of arms still remain on the ground. For want of transportation, valuable 
stores had to be destroyed as captured, while the enemy, at their various de- 
pots, are reported to have burned many millions of property in their letrMt. 
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The renilts of General Lee's strategy were indieatire 6f the 
naoureet of military geniua. Day after day the enemy were 
hffiahm, imtil faiadiaaatefs oulmiiiated on tiie plains of Manassas. 
Bay after day the offloers and men manifested a daring and 
skill rarely, if ever/ smpassed. The snmmer campaign in 
Tirginia had been eondocted- by the same army that had 
rsKered the dege of Biohmond in the seven days' battles. The 
trials and marches ci these troops are most extraordinary. 
I^raiiqportation was inadequate; the streams whioh they had 
to croas were swollen to nnnsoal height; and yet, forcing 
themselTea onward, they ultimately succeeded in tiieir crown- 
ing triumphs of the Second Battle of Bull Bun ; or, as termed 
in the South, ^ Manassas." 

Oeoeral Lee now followed up his success 4>y an attack on the 
massed* in* the neighborhood of. Cbantilly, at Ox Mill, 



Noildi^ OMiU nixpsn the giQiiitij mod flodnnuioe of tibe trooia^ who hare 
timaifliT\jr borae evcuy danger and haidihiR hoth on the battlefleld Mad mu6L 
I bttie the honor to be, T^aj xeepectftiDj, jour obedient MTTftnt, 

B. E. LSBy Oenenl. 

[Chantiny ia north of Centrerille and northwest of Fairfax Coort-hoase, abont 
BX or eig^t miles from each. The " letter of the 30th/' referred to in the above, 
vnm not reoeiyed. The Little Biyer turnpike leads from Middleburg to Alex- 
andria, and intersects the Gentreville tnmpike abont a mile this side of Fairfiix 
Conrt-house. G^rmantown is on the Little River turnpike, about half a mile 
i of its intersection with the Centreville turnpike.] 



The following correspondence will illustrate the thoroughness of the enemy's 
defeat in the battle of the 80th. It bears date, as will be seen, of the next day. 

Ckntrkvillk, AogiMt 81, 1862. 
Sm-^Biany of the wounded of this army have been left on the field, for 
wfaoai I desire to send ambulances. Will you please inform me whether you 
consent to a tmoe until they are cared for? I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN POPE, 
Major-general United Staten Army, Commanding. 
CoMMAKDixe Omosa Confederate foroea, near Oroveton. 

HXADQUARTIBa, ArMT OF NoRTHZRN YlBOIinA, AogOBt 81, 1862. 

Ifajor-general Jobh Pops, U. S. A., Commanding, etc : 

Seb — Consideration for your wounded induces me to consent to your sending 
ambulances to convey them within your lines. I cannot ^nsent to a truce nor 
a suspension of military operations of this army. If you desire to send for your 
wounded, should your ambulances report to Dr. GKiilet, medical director of this 
army, he will give directions for their transportation. The wounded will be 
panded, and it is understood that no delay will take place in their removaL 
Veiy reBpectfblly, your obedient servant, 

B. £. LEE, General. 
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jnst above German town. Here, in the afternoon, an engage- 
ment took place, which was exceedingly obstinate, though not 
lasting. It was here that the gallant and lamented Kearney 
fell — the admired and esteemed of all, who had come expressly 
from Europe to join the Union cause, the cause of his native 
land ; and his body lay undiscovered until the next day, when 
the Confederates carried it to his comrades under a flag of 
truce. That evening the battle was interrupted by a severe 
thunder-storm, and darkness coming on, the engagement ceased. 
On the next day it was found that the Union forces had fallen 
back within the defences of Washingtpn, and the Confederates 
thereupon once more took possession of Fairfax Court-house. 
Immediately afterwards, demonstrations were made near the 
Chain Bridge, and the fords of the Potomac above Washings 
ton, as if Lee intended to assault the fortifications. But this 
was merely a feint to mislead the foe, — Jackson, ordering maps 
of the locality, and inquiring all about the roads around the 
capital, quietly and suddenly went forward in another direc- 
tion, in pursuance of previous plans and the wishes of his 
whole army. 

General Lee's determination now was to invade Maryland, 
and see if that State might not be aroused to join the South.* 
On the 4th of September, 1862, leaving to his right Arlington 
Heights, to which Pope with his army had retreated, he crossed 
the Potomac in the neighborhood of Leesburg, and marched 
to Frederickton, throwing the whole State of Pennsylvania 
into great alarm. The people of Maryland, however, did not 
join him as anticipated, and he resolved, therefore, to mark his 
invasion by an attack on Harper's Ferry. General Miles, of 
the United States army, held the post with 11,500 men, and 
Lee sent against him General Jackson with his corps, while 
Longstreet with his troops covered the movement, and D. H. 
Hill was stationed at Boonesboro to check the advance of 
McClellan, M'ho had been reappointed to the command of the 
Union army. Lee himself kept with Longstreet, and continued, 
by various feints, to lead the North into continual doubt and 
anxiety as to his real object. 

On the 14th of September, General D. H. Hill was posted 

•PoUard, " Second Tear of the War," p. 124. 
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in and tromid » ga>p in ihe Sonth MountaiD, dose to Boones- 
boro. Ibii pm it known m Booneeboro Oap, being over the 
broad beek ot the monntain, a eontinoation ci the Kational 
tornpike. The road is windhig, narrow, rocky, and nigged, 
with either a deep ravine on one hand, and the ateep sides of 
the mountain on the other, or like a hnge channel out through 
the scriid roek. Kear the crest are two or three houses, which 
to some eztmt overiook the adjacent vallej, bat elsewhere 
the face of the mountain is nnbroken by a solitary vestige of 
the handiwork of man. 

It was here that MoClellan with his new forces encountered 
Hill. The battle commenced socto after daylight by a vigor- 
ous cannonade, under cover of which, two or three hours later, 
fiiit the skirmishers and then the main body became engaged. 
A regular line of battle on the Confederate side, either as 
regards numbers or order, was impossible, and the theatre of 
the fight was therefore limited. The fortune of the day, which 
\ desperate enough in the face of overwhelming numbers, 
stubbornly contested by the Confederates. Ibe brigade 
<^ General Oarland, of Yirginia, the first engaged, lost its brave 
commander. While endeavoring to rally his men, he fell, 
pierced in the breast by a roasket-ball, and died np6n the field. 

While the Confederate lines were giving way under pressure 
of McClellan's troops, the welcome sounds of reinforcements 
were borne on the air. The corps of General Longstreet was 
at Hagerstown, fourteen miles distant, and at daylight com- 
menced its march towards the scene of action, General Lee 
accompanying it. Hurrying forward with all speed, stopping 
neither to rest nor eat, the advance arrived at the Pass about 
4 p. M., and were at once sent into the mountain. Brigade 
after brigade, as rapidly as it came up, followed, until, by five 
o^clock, nearly the entire command was in position, and a 
portion of it already engaged. The accession of fresh numbers 
at once arrested the backward movement of Hill, who, having 
gallantly fought all the day, was now overpowered on his right 
wing. But the reinforcements had arrived in time, and when 
night came on, the two armies were in much the same position 
as at the commencement of the battle, with no advantage t(f 
either, except that which the Confederates wished, of holding 
McClellau in check. 
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While this action was in progress, the capture of Harper's 
Ferry was effected by the army corps of General Jackson. 
During the night of the 14th he had planted his guns, and 
early next morning opened, in all directions, on the Federal 
forces, drawn up in line of battle on Bolivar Heights. Soon 
after seven o'clock, however, a white flag was raised, and 
Harper's Ferry, with its fine army, its splendid park of artil- 
lery, and a large number of small-arms, surrendered. 

Meanwhile General Lee fell back to Sharpsburg, to concen- 
trate his forces, and give battle to the still advancing foe. 
Sharpsburg is about ten miles north of Harper's Ferry, and 
eight miles west of Boonesboro. The town lies in a deep val- 
ley. The country around it is broken. Ascending a hill, just 
on the outer edge of the town, and looking towards the Blue 
Ridge, the eye ranges over the greater portion of the eventful 
field. To the right and left is a succession of hills which were 
occupied by the Confederates. In front is the beautiful valley 
of the Autietam, divided longitudinally by the river, which 
empties into the Potomac on the right, forming a background 
to the picture. Two miles distant are the steep, umbrageous 
sides of tlie Blue Ridge. 

The morning of the 17th of September found General Lee 
strongly posted when the battle commenced. The Union forces, 
commanded by McClellan in person, were in line of battle, 
between four and five miles long, with their left stretching 
across the Sharpsburg road. General Burnside was on this 
extreme left, and General Hooker on the right. 

During the afternoon of the 16th, McClellan had opened a 
light artillery fire on the Confederates ; but not until daybreak 
of the 17th did the battle, in all its fury, commence. Then be- 
gan one of those severe contests which showed the indomitable 
bravery and determination of each side. In the morning, some 
of the divisions belonging to the Confederate army had not 
come up from Harper's Ferry ; but, later in the day they ar- 
rived, and then the conflict raged throughout the entire line. 
A portion of the Southern army on the left was driven back ; 
. and though the troops under McClellan were, in a great meas- 
ure, composed of raw levies, they behaved so well, that even 
Lee's veterans, for a time, became staggered. At length, how- 
ever, the new recruit* of the Northern army were compelled 
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^SiSShmBkfimAwSB^mlimi^^ mUiem n^iitdiitaia the 

Igtmmi^ aadttfak lliif did moi^ temvvly. Furiottdy ilie battle 
'W9gfd^m4^iMttiimaiBt^ swvfiiig'lllEei^^bt^iii $: 

elontt^^iiiWB ^Ihe ^aiiom^ertdmiis of tlie eontoiidiiig pmlies 
Mm jii.iiietieiiu NoUyt dM Ae 'sdcHeiv ^ the Scmtfa, nko, 
]ifBffftNnB^tiHHri^bi^,>^^ evQSft theip enefiidee could wat h^p 
^piiiirii^;ihem.-^It iB a wootdw^^ wrote a Federal c^leer, 
^^homvmi^mm^m ikBvAA twp^mp^f can fighl «b thi^jr do. 
Uluii^tiioie jttgged wrelefae^^^de, hmngryi^iid i& idl ir«7s 
Tniawnhla, AenM profit swih h^oes in %bt| is past explaila* 
tioau ifeii BCfw Jmight beHer/^ 

3b Ae afternoon) Ibe Union Jmroes padted forward on Xeiai^ 
Mf^ wfaserCtoneml Jones' division was posted. IDiere Chen- 
anal IbombsP brq^ewasgOai;efel|^a^bridge,spanttlng^i^^ 
aredk,«nd,as ib« ^eneoD^ advanced/tb^ fo«ght nntil n^ar!^ 
««t to jdaoesy and obliged to retreat. 0%h9 movement was tbh 
Imped iqpF Iqr. Bnmside crossing the bridge in fbroe, and widi 
aai iriMMbte knpnlse that nodung eo^ rssii^ Bat n%fat 
aesrapfsoacdied^ and, after a hai#4bngbt day, tbe'two pssties 
reated in the positions thej bad Tespectivelj secm^^Withont, 
however, either gaining material advantage over the other. 
Bumside held the bridge, but in other parts of the field the 
Confederates maintained their own. 

This battle was one of the most bloody and terrible that had 
yet been fought. " Many of the dead had to be left unburied 
for a time on tbe battlefield. Some of them laid with their 
faces to the ground, Vhither they had turned in the agony of 
death ; others were heaped in piles of three and four together, 
with their arms interlocked, and their faces turned upwards 
towards the sky. Scores of them were laid out in rows, as 
though the death-shot had penetrated their breast as they were 
advancing to the attack. Covered with mud and dust, with 
their faces and clothes smeared with blood and gore, there they 
rotted in the sun." 

Tbe close of this battle left neither army in a condition to 
renew the c<mflict. The next morning. General Lee found that 
McGlellan had moved his army from the front, and, knowing 
the superiority of Northern troops in numbers, and expecting 
a rapid movement to cut him off, he crossed the Potomac with 
oat dday, taking position near Shepherdstown. 
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It has been asserted in the North, and denied by the South, 
that McClellan had here gained a victory over Lee. But, the 
truth of history must admit that both sides wei^e victorious, 
and yet both also suffered a defeat They were victorious — 
the North in effectively arresting the enemy from advancing 
further — the Soutli in preventing their foe from entrapping 
them ; and they were equally defeated, when neither could 
further accomplish his designs, and when both had to leave the 
battlefield on the next day without attempting more. To 
General Lee and his army, in the enemy's own country, it 
was a victory, because he could and did move backward at 
will, and without molestation. To General McClellan and his 
brave soldiers it was also a victory, for it effectively stopped 
the Southern advance and compelled them to retire. 

McClellan had now retreated to Harper's Ferry, which was 
again in possession of the North ; but, on the 1st of October, 
his cavalry under General Pleasanton drove back the Confed- 
erate pickets in front of Shepherdstown. The Ninth Virginia 
Cavalry, on picket duty, bravely disputed the ground, step by 
step to the main body. General Lee, in his official report, 
says : " By the time his artillery reached him, Colonel W. F. 
H. Lee, who was in command of the brigade, was obliged to 
place it on the west bank of the Occoquan, on the flank of the 
enemy as he approached Martinsburg. General Hampton's 
brigade had retired through Martinsburg, when General 
Stuart arrived and made dispositions to attack. Lee's brigade 
was advanced immediately, and Hampton's ordered forward. 
The enemy retired at the approach of Lee along the Sheperds- 
town road, and was driven across the Potomac by the cavalry, 
with severe loss, darkness alone preventing it from being a sig- 
nal victory. His rear was overtaken and put to flight, our 
cavalry charging in gallant style under a severe flre of artil- 
lery, driving squadron after squadron, killing a number, 
wounding more, and capturing several. He was driven 
through Shepherdstown, and crossed the river after dark, in no 
case standing a hand-to-hand conflict, but relying upon his 
artillery and carbineers at long range for protection." 

General Lee's headquarters were now established near Win- 
chester, and there, by the skilful disposition of his forces, he 
rendered it impracticable for McClellan to invade the Shenan- 
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dofth Talle^y bat forced him to adopt the roate on the east 
aide of the Bine Bidge into Yirginia, which was 'still looked 
upon, by the North, as the great field where battles should be 
fought 

Shrewd, carefal, and far-seeing, however, Lee was not to be 
deoeived into fancied security by any display of the enemy's 
moTements. Under that calm ext^or of his, there was a fire 
of enthusiasm and an energy of mind — ^well and ably seconded 
by the brave imd fiuthful chiefs, officers, and soldiers around 
him — that was capable of the most masterly generalship and 
prompt execution of plans. Hardly had the Marylanders re- 
covered from their dismay at finding Lee's army in their 
midst, and their after thankfulness at his departure, than they 
were astonished by another daring incursion amongst them. 
This was accomplished by that bold cavalry officer General 
Stuart, and was started by Lee on the 8th of October, accord- 
ing to the following directions. 

Stuart was to take from 1,200 to' 1,500 well-mounted men, 
eross the Potomac above Williamsport, and proceed to the 
rear of Chambersburg, where he was to destroy the railroad 
bridge, and commit any other damage possible, on the enemy, 
or his means of transportation. Every information of the po- 
sition, force, and probable intention of the enemy was to be 
gained; and, to avoid news being forwarded by citizens to 
the Union forces, they were, upon suspicion, to be arrested. 
Officials under the Federal Government were to be seized 
and held as hostages ; but, in all cases, every respect and con- 
sideration was to be shown them. Horses, and any other 
necessary articles, were to be captured ; and then every expe- 
dition used to rejoin the army. 

Full reliance was justly placed on General Stuart to carry 
ont these instructions as he might consider best ; and Colonel 
Imboden was directed to draw the enemy's attention away 
from such parts of the Potomac where tl^ Confederates might 
cross. 

These instructions were faithfully carried out by General 
Stuart, and his command, — Brigadier-general Hampton, Col- 
onels W. F. H. Lee, and Jones, forming a part of it, — and on 
the 12th the entire expedition returned safely, without the loss 
of a single man, and with only a few slight wounds received 
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in Bkirmishes. They had passed through several important 
places, and entered Chambereburg, where possession of the 
town was immediately given to them, and where, as well as 
in other places, every care was taken, according to orders, that 
the peaceful inhabitants should not be ill-treated. Several 
official persons and prominent citizens were captured as hosta- 
ges for Southern non-combatants imprisoned by the North, 
and a large amount of provisions and a great number of hor- 
ses were also secured. Altogether the expedition was most 
successful, and General Lee, in his official report, very highly 
complimented Stuart jind his command for its execution. 

Towards the end of October, fresh movements, on the part 
of the Union forces, began to take place. Several minor en- 
gagements had occurred, and, finally, the disposition of the 
respective troops was as follows : '' The Northern army occupied 
all the region east of the Blue Ridge mountains, with the right 
resting on Harper's Ferry, and the left near Paris, on the road 
from Aldie to Winchester. The centre was at Snickersville, 
with Snicker's Gap in its possession. The Confederate line 
was on the south side of the Blue Ridge, with the Shenandoah 
river immediately in its front, extending from Front Royal 
down to Charleston, with the great body of their troops massed 
between Berry ville and Winchester. On the 4th of Novem- 
ber, Afihby's Gap was occupied, without opposition, by the 
Federal troops. The approaches to Manassas Gap were also 
held by the Federals, and, on the 6th, General McClellan had 
his headquarters at Rectortowu, near Front Royal." Thus, to 
all appearance, the Confederate forces were thoroughly hem- 
med in, and General Lee confined, hopelessly, near Winchester. 
Great, therefore, was the surprise of the Union army when it 
was found that Lee had intuitively judged their plans, and 
forestalled them by detaching the greater part of his troops, 
and accompanying them to the south bank of the Rappahannock, 
leaving Jackson to guard the Shenandoah until circumstances 
would indicate whether he should unite with him. 

The available force of General McClellan was about 120,000 
men, and its condition and spirit was unequalled by that of 
any force before organized : that of General Lee consisted of 
about 60,000 able men, at Culpepper and Gordonsville, and 
30,000 in the Shenandoah valley, and we have already seen 
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what was their state, away from all their immediate resources, 
and enfeebled, but not dispirited, by a long campaign. Thus, 
then, it is evident that it was again a very critical juncture for 
the South, and one that required the most consummate ability, 
on the part of Lee, to guard against. The two former close 
companions in arms^-the general-in-chief of the Northern 
frmy, and the commander-in-chief of the Southern forces — 
were, as they had been only three months previously, when 
Kiehmond was in danger, face to face with each other, ready 
to renew a contest for " victory or death." Yet, just at that 
moment, by the supreme Federal authority, McCIellan was 
removed, and a new, a brave, but hitherto untried, military 
chief in the field, General BurnsidCy was placed in command. 
What followed is familiar to every one who knows aught of the 
history of the heroic army of the Potomac and its beloved 
commander. McCIellan bade his troops farewell amidst 
scenes of deep feeling, and wild, impassioned tokens of affec- 
tion, on the part of his officers and men, such as rarely wit- 
nessed since Napoleon's adieu at Fontainebleau. Latterly it 
has been made to appear that this love and esteem of his 
soldiers had decreased, but impartial history cannot fail to do 
justice, by recording the truth as here narrated. 

With McClellan's departure, Lee found that a new change 
of programme, on the part of the enemy, was to commence. 
On the 12th of Nove*nber a consultation took place between 
General Burnside and General Halleck, at Warrenton, and by 
the morning of the 18th the Northern forces had all left, en 
route for Fredericksburg, which, at that time, was held by the 
South. Lee immediately followed, and with that promptitude 
and sagacious skill which characterized his every movement, 
had his army concentrated on the heights, in the rear of 
Fredericksburg, at the same time Burnside had massed his 
forces at Falmouth, on the oppposite side of the Kaj^pahannock 
river. Here was another surprise for the North. A wQvy 
short time previous. General Lee and his worn-out troops were 
cooped up at Winchester, in the Shenandoah valley ; now, he 
and his hardy veterans were in readiness for the fight at 
Fredericksburg, and had actually blocked the passage of the 
Kappahanuock ! So confident, it is said, was Burnside and 
his army of success attending his stratagem — a stratagem 

6 
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-whereoy he had hoped to get on to Eichmond by the nearer 
route from Fredericksburg, left, as he supposed, unguarded, — 
that the most sanguine expectations were raised of a speedy 
downfall of the Soutliern capital. The quick and energetic 
steps taken, however, by Lee, so dashed these hopes to the 
ground; especially on seeing the way to Eichmond thus again 
barred by the same daring chief and his undaunted soldiers, 
who had before stayed the invaders at the very threshold of 
the coveted city, that gloom and distrust were again speedily 
manifested.' Delays on the part of the Union forces followed, 
and these delays the more enabled Greneral Lee to make his 
position impregnable, and to increase his reserve of resources 
witliin his own intrenchments, all unknown to the enemy. 
Finally, on the night of the 10th of December the battle was 
begun ; and here we cannot do better than let General Lee 
speak for himself, as he does in tlie report sent by him to 
President Davis. 

" Headquarters, Arht of Northern Viroinia, Dec 14, 1862. 
" The Honorable Secretary of War, Richmond, V&. 

'' Sir, — On the night of the 10th instant the enemy com- 
menced to throw three bridges over the Kappahannock — rtwo 
at Fredericksburg, and the third about a mile and a quarter 
below, near the mouth of the Deep Eun. The plain on which 
Fredericksburg stands is so completely commanded by the hills 
of Stafford, in possession of the enemy, that no effectual oppo- 
sition could be offered to the construction of the bridges on 
the passage of the river, without exposing our troops to the 
destructive fire of his numerous batteries. Positions were, 
therefore, selected to oppose his advance after crossing. The 
narrowness of the Kappahannock, its winding course, and deep 
bed, afforded opportunity for the construction of bridges at 
points beyond the reach of our artillery, and the banks had to be 
watched by skirmishers. The latter, sheltering themselves bo- 
hind the houses, drove back the working parties of the enemy 
at the bridges opposite the city ; but at the lowest point of 
crossing, where no shelter could be had, our sharpshooters 
themselves were driven off, and the completion of the bridge 
was effected about noon on the 11th. 

'^ In the afternoon of that day the enemy's batteries opened 



GENERAL BOBEBT EDMUND LEE. 88 

upon the citj, and by dark had so demolished the houses on 
the river-bank, as to deprive our skirmishers of shelter ; and, 
under cover of his guns, he effected a lodgment in the town. 
The troops which had so gallantly held their position in the 
city under the severe cannonade during the day, resisting the 
advance of the enemy at every step, were withdrawn during 
the night, as were also those who, with equal tenacity, had 
maintained their post at the lowest bridge. 

" Under cover of darkness and a dense fog, on the 12th, a 
large force passed the river, and took position on the right 
bank, protected by their heavy guns on the left. 

^' On the morning of the 13th, his arrangements for attack 
being completed, about nine o'clock, the movement, veiled by 
a fog, he advanced boldly, in large force, against our right 
wing. General Jackson's corps occupied the right of our line, 
which rested on the railroad; Gteneral Longstreet's the left, ex- 
tending along the heights to the Rappahannock, above Fred- 
ericksburg; General Stuart, with two brigades of cavalry, 
was posted in the extensive plain on our extreme right. As 
soon as the advance of the enemy was discovered through the 
fog, General Stuart, with his accustomed promptness, moved 
up a section of his horse-artillery, which opened with effect 
upon his flank, and drew upon the gallant Pelham a heavy 
fire, which he sustained unflinchingly for about two hours. 

" In the mean time the enemy was fiercely encountered by 
General A. P. Hill's division, forming General Jackson's right, 
and after an obstinate combat repulsed. During this attack, 
which was protracted and hotly contested, two of General 
Hill's brigades were driven back upon our second line. Gen- 
eral Early, with part of his division, being ordered to his sup- 
port, drove the enemy back from the point of woods he had 
seized, and pursued him into the plain, until arrested by his 
artillery. 

" The right of the enemy's column, extending beyond Hill's 
front, encountered the right of General Hood, of Longstreet's 
corps. The enemy took possession of a small copse in front 
of Hood, but were quickly dispossessed of it, and repulsed with 
loss. 

" During the attack on our right the enemy was crossing 
troops over his bridges at Fredericksburg, and massing them in 
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front of Longstreet's line. Soon after his repulse on onr right 
he commenced a series of attacks on our left^ with a view of 
obtaining possession of the heights immediately overlooking 
the town. These repeated attacks were repulled in gallant 
style by the Washington Artillery, under Colonel Walton and 
a portion of McLaw's division, which occupied these heights. 

^' The last assault was made after dark, when Colonel Alex- 
ander's battalion had relieved the Washington Artillery, whose 
ammunition had been exhausted, and ended the contest for 
the day. 

^' The enemy was supported in his attacks by the fire of 
strong batteries of artillery on the right bank of the river, as 
well as by the numerous heavy batteries on the Stafford 
Heights. 

" Our loss during the operation, since the movements of the 
enemy began, amounts to about eighteen hundred, killed and 
wounded. Among the former, I regret to report the death of 
the patriotic soldier and statesman. Brigadier-general Thomas 
R. K. Cobb, who fell upon our left ; and among the latter, 
that brave soldier and accomplished gentleman. Brigadier- 
general M. Gregg, who was very seriously, and, it is feared, 
mortally wounded, during the attack on our right. 

"The enemy to-day has been apparently burying his dead. 
His troops are visible in their first position, in line of battle; 
but, with the exception of some desultory cannonading and 
firing between the skirmishers, he has not attempted to renew 
the attack. 

" About five hundred and fifty prisoners were taken during 
the engagement, but the full extent of his loss is unknown. 

" I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, " R. R t.tcp!, 

" General in oommand." 

On the day following the dispatch of this Report, Bumside 
determined to withdraw across the river, from Fredericksburg, 
and reoccupy his old position. This was most skilfully done, 
during the night and early morning of December 15th and 
16th ; and every man, with all the property, was safely brought 
away, the pontoon bridges removed at the same time, before 
General Lee and his army were aware of it. Thus ended an- 
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other terrific battle, wherein immense slaughter occurred, and 
no positive advantage was gained to either side. The ghastly 
field was such, that even those most inured to sickening scenes 
of blood shuddered. The loss of brave men on both sides was 
great, though far greater on the North than on the South ; and 
the destruction of peaceful homes and private property such as 
to make the most indifferent pause thoughtfully on beholding 
it. Qeneral Lee, with the well-known sensibilities of his kindly 
nature, felt this acutely, especially as these were the native 
scenes of his early youth, and every thing around him re- 
minded of cherished family ties, and associations. But honor 
and duty forbade any display of his own personal feelings. 
Neither had he time to dwell upon painful memories of the 
past. His native soil had chosen him to defend her rights and 
privileges as an independent State, and the united South had 
elected him for its chief. Thus he had to keep himself actively 
employed, and not allow one moment to be taken away from 
carefully watching over, and, as far as possible, protecting the 
interests of the people confiding in him. 

When the news concerning Lee's victory at Fredericksburg 
reached Richmond, the hopes of the South at first rose high 
that some important results would attend the success of their 
arms. But these hopes were speedily dashed to the ground, 
when it was found that the Northern array had been able to 
eflTect a successful retreat. People at a distance fancied that 
Lee could and should have wholly annihilated Burnside and 
his men, but they little knew the almost utter impossibility of 
such a task on either side. There was the same amount of in- 
domitable courage, the same skill, more or less displayed — 
the same fertility of resources — the same perseverance, and 
the same remarkable personal bravery (with rare exceptions) 
amongst officers and privates alike, on the part of the North 
as well as the South, and with the latter as the former. 
Neither could justly claim a superiority in these respects. 
B(5th of the contending parties were akin in all the fearlessness 
of character and heroism of mind for which they of old, in 
the days of Carthage and of Rome, have been remembered. 
And it is only the difficulty of trying to compress, within a 
limited space, details belonging to prominent individuals, that 
forbids us dwelling with an admiring pen (though also, with a 



86 80UTHERN OENE&ALS. 

saddened heart, to find such brave men fighting against each 
other) upon the many heroic deeds on record. We must let 
them pass now, and merely confine ourselves to general events. 
A master mind occasionally does arise amongst the many great 
and brave ; and it is evident that, for the South, in its great 
emergencies, General Lee was. that master mind; yet he could 
not do more than direct, and plan, and personally encourage 
his brave men. He could not annihilate foes who were equally 
brave and daring as himself, and, moreover, fought with the 
knowledge that theirs was a cause about which there could be 
no dispute as regarded its loyalty and national right There- 
• fore, when cavils, at any time, were raised by thoughtless men 
against their general, he only showed a more noble and su- 
perior mind, by calmly pursuing his way, regardless of them. 

Tlie public approbation, however, of the Confederate au- 
thorities, of the Southern Congress, and of tliose competent to 
judge, as well as the people generally, was fully awarded to 
General Lee, and no terms of laudation and esteem seem to 
have been strong enough to express what was felt concerning 
him. Nor was he, himself, unmindful to bestow just praise 
upon those who had so ably and cheerfully seconded his efforts. 
In a general order, issued on the 31st of December, 1863, he 
expressed himself very warmly on the endurance and good 
conduct of his troops. 
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The commencement of the year 1863 was signalized by no 
event of any military importance as connected with General 
Lee personally. A family affliction, the death of his daughter, 
Annie Carter Lee, at Jones* Spring, Warren county, North 
Carolina, may, however, be recorded ; but the private history 
of the Confederate chief — that inner life of a great man which 
all love to hear about, and to read — cannot yet be written, 
until by himself, or another authorized, those particulars are 
given to the world. But a summary of cavalry exploits un- 
dertaken by his direction towards the close of the past year 
and the beginning of this, in which, as usual, his sons, nephew, 
and personal friends bore themselves bravely, may be aptly 
noticed here. In his general order, February 28th, Lee says: 

"About the 1st of December, General Hampton, with a de- 
tachment of his brigade, crossed the upper Rappahannock, 
surprised two squadrons of Union cavalry, captured several 
commissioned officers, and about one hundred men, with their 
horses, arms, colors, and accoutrements, without loss on his 
part. 

" On December 4th, General W. F. Lee's brigade crossed the 
Rappahannock below Port Royal, in skiffs, attacked the en- 
emy's cavalry pickets, captured forty-nine officers and men, 
etc., and recrossed the river without loss. 

"On the 11th and Idtli of December, General ITampton mado 
two successful raids to Dumfries and the Occoquan. 
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" On the 25th of December, General Stuart, with detach- 
ments of Hampton's, Fitzhngh Lee's, and W. F. Lee's brigades, 
under command of those officers, made a successfal attack 
upon the enemy's rear at Dumfries, Alexandria, the Occo- 
quan, and north of Fairfax Court-house, returning to Culpep- 
per with more than two hundred prisoners and twenty-five 
wagons." 

On February 16th, 1863, Captains McNeil and Stamp, of 
General Imboden's cavalry, with twenty-three men, attacked 
a Union supply-train near Komney, routed the guard, and took 
a number of prisoners. 

The 25th of February, General W. F. Lee attacked and 
damaged two of the enemy's gunboats at Tappahannock, dri- 
ving them down the river. The same day. General Fitz Hugh 
Lee, with four hundred of his brigade, crossed the Kappahan- 
nock, and reconnoitred the enemy's lines to within a few 
miles of Falmouth, broke through his outposts, fell upon his 
camps, killed and wounded many, took one hundred and fifty 
prisoners, and safely returned 'firith only a loss of fourteen 
killed, wounded, and missing. 

The next day. Brigadier-general W. E. Jones made an attack 
upon two cavalry regiments of Milroy's command, in the Shen- 
andoah valley, and routed them, taking two hundred pris- 
oners, etc. 

Major White, of General Jones' command, attacked the 
enemy's cavalry near Poolesville with success. 

Captain Eandolph, of the Black Horse cavalry, had also 
made several bold reconnoissances. 

Lieutenant Mosby, with his detachment, had likewise done 
much to harass the enemy. 

Sergeant Michael, with seventeen men of Hampton's bri- 
gade, had, in like manner, performed a heroic act in routing 
a large body of Federals ; " and, in conclusion, adds General 
Lee, " the commanding general takes special pleasure in ad- 
verting to the promptness of the officers in striking a successfal 
blow whenever opportunity ofiered, and the endurance and 
gallantry with which the men have always supported their 
commanders." 

We will now return to the main body of the army and its 
movements. 
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After ^ ]>attle of Frederiekebtirg, Burnside kept his posi- 
tioB at J'almoiith, imtil about the middle of Jannarj, when he 
begui to move higher op ihe Bappafaannock, u^itk the objeet 
mt %xjimg to ^rose the fordb^and make an attaek upon the 
0ank of' Oeseial Lee. Various eanses preyeoted this. At 
Jbet ike loada were dry and hard, bnt, by the time delajB 
mmre ended and ike army really prepared for the mareh, the 
^raatfaereaddenly beeame so bad that the roads were almost 
ia^MiSBable, aad finally the Hiiicm fcurcee returned to their for^ 
poer quarters. Of coorse these movements coald not b^ 
wholly concealed from the keen eyes of Oeneral Lee and his 
nflfeers. Aeoordingly, at any mohient, the Confederate army 
uras fally prepared for a renewed engagement! Moanwhile, 
iMweyer, another change in the command of the Korthem 
fiwoes ooetfnied. Bnmside, at his own reqnest, was relieved, 
and Hoc^er was appointed General-in-'chief, on the 26th of 
Jttmary, 1863. From tiiis date, for nearly three mont^ 
flBffire, both armies remained comparatively inactive. Ilie 
wintOT season was tpo inclement for any operations to be oaiv 
ried on snccessfully. Baids on both sides occasionally relieved 
the monotony of camp-life, and in one of these, on the 12th of 
March, a portion of Lee's cavalry made a bold dash within the 
Federal lines as far as Fairfax Court-house. Brigadier-gen- 
eral Stoughton was taken from his bed and carried off, and a 
detachment from his brigade, with guards, horses, &c., cap- 
tured. On the 17th of March a sharp conflict took place be- 
tween a body of cavalry under the Union General Averill, and 
an equal number of Lee's dashing horsemen at Kelly's ford, 
wherein both sides suffered. At length, on the 13th of April, 
Hajor-general Stonernan, with detachments of cavalry, in- 
fantry, and artillery, proceeded to several places in the neigh- 
borhood of the Eappahannock and the Kapidan, as an advance 
to reconnoitre the ground. No opposition of any importance 
was met with, and, therefore, General Hooker finally deter- 
mined to make the grand attack. 

At this time, the end of April, General Lee's army was en- 
camped along the Eappahannock, from above Fredericksburg 
on the left, to Port Royal on the right, and numbered* about 
70,000 men, while Hooker's army consisted of about 120,000 
men, in the highest condition and spirits. To attack LeOi 
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therefore, and fight him with hopes of success, Hooker thonght 
it a good plan to make a feint on the right of the Confederate 
army, abont three miles below Fredericksburg, and at the 
same time carry on a vigorous flank movement on the left, 
and thus compel Lee to come out of his intrenchments. The 
execution of this plan was commenced on Monday, the 36th 
of April, bythree corps of the Union army marching up the 
river, northwest, some twenty miles, to a place called Kelly's 
ford, where they arrived and crossed on the next evening and 
following morning. They then promptly turned round to tiiiQ 
south, and before night, had reached the Rapidan which mna 
from the west, and unites with the Eappahannock at about 
twelve miles from Fredericksburg. Due south of this junction, 
at about four miles, is a place called Chancellorsville, and 
tliither the three Union corps, joined by Stoneman's cavalry, 
and afterwards by another corps — the Second — made their 
way. They all arrived without the slightest interruption, ou 
Thursday night, April 29th, and General Hooker here made 
his headquarters. 

Meanwhile, the other part of Hooker's plan of attack waa 
being carried out at the same time. Three other corps were 
sent down the river to a place called Deep Run, there to croBS 
and make show of attacking Lee in great force. This was 
done, still without molestation, and so certain did the Federal 
troops now appear of success that Hooker, on the next day, 
April 30th, issued the following order : — 

'^ It is with heartfelt satisfaction that the commanding gen- 
eral announces to the army that the operations of the last 
three days have determined that our enemy must either in- 
gloriously fly, or come out from behind his defences and give 
us battle on our own ground where certain destruction awaits 
him. The operations of the Fifth, Eleventh, and . Twelfth 
corps have been a succession of splendid achievements.'' 

That such elation did seem justifiable at the time, may be 
gathered from the fact that, apparently, Lee and his army ' 
were indeed completely entrapped. Longstreet, at that pe- 
riod, was not with Lee, having previously been detached with 
his c(#ps, and sent to face the enemy then advancing upon 
Suffolk, in Southeast Virginia. But, on the other hand, 
Stonewall Jackson and his veterans had joined him, and was 
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now stationed on the right Still, what means of retreat were 
there, if it was necessary for the army to fall back t The only 
road of communication with the rear, was by the railway from 
Fredericksburg to Richmond, or the turnpike from the same 
place to Gh>rdon8ville, passing through Chancellorsville, and 
this was now in possession of the enemy. Moreover, the cav- 
alry force of Gktneral Stoneman had been sent to cut up the 
communication by rail with Bichmond, and thus completely 
isolate Lee's army. Well, then^ might the Federal com- 
mander congratulate himself and his forces at this having been 
so speedily, and apparently so successfully accomplished. 
Bnt where, then, was the acute and clear-sighted Lee ? Could 
he be insensible to what was going on ? Not he ! — no, not 
for one moment, had he allowed what was taking place to es- 
cape his closest observation ; and beneath a calm and seem- 
ingly indifferent exterior — at least to those who knew him not 
— not to his brave and trusting troops — he was silently plan- 
ning the means fur a more effectual overthrow of his enemy, 
and even while the congratulatory order of Hooker was being 
issued, Lee was in the act of bursting upon him with an effect 
that soon completely altered the tone of joy to one of dismal 
foreboding. He had allowed the crossing of the Rappahan- 
nixjk on his left, and likewise the crossing of the river on his 
right, that he might thoroughly penetrate the enemy's design 
before making any movement of his own that might possibly 
weaken himself. It became evident to him that the strategy 
of McDowell at the tirst battle of. Bull Run, was now being 
adopted by Hooker ; and, therefore, on the night of Thursday, 
April 29th, he ordered General Jackson to leave one division 
to watch the enemy on the right — already lessened by the de- 
tachment of one of the three corps sent to join Hooker — and 
march rapidly to the extreme left, where a portion of hiS for- 
ces, under Anderson and McLaws had already been forwarded 
in advance to watch the Union army. Jackson, characteris- 
tically, started on his march at midnight, and in the morning 
joined the forces in advance. He then proceeded towards 
Chancellorsville, and between that place and Fredericksburg, 
encountered Sykes' division of General Meade's corps, thrown 
forward by Hooker to reconnoitre. Some heavy firing ensued, 
but the Union forces fell back according to previous orders, 
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and, as night approached, Jackson halted to get tip the whole 
of his command, and better prepare for the next day. That 
evening General Lee arrived with such additional forces as he 
deemed it prndent to withdraw from their intrenchments, and 
immediately a consultation was held. 

The position attained by Hooker was indeed a most formi 
dable one. ChancellorsviWe is eleven miles from Fredericks- 
burg, and about four miles from the point of confluence of the 
two rivers, and consisted of a lai'ge two-story brick house, 
formerly kept as a tavern, and a few outhouses. It is situated 
on the plank-road leading to Orange Court-house, and is easily 
approached by roads from the several fords of the Rapidan 
and Bappahannock. Between Chancellorsville and the Rapi- 
dan lies "The Wilderness," a district of country formerly 
covered with a scrubby black-jack, oaks, and a thick, tangl^ 
undergrowth, but now somewhat cleared up. The ground 
around Chancelloi'sville was heavily timbered, and favorable 
for defence. Seven miles from Chancellorsville, on the road 
to Fredericksburg, and four miles from the latter place, is 
Salem Church. 

It was at Chancellorsville, Hooker had formed a double line 
of battle, resembling the two sides of a square — ^liis right rang- 
ing along the plank-road nearly east and west, his left extend- 
ing towards the river, nearly north and south — the apex, where 
the two lines of battle joined each other, being near the Old 
Chancellor house. In front of these lines the dense timber of 
the region had been felled so as to form an almost impassable 
series of abattis : in rear of this were elaborate ranges of earth- 
works for infantry ; and behind, as upon either flank — wher- 
ever, indeed, a position could be obtained — ^the hills bristled 
with artillery, completely protected from attack by felled 
timber. 

During the consultation between Generals Lee and Jackson; 
it was seen that to storm Hooker in front would be vain, with- 
out a frightful loss of life. Consequently, a suggestion made 
by the heroic Jackson, that he should attempt a flank move- 
ment to the left, was assented to. But even this was a task 
almost impossible, as was thought, in the time necessary to be 
effective. A road had to be actually ciU through the forest 
protecting Hooker's advanced right, and this was done under 
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the most extreme difficnltiee, and, neeeasarilj, with much 
eeereqr. Geoeral Fitz Hugh Lee's brigade of cavalry was dis- 
posed in saeh a manner as to gnard the front and flanks of 
the oolnmn as it advanced, {h>m observation on the part of 
the enemy, by driving off scooting parties and acting as pio- 



Diverging to the lelt from the plank-road, the command, 
wUch BOW consisted of three divisions only, and the cavalry, 
moved to and passed the point known as ^* The Fnmace," and 
tiience proceeded towards the road leading to Gk>rdonsville, 
erossing it near its jnnction with the road 'to G^ermania ford. 
It was along this road that the main body of Hooker's right 
was posted, and to get round this, it was necessary for Jackson 
to move still farther to the left. Accordingly, the march was 
eontinned, the cavalry moving upon the flank, as well as the 
dense undergrowth of timber in the wilderness permitted. 
Thus, apparently screened from the enemy, the head of the 
eolnmn reached Oermaifia ford, about half a mile east of the 
old Wilderness post-office. At this point, Oeneral Fits Hugh 
Lee informed General Jackson that by ascending a neighbor- 
ing hill, he could obtain a view of the position of the enemy, 
and perhaps be taken for a mere simple vidette. He did so, 
accompanied by one or two of bis staff, and saw at a glance 
the enemy's position. Instantly, he turned to one of his aids, 
aud said briefly, "Tell my column to cross that road," and 
then hastening back to the head of his command, gave orders 
to prepare for action. 

It is not in our power, here, to give the details of this bat- 
tle. All we can do is to hurriedly sketch such movements as 
were undertaken by the contending parties respectively, under 
Generals Lee and Hooker, while we occasionally introduce the 
Barnes of the other actors in the engagement, that belong to 
this especial work. 

The attempt of Jackson to effect a flank movement, by sur- 
prise on Hooker's right, was not so successful as he had sup- 
posed. The Union forces were commanded by shrewd and 
fikilfuj generals, who closely watched every motion made by 
Lee and his men. Accordingly, the advance of Jackson had 
been perceived, and, to ascertain its true character. General 
Sickles was sent by Hooker with a reconnoissance in force 
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towards the quarter threatened. At the same time certain 
divisions were pushed to the front, and were speedily engaged 
with General Lee's command, under McLaws and Anderson. 

It was about 5 p. m. on Saturday, May 2d, when the fight 
began, by Kodes' and A. P. Hill's divisions, under orders of 
Jackson, rushing to the assault, and so fierce and sudden was 
the attack, that, in a short time, the Federal troops opposed 
to it (principally the Eleventh Corps) gave way. In a few 
moments more they threw down their arms, and fied towards 
headquarters in the wildest disorder, Jackson's men pressing 
the advantage with renewed vigor. Thiis, on their right and 
rear, the Union forces found themselves furiously attacked 
and driven back by General Jackson's command, while in 
their front, Lee himself, with Anderson and McLaws, not 
only stood their ground, but succeeded in preventing any 
advantage being obtained by the entrapped foe. Hooker sent 
up reinforcements to his right, but it was evident that noth- 
ing could retrieve what had alread/ been lost. Night came 
on, but a bright moon soon rose to shed its calm and holy 
light upon the terrible scene, and the fighting still continued, 
with the same saccess for the Confederate arms. 

It was at this time, about nine o'clock, when Jackson — ^the 
esteemed and admired, alike of friend and foe — met his death, 
and that, most lamentably, at the hands of his own men. He 
had been, with his stafi^, reconnoitering, when, on returning, a 
regiment of his command, mistaking the general and his com- 
panions for a party of the foe, fired upon them, killing one or 
two on the spot, and so severely wounding their beloved com- 
mander that he died soon afterwards. No words can possi- 
bly convey the anguish and mourning that followed, not 
merely among his own soldiers, but everywhere. General 
Lee, on hearing that he was wounded, immediately addressed 
him a note, as follows: 

" General : I have just received your note, informing me 
that you are wounded. I cannot express my regret at the 
occurrence. Could I have directed events, I should have 
chosen, for the good of the country, to have been disabled in 
your stead. I congratulate you upon the victory which is due 
to your skill and energy." And, when it was known that he 
was dead, a general order was issued by Lee, expressive of the 
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great grief felt, and eulogizing the departed hero in the highest 
terms. 

Oeneral A. P. Hill now took command of the Confederate 
left, bat soon afterwards was himself wounded, and obliged to 
relinquish it to General Kodes, who yielded it to General G. 
H. Stuart, on his arrival. The latter renewed the fight, and 
compelled the enemy's right wholly to give way. 

Sunday morning the battle still raged, and with increased 
fury. In every direction the Union forces were made to 
retreat, and at one time it was thought by the Confederate 
army, that Hooker's was certain of entire capture, so com- 
pletely did they seem hemmed in. But this was not so. 
General Lee soon perceived that the enemy were still in force, 
toward the river, and, moreover, beard that Sedgwick was 
advancing on his rear, from where he bad crossed below 
Fredericksburg. This movement necessarily compelled Lee 
to turn and meet the new foe, who had succeeded in tem- 
porarily defeating the force, left at the lower crossing, under 
JEarly and Barksdale. Accordingly the divisions of Anderson 
and McLaws were sent back towards Fredericksburg, to check 
Sedgwick's advance. This was successfully done, not, how- 
ever, without great loss to both parties, and, finally, night 
coming on, the conflict was for a short time closed. 

Tlie enemy, however, was not yet defeated. The same un- 
conquerable spirit, and the same fierce bravery, which belonged 
to Lee's impetaous soldiers, was possessed also by Hooker's 
men, and every inch of ground was pertinaciously resisted. 
That the Union troops had made a mistake in strategy, or in 
maturing their plans, was sad, but it was no reason they 
should give way without a great struggle; and, therefore, 
during the night the Federals, on Hooker's extreme left, 
massed a heavy force against McLaws. Anderson moved 
rapidly to his support, and during the day, Monday the 4th, 
General Lee arrived, having secured the advantage he had 
gained in Hooker's front. About 4 p. m., the battle was 
renewed here with impetuous fury, and in a short time Lee's 
forces succeeded in driving back the enemy, and, finally, com- 
pelling them to cross the Rappahannock with great slaughter. 
Tliere still now remained, however, .the principal part of 
Hooker's army, on the south side of the river, at the United 
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States ford. No time, therefore, could be lost. One half of 
the cneray defeated and effectually forced back, there was yet 
the rest to conquer, and conquer them he must, at once, if 
possible. Accordingly, Anderson and McLaws were ordered 
back to Chancellorsville and the ford. But the weather now 
changed, a storm of wind and rain set in, continuing, without 
cessation, until Wednesday forenoon, and during this time 
Hooker rccrossed the river, " leaving the dead on the battle- 
field unburied," and, owing to "the rapid rise of the river,'* 
unmolested from General Lee, who was thus unable to follow 
him. Even the wounded belonging to the Union army were 
left behind, under charge of the medical director. Dr. Luckley, 
and not until a week afterwards, May 12th, were they able, some 
1,200 in number, to be returned to their own camp. Tliey were, 
however, as kindly treated as possible, by General Lee, consider- 
ing his already straitened means, and he even sent a flag of truce 
to General Hooker for supplies for them, stating that his own 
medicines and hospital stores were exhausted. 

The two -armies now re-established themselves in their old 
positions, remaining inactive for some little time; but the 
effect of the late week's battles was of even more importance 
than perhaps appeared. It proved the undoubted superiority 
of generalship on the part of Lee and his officers, while it also 
contributed greatly to strengthen the moral power and prestige 
of the South. Indeed, this was fairly and honorably admitted 
by several of the Northern journals when commenting on the 
battle, and, in speaking of the defeat the Union forces had 
received, it was said, "We had men enough, well enough 
equipped, and well enough posted to have devoured the 
ragged, imperfectly armed and equipped host of our enemies 
from off the face of the earth. Their artillery horses were 
poor, starved frames of beasts, tied on to their carriages and 
caissons with odds arid ends of rope and strips of raw hide. . 

And yet they have beaten us fairly, beaten us all to 

pieces, beaten us so easily that we are objects of contemp.t 
even to their commonest private soldiers, with no shirts to 
hang out of the holes in their pantaloons, and cartridge-boxes 
tied round their waists with strands of rope." 

On the 7th of May, General Lee issued an address to hia 
army, congratulating his officers and men for 'Hhe heroic 
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conduct they had displayed under trying vicissitudes of heat 
and storm, in a tangled wilderness, and again on the hills of 
Fredericksburg," and inviting them to unite on the following 
Sunday " in ascribing to the Lord of Hosts the glory due his 
name." At the same time, a letter from President Davis was 
read, wherein he said to General Lee : " In the name of the 
people, I offer my cordial thanks, to you and the troops under 
your command, for this addition to the unprecedented series- 
of great victories which your army has achieved. The univer- 
sal rejoicing produced by this happy result, will be mingled 
with a general regret for the good and the brave who are 
numbered among the killed and the wounded." 

It might be supposed after this, that General Lee's mind 
would have been quietly resting awhile; but not so. Like his. 
father, " Light Horse Harry," he was determined to follow 
up every advantage where, by so doing, an object of impor- 
tance could be gained. That object, especially dear to himself 
and to every Virginian in his army, as well as necessary to 
the South, was to compel the Union forces to evacuate the 
State and fall back on their own Federal soil. .Accordingly,, 
various cavalry reconnoissances were made along the Rapidan, 
and, finally, Ewell, who had succeeded to Jackson's command, 
was rapidly marched across the Blue Ridge Mountains, by 
way of Front Royal, into the Shenandoah Valley, upon Win- 
chester. fThere he quickly defeated General Milroy, and then 
promptly moved up to the Potomac, where he occupied all 
the fords. 

Meanwhile certain movements in Lee's army, at Fredericks- 
burg, led General Hooker to suppose that some of the Con- 
federate forces had been withdrawn ; and, accordingly, on the 
5th of June a strong reconnoissance was sent across the river 
on Lee's right. Some skirmishing ensued, but Lee's strategy 
was again displayed by masking his real strength, and by an 
appearance of greater means than he actually had, leading his 
enemy to suppose his entire army was still there. 

At this time, the beginning of June, the Confederate Army 
had been completely reorganized, and filled up, and it was in- 
tended by Lee, in conjunction with the authorities at Rich- 
mond, once more to attempt a blow on the enemy, within their 
own States. For this purpose, on the 3d of June, a part of the 

7 
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army left Fredericksburg for Culpepper Court-house, and, after 
the Federal reconnoissance of the 5th, was joined, on the 8th, 
by Longstreet and Ewell, — the cavalry under General Stuart 
also being concentrated there. On the following day an at- 
tack was made by the Union cavalry, on this force of Stuart's. 
A severe engagement ensued, and continued until late in the 
afternoon, when the enemy was forced to retire, leaving nearly 
four hundred prisoners behind. ^ 

Lee having evacuated Fredericksburg, now marched rapidly 
forward in pursuance of his plans, while Hooker, withdraw- 
ing from the line of the Rappahannock, took up a strong po- 
sition at Manassas and Centreville, so as to interpose his army 
between the Confederate forces and Washington. But in the 
mean time Lee had pushed on the rest of his forces, and merely 
BO played with the enemy as to mislead him entirely. Indeed, 
so well was this done, that an impression began to prevail in 
the North, that all fear of an invasion into Pennsylvania might 
be cast aside, and the Governor of New Jersey went so far in 
this feeling of confidence, that his troops were recalled. Lee, 
however, was even then well on his way. Hooker had followed 
him to the passes of the Blue ridge, but was so uncertain 
whether he meant to give battle there or move up the valley, 
that time was lost, and instead of bringing the point to an 
issue at once in Virginia, the Federal commander had to hastily 
cross the Potomac, and take position in Maryland. Tliere he 
was in hopes that Lee would give him battle, but again was 
disappointed ; for that able general had, after a skirmish be- 
tween the cavalry of Stuart and Pleasanton, promptly followed 
his advanced forces up the Shenandoah, and on the 24th of 
June crossed the Potomac, in the vicinity of Shepherdstown. 
The corps of General Ewell had preceded Lee two days before, 
and on the 23d had occupied Chambersburg, where a most 
praiseworthy order was issued against the sale or use of intox- 
icating liquors in his army without permission of a Major- 
general. Lee himself, immediately after his arrival, issued 
very stringent orders against " unnecessary or wanton injury 
to private property," and enjoined upon his officers "to arrest, 
and bring to punishment all who shall in any way oflTend." 
Indeed his whole order on this subject is most praiseworthy, 
and truly Christian in spirit. 
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On the STih of June, the whole of Lee's army was at Oham- 
berabnx^g. Preparations had been made to advance on Harris- 
bnrg, bnt the design was abandoned on the 29th, in conseqnenoe 
of information that the Federal army was moving northwards, 
and so menadng the eommunicationB of the Confederate army 
with the Potomac. To cheek the Federal advance, therefore, 
Generals Longstreet, Hill, and Ewell were ordered to proceed to 
Oettysbnrg. Bnt, before we give any particulars of the battle 
that here followed, let ns again, for a moment or two, speak of 
Gteneral Lee himsdf, not forgetting that since the sixth of June, 
and thns within twenty days, he had brought his entire army 
from Ftedericksbnrg, by the way of the Shenandoah Yalley, to 
Gtet^bnrg, in Pennsylvania, without obstmction. This, as 
has been justly said, will rank with some of the most remark- 
able marohes on record, even though others have been per- 
formed by brave and enduring men, under Sherman, Bose- 
cnns. Blunt, Grant, and other eminent leaders, not omitting 
the extraordinary and hasardous retreat with Hunter, across 
and along the mountains in Southwest Virginia. But, when 
Lee set out upon this northern expedition, he* was confronted 
by one of the largest and best-appointed armies the enemy ever 
had on the field. Winchester, Martinsburg, Harper's Ferry, 
and Berry villo were garrisoned by hostile forces, and the Union 
cavalry were in splendid condition. Yet, General Lee marched 
along the Rappahannock, over the passes of the Bine Ridge 
mountains, up the Shenandoah Yalley, and across the fords of 
the Potomac, into Pennsylvania, without his progress being 
arrested. 

At this time, Gteneral Lee was in every respect a most popu- 
lar man, and deservedly so. Even his opponents, with some 
few partisan exceptions, gave him that honorable meed of 
praise which was his due. Bearing in mind that he was a 
Virginian, and had forsaken a splendid home and rich estate 
in defence of what he considered to be the just cause, only one 
opinion as to the disinterestedness and integrity of his motives 
could be given, though the wisdom of his course may cer- 
tainly be much questioned. His personal character was also 
above reproach ; and, as we have shown, even in his military 
operations, every possible forbearance and kindly disposition 
was evinced by him towards a foe. A foreign writer, in speak- 
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ing of him at this date, says : ^' General Lee is, almost with- 
out exception, the handsomest man of his age I ever saw. He 
is fifty-six years old, tall, broadshouldered. very well made, 
well set up— a thorough soldier in appearance — and his man- 
ners are most courteous, and full of dignity. He is a perfect 
gentleman in every respect. I imagine no man has so few 
enemies, or is so universally esteemed. Throughout the South 
all agree in pronouncing him as near perfection as a man can 
be. He has none of the small vices, such as smoking, drink- 
ing, chewing, or swearing ; and his bitterest enemy never ac- 
cused him of any of the greater ones. He generally wears a 
well-worn, long, gray jacket, a high, black felt hat, and blue 
trowsers, tucked into his Wellington boots. I never saw him 
carry arms ; and the only marks of his military rank are the 
three stars on his collar. He rides a handsome horse, which 
is extremely well groomed. He himself is very neat in his 
dress and person ; and in the most arduous marches 'he always 
looks smart and clean." 

The same writer adds, that he understood Lee never to have 
slept in a house since commanding the Virginia army, and he 
had invariably declined all oflfers of hospitality, fearing that the 
person offering it might afterwards get into trouble on account 
of having sheltered him. In fact, whatever may be the ideas 
of persons interested on either side of the war as to its conduct 
and that of its leaders, no one of honest impartiality can deny 
to General Lee the credit of being a perfect Christian gentle- 
man, a brave, skilful soldier, and a thoroughly unambitious, 
unselfish man. And thus, under such a leader, united with 
subordinate chiefs of similar virtues, and all devoted to the 
cause in which they had embarked, did the Confederate army 
march to the battlefield of Gettysburg. 

On the 26th of June, General Lee encamped on the turn- 
pike-road, three quarters of a mile from the town of Gettys- 
burg, and so particular was he as regards any thing that might 
seem to press harshly upon the inhabitants around, that he was 
very chary of giving passes, even to officers of rank, to visit 
Chambersburg, or elsewhere. No private houses were al- 
lowed to be entered on any pretence whatever, not even to 
procure rations for the troops ; and the stringent order already 
xoentionedi was issued by him against all manner of retaliation. 
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This order was tolerably well received by his troops, but, in 
Buch a large army, where so many bad characters are sure to 
be found, it was, as is always the case, impossible to preveut 
instances of plunder and pillage. This is true of both sides in 
the war, and should be fairly admitted when speaking of ruin 
and devastation, either by the North or the South ; and no 
doubt it is equally true, as it assuredly is of Lee, that other 
generals, in common with him, not only used every effort to 
protect private property and non-combatants, but also severely 
punished delinquents when guilty of any breach of this com- 
mand. 

On the Ist of July, Hill's division, joined afterwards by 
Ewell's during the engagement, came up with the Federals, 
who were driven through Gettysburg with heavy loss. The 
Federals retreated to a high range of hills, and the attack was 
not pressed that afternoon, as the Confederates did not know 
the force of the enemy. General Lee, in his report, says : " It 
had not been intended to fight a general battle at such dis- 
tance from our base, unless attacked by the enemy ; but find- 
ing ourselves unexpectedly confronted by the Federal army, 
it became a matter of difficulty to withdraw through the moun- 
tains with our large trains. At the same time the country 
was unfavorable for collecting supplies, while in the presence 
of the enemy's main body, as he was enabled to restrain our 
foraging parties by occupying the passes of the mountains 
with regular and local troops. A battle thus became, in a 
measure, unavoidable. Encouraged by the successful issue of 
the first day, and in view of the valuable results which would 
ensue from the defeat of the army of General Meade,* it was 
thought advisable to renew the attack. 

" On the following day, abou't two in the afternoon, the Fed- 
eral position was again assaulted. Unfortunately, on the pre- 
vious day, when the enemy were driven through Gettysburg, 
they had obtained possession of the high range of hills south 
and east of the town, and were so posted as to make its posi- 
tion almost impregnable. 

"The town of Gettysburg is situated upon the northern 
dope of this ridge of hills or mountain range, and about one 

* Hooker had been relieved at his own request, and Meade appointed. 
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and a half or two miles from its summit. The western slope 
of this range was in cultivation, except small patches where 
the mountain-side is so precipitous as to defy the efforts of the 
farmer to bring it into subjection to the ploughshare. At the 
foot of the mountain is a narrow valley, from a mile to two 
miles wide, broken in small ridges running paralliel witli the 
mountains. On the western side of the valley rises a long 
high hill, mostly covered with heavy timber, but greatly in- 
ferior in altitude to the mountain range upon which the enemy 
had taken position, only running nearly parallel with it. The 
valley between this ridge and the mountain was in cultivation, 
and the fields were yellpw with golden harvest. About four 
or five miles south of Gettysburg, the mountain rises abruptly 
to an altitude of several hundred feet. Upon this the enemy 
rested his left flank, his right being upon the crest of the range 
near Gettysburg. 

" The Confederate line of battle was formed along the western 
slope of the second and inferior range described above, and in 
the following order, — Ewell's corps on the left, beginning at 
the town with Early's division, then Eodes' division ; on the 
right of Eodes' was the left of Hill's corps, commencing 
with Heth's, then Pender's, and Anderson's divisions: On 
the right of Anderson was Longstreet's left — McLaw's be- 
ing next to Anderson, and Hood on the extreme right of 
the line, which was opposite the enemy's left on the highest 
eminence." 

It was not imtil the afternoon that the attack again com- 
menced. General Lee gave the orders for Longstreet to begin, 
and then, in quick succession, the other divisions to follow 
him. This was done. Longstreet was gallantly met by Gen- 
eral Sickles who, for two hours, stood firm against the assault, 
and then fell back, but, the wavering line having been rein- 
forced from Meade's centre, the Confederates were repulsed in 
that quarter with great loss. The divisions of McLaws and 
Anderson attacked the centre of Meade, and fought with ter- 
rific fury, but after again and again charging up the steep 
sides of the hills on which the enemy were posted, they, also, 
had to retire. On the Confederate left, Ewell had made an 
attack upon the high ground before him, and General G. H. 
Stewart achieved some success, bat, here again, the enemy 
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cune forwmrd^with reinforcements^ and finally compelled him 
to retire. Thus, in this day's fight, the advantage was decid- 
edly in favor of the North. 

Meanwhile, and direedy the firing began, General Lee had 
joined Hill jnst below a tree, and remained there nearly all 
the time looking through his field-glass, sometimes talking to 
Hill, and sometimes to Colonel Long, of his staff. But generally 
lie sat quite alone, on the stnmp of a tree ; and daring th& 
wliole time the firing continued he sent only one message, and 
received only one report. It was evidently his system to ar-, 
nmge the plan thoroughly with the three corps commanders, 
and then leave to them the duty of modifying and carrying it 
out to the best of their abilities. 

Soon after 7 t. m. the following report came to General 
Lee by signal from Longstreet,* ^* We are doing well," and a 
little before dark the firing dropped off in every direction, and 
BO(m ceased altogether. Intelligence then came that Long- 
street had carried every thing before him for some time, captur- 
ing several batteries and driving the enemy from his positions. 
But when Hill's Florida brigade and some other troops gave 
way, he was forced to abandon a small portion of the ground 
he had won, together with all the captured guns except three. 
His troops, however, bivouacked during the night on ground 
occupied by the enemy in the earlier part of the day. 

By 6 o'clock next morning (July 3d) General Lee was 
again in the saddle, and, with Longstreet and his staff, com- 
menced reconnoitering and making preparations for renewing 
the attack. As they rode along, and being rather a large 
party, they often drew upon themselves the attention of the 
hostile sharpshooters, and were two or three times favored with 
a shell. One of these shells set a brick building on tire which 
was situated between the lines. This building was tilled with 
wounded, principally Union men, who thus must have perished 
miserably in the flames. As General Lee rode along, some of 
the dead were being buried, but great numbers were still lying 
about, also many mortally wounded, for whom nothing could 
be done. Amongst the latter were several of the Union troops 
dressed in the 2^uave costume, and these opened their glazed 
eyes upon the Confederate general in a painful, imploring man- 
ner. Alas ! with all his desire to abate their present sufiering. 
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he could do nothing then. His mind, and all his faculties 
were engrossed by the important considerations involved in the 
next movement he should make. 

During the morning of this eventful day — ^a day that was to 
decide the great battle — " one of the most terrific combats of 
modern times, in which more than two hundred cannon were 
belching forth their thunders at one time, and nearly 200,000 
muskets were being discharged as rapidly as men, hurried with 
excitement and passion, could load them," the fighting was 
renewed on the Confederate left, and during this time General 
Lee ascended the College cupola in Gettysburg to reconnoitre. 
The issue was, perhaps, even then apparent to him ; but no 
steps to alter previous plans were deemed necessary. At 11 
A. H. there was a general cessation of firing, and for about two 
hours all was quiet. It was, however, merely that calm which 
is well known to precede the fierce hurricane in nature's 
storms. At a given signal, the shrill sound of a Whitworth 
gun broke the ominous silence, and then commenced a can- 
nonading absolutely appalling, and certainly beyond the power 
of pen adequately to describe. One writer, who was in the 
Confederate army, says, " The air was hideous with most dis- 
cordant noise. The very earth shook beneath our feet, and 
the hills and rocks seemed to reel like a drunken man. For 
one hour and a half this most terrific fire was continued, dur- 
ing which time the shrieking of shell, the crash of falling tim- 
bers, the fragments of rocks flying through the air, shattered 
from the cliffs by solid shot, the heavy mutterings from tlie 
valley between the opposing armies, the splash of bursting 
shrapnel, and the fierce neighing of wounded artillery horseSi 
made a picture terribly grand and sublime." 

But the day was not for the South. The most daring deeds, 
and the most earnest resolution could not gain the victory over 
the North at Gettysburg. Men fought on both sides with 
bravery, perhaps never surpassed, and the record of that three 
days' battle must ever arouse a thrill of admiration and aston- 
ishment. 

In his report, General Lee says, " Our troops succeeded in 
entering the advanced works of the enemy, and getting posses- 
sion of some of his batteries ; but our artillery having nearly 
expended its ammunition, the attacking columns became ex* 
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poMdl to the heayy fire of the numerous batteries near the snio- 
mit of the ridgOi and after a most determined and gallant 
•troggle were oompelled to relinquish their advantage and fall 
bade to their original positions with severe loss." 

Still the Confederato forces struggled on ; and, during one 
period, when the Federal G^end Howard slackened the fire 
of hia guns to allow them to oool, it was determined to make 
erne more desperate attack, a storming party rushed forward 
witiiont a moment's hesitetiou. Hie division of Genend Picketti 
which had arrived since the previous day, led the advance^ 
supported on the right by Wilcox's brigade of Anderson's 
division, and on the left by Heth's division, commanded by 
General Pettigrew. lliese latter, however, being mostly raw 
soldiers, wavered; but Pickett^s Yirginians pressed forward 
uider a terrible fire of grape, shell and cauister from fortgr 
gans opened upon them. On they pressed, crossing tlie Em* 
mitsbnrg road, and steadily approaching the masses of Federal 
infantry. Hundreds of them go down under the murderous 
fire, and still they falter not, but — ^up to the enemy's rifle pits 
they rush — over them they go, and tiien with a wild yell dash 
np to the very muzzle of the terrible guns belching forth flame 
and destruction upon them. Vain I vain ! They are now un- 
supported. Pettigrew's line has been broken, and his men fly 
paniC'Btricken to the rear. The brave general, himself, is 
wounded, but still retained command, and strives to rally his 
men. But they heed him not, and he is left alone, while 
Pickett and his brave Yirginians contend as best they can 
against the fearful odds opposed to them. Presently relief ap- 
proaches. General Lee sends Wright's brigade to their sup- 
port, and, finally, the remnant of them effects a retreat. 

It was now that General Lee showed some of those admira- 
ble qualities, for which he was so noted and esteemed. For- 
getful of himself, he rode about, quite alone, in front of the 
wood, rallying and encouraging the broken troops, the whole 
of his staff being engaged in a similar manner further to the 
rear. His cheerful and placid face displayed no signs of the 
slightest disappointment, care, or annoyance; and to the 
soldiers he met, some words of encouragement were addressed. 
To one he would say, ^' All this will come right in the end ; 
we'll talk it over afterwards ; but, in the mean time, all good 
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men must rally. We want all true men just now." To 
another, he would speak in similar terms ; and, to the slightly 
wounded, words of exhortation were used for them to bind up 
their liurts and take a musket again in the emergency. And 
very few failed to answer his appeal, many even of the badly 
wounded taking off their hats to cheer him. To a foreign 
military oflScer of rank, who had come to witness the battle, 
he said: "This has been a sad day for us, Colonel — a sad 
day; but we can't expect always to gain victories," and, at 
the same time, seeing this gentleman somewhat exposed, 
advised him to get into a more sheltered position. 

Notwithstanding the misfortune which had so suddenly be- 
fallen him. General Lee seemed to observe everything, however 
trivial. When a mounted officer began to ill treat his horse 
for shying at the bursting of a shell, he called out, " Don't 
whip him, Captain ; dont whip him. I've got just such another 
foolish horse myself, and whipping does no good." 

There was a man lying flat on his face, in a small ditch, 
groaning dismally ; General Lee's attention was drawn to him, 
and he at once ai)pealed to the man's patriotism to arouse 
himself, but finding such to be of no avail, he had him igno- 
miniously set on his legs, by some neighboring gunners. 

General Wilcox now came up to him, and, in very depressed 
tones of annoyance and vexation, explained the state of his 
brigade. But General Lee immediately shook hands with 
him, and said, in a cheerful manner, " Never mind. General. 
All this has been my fault. It is I that have lost this fight, 
and you must help me out of it the best way you can." In 
this manner did General Lee, wholly ignoring self and position, 
encourage and reanimate hid somewhat dispirited troops, and 
magnanimously take upon his own shoulders the whole weight 
of the repulse. "It was impossible," says the writer already 
quoted, " to look at him, or to listen to him, without feeling 
the strongest admiration, and I never saw any man fail him, 
except the man in the ditch." 

It is difficult to exaggerate the critical state of affairs as they 
appeared about this time. General Lee and his officere were 
fully impressed with a sense of the situation ; yet there was 
much less noise, fuss, or confusion of orders, than at any ordi- 
nary field day. The men, as they were rallied in the wood, 
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broDj^ up in detaehmentSi and hj down qniet and 
ooottj in tbe poBitions aarigned diem. 

The resolt of this day^ fight oonvinoed Oeneral Lee that 
tlie Federal position was impregnable, and his ammunition 
being nearlj exhausted, oflienisiye operations conld not be 
xesnmed, wea had it been desirable. On the following day, 
with rain fidling in torrents, both armies were occupied in 
boiying their dctfid ; and, at night, Lee retired with the whole 
of his troops and prisoners, except the wounded. The march, 
however, was so slow, owing to the storm, that not until after 
daylight of the 6th, had his rear column left Gettysburg ; yet 
no important effort was made to impede him. On Monday, 
the 6di, Lee arrived at Hagerstown, and on the following day 
tiie adrance of Meade was at Funktown, six miles south of 
that plaoe. Meanwhile, General Couch, in command of the 
department, had immediately sent forward General W. F. 
Smith, in command of the militia that had been called out 
fimn the seTeral States, and directed a pursuit of the Confeder- 
ate army. At Carlisle, General Smidi was met by G^eral 
W. H. F. Lee, who had there expected to find Ewell. Lee 
retired, and Smith now joined his raw troops to those of 
Meade ; but, by this time General Lee had reached the Poto- 
mac at Williamsport, ready to cross. Here a difficulty awaited 
him. " The Potomac," he says, " was so much swollen by 
the rains that had fallen almost incessantly since our entrance 
into Maryland, as to be unfordable. Our communications 
with the south side were thus interrupted, and it was difficult to 
procure either ammunition or subsistence ; the latter difficulty 
being enhanced by the high waters Impeding the working of 
neighboring mills. The trains with the wounded and prisoners 
were compelled to await, at Williamsport, the subsiding of the' 
riyer, and the construction of boats, as the pontoon bridge left 
at Falling Waters had been partiidly destroyed. The enemy 
had not yet made bis appearunce, but as he was in a condition 
to obtain large reinforcements, and our situation, for the 
reasons above mentioned, was becoming daily more embar- 
rassing, it was deemed advisable to recross the river. Part 
of the pontoon bridge was recovered, and new boats built, so 
that by the 13th, a good bridge was thrown over the river at 
Falling Waters." 
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Lee crossed over in face of the enemy (who had arrired on 
the 12th, and taken up position) '^ with no loss of material, 
except a few disabled wagons and two pieces of artillery, 
which the horses were unable to move through the deep mud. 
Before fresh horses could be sent for them, the rear of the 
column had passed." 

Before finally retreating from Maryland, General Lee, on 
the 11th of July, issued an address to his army, acknowledging 
the gallantry and devotion of his troops, and concludes hia 
modest report with a few words of kindly remembrance of the 
^^ brave officers and patriotic gentlemen who fell in the faithful 
discharge of their duty, leaving the army to mourn their loss 
and emulate their noble examples." 

General Meade ordered a pursuit of Lee, and, at the Falling 
Waters, an encounter took place, which was the cause of some 
official correspondence on the part of both generals. The 
Federal commander stated that he had captured a brigade of 
infantry, besides the two pieces of artillery, etc., already men- 
tioned ; and to this General Lee replied at some length in a 
denial. He says that " the enemy did not capture any organ- 
ized body of men on that occasion, but only stragglers and 
such as were left asleep on the road, exhausted by the fatigue 
and exposure of one of the most inclement nights known at 
that season of the year. It rained without cessation, . . . and 
the last of the troops did not cross the river at the bridge till 
1 A. K. of the 14th. While the column was thus detained on 
the road, a number of men, worn down with fatigue, laid down 
in barns and by the roadside, and though officers were sent 
back to arouse them as the troops moved on, the darkness and 
rain prevented them from finding all, and many were in thia 

way left behind No arms, cannon, or prisoners were 

taken by the enemy in battle, but only such as were left 
behind, as I have described under the circumstances." 

To this reply, General Meade, in an official letter to General 
Halleck, responds by reiterating his former statement, and 
inclosing the report of General Kilpatrick, who commanded 
the cavalry on the occasion. From this report, it would seem 
that General Lee had been misinformed as to the affair. 

We have mentioned the preceding, because it not onlj 
belongs to matters connected with General Lee'a personal 
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hifttoiy, but because it shows, 'yeiy strikingly, the condition 
wad bsAtlships of the soldiers (on both sides alike) during the 
war, although what is here narrated is bnt triflii/g, compared 
with what has been endured at other times. 

The pnrsnit of Lee was resumed by a flank moyement of the 
Federal army, crossing the Potomac at Berlin and moving 
down the Loudon YaDey. Ihe cavalry were pushed into 
■erenl passes of the Blue Bidge mountains, but despite all 
eflbrta of the Union forces, G^eral Lee succeeded in once 
more establishing lus men on the Bapidan, while General 
Meade took position on the Bappahannock, and thus termi- 
nated the campaign. 



CHAPTER VI. 

PoMtioD of the two Armies.— Qeneral Meade's Order. — Grsod Revieic of the Con- 
federate Army. — Longstreet sent to reinforce Bragg. — Lee's sndden Flanking of 
Meade. — Minor Operations of the Army. — Imboden. — Fitzhugh Lee, — General Sta- 
art. — Meade's Attack on Ewell.— Lee visits Rich moud.— Question of Banking Officer. 
—Bragg as Military AdviRer.— Condition of the Confederate Army.— Religion in the 
Camp. — Amusements. — Thanks of Confederate Congress to Lee and his Army. — 
General Caster's Raid. — Position of Lee's Forces.— Reinforced by Longstreet. — Day 
of Fast. — Commencement of a New Campaign. — Grand Advance of the Northern 
Army. — General Ulyss^es Grant. — Battle of the Wilderness. — Heroic Achievements. 
— Spottsylvauia. — Grant Crosses the Pamunkey. 

The pursuit of Lee by General Meade had been as follows : 
On the 18th of July the latter moved across the Potomac; on 
the 19th he was at Lovettsville ; on the 20th and 21st at 
Union; on the 22d at Upperville; on the 23d at Markham 
station ; on the 24th at Salem, and on the 26th at Warrenton, 
with the army occupying the same line which it did two 
months previous. 

On the 30th of July, General Meade issued an order of a 
very stringent character, concerning "numerous depredations 
committed by citizens, or rebel soldiers in disguise harbored 
or concealed by citizens along the Orange and Alexandria 
railroad," within his lines, and threatened not only severe 
punishment to offenders, if caught, but held the " people within 
ten miles of the railroad responsible in their persons and 
property" for any injury done. 

During General Lee's advance into Pennsylvania, some cor- 
respondence had taken place between him and President Davis 
on the subject of reinforcements, and the latter intimated that 
there was some doubt as to whether the capital might not bo 
left too defenceless, owing to certain movements of the enemy 
again on the peninsula. From this, it appears that General 
Lee must have felt some difficulty about staying long across 
the PotomaC) lest Sichmond should be endangered while his 
army was at too great a distance to go quickly to its rescue. 
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Trae^ there were other forces, and other oomtnanderBi bat they 
were all maoh occupied ekewherci and it was mainly npon the 
army of Yirginia that the Confederate authorities at the capital 
had to depend. 

That there was some cause for doubt may be seen from the 
fiust that General Diz, then in oonmiand at Fort Monroei had 
made a diyenion towards Bichmond, and also to threaten the 
eonmianications of Leci and while thus occupied, Tunstall's 
slatioii .was seised^ and Brigadier-general W. F. Lee--one of 
the general's sons — was captured. . The return, however, of 
tbe army from across the Potomac to its old quarters on the 
Bapidan, rdieved the public mind. South, and again cl^ured 
thepminsula. 

It was now necessary for a time that some rest should be 
obtained to recruit the army, and prepare for friture work. 
OoneequeDtly a short period of relaxation followed, and fur- 
loogjis were granted to the men. The system adopted by 
General Lee, with regard to these furloughs, was very good. 
His order on the sulyect stated that, for the purpose of diow- 
iDg " as many of the brare soldiers to visit their families and 
friends as can be done consistently with the service, and at 
the same time give some reward for meritorious conduct, a 
system of furloughs is instituted in the army." First, two for 
every one hundred men present for duty, and afterwards at 
the rate of one in a hundred. Commanders were to forward 
urgent and meritorious cases for approval, and the time of 
leave varied, according to the State, from fifteen days in Vir- 
ginia to thirty days in Louisiana. 

On September 9th, General Lee held a grand review of his 
army, at which were present Generals Ewell, Longstreet, Hill, 
Stuart, Wilcox and others of note. The condition of -the troops 
was excellent, and the only fault the strictest disciplinarian 
could find was the irrepressible manifestations of afiection for 
the generals. The number of troops reviewed is not stated, 
but it must have been considerable, for in passing along the 
lines and returning, the various generals had to gallop over 
nine miles. 

About this time affairs in the western departments led to a 
withdrawal of Longstreet's portion of the Virginian army, for 
the purpose of reinforcing Bragg. At first, it had been sup- 
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posed at Washingtoi), thajb Lee was receiving more reinforce- 
ments ; but on the 14th of September General Meade reported 
that, in his opinion, and from all that he had learned, Lee had 
been reduced in his forces by Longstreet's withdrawal, and by 
some regiments from Ewell and Hill. To meet this additional 
force in the west, the North dispatched General Hooker, with 
nearly two corps from Meade's army, to reinforce Koseerans 
in Tennessee. Thus the two armies in Virginia still confronted 
each other with about the same comparative numbers. A period 
of total inaction, except occasional skirmishes, seemed to have 
settled on both parties. Tlie Federals were in a good position, 
and the North clamorous for another onward movement, but 
none took place. Neither did it appear that General Lee felt 
inclined to take the initiative in a fresh struggle. In fact, a 
sort of lethargy had apparently fallen upon all, and in the 
beginning of October so much quiet reigned, that people both 
in the North and South began to wonder and to speak aloud 
in murmuring tones. 

Suddenly, however, unexpectedly, and in a marvellous, un- 
intelligible way, it was reported that General Lee and his army 
had flanked Meade, and was several miles in his rear, between 
him and Washington. ITien came alarm and dismay. A 
hasty retrograde movement of the Northern army ; an inef- 
fectual attempt to check the Confederate advance ; a severe 
engagement with the rear guard ; affrighted sutlers, and panic- 
stricken teamsters pouring in throngs along the roads to Wash- 
ington ; provisions and matiriel^ worth hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, given to the flames, are the primary results of Lee^a 
new and masterly strategy. Finally, the Northern army, 
jaded with a week's incessant marching, disheartened by an 
instinctive sense of the enemy's superior strategy, takes up a 
position on the old ground again. And thus it was, as we have 
already stated, Lee had posted his army on the line of the 
Bapidan, with his right wing at Fredericksburg, and his left 
near the Orange Court-house, while the Northern forces occu- 
pied the banks of the Bappahannock. On the Sth and 9th of 
October Lee suddenly dispatched a portion of his troops 
towards Madison Court-house, and by circuitous and concealed 
roads, contrived to get up near Culpepper witliout notice of the 
enemy. Lee himself with the bulk of hie army, except a show 
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of foroo^ voder Gteneml Fibshngh Lee, teft in his old linee^ 
swiftly followed, and on the llth was at Onlpepper, where he 
found Meade had retreated- along the line of railroad mnning 
to Alexandria. Lee immediately pnrsned, having now been 
joined by the commands of Stnart and Fitzhngh Lee, who had 
repulsed Bnford's attack on the remaining force of the Oon- 
fedkrates at the Bapidan, and driven him back to his main 
army. On the llth Lee arrived on the Bappahannock, at 
Warrenton Springs, after a skirmish with the Federal cavalry 
at Jefferston. The next day, after a short march to Warren- 
ton, where the whole army was rennited, a halt was made to 
snpply.the troops with provisions. On Tharsday, the 14th, 
Lm again pushed on in two colamns, and by different roads, 
towards Bristoe station, where the rear guard of Oeneral 
Meade, under Greneral Warren, was attacked by the advance 
of Oeneral Hill. A sharp fight ensued, ending in the repulse 
of Hill, with considerable loss, before Lee could send to his as- 
sistance. Tlie advance thus checked, and Meade, having re- 
treated to the old battlefields around Bull Bun and Oentreville, 
which he was strongly fortifying, it was deemed unwise by 
General Lee to continue the pursuit any further, especially as 
the intrenchments around Washington and- Alexandria would 
render abortive any success that might attend efforts to turn 
Meade^s new position. Accordingly, after destroying the rail- 
road from Cub Run southwardly, Lee, on the 18th, retunied 
to the line of the Rappahannock, leaving his cavalry in front 
of Meade. Next day this force was attacked, and compelled 
to retire, until General Fitzhugh Lee arriving, a severe action 
followed, and the Confederates advanced nearly to Haymarket 
and Gainesville. There Meade's infantry were met, and Fitz- 
hugh Lee fell back unpursued. 

While this flank movement and advance of Lee's was taking 
place, directions had been sent to General Imboden, of the Con- 
federate forces, in the Shenandoah^ to guard the passes of the 
mountains on Lee's left. This was done in a most admirable 
manner, and was then swiftly followed by the capture of 
Charlestown in West Virginia, by that gallant officer, on the 
18th of October. The Union forces stationed there, consisting 
of the Ninth Maryland regiment, and three companies of cav- 
dry, with their storea and transportation, were nearly all made 

8 
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captive. But, on a strong Federal force appearing from Harp- 
er's Ferry, Imbodenhad to retreat. 

General Lee had placed his troops again in position, on both 
sides of the railway, upon the line of the Rappahannock, with 
Ewell on theright, Uill upon the left, and the cavalry protecting 
each flank. It was fully expected that Meade would advance 
upon the Confederate forces as soon as he could, and this was 
seen to be the <jaso on November 6th, when, having repaired 
the broken railroad, I>e came in force upon Lee's army at Bap- 
pahannock station and Kelly's ford. An engagement fol- 
lowed, which was continued after dark, and resulted in the 
Confederates being defeated with great loss. General Lee 
then fell back to Culpepper, but finding that position untenable, 
he once more retired to his old lines on the Ilapidan. There, 
on the 27th of November, Meade again advanced upon the 
Confederates at Germania ford. General Edward Johnson, of 
Eweirs corps, with his division, was in advance, and the two 
armies came into collision about a mile and a half from the 
river, and near the plank-road, noted in the battle of Chancel- 
lorsville. A desperate conflict ensued, which was maintained 
on both sides with great obstinacy, until night caused a cessa- 
tion of the tight. The engagement was not again renewed ; 
but Meade withdrew next day from the front, and reoccupied 
his post about Brandy station, on the Orange and Alexandria 
railroad. This virtually ended the campaign for that year. 
With the exception of some skirmishes, and a slight engage- 
ment on the road to Orange Court-house, nothing more was 
done by the two armies. The Union forces went into winter 
quarters on the line of the Rappahannock about the 6th of 
December, and the Confederate army did the same on the 
Kapidan. 

Soon afterwards General Lee made a visit of some length, 
to Richmond, which was, no doubt, necessary to give himself 
some change, and to see his family ; but it was also for the par- 
pose of assisting in certain war-councils, especially with regard 
to new appointments in the military departments. General 
Bragg had been relieved from his command in the West, and 
was intended for the post of '* consulting or advising oflioer" 
to the Executive — in other words, virtually commander-in-ohief 
of the Southern ai-mies — while General Lee was to keep the 
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field iil^^jBp^ i bu^ many diffieultiee were in the way of snch 
an antuD^pS^t, thoagh -Bragg was not only the ranking gen- 
eral^ his fHends claimed for him far greater merits than the 
pnbHc generally acknowledged. General Lee, as he had in- 
Tariably done, was ready to r^nqaish self to* the senriee of 
his eonntiy; bat, naturally, his old classmate, friend, and 
former companion, J. K Johnston, had his warmest reoom- 
mendations in the matter 6f new appointments. The diffienlty 
airose thus: Ghnerals Oooper, A. 8. Johnson, Lee, Beaure- 
gavd, mod J. E. Johnston had been appointed under the pro- 
Tisioiial government, in 1861. When A. 8. Johnson ML at 
Shiloh, in 1863, after the organisation of the permanent goT- 
emment, Bragg was appointed to the vacancy, and this was at 
once confirmed by Congress. T^e appointments of Ooopisr, 
Lee, and the others, were also confirmed by the same Oongress, 
bat mkBegnenUy to that of Bragg, therefore he was considered, in 
reality, the senior general. Ihe matter was however settled, at 
this time, by Bragg^s appointment at Richmond, and Generals 
Lee and Johnston keeping their important poeitions in the field. 
There were many other causes tending to much anxiely in 
the mind of General Lee. His brave army had been subject 
to great depletion, and was sniFering from those accursed evils, 
which, even more than the battlefield itself, belong to war, and 
help to destroy lives to a greater extent than the cannon-ball 
and rifle-shot. Sichmond was no more exempt from this than 
any other capital, where a market is made by hordes of base 
contractors, who seize the opportunity of a nation's honr of 
peril to gorge themselves with golden spoils. The honorable 
and jast-dealing man, who fairly turns his goods to ordinary 
profit at snch times, can make no headway in snch a greedy 
crowd, and consequently has but faint conception of the friglit- 
fal and inhuman wrongs heaped upon the heroic soldiers 
bleeding for their country's weal. Well may a famous general 
in the Napoleon wars have expressed a wish that the whole 
chss of fraudulent contractors had but one neck, that he could 
have the pleasure of hanging them at once with a single rope ; 
for, if ever men deserve to be strangled or guillotined those 
do who thus take advantage of their country's need, and reck- 
lessly plunder government and soldier alike, by the vile sup- 
plies they cunningly substitute for the good samples speciously 
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submitted to inspection. Again, these same men, and their 
innumerable hangers-on, are too comfortable at home to risk 
their precious lives on the camp-ground, in the maintenance of 
that cause they, on both sides, talk so much about as a good 
and righteous one. The consequence is, that when inaction 
among the ranks of the army occurs, and, especially when 
cold and hunger — arising from short rations and ill-made gar- 
ments — are felt, desertions, repinings, apathy, and general dis- 
content, are sure to be found. The subordinate officers, even 
those of higher grade, experience this, and the generals in com- 
mand have, in such, far more to contend with than the greatest 
difficulties connected with strategic movements or a battlefield. 
In the case of the Northern army of Virginia there was, 
about the winter of 1863-4, much of this for General Lee to 
contend with. The line officers, it was said, who had marched 
many weary miles with their men, and had cheerfully borne 
all ordinary privations and want, bitterly felt the contrast be- 
tween themselves and the shirkers who staid a,t home, speculat- 
ing upon the miseries of citizens and soldiers alike. The 
consequence was that desertions were not unfrequent, and the 
commander-in-chief had to use all his own personal popularity 
in procuring fresh men to fill the ranks. Every thing he could 
possibly do to promote the welfare and comfort of his troops, 
it was universally admitted he did, and his example, not only 
in this respect, but by being constantly with them for so long 
a time, sharing their privations and often shelterless bivouacs, 
was of immense benefit. " He was truly the soldiers' idol, not 
merely on account of his great genius, but — like the first Na- 
poleon — he ever studied the wants 'of his private soldiers, and 
personally looked into their supplies." Yet, what could he, 
' what can any human being do, especially one of mind, of talent 
and masterly ability in great things, adequately to oppose the 
mean and contemptible trickery of little souls backed by the 
gold they have so avariciously contrived to make? Absolutely 
nothing! And, when the calm future arrives in the yet unoon- 
ceived history of the great and mighty people such as miut 
exist on this continent, the eye will look with amazement on 
the prolongation of this sad struggle, and truth will then admit, 
it was chiefly occasioned by the greed and infamy of designing 
BpeculatorSi and base men throughout the land. 
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To raeet tbese difficulties, General Lee had to exercise every 
available faculty of his mind. A tithe-tax was instituted, 
whereby the people in Virginia, around his troops, furnished 
supplies to the army, and in various ways did he so continue to 
lessen some of the evils spoken of, that several old regiments 
re-enlisted for the war, and new ones numerously came for- 
ward. He increased the length of furloughs, and it was truly 
gratifying to find the soldiers so promptly return at the expira- 
tion of their leave. Nor was another important subject in the 
welfare of the army forgotten. Say, or think what some will 
to the contrary, there is a sure safeguard for the moral, and 
even physical good of man, in unaffected, honest-hearted re- 
ligion, particularly when he is thrown amongst his brethren 
without the usual restraints of home society. Therefore, the 
exercises of religioit, even in its mere form alone, are of real 
practical good, and we find that it was much evinced in Lee's 
army. In accounts of what was then passing, it is said " the 
religious interest in the army is unchilled by the cold weather. 
Meetings are still held in every part of the army; and, in 
many, if not all the brigades, meeting-houses have been con- 
structed by the soldiers, for their own use, and faithful chaplains 
nightly preach to large and deeply attentive congregations." 

But, beside the more serious duties incumbent on a wise 
general to regard and encourage among his men, tlie lighter 
occupations of life were not forgotten. No one who has ever 
been called to headship over others — if he be at all capable of 
right feeling himself — can fail to know the importance of main- 
taining a healthy spirit of mirth and cheerfulness around. 
Give the soldier, or the sailor, or the employed artisan, a fair 
proportion of life's joys, whenever it can be done, and let him 
see and experience the pleasant smile or the uproarious glee 
of others around him, and assuredly it will do him immense 
good, no matter what his privations or even his sufferings may 
be. Accordingly we find many wise commanders especially 
attending to this, and in Lee's army (as it was also to be seen 
amongst the Union forces) sports and pastimes were not omitted 
^n the military economy established. A newspaper, called 
^e Rajnd Ann^ was issued by some of the soldiers, with 
pen and pencil, and the following is a specimen of its good 
tumor : 
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" Tactics of Kissing. — ^Eecruit is placed in front of the piece. 
First motion — Bend the right knee ; straighten the left ; bring 
the head on a level with the face of the piece ; at the same 
time extend the arms, and clasp the cheeks of the piece firmly 
in both hands. Second motion — Bend the body slightly for- 
ward ; pucker the mouth, and apply the lips smartly to the 
muzzle mouldings. Third motion — Break off promptly on both 
legs, to escape the jarring or injury should the piece recoil." 

It may seem trivial to bring forward such incidents as this, 
in writing a biographical sketch of % great man, but we con- 
ceive that nothing which tends to illustrate the character of 
such a one, and of those under his control, who as a glass 
throw back the reflection of his own face, should be omitted. 
Lee had been now, March, 1864^, for more than twenty months 
in command of that army, and much of the reflex of himself 
was sure to be found in the general actions of his men, when 
free to display the bent of their own inclinations. Thus, their 
pleasures and amusements, their sense of religious duty, and 
their devotion to the cause they served, were all indicative of 
that kindly and wise spirit which ruled over them. Nor was 
his family less thoughtful and friendly disposed toward the 
soldier. Like the angels of goodness and mercy in the North, 
who are ever seeking to relieve the wants and sufferings of tlie 
Union soldiers, so were there in the South, vast numbers of 
ladies constantly at work for the benefit of their own troops, 
and amongst them was ever prominent, Mrs. General R. E. 
Lee. On one occasion, hearing that a detail of men from the 
Fifty-third North Carolina regiment were engaged, during 
severe weather, in rebuilding the plank-road near Orange 
Court-house, Virginia, she made and presented to them thirty- 
seven pairs of most useful gloves, a gift the more valuable on 
account of the difficulty and the cost, at that time, to a soldier 
in procuring them. 

One more trait illustrative of General Lee's personal char- 
acter as a man, and yet as a military chief, and we pass to 
other and sterner things. A soldier had deserted, and had gone 
back to his wife, who, however, in spite, as she said, of her love 
for him, and the suffering and hardship she endured in conse* 
quence of his absence, would not shield him when ofScers 
came in search. The army needed every man in her country's 
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hour of tribulation, and to protect him while other brave men 
perilled their lives, and other women had to be separated from 
their husbands, brothers, and sires, was against her sense of 
duty. Therefore, he was arrested, though she was aware 
the sentence for his crime would be death. But, having done 
her duty, her woman's nature strove all in her power to get 
him pardoned, and that heroic wife, that true woman, had the 
bliss of succeeding. General Lee, hearing of the case, granted 
his reprieve at the moment of execution, giving as his reason 
for doing so, that it was on account of the noble-minded, 
patriotic wife, and as ^an encouragement for other wives to bo 
equally true to their country and their duty. 

Let us now turn to the general occurrences connected with 
Lee, from the beginning of 1864. 

On the 2d of January, in the Confederate Senate, at Rich- 
mond, Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas, submitted the following, 
with reference to General Lee and his army: 

" Whereas^ the campaigns of the brave and gallant armies 
covering the capital of the Confederate States, during the two 
successful years of 1862 and 1863, under the leadership and 
command of General Robert E. Lee, have been crowned with 
glorious results ; and, 

" Whereas^ these and otlier illustrious services rendered by 
this able commander, since the commencement of the- war of 
independence, have especially endeared him to the hearts of 
his countrymen, and have imposed on Congress the grateful 
duty of giving expression to their feelings; therefore, it is 

^^ Resolved^ by the Congress of the Confederate States of 
America, That the thanks of Congress are hereby tendered to 
General Robert E. Lee, and to the officers and soldiers of the 
Confederate armies under his command, for the great and sig- 
nal victories they have won over the vast hosts of the enemy, 
and for tiie inestimable services they have rendered in defence 
of the liberty and independence of our country. 

" Resolved^ That tlie President be requested to communicate 
these resolutions to General Robert E. Lee, and to the officers 
and soldiers herein designated." 

After some remarks by senators, highly complimentary to 
General Lee and the army, the resolutions were unanimously 
adopted, and were afterwards made known, by the commander- 
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in-cbief, in handsome terms, to bis officers and men. At about 
the same time be announced, in a special order, to tbe Mis- 
sissippi soldiers under bis command, tbe resolutions of tbanks 
of tbeir own State Legislature. 

Tbe month of January now passed without any military 
event of importance, except cavalry raids, and tbe capture of 
a Union wagon train by General Rosser, of Early's division, at 
Petersburg, in Northwest Virginia, on tbe 30tb, and the fur- 
ther destruction, on February 2d, of bridges over tbe Patter- 
son creek, and north branch of the Potomac, besides taking a 
number of prisoners. 

In the month of February, on the 6th, the Federals crossed 
in large force at Morton's ford, but, after a sharp contest, were 
repulsed by General Edward Johnson's division, and driven 
back over the river. They also attempted to cross at Barnett's 
ford, but were repulsed by General Scales' North Carolina bri- 
gade and Lomax's cavalry. 

On February 28tb, General Custer of the Union cavalry, 
made a raid on tbe left flank of Lee's army, and succeeded in 
getting as far as the vicinity of Charlottesville, where a camp 
of Stuarts horse artillery was stationed, near the Rayenna 
river. Tbe huts of this camp were arranged with mathemati- 
cal precision and soldierlike regularity. On one side were the 
horses, quietly standing at the time Custer's men approached ; 
on the other side, pieces of artillery were packed with all the 
appurtenances neatly arranged, and close to the caissons. 

It was about noon on Monday when the Federal horse ap- 
proached this camp, and immediately tbe Confederates sounded 
alarm. £ut the surprise was so sudden, that it w^as found 
impossible to save the caissons in the prompt retreat which 
had to be made. Captain Moorman, who commanded the 
post, ordered the men to retire, with what guns they could 
save, to a neighboring bill, whence they kept up a galling fire 
upon tbe Union cavalry, now engaged destroying the camp. 
This done, and the Southerners obtaining reinforcements, Gen- 
eral Custer and his men retreated towards their own lines. 
On the way, General Stuart, having swiftly followed on receipt 
of the news, met Custer near Stannardsville, and a sharp en- 
counter took place, the Union commander gallantly charging 
through, and ultimately reaching his own camp in safety. 






ThiB ex pillion of General Custer's was mainlj for tlie pur- 
l\me of drawing away the Confederate cavtilry from iho Cen- 
tral railroad to Richuiond, ao as to allow General Kilpatrick 
the better to at'crouiplisJi an object then in view, of penetrating 
within or to the fortifications. This bold expluit was emi- 
nentlj Buccessful, except in the cutting off of Lee's coiumunicaf* 
tions, and getting within the works around the capital. " 

But we must now hasten on to the more importaut events 
Klbat were shortly to oecun 

At this period, the beginning of March, the streoglh ofi 
the Confederate armies was estimated at 3^4,000. 

Lee's force was, as we have Baid, stationed along the Rapi- 
dan, aod Meade's on the banks of the Rappahannock. But 
now anotlier important actor was to appear upon the scene. 
Ulysses S, Grant, who had made himself famous aB the he 
of Fort Doneleon, Shih^h, and Vicksburg, had been appointed 
nUeutenaiit'getieral aud Commander-in-chief of all tlie Utiion 
fym^~ Modest and unpreterjding, calm and thonghtftjl in his 
Mifid, he was considered well fitted to cope with Lee j and, 
immediately npon the assumption of his rank ho prepared for 
active exertions in the field. 

General Lee, now reinforced by Longstreet, was not idle in 
adopting all precautionary measures to meet him. He strong- 
ly intrenched his lines, dug rifle-pits at the fords of the Bapi- 
dan, and kept a good force on the Gordonsville road so as to 
hold the communication open to Richmond by that route, 
while by the way of Fredericksburg he destroyed the bridges 
and rails in order to prevent, or make more difficult, the 
enemy ^8 advance in that direction. Thus, then, when the 
battle between the two parties was likely to commence, it was 
snre to be again a bloody one. What the plan of the new 
campaign would be no one but the few initiated knew. Gen- 
eral Grant was exceedingly reticent, and Lee equally so. In- 
deed, on both sides, all communications respecting movements 
of the army were forbidden to be published. The visit of 
General Grant to Butler at Fortress Monroe, indicated some 
important strategic operation in connection with the cam- 
paign, but nothing appeared as to the actual object in view. 

On the 7th of April General Lee issued a general order di- 
recting the morrow to be observed '^ as a day of fasting, ha- 
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miliation, and prayer." All military duties, unless absolutely 
necessary, were to be suspended, and the chaplains were de- 
sired to hold divine service in their regiments and brigades. 
Officers and men were " requested" to attend. This passed, 
the final preparations were made for the deadly struggle that, 
it was evident, would soon commence. The Northern array 
was strong, fresh, vigorous, and anxious for the fight. The 
Southerners were firm, defiant, and maddened with the sense 
of wrongs they felt had been infiicted upon them and their 
homes. ''For your stricken country's sake, and ours," said 
the "wives, daughters, sisters, and friends" of these soldiers in 
a published address to them, " be true to yourselves and our 
glorious cause. Never turn your back on the flag, nor desert 
the ranks of honor, or the post of danger. You are constantly 
present to our minds. Tlie women of the South bestow all 
their respect and aflfection on the heroes who defend them." 
With such an appeal to them, who can doubt that the soldier 
— with rare exceptions — remained true and undaunted ? 

General L6e now sent to the rear all superfluous baggage, 
and unnecessary incumbrances. The sick and useless were 
removed from the camp, and due transportation provided for 
the movement of stores, and the conveyance of wounded in 
the forthcoming battles. Ever since Kilpatrick's "fruitless 
raid," the Confederates had kept a battery in position at Ely^s 
ford, and, when a party of foreign officers, visiting the Union 
army, rode to the front one day to examine Lee's position, 
they expressed an opinion that it was all but impregnable, so 
strongly and admirably had he fortified.it. As to the South 
itself, and what was thought there, we need hardly say that very 
hopeful ideas were prominent in the printed opinions. Gen- 
eral Grant was admitted to be "a man of far more energy and 
ability than any that had yet commanded the army of the 
Potomac," but " his performances would bear no comparison 
whatever to those of General Lee." 

Thus stood the two armies, and thus awaited and hoped the 
people of the North and South, towards the end of April, 
when at length some symptoms of an active movement oc- 
curred. About the 23d of April, General Grant, whose head- 
quarters were at Culpepper, ordered portions of two army 
corps to make a feint on Lee's left, and draw back Longstreet^s 
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Buppoeed movement in that direction. The result, however, 
was merely a reconnoissance on the part of the Union forces, 
and the occupation of Warren ton by the Confederates. In the 
latter part of April the famous Court-house at Madison was 
destroyed by an expedition sent from Washington. The Con- 
federates occupying the locality were attacked, — retreated, 
and fought in the town. The result was that the Union troops 
compelled a retreat of their opponents by tiring the place, and 
reducing nearly every house to ashes. On the 29th of April 
Mosby surprised a Union picket post of men at Hunter's Mill 
in Fairfax county, and captured six men, and eighteen horses. 
The rest escaped. Afterwards he was pursued, and the Fed- 
erals recaptured five horses, and took prisoner one of his lieu- 
tenants. 

May now opened, and the great and bloody drama of the 
war recommenced. On Tuesday night. May 3d, the Union 
army broke up its encampments and at dawn of next morning 
crossed the Rapidan at the old fords — Ely's and Germania — 
and in much the same line that Meade attempted in the pre- 
vious November, and where Lee had caused Hooker to retreat 
a year before. The Second corps, commanded by General 
Hancock, in front, crossed at Ely's ford, the Fifth corps, under 
Warren, took the Germania ford, while the Sixth (Sedgwick's) 
followed immediately upon it. Two corps of Lee's army were 
at once moved to meet them, — Ewell's by the old turnpike, 
and Hill's by the plank-road. The advance of Ewell's corps — 
Johnson's division — arrived within three miles of Wilderness 
run that evening and encamped. Rodes lay in his rear; and 
Early was next at Locust Grove, all ready to strike at Grant's 
advance the next morning. At about 6 a. m. the enemy was 
discovered by the skirmishers thrown out, and Johnson imme- 
diately pressed forward to gain a hill where he proceeded to 
form his troops in line of battle. The Union forces now ad- 
vanced as well as they could through the tliick tangled forest 
already mentioned in describing the battle of Chancellorsville, 
with a heavy line of skirmishers in front, and followed by a 
solid column four lines deep. At the first onslaught, the Con- 
federate skirmishers were driven in, and the Fifth corps of the 
Union army came thundering along, unchecked by a terrible 
fusilade from Johnson's line, until with deadly fire, and after 



12-^ 60UTHKBN OENKBAL8. 

a brief struggle, General Jones' brigade of Virginians were 
forced back. Jones strove, in desperation, to rally his broken 
troops, but with no avail ; and, as the brave general was im- 
ploring his men to stop their flight, a ball struck him, a];id he 
fell from his saddle a bleeding corpse. Captain Early, of his 
Btaif, was at the same time also killed. Now came the decis- 
ive moment. Warren's men poured forward with stern deter- 
mination, but just then General Stewart moved from his posi- 
tion in line of battle and with a wild cheer dashed upon the 
advancing Federals, driving them back by the impetus of his 
charge, and capturing their guns. At the same time Ewell 
ordered Daniels' and Gordon's brigades of Rodes' division to 
form on the right and charge. They did so, crushing through 
the enemy's first lines, and capturing many prisoners, besides 
some guns. The Federal front, now thrown into confusion, 
fell back and retreated some distance. Meanwhile, the Union 
troops were engaged in a heavy conflict on the left of this part 
of the field, wutli General Stafford at the head of his Louisian- 
ians, who succeeded in repulsing them, but with the loss of 
the general, who fell mortally wounded. Sedgwick had now 
come up, and fiercely attacked the Confederate left flank, but 
was repulsed by Pegram's and Hays' divisions. But again 
the brave Federals came on in dense masses, and the fight was 
renewed till after dark with great slaughter, Pegram, himself, 
falling severely wounded. The engagement for that day now 
ended, and both parties maintained their position on the field. 

Meanwhile, Hill's corps had moved along the Fredericks- 
burg plank-road, Heth and Wilcox in advance, while Ander- 
son remained behind for a time to guard some fords. The 
two divisions bivouacked for the night of the 4th near Ver- 
diersville. Kext morning the march was pursued along the 
same road, and parallel with that which, at the same time, 
Ewell was taking, though some three miles apart, the inter- 
vening space being the " Wildemdss" heretofore described. 
While thus marching an incident occurred that must be nar- 
rated as personally aflfecting General Lee. 

Between the two parallel lines of march, and in a part of 
the wilderness, was an open field, where, during the forenoon, 
the commander-in-chief, with General Hill and some other 
officers, were seated on the ground in consultation. At this 
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moment, some of the enemy's scouts and skirmishers, arrived 
near the spot, and miglit with the greatest ease have shot 
General Lee, had they not, on finding their dangerous position, 
hastily retreated, ignorant of who it was that had lain so 
closely at the mercy of their rifles. 

General Lee now opened a communication with Ewell, and 
Wilcox's division moved forward to effect the junction. The 
line of battle thus completed, now extended from the right of 
the plank-road through a succession of open fields and dense 
forest to the lefk of the turnpike. It presented a front of six 
miles, and occupied a very irregular plane along the broken 
slopes of the stream known as the Wilderness Run. There 
was, however, in the front, an almost impenetrable thicket 
which, as necessarily occupied by the Union troops, prevented 
their artillery being used except in the openings of the roads. 

It was now about 2 p. m. (May 6tli), and large columns of 
the enemy were seen coming up, along the roads from the 
Union rear. The attack then began in front of Hill, Heth's 
division for some time bearing the whole brunt of the fierce 
onslaught of the Federal troops. This being perceived by 
General Hill, he ordered Wilcox from Ewell's right to come 
to the support, which was done in double quick, at about 4 p. m. 
The conflict now was again most feaiflil, and continued with 
no important advantage to either side, but with considerable 
loss in killed and wounded, until night closed in and com- 
pelled the combatants to cease. 

During that night, the two armies lay so close to each other 
as to be within hearing. Indeed, a small stream on the Con- 
federate left constituted their mutual supply of water, and was 
so near both, that men from either side going out to fill their 
canteens from it, were very often captured by some from the 
other. It was in this manner Colonel Baldwin, of the First 
Massachusetts regiment, while slaking his thirst, was taken 
prisoner. 

We must now, for a moment, turn back to Longstreet's 
corps, which, on the 3d, was posted some thirteen miles south- 
west of the original position on the Rapidan. Ordered by Lee 
to march forward, it moved from Gordonsville on the morning 
of the 4:th, and on the night of the 5th it halted within twelve 
miles of the advanced field of battle just described. News, 
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however, now reached Longstreet, at midnight, of mil's dan- 
ger in front, and, accordingly, at 2 a. m. of the 6th, he aronsed 
his sleeping men from their bivouac, and marched on to the field 
of battle. That morning, at daylight, General Lee was him- 
self well in the advance, but on renewing the engagement, 
such was the impetuous valor of the Union troops that, despite 
the most determined bravery of Heth's and Wilcox's divisions, 
they were overpowered, and had to give way. On rushed the 
victorious Federals, pushing the Confederates before them to 
within a hundred and fifty yards of Lee, when, at that mo- 
ment, McLaws' division of Longstreet's corps arrived, and for 
a time checked the enemy in his victorious career. Then 
came up Anderson's division, and presently Longstreet him- 
self rushed forward with his staff to the front. Loud were the 
cheers that greeted him and General Lee as each rode on, — the 
former taking the more advanced post, and the latter person- 
ally directing and encouraging the men. Longstreet galloped 
forward, and as he pushed on. General Jenkins spurred to his 
side to grasp his hand, with the true pleasure of a soldier- 
friend, — for, be it remembered, Longstreet had but newly 
arrived from several months' campaign in Eastern Tennessee. 
13ut, alas ! hardly had the mutual congratulations passed each 
other's lips, when a deadly volley from one of their own bri- 
gades — mistaking Longstreet, Jenkins, and the rest, for a party 
of the flying foe — poured into them, at short range. Jenkins 
fell instantly from his horse a lifeless corpse, while Longstreet 
received a ball that entered his throat and passed out through 
his right shoulder. It was supposed that he was dead, but it 
was not so, and he was speedily taken to the rear for medical 
care. 

Tlie battle now became general, and the field was well con- 
tested on both sides. At one time, however, the aspect of 
affairs was so alarming for the South that, fearing for the con- 
stancy of his troops under such fierce attacks, General Lee 
placed himself at the head of Gregg's brigade of Texans, and 
ordered them to follow him in a charge. But the wounded 
Longstreet, ere he was moved, raised his feeble voice to pro- 
test against it, and even the rough soldiers positively refused 
to move until their beloved general in-chief had gone to his 
proper position of safety. 
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Ewell, on the extreme left, was battling severely against the 
powerful onslaughts of the enemy, and by a successful move- 
ment completely repelled Burnside's attempt to outflank him, 
in the space between Lee's two wings left vacant by Wilcox's 
removal. Ewell then united with the right, and again and 
again were the most valiant charges made on both sides with- 
out the crown of victory alighting positively on either party. 
Success, in a detached form, undoubtedly attended the one 
side and the other. Both took prisoners, and captured guns, 
colors, and materiel / but the general results were about equal, 
and when night again closed upon the scene, it was iQ blot 
out; of sight, for a few hours, another terrible field of carnage, 
no more decisive than had been that of the day before. In 
this battle. General Lee so much exposed himself that Presi- 
dent Davis wrote him a touching letter of remonstrance. The 
explosion of a shell under his own horse, the killing of the 
horse of his Adjutant-general, Lieutenant-colonel Taylor, and 
the wounding of another officer. Lieutenant-colonel Marshall, 
attached to his person, caused great and most affectionate 
anxiety in the army. 

On Saturday, the seventh, both armies moved their position 
— Grant's to take an interior road towards Eichmond by the 
Spott^ylvania Court-house, and Lee's, back, apparently, to- 
wards Orange Court-house, but in reality it was to reach 
Spottsylvania before the enemy. Something like a neck and 
neck race took place, but the advance of Lee arrived first and 
tiH>k up a good position, the main army quickly following. 
Jsext morning, Sunday, May 8th, a part of Warren's Fifth 
corps of Federals, under General Robinson, tried to dislodge 
Dnigstreet's corps — now under Anderson's command — from 
their strong position, but were repulsed, and General llobinson 
Wounded. Grant now placed his army in line of battle, Han- 
cock being on the right, Warren in the centre, and Sedgwick 
on the left, the line reaching about seven miles. The day 
following, about 2 p. m., the engagement began, but consisted 
principally of skirmishing. It was, however, at that time 
General Sedgwick was killed. 

Tuesday, May lOtli, the struggle was renewed at an early 
hour, Warren's corps being the one most hotly engaged against 
the Confederates, though all were fighting heavily. About 
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half-past five two divisions of Hancock's second corps crossed 
the Po river and advanced against Lee's left, making a strong 
show of giving battle there. Lee, supposing the enemy was 
massing forces at that point, moved his troops during the night 
and next day to that quarter, but, in the morning of Thursday, 
the 12tli, it was found that Hancock was again in the centre, 
and vigorously assaulting Johnson's division. The struggle, 
here, now became very fierce. Charge after charge was made 
by the Confederates to regain what ground they had lost, but 
they were met so determinedly that each time they fell back 
with broken and shattered ranks. The dead and wounded, ac- 
cording to the report of one eye witness, here lay piled over 
each other, "the latter often underneath the former." Gen- 
erals Edward Johnson and G. H. Stuart were taken prisoners ; 
and, on the Union side, Generals Wads worth and Hayes were 
killed, besides Sedgwick, as previously mentioned, and many 
more of lesser rank. 

It was now evident that Grant's strategy was, by a series of 
flank movements on Lee's right, so to revolve around him, 
even as the tierce cyclones of a tropical clime gyrate in their 
rapid career, that a constant surprise might be created, and 
the Confederate army kept unsettled, until the Union forces 
had again reached the old battle-ground of McClellan's on the 
Peninsula. To aid in this, a cavalry expedition was dispatched 
by Grant, while Lee was on the Rapidan, down the Richmond 
railroad. This expedition was under command of General 
Sheridan, since so noted in the Shenandoah Valley. It first 
effected some damfige at Beaver Dam, and thence moved 
rapidly to the South Anna and the Ashland station. But Gen- 
eral J. E. B. Stuart promptly followed, and on May 11th 
overtook them at the latter place. A sharp fight commencied 
between Fitz Lee's advance and the enemy, which resulted in 
Sheridan's leaving the place and pushing on towards the 
" Yellow Tavern," six miles only from Richmond. Stuart 
quickly moved ahead to intercept them, while General Gordon 
was aiding him by attacking them in the rear. An engage- 
ment ensued, and it was here that the lamented Stuart lost his 
life. 

After the engagement of the 12th, at Spottsylvania, little 
was done for a few days except skirmishing, but, on the 
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16th, Grant made a retrograde movement to the Ny river, 
where he received reinforcements, and prepared for another 
battle. Lee occupied the same position he had previously 
held, on the north side of the river Po. On the 18th 
Grant made an assault upon Ewell's line, with a view of turn- 
ing Lee's left, but this failing, the Union troops returned to 
their camp, after a severe loss. At the same time Grant began 
another of his flank movements, by moving to Guinney's sta- 
tion, some ten miles east of Spottsylvania, on the railroad. 
The Union cavalry, under Torbert, went in advance to clear 
the way, and the right corps followed. Lee was thus neces- 
sarily obliged to evacuate his position on the Po, and by an 
admirable movement took up a new position between the 
North and South Anna rivers before Grant's army had arrived. 
On Friday, the 20th, the Federal cavalry had reached 
Milford station, and the next and following day, Hancock, 
Warren, Wright (late Sedgwick's corps), and Burnside, en- 
camped there. 

On Sunday, the 22d, the Union line of battle stretched 
in a curve from Milford to Guinney's, through Bowling 
Green, and on the next day Gnmt determined to attack 
the CoiitV-derate lines. Accordingly, Warren crossed the I^orth 
Anna, ])rincipally at Jericho ford, the lUjen wading waist- 
deep, while Hancock engaged at Taylor's bridge. These fords 
and hridi^es were just ahove Sexton's Junction. AVarren's 
corps and the portion of Hancock's wliich had crossed, feeling 
their way towards the Little river and the Virginia Central 
railroad, were fiercely attacked, and were only extricated from 
a very perilous position by their determined bravery and the 
timely arrival of Bnrnside and AVright. 

Next day, Tuesday, May 24th, the fighting continued at 
Taylor's bridge, and at a place called Oxford ; and on Wednes- 
dav Grant found it necessary to make another flank movement, 
by recrossing the North Anna, and marching easterly towards 
the Para un key. To cover his plans, an attack was made on 
Thursday upon Lee's left, while a portion of Sheridan's cavalry 
tore up the Central Railroad track. As this was going on, the 
I'nion forces withdrew, merely keeping a strong body of skir- 
mishers in front of the Confederates, in order ta mislead them. 
But General Lee was fully master of the situation, and could 

9 
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not be thus blinded. Comprehending Grant's tactics, he was 
as prompt in his movements, and as skilful in his strategy as 
the Union commander. Moreover, the scene of battle was 
now, once more, nearing the old ground where his first great 
victories had been won. Richmond, too, the home of trusting 
wives and families, was again to be menaced ; and a wilj, as- 
tute, and determined foe was bent on its destruction. Ac- 
cordingly, no sooner did Grant's army, on the 28th, arrive at 
Hanovertown, on the Pamunkey, fifteen miles northeast of 
Richmond, than it was found the Confederates were in line of 
battle, from Atlee's station, on the railroad, ten or eleven 
miles north of Richmond, to Shady Grove, eight or nine miles 
north-northeast of the capital. To reconnoitre this position, 
on the same morning, Grant dispatched Torbert and Gregg's 
division of cavalry down towards Mechanicsville. But before 
arriving there, the Confederate cavalry, under Fitzhugh Lee 
and Hampton, were encountered at a place not far from Tolo- 
patoraoy creek. A severe engagement followed, ending in the 
Union cavalry remaining on the field, while Lee and Hamp- 
ton fell back to the main lines, both sides suffering much loss. 

On Sunday, tlie 29tli, the whole of the Union forces were 
across the Pamunkey, mardiing towards Richmond, and re- 
inforcements from Butler's army, on the James river, were 
arriving at White House, which once more formed the Federal 
base of supplies. 

On Monday, May 30th, the Union cavalry pickets on the 
left were driven in, and a sharp fight ensued, with some slight 
loss. The same afternoon, Rodes' division of Ewell's corps 
hotly attacked Warren's corps, then moving along the Mechan- 
icsville road, and Crawford's division was forced back. War- 
ren's flank was also in danger, but reinforcements arrived, and 
though General Meade ordered an attack of the whole line, it 
was dark before any other of the Federals but Hancock could 
respond. He, with his accustomed gallantry, dashed on, and 
succeeded in obtaining good ground in the advanced Confed- 
erate lines, but with no other important advantage. On the 
next day, May Slst, the two armies were ready for a general en- 
gagement ; and here, for a moment, let us review the whole 
situation as it was at that time, when the singular fortune of 
war had again made the Peninsula a deadly battle-ground. 
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^ One montli had hardly elapsed since the pre&ent campaign 
had begnn, and of those bravo compaixions and friends already 
lost to Lee J and to the Confederacy, the following are some of 
the prominent names : — 

KiUed^ M:ijor-general X E* B* Stnart; Brigadier- general 
Srafford; Brigadier general Jeniiings; Brigadier-general J. M. 
Jones; ColoneU Nances^ Grice, Carter, Forney , Avery, Ban- 
dolph, and Binney : W^ou-nded^ Lieutenant-general Longstreet; 
major-general Heth ; Major-general Pickett; Brigadier- gen- 
eral Walker; Brigadier-General Hays; Pegram; Benning ; 
Colonels Gail land, Kenedy, Heriietj Ronlove, Jones, Sbefiieldj 
Whitehead, Board, Winston, Lane, Saudcre, Falum, Miller, 
Davidson, Lamar, Crott, Hartsfield, Wilda, Hodge, and Wijiett; 
besides Major-general E, Johnson and G. II, Stuart captnred. 

When Lee stood in array againet Grant at the Eapidan, his 
force was then esrimated at less than 80,000; since then it had 
been considerably decreased by the many killed, and the 
wounded unfit for duty. But it had, also, been reinforced by 
Breckinridge with his troops^ ao that it now numbered about 
110,000 men. 

Grant's army, at this time, was estimated at 200,000, inclnd- 
ing all the reinforcements sent to him from Butler. 

The position of these two armies was as follows : — Grant was 
between the Chickahominy and the Pamunkey, with his left 
thrown forward to Mechanicsville, his right withdrawn to 
White House, and his reserve massed in rear of his left, and 
Sichmond somewhat behind his left flank. 

Lee was posted fhom Atlett's station, on his left (with his 
advance parties towards Hanover Court-house), to Gaines' 
Mill, with outposts as far as Coal Harbor. This position of 
Lee's was nearly identical with that of Jackson's in 1862 ; and 
indeed, the whole Confederate line of battle was on ground oc- 
cupied by both the armies at that time. 

On Tuesday, the 31st of May, there was some skirmishing 
between the two parties, and a cavalry attack at Cold Harbor, 
by Sheridan, against Fitzhugh Lee ; but it was not till next 
day, June 1st, the engagement fully began. 

Lee, anticipating Grant's last gyratory movement, had de- 
termined to secure positions he knew, from the battles of two 
years before, to be good ones. Accordingly he sent forward 
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to the right, Kershaw's and Hoke's divisions of Anderson's 
corps, with orders to occupy the eminences around Gaines' 
Mill and Cold Harbor. As already stated, Grant's orders had 
also been to secure these places, and the cavalry engagement 
of Tuesday partly effected it. But on arrival of Hoke's di- 
vision, shortly afterwards reinforced by McLaws', the Confed- 
erates obtained possession of the desired posts. At the same 
time Breckinridge and Mahone, of Hill's corps, were equally 
successful in gaining certain advanced positions. 

In the afternoon an attack was made upon Heth's division, 
by the Federals, reinforced by Baldy Smith's Eighteenth 
corps ; but after a severe and gallant fight, were unable to 
gain any advantage. Next morning it was found that Grant 
had made another gyratory movement, even as Lee suspected, 
and, therefore, he was closely followed. Tlie Confederates 
were put in motion on a parallel line, while Early, command- 
ing Ewell's corps (Ewell being sick), swung round, late in the 
afternoon, and took the enemy in flank, drove him from two 
lines of in trench men ts, and inflicted great loss. Meanwhile 
Breckinridge, supported by Wilcox, proceeded, under orders 
from Lee, to attack the advanced Federals, now on the extreme 
right, at Turkey Hill, and there succeeded in driving them 
away. Thus another important position was obtained by Lee, 
for this hill commanded the approaches from the north and 
east to the military bridges which McClellan had formerly 
thrown over the Chickahominy. It was evident to Lee that 
Grant was aiming for those bridges, consequently he continued 
to move his army to the right, until he had thrown it across 
the intended path of the Federals. During the night, breast- 
works were hurriedly thrown up, and every preparation made 
for the attack. This commenced early on the morning of 
Friday, June 3d, when the Union army, now extending from 
Tolopatomony creek to and across the road from Cold Harbor 
to the Chickahominy, advanced, in full line of battle, upon 
the Confederate army. 

The formation of the Union line of battle was as follows : 
From right to left, Burnside, Warren, Smith, Wright, and 
Hancock, the latter thus being opposed to Breckinridge, who 
was on Lee's extreme right, and Ewell's corps on the extreme 
left, opposite Bornsidey — Hill's corps being in reserve. Taking 
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the Oonfbderate right, Hancock, with his division commanders 
Gibbon, Barlow, and Birnej, dashed gallantly forward, and, 
fcHT die momenV carried the position held by Breckinridge, 
bot speedily General Finnegan, with Milligan's Florida 
brigade and the Maryland battalion, nxshed into the breach, 
and swept the brave Federals ont, and compelled tbem to 
radre^ thongh only to a shor^ distance. On the right of Han- 
eoek, the sixth and eighteenth corps of Wright and Smith 
•asanlted, with all their force, bnt with equally bad results; 
wliile Warren and Bomside vainly strove to gain some advan- 
tage over Lee's troops before them. Namerons were the 
Msanlts made by the Federals, bnt sach was the determination 
of the Confederates not to be beaten, that no amount of bravery 
on the Union side could overcome them. The slaughter was 
again immense, but we may not dwell upon it Enough that 
tihs battle of Gold Harbor was, after five hours' fighting, lost to 
Chant and won by Lee. 

Ob the following two days. Grant renewed the attack upon 
Lee, but without success, and during the night of the 5th he 
withdrew his right wing about two miles, and placed it behind 
a swamp which protected both the flank and front of that por- 
tion of his array. 

The battle of the 3d was fought upon the same ground as 
the battle of Gaines' Mill and Cold Harbor in 1862. It was at 
Cold Harbor that Jackson first struck McClellan's right and 
rear in his first grand fiank movement, a fact well known to 
the Confederates, and from which they drew fresh inspiration. 
Hie position of the armies was reversed in some respects, the 
Federals occupying nearly the same ground the Confederates 
held in 1862. In the engagements of that year at Gaines' Mill 
and Cold Harbor, McClellan, though strongly intrenched, was 
4;iven from his position with heavy loss. Thus far Grant had 
found it impossible to dislodge the Confederates from the same 
ground. The latter availed themselves, upon some parts 
of the field, of the works from which they formerly drove 
McClellan. 

Among the killed on the Confederate side were Brigadier- 
general Doles, of Georgia; Colonel L. M. Keitt, of South 
Carolina, formerly a distinguished member of the United 
States House of Representatives, and Colonel Edwin Willis, of 
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Georgia, a late graduate of West Point, and one of the most 
promising officers in tlie Confederate army. Among the 
wounded were Brigadier-general Law, of Alabama, Kirkland, 
of Georgia, and Lane, of North Carolina, the two first slightly. 
Major-general Breckinridge had his horse killed under him in 
the night attack of the 4th. 

On the evening of the 5th, General Grant sent a communi- 
cation to General Lee, proposing that when the armies were 
not actually engaged, either party may, upon notification to 
the other, succor its wounded and bury its dead. General 
Lee replied that he preferred the custom common on such 
occasions — to wit, that Ihe party desiring to remove its wounded 
and inter its dead should send in a flag of truce and ask per- 
mission to do so ; adding, that the burial party should be 
accompanied by white flags. To this Grant rejoined, afiecting 
to understand General Lee as accepting his proposition, and 
informing him that he would send forward a force between the 
hours of 12 and 3 p. m. of the 6th, to care for the wounded aud 
killed, and that they would be instructed to carry flags of the 
kind designated by General Lee. The latter immediately 
informed liim that he had misunderstood him, and that if he 
(Grant) should send out a party for the purpose indicated 
without first obtaining permission nnder flag of truce to do so, 
he would cause the party to be warned ofif by his pickets. 

Accordingly, Grant made the usual request for permission 
to bury the dead, and Lee immediately granted it. 
^ For several days after the battle of Cold Harbor there was 
comparative quiet, with the exception of a few unimportant 
skirmishes and picket firing. At length, on the 12th of June, 
Grant completed his preparations to abandon the late field 
of operations about the Chickahominy, cross the James' river, 
and occupy the south side towards Petersburg. To do this he 
had to make another movement round Lee's right, extending 
as far as Bottom's bridge, and march low down the Chicka- 
hominy as far as the next crossings at Long's and Jones' 
bridges. The movement was effected with consummate skill, 
and with hardly any impediment. On Monday evening, Jiine 
13th, the advance had reached Wilcox's landing on the James, 
near Charles' City Court-house, and the next day the whole 
Union army was safely transferred over to the opposite shore. 
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It may be a matter of suq)rise to some, that General Lee 
did not attack Grant in his movement to the James, but it 
must be borne in mind that Richmond and Petersburg had 
both to be guarded, not only against the army of the North, 
but also that of Butler, who had come up the river in force to 
co-operate with Grant. Consequently, it was the capital that 
had to be thought of, more especially as Hunter was advancing 
along the road to Lynchburg, with a view of throwing a third 
army, if possible, on the city. Lee, therefore, acted wisely in 
not forcing his troops into another conflict until they had been 
recuperated, and additional means of defence prepared. Some 
of his men he had to send away to assist in checking Hunter's 
advance, and it was about this time another brave Confederate 
general, J. W. Jones, was killed. Then, too, Sherman's opera- 
tions in the Western part of Georgia had more in them than 
met the general eye. Hence there was much to guard against, 
and be prepared for. Petersburg was well able to withstand 
a siege, especially with the additional fortifications promptly 
erected around it and on the banks of the Appomattox, while 
at Fort Darling, Drury's Bluff, there was as good and strong 
a point of defence as need be wished for. 

At the time Grant determined to cross the James, he had 
already sent the eighteenth corps, by way of the White House, 
back to Fortress Monroe, in transports. Thence it proceeded 
up the James, and, at 1 a. m. of June the 15th, disembarked at 
Bermuda Hundred. The different forces, thus united, now 
marched rapidly forward to invest Petersburg. It had been 
attacked once before, on the 9th, by an expedition from 
Butler's army, but, after making a gap in the Confederate 
lines, the Federals were repulsed. The first attack was made 
late in the afternoon of the 15th, by 15,000 men, under General 
Smith, Hancock then advancing along the road. The second, 
on the lOth, by the two corps combined, and the third on the 
17th, with Burnside's forces in addition to those already en- 
gaged. The Union losses during these days were very heavy, 
especially so among the officers. On the 18th, a fourth attack 
was made, by four Union corps, and in several desperate 
assaults they were repulsed, with a slaughter even more terri- 
ble than the well-known carnage at Fredericksburg in 1862. 

Meanwhile Butler, taking advantage of the Confederates in 
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liis front having been withdrawn to Petersburg, sallied from 
behind his in trench men ts and advanced towards the railroad, 
intending to tear it up, but Lee promptly prepared for him. 
The lines necessarily vacated by Beauregard, when he had to 
fall back and defend Petersburg, had already been taken pos- 
session of by the Federals ; but directly Butler made his at- 
tempt, General Anderson was dispatched with his corps from 
Richmond to repulse him. This was done most effectively, 
Pickett's division being with difficulty restrained in their im- 
petuous advance. The result was so satisfactory, and the 
exploit so gallantly accomplished, that General Lee issued the 
following congratulatory dispatch : 

Clay's House, June 17 — 5^ p. m. 
LncuT.-OEN. R. H. Anderson, Commanding Longstreet's Corps : 

Genkral — I take great pleasure in presenting to you my 
congratulations upon the conduct of the men of your corps. I 
believe that they will carry any thing they are put against. 
We tried very hard to stop Pickett's men from capturing the 
breastworks of the enemy, but could not do it. I hope his 
loss has been small. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, GeneraL 

That the statement made by General Butler, to the effect 
that he had destroyed the railroad, was a mistake, is evident 
from the fact that Lee was, all day, on the 18th, sending troops 
from Richmond to join Beauregard at Petersburg. 

The same evening, Friday 17th, at 10 o'clock, an attack 
was made on Burnside's line of advanced rifle-pits by the Con- 
federates, who drove the enemy back on his supports, and re- 
mained in possession until daylight, when they retired to their 
own works. 

The strongest part of the Confederate intrenched line was in 
front of the Second Union corps (Hancock's), then under Bir- 
ney's command ; and on Saturday the 18tli, the attempt al- 
ready mentioned as the fourth attack was unsuccessfully made 
by the Fifth, Eighteenth, Second, and Tenth corps of Federal 
troops to capture this line. 

This check to the Federals in regard to capturing Petera- 
burg, by them, at one time, thought so easy of accomplish- 
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ment, was only what Lee felt convinced would occur. He 
had fully expected that city would be attacked, and as he 
well knew how impregnable it could bo made, in addition 
to its original strength, none of Grant's movements affected 
him. On the contrary, they were quite in accordance with 
his own purposes. As for the siege itself, he knew it must be 
long, and this would give him ample time and opportunity to 
execute certain measures for the defence of Richmond on the 
south, which he might not otherwise have had. 

On Wednesday, the 22d, an attempt was made by the Union 
forces to get possession of the Weldon railroad, but when they 
had reached the Jerusalem plank-road, the Confederates, con- 
sisting of A. P. Hill's corps and Anderson's, successfully en- 
countered them, and drove them back with severe loss. Gen- 
eral Wilson, however, on the Union side, succeeded in reach- 
ing the railroad at Ream's station, below where the combatants 
were engaged, and tore up some of the track, but which was 
repaired again by the Confederates soon afterwards. Wilson, 
joined by Kautz, then struck across to the Petersburg and 
Lynchburg railroad, destroying it in their progress. They 
then proceeded to the Southside railroad, and following that, 
came upon the Danville track, — on the way having a sharp 
engagement with a small Confederate force near Nottoway 
Court-house, night ending the fight. Continuing along the 
Danville railroad to the southwest, they arrived at the cov- 
ered bridge over the Staunton river, about 3 p. m. of the 24th. 
There a body of Virginia and North Carolina militia met 
them, and after a brisk encounter Wilson and Kautz had to 
retire. This was the limit of their bold and adventurous raid. 
Tliey returned as rapidly as they could, but at Ileam's station 
were nearly all captured by a Confederate force under Hump- 
ton and Fitz Hugh Lee. Kautz's knowledge of the country 
only enabled him to escape. He, with his shattered band, 
reached the Union camp on the 30th of June, while Wilson, 
with his men in a pitiable and wretched condition, did not ar- 
rive till next day. It was a brave undertaking, but produc- 
tive of only most disastrous results to themselves.* 



♦ In General Lee'8 report, dated July 5th, he says the Federal loea was 
* one thooiMind prhioncrs, thirteen pieces of artillery, thirty wagons and am- 
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General Lee was now in person at Petersburg, Beauregard 
still remaining in charge of the city ; and on the 28th of June, 
five regiments from Lynchburg, where they were no longer 
required, reinforced him. 

Meanwhile occasional demonstrations were made by the 
Federals against the Confederate lines, but with the same 
want of success as before ; and, while this was going oh in 
that quarter, with Grant fully occupied in the south of Vir- 
ginia, General Lee was very quietly and skilfully sending 
another army of invasion into the Northern States. The oc- 
currences pertaining to this great and audacious movement 
belong more to a history of the war than a biography of the 
able military chief who planned it. 

Whether it was for the purpose of drawing Grant away 
from Petersburg and the vicinity of Richmond, or to throw 
terror and confusion into the very heart of those who sat in 
the executive and legislative chairs at Washington, the mas- 
terly skill and ability displayed by General Lee at this time, 
the future cannot fail to laud in the high terms it deserves. 

Viewing the operations of Lee at this time, what do we 
find ? Petersburg vainly assaulted and holding Grant at bay, 
the brave Union troops were almost themselves as if be- 
sieged, instead of being the besiegers ; and feeling this to be 
the case — having full confidence in the result — Lee unhesita- 
tingly withdraws a large portion of his forces for a new inva- 
sion of Maryland. Grant had to detach " Baldy" Smith's 
corps from his army, and hastily send it to Baltimore ; while 
Lee left at Petersburg nearly " two divisions of Ewell's corps, 
one division of Longstreet's, and the whole of A. P. Hill's." 
This evidently shows an amount of confidence on Lee's part 
that could only be attained by the most masterly skill and 
experience in military affairs. Well might the veteran Gen- 
eral Scott's words be remembered, when, as currently reported, 
he remarked to this effect, " it would be better to lose any one 
than Lee, so clear, far seeing, and almost omniscient was his 
judgment." 



bulances, many small-anns, horses, ordinance stores, and several hundred 
negroes they had taken from the plantations on their route, beeidee many 
killed and woonded they had to leave on the field." 
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It WM about this time, the middle of Jnlj, that a report be- 
came current that all the household effects of General Lee 
would be sold at public auction. The sale was postponed, 
howerer, in consequence of some donbt as to the real owner- 
ship of the properly, it originallj having belonged to his 
father-in-law, Mr. Gustis, bj whom it was bequeathed to his 
grandchildren; consequently the seiznre of it might prove 
illegal. Some months previous, Lee's family estate, the Arling- 
ton House, had been formally seized, confiscated, and sold by 
order of and for the use of Government; and the White House 
estate had long ago been taken from him for military purposes 
when the Union troops arrived there, though, in the various 
changes of war, it had come back and been lost several times. 
Thna, few men and few families had abandoned so much, or 
suffered so much loss and ruin by adherence to the Gonfederate 
cause — a cause they believed to be a just one— than General 
Lee and his devoted wife, with her brave sons and their 
families. Bight or wrong, the Lees of the South have un- 
doabtedly proved themselves pure-minded and disinterested. 

Towards tlie latter part of July, Grant had strengthened his 
forces, by sending additional troops over to Deep Bottom, on 
the north side of tlie James, where for some time he had sta- 
tioned a large body of men ; and, while little of importance was 
going on actually before Petersburg, this force, amounting to 
some 20,000 men and twenty -two pieces of cannon, attacked 
the Confederate troops near Newmarket. The result, on either 
side, was unimportant, but it was generally conceived that a 
more determined effort would soon be made by Grant from 
his three main positions. Deep Bottom, Bermuda Hundred, 
and before Petersburg, and that operations on the north of the 
James were merely a ruse to cover his real designs. On Fri- 
day, July 27th, the demonstrations on the Union side, at Deep 
Bottom, were, however, so apparently important, that, in the 
eyes of nearly all but Lee, it was looked upon as a new attempt 
on Richmond. General Lee, however, was not deceived. He 
knew it to be a ruse of some kind, and contented himself with 
dispatching a force sufficient to check Grant's advance, while 
he kept the remainder of his army behind the intrenchments, 
calmly awaiting the Federal plans. That it is probable he had 
heard all about them, or had a good idea of what they were. 
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may be inferred from several little matters coming from 
Federal sources, and appearing in the press. But the public 
generally, and especially the humane portion of the civilized 
world, could have formed no conception of the horrible truth 
as it was soon to be unfolded. 

On the 25th of June a plan was suggested by Lieutenant- 
colonel Pleasants, of the Forty-eighth Pennsylvania, whereby 
a tunnel could be excavated right under the enemy's works. 
It was at once adopted by Grant, and on tire 25th of July the 
work was completed. Its length was about five hundred feet, 
and at the end of the tunnel the mine was formed, running 
parallel with and directly under the fort that was to be de- 
stroyed. On the twenty-seventh, the enormous quantity of 
12,000 lbs. of powder was placed in the mine, fuses were con- 
structed and connected with the magazine, and every thing was 
in readiness for the grand explosion. 

It was also arranged that immediately after the explosion, a 
grand charge should be made against the other parts of the 
enemy's lines, and the feint of operations on the north of the 
James was merely to try and weaken the enemy by deceiving 
Lee into sending away a portion of his troops. What ensued 
when the mine was sprung may be gathered from the follow- 
ing account in a Southern paper. 

" The chasm caused by the enemy's explosion appears to be 
about forty feet in depth and some tw^o hundred feet in circum- 
ference, and resembles more what one would imagine to have 
been the e£fects of a terrible earthquake than any thing else. 
Immense boulders of earth were piled up rudely one above 
the other, and great fragments of bomb-proofs, gun-carriages, 
timbers, etc., were lying promiscuously in every direction. 

"The sides and bottom of the chasm were literally lined with 
Yankee dead, and the bodies were in every conceivable 
position. Some had evidently been killed with the butts of 
muskets, as their crushed skulls and badly smashed faces too 
plainly indicated, while the greater portion were shot, great 
pools of blood having flowed from their wounds and stained 
the ground. 

*' Between our breastworks and the enemy's, large numbers of 
dead and wounded were still lying, the latter begging piteouslj 
for water and praying to be cared for. The length of the 
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' sap' made by the enemj is Bnpposed to have been •abont six 
hundred feet" 

A Petenbnrg paper, describing the straggle for the repos- 
eeseion of the Oonfederate works captured by the enemy in the 
oonfosion consequent to the explosion, says: 

^ Anriying npon the ground, General Mahone found twelve 
of the enemy's flags waying upon the ramparts of that portion 
of our line carried by the explosion, and the whole vicinity 
•wanning with white and black Yankee troops. Getting his 
men into portion, Gteneral Mahone ordered his forces to 
retake a part of the works, and instructed Wright's brigadi 
to eome up in such a manner as would insure the recapture 
the remaining portion. Under command of Colonel Weisiger/ '<%? 
acting brigadier, Mahone's brigade formed into line, and were 
about to move up^ when the enemy raHied out and made a 
chaige. The Confederates reserved their fire until they could 
■ee the whites of the enemy's eyes, when they poured into 
ihem such a storm of bullets that the enemy recoiled and fell 
back in confbsion. A charge was now ordered, and Weisiger's 
men dashed forward with a yell, driving the enemy up to and 
over the breastworks. On the works our men halted and de- 
livered a plunging fire, which proved so destructive that the 
enemy never rallied again on this portion of the line, but left 
our men in undisturbed possession." 

For some time after the mine explosion, but little was done 
by the Federals in front of Petersburg. Grant went to the 
north to direct some movements on the part of Sheridan in the 
Shenandoah Valley, and General Lee, accompanied by Gen- 
eral Beauregard and a retinue of officers, visited the hospitals 
at Bichmond, to see how their brave soldiers were faring. 
Speaking of it, a Kichmond paper says : '^ It is pleasant to the 
eye, and gratifying to the heart, to behold these great cham- 
pions of our national honor, turning aside for a season from 
the rigor of their martial duties, and lending the sympathies 
of their noble souls to the suffering and wounded, whom they 
have led to glory in the hour of battle. We love our generals 
the better when we witness them thus giving evidences of the 
tender affection they bear towards their men, knowing that 
they find narrow scope for the display of such virtues in the 
storm of combat upon the field of carnage." 
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In the middle of August, another attempt was made by 
Grant's army, on the north of the James, to defeat the Confed- 
erates, but again Lee's troops were successful. On the 18th 
and 19th, however, Grant's left, under Warren, after a defeat 
on the first day, succeeded on the next and following in hold- 
ing the Weldon railroad, and enabling the Federal commander 
to form his plans with reference to the Danville road. " These 
plans," remarked a Kichmond paper, " are now revealed, and 
all the energy and gallantry of the army under Lee and Beau- 
regard will not be too much to beat back this bold movement 
to the south of Petersburg." 

On the 25th, a severe engagement took place at Beams' 
station, between the Federals, Hancock's and Warren's corps, 
and the Confederates of A. P. Hill's corps, under Wilcox, 
Heth, and Mahone. The result was unfavorable to the Union 
troops, though they still held on to the railroad, where it was 
first gained, nearer Petersburg. The oflScial report of General 
Lee stated that " seven stands of colors, 2,000 prisoners, and 
nine pieces of artillery remained in possession" of the Confed- 
erates. " One line of breastworks was carried by the cavalry 
under General Hampton, with great gallantry, who contributed 
largely to the success of the day." 

General Hill's oflScial report, at a later date, September 2d, 
says: "The correct results were, twelve stands of colors cap- 
tured, and nine pieces of artillery, ten caissons, 2,150 prison- 
ers, 3,100 stand of small-arms, and thirty-two horses." His 
own loss was, " in cavalry, artillery, and infantry, 720 men, 
killed, wounded, and missing." 

This achievement at Beams' station, wherein many of the 
North Carolina soldiers were engaged, elicited from General 
Lee a highly complimentary letter to Governor Vance, con- 
cerning them. He says, under date August 29th, "I have 
been frequently called upon to mention the services of North 
Carolina soldiers in this army, but their gallantry and conduct 
were never more deserving of admiration than in the engage- 
ment at Beams' station, on the 25th instant." He then men- 
tions the various brigades and divisions, and adds : " If the 
men who remain in North Carolina share the spirit of those 
they have sent to the field, as I doubt not they do, her defence 
may be securely intrusted to their hands." 
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A tribute like this, and many aimilar that General Lee gave 
to hit soldiery was particnlarlj enoonraging to the men, show- 
ing the kindly, jnst nature of him who wrote it, as well as 
convincing the troops that they had a commander whose eye 
was always npon them, ready to encourage and reward their 
good conduct 

It may be supposed that the stoppage of communication on 
the Weldon railroad, by Orant holding possession near Peters- 
burg, would materially interfere with Lee's supplies, but this 
was not so. Other avenues to the fertile grain districts were 
open, and, meanwhile, his troops were employed, when not 
fighting the enemy, in building a branch line to connect the 
parts of the track not destroyed. 

Ld the mean time, Lee^s army ^^ was being steadily and con- 
stantly filled to its original standard by men in the very prime 
and vigor of youthful manhood," and the daily routine showed 
a full determination on the part of the general and the Con- 
federate authorities to remain firm at their post, while Grant 
was before the city. Nothing of importance, however, oe- 
eorred in regard to the bombardment A Confederate raid by 
General Hampton, on a large number of cattle, was so saccess- 
fnl, and done with so much skill, that it proved of considera- 
ble annoyance and vexation to Grant's army, the poor soldiera 
thereby being subjected to much inconvenience. About the 
same time, Early's operations in the Shenandoah, where Sheri- 
dan was obtaining so much fame, called upon General Lee to 
reinforce him, which he did by sending troops along the Rich- 
mond and Gordofnsville railroad, now in fall working order 
under his control. 

At length, on the 29th of September, General Grant recom- 
menced active operations by another movement towards Rich- 
mond. His dispatch of that date, from Chapin's farm, stated 
that General Ord's corps had carried the Confederate line of 
intrenchments and fortifications below that place, and captured 
three hundred prisoners, with fifteen pieces of artillery. At 
the same time. General Birney moved from Deep Bottom and 
carried the Newmarket road. Simultaneous with these move- 
ments, General Meade, on the Union left, assaulted the Con- 
federate right wing near Poplar Grove church. The latter 
retired to their earthworks, which were carried, and one gun 
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and sixty prisoners captured. Advancing half a mile further, 
Meade was encountered by a strong force, and some desperate 
fighting ensued, without any additional success to the Federals. 
Indeed, the whole question of any real success at all was 
doubtful. It is true that at one time reports were current in 
the North, of information, from reliable sources, having been 
given to the eflfect that Lee had evacuated Richmond, but 
these were soon afterwards changed to rumors of reverses 
again to the Union troops. Lee, in an oflScial report, stated 
that " Hill and Hampton had driven back the Federals on the 
right," while on the left they were effectually checked. On 
the 7th of October, an engagement occurred on the Darby- 
town road, which the Confederates state to have been success- 
ful for them. General Lee, in his official report, said that 
General Anderson attacked the enemy on the Charles City 
road and drove them from two lines of intrenchments, cap- 
turing prisoners and materiel^ but with the loss of the brave 
General Gregg. 

Various movements took place on both sides during the 
month of October, but at its close the position of Grant's 
army was as follows : North of the James the troops were dis- 
posed in a line from Fort Harrison, near Chapin's Farm, 
across the Newmarket and Central roads, tlie Eighteenth corpe 
holding the right, strongly protected by the fort, and the Tenth 
the left, flanked by the cavalry of Kautz. Meade's army 
stretched from Petersburg across tlie Weldon railroad, to within 
four miles of the Southside road ; the Second corps on his 
right, the Ninth in the centre, and tlie Fifth on the left. 

In the official report of General Lee, dated October 28th and 
30th, he says : *' The attack of General Heth upon the enemy, 
on the Boydton plank-road, was made by three brigades, un- 
der General Mahone in front, and General Hampton in the 
rear. Mahone captured four hundred prisoners, three stands 
of colors, and six pieces of artillery. The latter could not be 
brought off, the enemy having possession of the bridge. In 
the attack subsequently made by the enemy, General Mahone 
broke three lines of battle ; and during the night the enemy 
retired from the Boydton plank-road, leaving his wounded, 
and more than two hundred and fifty dead on the field. 

^^ About 9 p. H., a small force assaulted and took possession 
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of our works on the Baxter road, in front of Petersburg, but 
was soon driven out. On the Williamsburg road, yesterday, 
General Field captured upwards of four hundred prisoners, 
and seven stands of colors. The enemy left a number of dead 
in front of our works, and returned to his former position 
to-day." 

In the latter part of October, General Longstreet was suffi- 
ciently recovered from his wound, received at the Wilderness 
battle, to be able to take up his command again, and General 
Anderson, who had held his post, now was appointed to that 
of Beauregard, which had been vacated by the latter going to 
the West. 

General Lee, at this time, had occasion to open a correspond- 
ence with General Grant, on the subject of Butler's order con- 
cerning captured soldiers of the Confederate army being placed 
at labor in the Dutch Gap canal^ then in process of construc- 
tion ; also, as regarded negro soldiers. The correspondence 
is too long to insert here ; but it is alluded to, on account of 
some interesting remarks made by a correspondent of the 
Sivannah Repuhlican^ on the chirography of the two parties. 
He says: "General Lee's handwriting is bold, and rather 
stifi'; his letters being large, round, and very distinct. He 
bears heavily upon the pen — probably a goose-quill — and 
abbreviates many of his words, as if writing were a labor to 
liim. The following is an exact transcript of the first sentence 
in his letter to General Grant : 

"'General: I have read your letter of the 18th inst., ac- 
comp'g copies of letters from Judge Ould Comm'r of Exchange 
of Pris'rs on the part of the Conf 'ate States & the Honb'lo 
E. M. Stanton Sec'y of War & Lt. Col. Mulford Asst. Connn'r 
of Exc. of the U. States.' " 

"He does not, as you perceive, punctuate closely ; and no- 
where in his letter does he write out the word ' and,' but in- 
variably uses the abbreviation ' &.' And yet he pauses long 
enough to dot all his ' i's,' and cross all his * t's.' All his let- 
ters are drawn nearly straight up and down the paper ; in 
other words, they are like himself, round, full, bold, and up- 
right, inclining neither to the riglit nor the left, and standing 
firmly on their base, as if they disdained all assistance. They 
are so clear and precise, so round, and weighty, and distinct, 

10 
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that each letter reminds one of a solid cannon-ball, and each 
word of a cluster of grape-shot. 

" General Grant's handwriting, on the contrary, thongh not 
so bold and distinct, nor the letters so large, and round, and 
erect, is, nevertheless, very legible, and very striking. It is 
full of energy and action, and his letters all incline to the 
right, and follow one after another, with a little space between 
them, as if they represented an equal number of his brigades 
on a rapid march round Lee's right. Among chirogimphers 
his hand would be called a running-hand. The words occupy 
much space from left to right, and still they are very clear and 
legible. lie pays more attention to punctuation than General 
Lee, abbreviates less, and is equally careful of his *i's' and 
* t's.' It may be the work of imagination, yet in reading his 
letter I cannot but picture the writer as a restless, nervous, en- 
ergetic man, full of fire and action, always in motion, and al- 
ways in a hurry." 

The month of November chronicled but few -changes in the 
position and advantages of the two armies. Movements, how- 
ever, had been made, which seemed to augur a battle on an 
extensive scale ; but if such was intended by Grant, it failed. 
Any advances his army made were promptly met by Lee, and 
the result was, that the Federals fell back, and occupied their 
old camps again. We have not space to minutely relate, or 
even give an abstract of what was done ; and, moreover, it 
belongs to the present hour, when each event comes daily be- 
fore the eye of every one who chooses to read what the press 
so diligently and faithfully chronicles. With a few more par- 
ticulars relating to Lee himself, we will now close this sketch 
of his recent military career. 

On the 7th of November, General Lee issued an order with 
reference to the Fast Day set apart, on the 16th, by President 
Davis. All military duties, except those imperative, were to 
be suspended, and the officers and soldiers of the army were 
"earnestly exhorted to unite in ascribing to our merciful Qod 
the glory due to His name; to confess, with humble penitence, 
the sins that have justly provoked Hia indignation ; to suppli- 
cate His forgiveness, and implore Him in His own time to 
withdraw His chastening hand, and give peace and independ- 
ence to a beloved country. And while bending before Boa 
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tbrone, let not fallen comrades be forgotten. Let strength and 
courage be sought for to follow the example of their heroic 
devotion, and commend their bereaved families to the tender 
care of tbe widow's God, and the Father of the fatherless." 

We have before alluded to the quiet, unaffected, manly- 
piety of General Lee, and the above extract from his official 
order again illustrates it The Kichmond papers also state, 
that be visits St. Paul's Church, in that city, almost every 
week when absent from camp ; and though the people 
"loTe him as our fathers did George Washington," yet he 
is never subject to any annoyance, save a look from each 
passer by, which silently says, " May God bless and protect 
you !" 

There were many traits in General Lee's character to inspire 
the affection manifested towards him, not the least of which was 
his constant self-abnegation. In proof of this — besides the 
great losses he sustained in his beloved cause, of home, 
property, friends, and all that had formerly been his — we find 
that for a long time his services were freely given to the Con- 
federacy without any remuneration whatever. Subsequently, 
however, in the proceedings of the Virginia Legislature, after 
many just and complimentary remarks, mentioning a part of 
what he had done, a unanimous resolution was adopted to 
appropriate to his use 100,000 dollars, though, at the same 
time, it was said, "his great merits could not, of course, be 
measured by any amount of pecuniary recompense, for no sum 
of money which the State could offer would cancel the debt of 
gratitude due to General Lee by the Commonwealth and the 
whole country." 

As, however, he had previously declined an elegant residence 
tendered him for his family by the Common Council of Rich- 
mond, his friends suggested that it was probable he would not 
accept the kind donation. But it was evident that many and 
unpleasant privations had to be borne by him. Those who 
have seen him now and formerly, and who belong to his im- 
mediate circle, best know the truth of this statement. 

Let us briefly relate a few interesting anecdotes concerning 
him. A foreign gentleman, who had been in the South dur- 
ing a great portion of the war, says : 

*' Lee himself is worn and anxious, but as cheerful to the 
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eye and as indomitable as ever. I assure you that Lee is more 
than ever a sight for gods and men. The same tranquil 
modesty, utter absence of vanity, egotism, or self seeking, and 
determination to spend and be spent in discharge of his duty. li 
is certainly one of the most beautiful characters I ever read of 
— certainly the most beautiful that I ever encountered." 

A characteristic incident concerning him is thus related : 

"A gentleman who was in the train from Richmond to Peters- 
burg, a very cold morning, not long ago, tells us his attention 
was attracted by the efforts of a young soldier, with his arm in 
a sling, to get his overcoat on. His teeth as well as his sound 
hand were brought into use to effect the object; but, in the 
midst of his efforts, an officer rose from his seat, advanced to 
him, and very carefully and tenderly assisted him, drawing 
the coat gently over the wounded arm and buttoning it up 
comfortably, then, with a few kind and pleasant words, return- 
ing to his seat. 

'• Now, the officer in question was not clad in gorgeous uni- 
form, with a brilliant wreath upon the collar ai)d a multitude 
of gilt lines upon the sleeves, resembling the famous labyrinth 
of Crete, but he was clad in 'a simple suit of grey,' dis- 
tinguished from the garb of a civilian only by the three stars 
which every Confederate colonel in the service by the regula- 
tions is entitled to wear. And yet he was no other than our 
chief, General Robert E. Lee, who is not braver and greater 
than he is good and modest." 

On another occasion, General Lee was visited by two gentle- 
men from Mobile, who thus speak of their interview : 

" He was in his tent, which is by no means a pretentious 
one, when we went in, unperceived. Seated in a split- 
bottomed chair, he was engaged in reading one of the morn- 
ing newspapers through a pair of spectacles. Not far from 
the great captain's tent, the inside of which looked very clean 
and cozy, was his ambulance, and under it a number of 
chickens were pecking about. One of them, a cock, is said to 
be a great pet with the general, who has had him from the be- 
ginning of the war, and carries him wherever he goes. I sus- 
pect the secret of this apparent whim is nothing more than a 
very rational desire for fresh-laid eggs for breakfast, for the 
rooster is not deprived of his harem. General Beauregard's 
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petiis a fine milch cow, which shares all his campaigns, and is 
a most indispensable companion, his health being so delicate 
that he can eat little else besides milk and bread.'' ' 

Another incident connected with him may be related. On 
erne occasion, a review of Longstreet's corps took place, and 
the affair is thus described : 

" About one o'clock the arrival of General Lee was an- 
nounced by strains of music and a salute from the artillery. 
As he rode up to the colors, and the men caught sight of his 
well-known figure, a wild and prolonged cheer, fraught with a 
feeling that thrilled all hearts, ran along the line and rose to 
the heavens. Hats were thrown high, and many persons be- 
came almost frantic with emotion. General Longstreet shared 
fully in the excitement, and waved his hat in the most excited 
manner. It was then a fine sight to see General Lee ride for- 
ward, and, uncovering his nobly modelled and venerable head, 
acknowledge, with consummate grace and dignity, the greet- 
ing. He looked stouter and heartier, and no older, than when 
we parted with him last fall. One heard on all sides such ex- 
pressions as : ' What a splendid figure !' * What a noble face 
and head !' ' Our destiny is in his hands !' ' He is the best and 
greatest man on this continent !' He was accompanied by his 
son. Brigadier-general William F. Lee, soon, I hear, to be 
made a major-general. Before the cheering ceased, an old 
lady, with a kind, motherly face, passing a party of soldiers, 
bowed to them repeatedly, exclaiming, with an emotion that 
thrilled all who heard her, ' I bow to you — I bow to you, 
soldiers.' " 

But, apart from what his personal friends, his companions 
in arms, or impartial strangers may say, we need only refer to 
the honest opinions of those generous-minded men who are 
now his opponents. The estimation of Scott and others has 
been recorded, and the dignified, manly act of General Mc- 
Dowell — the act of a true soldier and a man — who had once 
been his friend, in refraining from trespassing on Lee's private 
property till military necessity forced his compliance with 
official orders, cannot be forgotten. True, there have been 
those who, through the press, have allowed party feeling of 
late to malign Lee and all his family — even the dead — for- 
getting the numerous testimonies of their worth found in 
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letters of Washington, Judge Marshall, and other eminent 
men ; bat, when the fierce tide of passion and sad strife is 
ended, justice, we are sure, will yet award a truthful panegyric 
to his name. 

As aptly illustrating our remarks, the following able analysis 
of his character, from the American Phrenological Journal of 
September, 1864, deserves to be brought forward. 

" The likeness of General Lee herewith presented is said to 
be an excellent one. The position, however, is not the best 
for phrenological and physiognomical purposes, a three-quarter 
or a side view being better. The skilful reader of character 
will be able, however, to make out much even from this. 

" First, it may be observed that General Lee is a large man 
and well built, each part being in perfect proportion and har- 
mony with every other part and with the whole. The chest is 
capacious, the heart, the stomach, etc., are amply developed, 
and he is said to be the picture of perfect health and manly 
beauty*. 

''The temperaments are well balanced, the vital and motive, 
however, predominating, with not too much of the mental; 
and he is naturally cool and collected, rather than nervou8| 
fiery, or fidgety. He thinks before he speaks, and looks before 
he leaps. His head is in harmony with his body, being large 
— «ven massivcT-and both long and broad. There is nothing 
pinched up, contracted, or little about him. He has been 
literally endowed with all the natural talents vouchsafed to 
man ; and in addition to this, he has been thoroughly educated, 
intellectually, religiously, and socially. If he is not a philoso- 
pher or a statesman, he is at least a first-class acholari and 
would everywhere pass for a gentleman. 

'' His intellectual faculties, without an exception, are promi- 
nent. Causality and comparison are especially large, bat 
language is less conspicuous. 

'' Tlie moral sentiments, as a class, are scarcely full. Benevo- 
lence, conscientiousness, self-esteem, firmness, and approbative- 
ness are among the largest organs. Combativeness, deatmc- 
tiveness, secretiveness, and cautiousness are full. The organs 
comprising the social group are also full or large, and he is af- 
fectionate, loving, and warm-hearted. As a citizen in civil life 
he was without reproach ; as a military man he stands in the 
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front rank. No one will dispute his ability in this department. 
Were he, on the side of the Unionists instead of the Con- 
federates, the entire North would be proud of him, and claim 
equality for him with a Napoleon or a Wellington. We claim 
for him only what phrenology indicates, and what he has 
proved himself to be. Nature made him a man, circumstances 
made him a slaveholder and a soldier. He answers well the 
ends of his creation and position. We are charitable enough 
to attribute to him no wrong motive, for we remember that 
George Washington was no less a rebel than is General Lee, 
though on the side of fi'eedom instead of slavery. But we may 
affirm, judged from our stand-point, that both he and all his 
associates have acted unwisely and from a mistaken judgment. 
May he see the error of his ways, and correct them." 

And now, before we conclude, let us hurriedly glance at the 
military situation as connected with General Lee and his army, 
and the powerful force, under General Grant, opposed to him. 
Important events are evidently about to take place, and, even 
as we write, the noise of renewed battle is heard in every 
quarter where the North and South are contending for mastery. 
Hence, the future bodes evil to some, and, we fear, peace for 
none yet awhile. Around Richmond, mighty foes, brave, 
hardy veterans, are encircled, and, on the 12th of December, 
1864, this was the position of the Federals and Confederates. 
On the Union side. Grant had again commenced active 
operations. The fifth and part of the eighteenth corps had 
been sent, under the command of General Warren, to repeat the 
old movement against the enemy's right. Having marched 
on a line parallel with that of the railroad running from Peters- 
burg to Weldon, that advance crossed the Nottoway. Bringing 
with it the pontoons on which it had effected the passage, 
it had, at last accounts, taken up its line of march along 
the southern bank of that stream. The weather, soon after 
its starting, had become highly unfavorable, and rain fell 
heavily, even while the troops slept during the night of the 
6th, without any other shelter than their overcoats and blankets. 
The roads along which they marched were found to have been 
in a condition so bad as to make the movement of infantry 
very fatiguing, and that of artillery exceedingly difficult. A 
cavalry reconnoissance had been thrown out between Grant's 
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lines and this advance of Warren, with the view, doubtlessly, 
of ascertaining whether the Confederates had taken any steps 
for cutting it oflf. After forcing Lee's pickets across Hatcher's 
Run, the Federal horse returned, reporting, we presume, that 
no danger threatened Warren's rear, although the direction 
does not appear in which the division moves, that has been 
sent out to meet it, from Lee's lines, under General Mahone. 
Such, to the latest reports, is the state of affairs on Grant's 
left. 

The canal at Dutch Gap is said to have been completed. 
The only movement that had been made on that part of the 
field is one against the Confederate position at Howlett's. The 
battery at that point lies on the southern bank of the James, 
immediately opposite the upper end of the Dutch Gap canal. 
On the opposite side of the river, the Federal lines come down 
to the bank at a point higher up the stream than Howlett's. 
Under cover of a fog, some of Butler's troops crossed in barges 
from the northern bank, on the morning of the 7th, and having 
landed in rear — higher up — of Howlett's, had proceeded, at 
last accounts, to connect themselves with the lines on the 
opposite bank by a pontoon bridge. That movement was 
executed with skill, and if not crushed immediately by the 
Confederates, will result in the abandonment of their control 
of the up-stream mouth of the canal, and in a rectification 
of their line on ground nearer to their works on Drury's 
Bluff. 

A day later, however. General Lee forwards the following 
report: 

HsADquARTEBS Abmt Nqbthsrn YisaiNiA, Dec. 18. 
Hon. Jambs A. Sbddon, Secretary of War : 

The expedition to Belfield, under General Warren, returned 
within the enemy's lines yesterday. The two divisions of the 
ninth corps which went to Warren's relief proceedjcd no further 
than Belcher's Mill. On meeting the returning column it 
turned back. On retiring from Belfield, the enemy moved 
easterly to the Jerusalem and Sussex Court-house roads. Our 
troops, therefore, only encountered their rear-guard, and pur- 
sued no further than the Nottoway river. They have returned 
to camp, bringing in a few prisoners. Our loss is very eligbt 
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The Bvperintendent of the railroad reports about biz mileB of 
the trade torn mp. 

B.B.LBB. 

One other subject, and a yery important one, has, within 
tiie past few days, been introduced in the Legislative Oonncil 
of the Squth, and that is the arming of the negroes as soldiers 
iSnr the Oonfederaej. We need hardly say that this is a serious 
question to be considered by men who have always held the 
Heroes as slaves, and the opinion of such a man as General 
Lee was naturally looked for with some eagerness. He has 
given it ; and the following remarks, from the New Yoiic 
Herald of December 38th, embody what he says : 

** In support of an argument for the arming of the slaves of 
the Davis ^Confederacy' in the cause of Southern indepen- 
dence, one of the Kichmond journals recently asserted that 
General Lee was in favor of the scheme, and that, such being 
the case, the question ought to be considered as finally settled. 
This statement, it now appears, was no random assertion ; for 
a Bichmond correspondent of the Ziverpool Churier^ in a 
letter to that journal of the 5th November, says he had been 
spending a day with General Lee, who, in a conversation upon 
the subject, said : ' I wish you to understand my views on 
this subject. I am favorable to the use of our servants in the 
army. I think we can make better soldiers of them than 
Lincoln can. He claims to have two hundred thousand of 
them in his service. We can destroy the value of all such 
soldiers to him by using ours against them. I do not see why 
I should not have the use of such available material as well as 
he. I would hold out to them the certainty of freedom and a 
home when they shall have rendered efficient service. He has 
not given them a home, nol* can he give them officers who can 
understand and manage them so well as we can.' 

**Tln8, then, is General Lee^s opinion. The writer in ques- 
tion further says, that on the next day he had a conversation 
with the rebel Adjutant and Inspector-general Cooper, who 
agreed with General Lee in his views, and said, * I would not 
await the slow action of legislatures on the subject We have 
already used them (negroes) in the place of soldiers, as team- 
sters and in engineer service. We can use them in other ways. 
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There is no reason for delay. Let them be placed in the field, 
and give them freedom for faithful service to the State.' The 
English reporter of these important facts next gives us the 
information that * the Confederate government has inaugu- 
rated such a movement by making, during the present month 
(November), a draft of free and slave n^roes, nominally for 
the erection of field-works, etc., but really to drill and prepare 
them for home defence. I travelled to Richmond in a train 
containing one or two carriages (cars) crowded with these 
drafted negroes.' " 

What may be the result we cannot presume to say, nor is it 
necessary to do so. We merely give the publicly recorded 
opinion of Lee, and quietly await the issue of those remarkable 
events that now so closely affect the long- agitated question of 
the future position of the colored race. 

From latest accounts we learn that the Union cavalry, under 
General Torbert, had attacked the Confederates near Gordons- 
ville, and another party of the Federal forces had gained pos- 
session of Saltville. The following are the official announce- 
ments of General Lee on the subject < 

Headquabterb Army of Northebn Vibginia, Dec 24, 1864. 
Hon. jAiiBS A. Seddon : 

General Fitz Lee reports that the force which attacked Lo- 
max yesterday consisted of two divisions of the enemy's 
cavalry, under General Torbert. 

General Lomax was posted across the Madison turnpike, two 
and a half miles from Gordonsville. 

The enemy was handsomely repulsed, and retired about 3 
p. H., leaving some of his dead on the field. 

He travelled too rapidly last night to engage his rear, hav- 
ing passed Jack's shop, twelve miles from Gordonsville, one 
hour after dark. 

Thirty-two prisoners captured at Liberty Mills on the 22d, 
being unable to keep up on their retreat, were liberated. 

General Lomax's loss was slight. 

Headquabtebs Abmt of Nobthsrh Vibginia, Dee. 84^ 1864 
Hoar. James A. Seddon, Seoetary of Ww : 

General Breckinridge reports that the enemy, after having 
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nmf^j handled in the engagements of Satnrdaj and 
Snndaj, near Marion, ndany having been killed and wonnded, 
gained poiseBdon of Saltville Anring the night of the 20th. 

The garrison retreated np Bich Yalley. His adyanoe arrived 
nt daj^Udht on |he 9lBt^ and th# enemj retired that night and 
tlie aioliaiB of^e^ak tfbi^^ Oap. 

Thegr are being pmrsned. Onr tit>opB are bearing the fatigne 
and espoanre with great cheerftilneia. 

The dMnage to the (salt) workl can soon be repaired. 

Many bridges and depots o^'the railroad have been bnmed. 

B. IL LEBl 

Sfaice die dbova was in ^fpe, we hav0 infi>nnation Aat Geo* 
era! Lee^ with the sanction of Bresideiit Davis, and the 
Sonthern Congress, is to h^ made fall oonimander-in-<^ief o| 
tiie armji the mooient it is fbnnd his valnable services eaa be 
diap^iaod with in his present important position. 



;^i 



OXirSBAL TBOiCAS JOVATHAH JACKBOV. 157 

to 3ee if he conld not, possibly, get an appointment as a cadet 
at West Point But, what had he to help him in procuring 
snch an appointment? In those days it was not easily ob- 
tained, and, especially, it needed some inflaential or prominent 
introdnction. Had he got this, then, that solitary jf^iftith plod- 
ding along the highway t Had he wealthy friends, 1[>imlatives 
of political note t Was he linked to any of the old established 
families of the land t Ko, reader! Kot one of these* things, 
or any thing else saye perhaps some political friends to help 
him along, had he: bnt he had energy, perseyerance, a strong 
heart, and, even yonng as he was, a firm belief that what he 
wished for wonld be. In other words, he was a believer in 
the doctrine of predestination, and hence his desires, he con- 
eeived, wonld be granted, because his desires were just exactly 
"what might occur, whether for good or for evil. A stem 
fatalist, he was a passive, though ready worker in the hands 
of destiny. 

Still, it was necessary that some human means should be 
found to aid his inclinations. Were these, then, to be found! 
Let us see. 

Tlie lad himself was, as we have said, about seventeen years 
old, and, at the time we introduce him, had just left a farm, 
where, first as a laboring boy, then as something of assistant 
manager, he had been working for all the past period of his 
life. An orphan, dependent in his childhood upon a paternal 
uncle, with whom he had ever since remained honorably earn- 
ing his bread, the early lessons received by him were those of 
poverty, though at the same time of honest ennobling labor. 
Yet, at his bh'th there might have been hopes far different. 
His father had been a lawyer at Clarksbnrg, in West Virginia; 
his grandfather, a surveyor of the county in which he resided, 
and represented it in the Legislature. But when this lad 
was only three years old his father died, and, through some 
previous unfortunate circumstances, left this youngest child, 
with an elder brother and two sisters, completely penniless. 
His uncle took tlie orphan to his home, where, as we have 
seen, he remained for the next fifteen years. During this 
time the boy worked hard : in summer, always in the field — 
in winter, devoting all spare hours to school, where he gained 
the rudiments of a plain education. Conscientious in the dis- 
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charge of his duties, — grave and serioasly disposed, he was 
noted for his industry, intelligence, and probity. Indeed, it is 
believed he was, when only sixteen, elected constable of the 
county, in consequence of his remarkable high qualities of 
mind and conduct. 

At length he determined to enter upon a new careen A 
military life seemed to be that which was, to his nature, most 
inviting ; and with promises, from political friends, of kindly 
aid to pave the way in his first movement — John Tyler, of 
Virginia, at that time being president — this lad started on 
foot, to try if his object could be accomplished. Did he suc- 
ceed, that sturdy farmer lad? We shall see. 

» » » « 

There is, in Mexico, and close to the great city itself, a very 
strongly fortified place called Chapultepec. It is a natural 
and isolated mound of great elevation, and, at the time we are 
about to refer, contained the military college of the republic, 
with a large number of sub-lieutenants and other students. 
The works about this place were of great magnitude ; and, in 
fact, it was the key on the west side to the city of Mexico, and 
to get possession of the latter, it was necessary to capture the 
former. Now, in the month of September, 1847, a gallant 
army of Americans, under the leadership of Oeneral Scott, 
was engaged in vigorously assaulting this place, prior to the 
great victory they soon obtained, both there and in the capi- 
tal of the Montezumas itself. Among the bold assailants, 
there was one officer holding a lieutenant's commission in a 
field-battery. This officer was in charge of one section of artil- 
lery in the advance. He was cool, self possessed, and seem- 
ingly in utter indifference to the storm of shot and shell which 
came pouring down from the besieged. There, with nnfiinch- 
ing nerve, he stood his ground, only moving forward^ when 
he moved at all. At length, an order to charge was given by 
the general in command. The lieutenant promptly prepared 
to obey, but his men, appalled by the terrible fire poured upon 
them, hesitated, and remained under cover. Seeing this, with- 
out a moment's hesitation, the young officer stepped into the 
exposed road, and said, ^^ See, my men : there is no danger. 
Follow mel" 

Chapultepec was taken ; and among the many heroic inci- 
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dents of that daj, September 13th, this one of the bold lieu- 
tenant has been recorded. 

# # # * 

Fourteen years after the preceding oeeiiive|»oi^ there is an- 
other battleiield we must caet onr eye upon, but, tliis time, it 
is at our own doors* Friend to friend j brother with brother — 
sons l>orn of the same flag— contend for mastery, and fierce, 
tnoijt deadly fierce, is the strife ! Already has the eariaage be^n 
dreadful I Heaps of elaln cover the gronnd, and the whiz of 
shell and ehot eeenis as if complete annihilation to every man 
and beast npon that blood-stained field must ensue. Yet, 
cool, calm, stern, and self-col lee ted, one man sits npon a 
charger as tliough he were a mere spectator at a review I On 
a rising grounds which commands a full view of tlie battle^ at 
that time fearfully grand j his keen glittering eye takes in the 
whole Bceiie, as he remains there apparently iij&ensible to alh 
Fur a moment or twoj let ns take a closer glance at this 
strange man, so seemingly immobile amidst such terrible 
strife; let us approach him and examine his appearance* 
Sr^ * ITe is evidently a po^^erful man, and, when erect on 
foot, mast be some five feet ten inches high, rather thick-set, 
with a fall chest, broad stalwart shoulders, but somewhat 
clumsy looking. His face is slightly bronzed, but showing 
the picture of health, and denoting a mixture of several quali- 
ties that might puzzle one to say which was most predominant. 
Kaising his hat, the broad forehead indicates clearness of in- 
tellect, courage, self command, perseverance, and indomitable 
will. His eyes express a singular union of mildness, energy, 
and concentration ; his cheek and nose are both long and well 
formed. In his dress, simplicity is characteristic, — a common 
suit of gray, faded cassimere, but just sufficiently braided to 
show his rank is that of a general. On his horse, he has a 
moat unmilitary appearance. The stirrups are short — his 
knees are cramped up, with his heels stuck out beMtnd, and 
Iiis chin, now and again, falls drooping on his breast. But his 
eye, that piercing, eagle eye, when looking on the field, even 
at the very time he so droops his head, tells of the man, and 
at once proclaims him a true hero. And now mark his every 
motion.' See ! The troops on his own side are evidently over- 
powered ! Appalled at the fierceness of an heroic attack made 
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upon the hill on which they are stationed, they gradually fall 
back, and seem as if about to fly. Yet, still he sits, calm, 
immovable, and like a statue. His orders had been given ; 
he waits for one decisive moment to eflfect another move- 
ment ; and his presence thus to the brave soldiers who know 
him well, acts as a charm to stay their flight. Who then is 
he, that thus so strangely appears amidst such a wild and ter- 
rible scene? Listen, and observe. 

An officer of rank, dashing furiously up, amid the fiercest 
of the fight, approaches him. "General," said he, "they are 
beating us back ! We're obliged to give ground !'' For a 
second or so, the general looks at the ofiicer, but his stern, 
silent face betrays no answering emotion. The keen eye glit- 
ters for a moment ; then a speaking animation spreads across 
his features : his lips open ; and in curt, peculiar tones, he re- 
plies, "Aye, sir ? Well, then, we must give them the bay- 
onet!" The gallant ofiicer— himself meeting his death im- 
mediately afterwards — gathers new inspiration from his words- 
He gallops back to the remnant of his command, and, pointing 
to the statue-like general, says to his men, " Look ! there is 
Jackson, standing like a stone wall. Come ! Let us conquer 
or die ! Follow me !" 

Yes ! that strange, apparently immobile general, was the 
now well-known heroic Thomas J. Jackson, thenceforth called 
by the term here applied to him, " Stonewall " Jackson,* — 
the same calm, sturdy, energetic being who, as a lad, walked 
his way, twenty years before, to Washington for the appoint- 
ment he obtained as a cadet to West Point, and who, as the 
young lieutenant at Chapultepec, encouraged his men onward 
by personally showing them the road, heedless of the danger ! 



* The above is the currently received idea of Jackson's receiving the name 
of StonewaU affixed to his own. But it has been asserted, with some good evi. 
dence, that the soubriquet of " StonewaU " originally came from TUs brigade, 
which was so caUed because principaUy recruited in a stone-wall country — ^the 
valley counties of Jefferson, Frederick, Page, and Warren. The brigade bore 
this name before the battle of BuU Run, and thus lent its name to its stoat 
leader — not derived it from him — and Jackson, even in his last honrs, was par- 
ticular in explaining to those around him, that the title belonged to his men, 
and not to him. 
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We will now proceed to fill up the blanks in the abovo 
rapid sketches of the man, and then go more into detail with 
his after history. 

The immediate ancestors of General " Stonewall" Jackson 
were settled in Western Virginia, — his grandfather being Ed- 
ward Jackson, for a long time surveyor of Lewis county, and 
a member of the Legislature, — his father, Jonathan Jackson, 
a lawyer of some considerable reputation, at Clarksburg. The 
mother of our hero was the daughter of a Mr. Thomas Neal, 
of Wood county, who bore to her husband four children, two 
sons and two daughters. The youngest of these children was 
Thomas, the subject of this sketch, who was bom January 21st, 
1824. When he was three years old,, his father died in em- 
barrassed circumstances, and, as we have already mentioned, 
the lad was left to the care of his paternal uncle, until, by his 
own perseverance, he contrived to get an appointment as 
cadet at West Point. It appears, from various statements, 
that the lad was at first strongly dissuaded, by his friends and 
relatives, from venturing on such a step ; but, he was not to 
be turned from his purpose. A member of Congress from his 
section of* Virginia had a presentation to West Point, and 
vounff Jackson determined to ask for it. He obtained an in- 
troduetion, and, with a slender wardrobe in his hand, jour- 
neyed, partly by stage and on foot, to Washington, and that, 
too, during the muddy season. His perseverance met a re- 
ward. Introduced to the secretary of war, that eminent of- 
ficial complimented him for his energy, and gave the appoint- 
ment. But Jackson had other difficulties in himself to over- 
come. His education had been very poor, and he was thus 
inferior to all his classmates in every intellectual attainment. 
Still he persevered ; and those who remember him there, speak 
of him as an earnest worker, plodding onward in his tasks with 
unwearied assiduit3\ He was, however, looked upon as dull 
and slow, taking three times as long to learn any thing as did 
his companions. Nevertheless, what he did learn was learned 
well, and his tutors felt much pleased with him. He was of a 
retiring and taciturn disposition, but when brought out in con- 
versation on subjects of interest, his face would light up with 
a pleasant smile, and his whole countenance beam with intel- 
ligence. 

11 
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After the usual four years' residence, he graduated number 
seventeen in his class ; and in July, 1846, was brevetted second- 
lieutenant, with orders to report for duty in Mexico, under 
General Taylor. When General Scott took command, Jackson 
served under him during the several battles made so famous 
to the American arms by the skill of that great military chief- 
tain. His conduct, as we have already seen, was marked by 
daring and firmness, and his promotion, consequently, was 
rapid. In August, 1847, he was made a first-lieutenant, in 
Magruder's battery ; in August, 184>^, he was brevetted cap- 
tain, for gallant and meritorious conduct in the battles of 
Contreras and Cherubusco ; and in March, 1849, brevetted ma- 
jor, for like good conduct at Chapultepec. In 1852, finding his 
health such as would interfere with the conscientious discharge 
of his duties, and peace having been restored, he resigned his 
commission and returned to Virginia. Just prior to this time, 
" there was a vacancy in one of the professorships at the Vir- 
ginia Military Institute, and General Smith, the superintend- 
ent, was instructed by the Board of Visitors to seek, by private 
inquiries, some one suitable for the position. Among those to 
whom he first applied was General D. H. Hill, then a profes- 
sor in Washington College. Hill warmly recommended T. J. 
Jackson, then serving with the army in Florida. Hill had, at 
that time, no family connection with Jackson ; but he knew 
him well, and with a penetration and sagacity that did him 
much credit, declared that ho was not only a competent, faith- 
ful, reliable man, but had a great deal of 'outcome' in him. 
Repairing subsequently to West Point, General Smith ad- 
dressed his inquiries to the faculty there. Th4y recommended 
as eligible for the position, McClellan, Rosecrans, Foster, Peck, 
and G. W. Smith. Upon General Smith's stating that Jack- 
son had been recommended, they said of him that he was an 
indefatigable man, and would do well, but had come to the 
academy badly prepared. Inquiries elsewhere developed the 
fact, that the persons recommended at West Point were con- 
sidered better booJc^men than Jackson, but all bore testimony 
to his great personal worth and energy, and his sterling 
qualities. 

" When the Board of Visitors met. General Smith reported the 
name of Jackson, together with a statement of the recommenda- 
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hardly qualified to enter West Point, was now selected by ex- 
perienced judges to sit in a professor's chair, and instrnet 
youthful members of the Military Institute in two of the 
sciences requiring great mental acquirements to fully compre- 
hend. But he was not found defective in the task he had un- 
dertaken. Zealous and persevering in the discharge of his 
duties, he soon became marked as one of the most competent 
that could have been found for the position. His peculiar 
character, however, did not make him a favorite with his pu- 
pils, and perhaps we may ourselves slightly err in saying that 
he was too much of a martinet, with too little of that valuable 
experience in life which enables a wise teacher to sow good 
and lasting seed, by winning his way into the hearts of more 
youthful blood than his own. Jackson will be ever deservedly 
admired for his high qualities as a Christian soldier, and a 
moral, upright man. But the natural benf of his mind was 
such as could not exactly see where to draw the line between 
actual excesses and those irregularities of youth which most 
men are liable to in their early days, though it appears, in his 
case, he had been exempt from. Oertwin it is^ however, he 
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was not popular with the stadents ; and, it is said that one 
instance occurred where his life was in danger from a youth he 
had expelled owing to misconduct. It seenis that this youth, 
in the heat of passion, determined to have revenge, and way- 
laid the Professor on his return home from college. A friend 
apprized Jackson of the possible danger, as he was walking 
towards the place where the mad boy was concealed ; but Jack- 
son exclaimed aloud, ^^ Let him shoot me, if he will 1^' and 
walked on. Tlie intended murderer was near, and heard the 
remark. It took effect. Reflection instantly came, and he 
slunk away, saved from the commission of a great crime, and 
thus allowing Jackson to fulfil the destiny he over seemed to 
think was allotted him. 

That there was something more than ordinarily peculiar 
about Jackson's mind, must be inferred from the many circum- 
stances currently reported of him. One statement goes to aa- 
sert, that " he was afflicted with different forms of hypochon- 
dria, and had a mania for believing that every thing he ate 
went down and lodged in his left leg. At another time he 
would never eat except by the watch, at the precise moment ; 
and he would take out his watch, lay it on the table, and eat 
at that moment. If the meal was behind-hand, he would not 
eat at all." 

Many other singularities are reported of him, some few may 
be yet mentioned in their place ; but, whatever may have been 
those peculiarities, it is certain that, even in other things, he 
was very different from most men. Perhaps his early strug- 
gles in life, and the hard lessons of poverty, may have some- 
what soured his temper, and inclined him to asceticism, though 
to a really healthful mind the tendency is the reverse. The 
experiences of a painful past should make us more forbearing 
and indulgent to others in the present ; but all men cannot bo 
thus, especially when holding fast to the tenets of religion in 
one of the strictest sects of the Christian faith. And such was 
his case. A conscientious and devout member of the Presby- 
terian church, of which he was an elder, we can understand 
how it was that no allowance could be made, in his position, 
even had his inclination ever tended that way, for the errors 
and infirmities of those placed under his tuition. " Indepen- 
dent of his. work in the professorship, he was indefatigable 
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in the duties of hie ereed. He tanght in the Sondaj-school, 
he Tinted the tick, and took a lively interest in the spiritual 
welfare of the negroes. Erctj Sunday he exponnded the 
Seriptnres to a elass of negro children, and, though in all 
things else modest and retiring, his voice was heard, and his 
inflnence exerted to the utmost, in all questions that related to 
the moral and spiritual welfare of the colored race. 

Soon after entering upon his professorship, he married Miss 
Jnnkin, a daughter of tiie Bev. Dr. Geoif;e Junkin^ principal 
of the Washington College. This lady died in the year 1856, 
and her children also lived only a short time. Jackson, then, 
on leave of absence, visited Europe, and upon his return 
lesamed his duties both at the Institute and in the church. 
He was now married again, to Miss Morrison, daughter of the 
Bev. Dr. Morrison, late President of Davidson College, N. C, 
and sister of the wife of the present Confeoerate general, D. 
H. Hill, already mentioned as favoring his appointment at the 
Institnte. From this period until the year 1861, Jackson eon- 
tinned in the quiet methodical duties of his position. He 
was not known, at any time, to mix in the political questions 
of the day, though he must have watched, with keen anxiety, 
the violent agitation which resulted in the disruption of the 
Union. Hidden from the great world without, it is probable 
that the name of " Stonewall'* Jackson would never have been 
heard in history, certainly not with such fame as now, had not 
the gigantic strife of civil discord burst forth in his native 
land. But, like many of the stern enthusiasts of times before 
him, he suddenly appeared like a blazing meteor, and by the 
swiftness and striking energy of his movements, made for 
himself a niche in the temple of fame, which will stand to all 
posterity with those of Cromwell, Cameron, and others. 

The history of the secession of Virginia is well known. 
Hesitating and doubtful for a time, that State at length passed 
an ordinance of disunion on the 17th of April, 1861, and im- 
mediately it was determined to drive the Federal forces away, 
if possible, beyond the border-lines. Harper's Ferry and the 
Arsenal there was then garrisoned by a detachment of United 
States dragoons, nnder Lieutenant Jones, who, on the 18th of 
April, evacuated the place, in consequence of a large force of 
Virginians coming t!b take possession of it But, it was neces- 
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sary for Virginia to keep an " army of observation" there, and 
Governor Letcher immediately issued a commission to Jackson, 
appointing him a colonel in the State troops, with command 
in the Shenandoah Valley, the headquai*ters being at Harper's 
Ferry. It is, however, stated that previous to this, Jackson 
was commandant of the camp of instruction at tlie Fair 
Grounds, Eichmond ; but even if so, it is certain that his was 
the first regular military commission issued by his native 
State, and that on the 3d of May he took command at Harper's 
Ferry. 

On the 23d of May, the military forces of Virginia having 
been more fully organized. General J. E. Johnston took com- 
mand at Harper's Ferry, and assigned Jackson to the infantry 
then concentrating in the Valley. Stuart was appointed to 
command the cavalry, and Pendleton had charge of the artil- 
lery, and it was thus conceived that under such leaders the 
new Confederate troops would be successful against any 
Federal attacks, especially as Jackson had already placed the 
soldiers under excellent drill, and moulded them '4nto tliat 
impenetrable phalanx which stood stern and unbroken after- 
wards, amid scenes of the most frightful carnage." But, early 
in June, General Patterson advanced with a large Union force, 
and necessitated the evacuation of Harper's Ferry by Johnston. 
The Confederates retired to Winchester, but had scarcely 
arrived tliere when information was obtained that the Federals 
were still advancing, and therefore Jackson, with his brigade, 
was sent to the neighborhood of Martinsburg to aid Stuart's 
cavalry in destroying what they could of the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad stock, and thus check the enemy's movements. 
Patterson, however, still came on, though not by the way of 
Harper's Ferry, which remained unoccupied, but intending to 
cross the Potomac near Williamsport, twenty-five miles higher 
up. There, on the 2d of July, Jackson, with his force of some 
3,500 troops, all Virginians, prepared to resist, the Union 
attempt. The ford across the Potomac at Williamsport is 
narrow, and the river so shallow at times, that a man may 
wade it without being wet above the waist. There, however, 
in the early moraing of Tuesday, the 2d of July, the advanced 
Federal forces crossed, and, after some movements on both 
sides, Jackson fell back to Falling Waters, on the main road 



to HftrtiBBbiirg, a raBoiog Are being kept np; A detachmmit 
of Union troops wm then sent forwsrd to leoonnoitre, and at 
9 A. x* Jackson was encoontered on the Porterfield farm, 
where he had fermed his men in line of battle behind the 
honse, and with a park of artillery (four guns) directly npon 
die tvmpike along whieh die enemy was advancing. The 
hattfe now. oommenced, and for half an hoar Jackson saeoeeded 
in raaiBtaaning his gnmnd ; but, the remainder of Patterson's 
army coming ap, he was compelled slowly to fall back. This 
he did for a mile <»* two fnrther, and then made a second 
stand, renewing the ight with great obstinacy. The odds, 
however, were too mndi against him, asd finally he ^retired, 
when abont to be ontflanked, scarcely losing a man, hot 
btteging off forty-five prisoners." Jacks(m then rcgoined the 
main army, nnder JcAinstim, at Winchester. 

ISiis engagement — ^it can hardly be called a battle — ^was the 
fint thft took place between the two armies, and from several 
eirearaslaBees related concerning it, wherein parties o^ both 
ndes are said to have met each oilier without knowledge of 
either being foes, it wonld seem that regular organized warfare 
had hardly yet commenced. The commanding officers were 
schooled in military art, but the men were Btiil raw and un- 
used to a battlefield. 

Shortly after this afiuir, Jackson was made a brigadier-gen- 
eral ; and he then continued to march and countermarch in 
front of Patterson, thoroughly checking his onward move- 
ments, for a fortnight more. At the end of that time, July 
18th, a dispatch reached General Johnston, at Winchester, that 
the great Northern army was advancing on Manassas, where 
the bulk of the Confederate forces under Beauregard were 
then concentrated, and that he was to go thither as speedily 
as possible. In two days from that date, Johnston had arrived 
with his army at Manassas, and Oeneral Jackson was posted, 
with his brigade, in the rear of Longstreet's forces, near Black- 
bum^s ford, where an engagement with a portion of the Union 
troops had already taken place, viz., on the 18th of July. 

Next morning, Sunday, July 21st, began that great battle, 
which, first in this memorable strife, was also remarkable for the 
great panic that occurred on the Union side, and the complete- 
ness of a hard-earned and nearly lost victory to the Confed- 
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erates. But, in this hasty sketch of the life of one of the many 
eminent commanders on both sides, engaged on that day, it is 
impossible to do more than give a hurried outline of the entire 
battle. As is well known, the Union army was under General 
McDowell, and the Confederates under Beauregard and John- 
ston, — the latter, though senior, allowing the former to con- 
duct the engagement in accordance with his previous plans. 
The several corps and division commanders on either side 
were men of skill and ability, but the soldiers, though brave 
even to rashness, were all, or nearly all, inexperienced, and 
not yet fully disciplined. The fight, therefore, was bloody 
and severe. A portion of the Union forces crossed Bull Run 
stream, about 10 a. m., at a place called Sudley's ford, eight 
miles higher up than where Jackson's brigade was posted, and 
the remainder were stationed at the Stone bridge, also six 
miles above Jackson's position. Later in the day, however, a 
part of this remaining Union force crossed the stream, and 
engaged, hand to hand, in the conflict, while the rest still 
defended the bridge. 

The Confederate line of battle was from below Jackson's 
position on the right, to the Stone bridge, and then diverging 
along the Warren ton turnpike to near Groveton, on the left, 
where the Union right had come forward, hoping to outflank 
their foe. Within this line was an irregular plateau, the 
slopes of which reached down upon and slightly across the 
turnpike road. On the Confederate left of this plateau was a 
farm-house, belonging to a widow lady named Henry, who, 
during the engagement, being bedridden, was once or twice 
carried out by her family, but ultimately met her death while 
lying there during a part of the fiercest of the strife. This 
house was in a prominent position, and consequently became 
the scene of several severe attacks for its capture and recap- 
ture on both sides. 

On the morning of July 21st, Jackson was moved from his 
position in the rear of Longstreet, more to the left, so as to 
support either Bonham, in front of him, at the Bull Run 
stream, below the Stone bridge, or Cocke, who was on the left. 
Here he remained during the greater part of the morning, until, 
finding that a portion of the troops already hotly engaged on 
bis left were exhausted and in disorder, he moved to reinforce 
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them. ICftrehing along the back of the plateau, he Biiddenlj 
oame out upon ita eastern crest, a little below the Heniy 
Hoose, and there with his artillery opened fire to gi^t 
eflbct. The Union forces, in spite of the most heroic charges, 
aad a tremendons fire aiding them from Griffin's and Bickett's 
batteries, were completely held in check, nntil Johnston him- 
■df, with Beaoragard, came np and reformed the shattered 
iM^mns, compelling die Federals for a time to retire. Jack- 
son was now in the centre with fonr regiments and thirteen 
pieces of artilloy ; and the most strennons efforts were made 
by bim, and the other heroic commanders on his right and 
left, to keep the adyantage so far gained. Bat, the enemy 
was agun dashing on with irresistible power. Up the sides 
of the platean, — ^from the tompike road, and from their right, — 
IbrwaKl they came with a determination and bravery that 
justice must admit, and the tmth of history cannot deny. 
Heavily reinforced, they gained the summit, and all aronnd 
the Heniy Honse^ with other portions of the ground, was in 
their possession. Then General Beauregard gave orders for 
the entire right of his line, except the reserves, to advance. 
"With a wild yell, peculiar to the Southern troops, they did so, 
Jackson's brigade piercing the enemy's centre, and recovering 
what bad been lost, though at a fearful sacrifice of life. But, 
the triumph was shortlived. Again did the Federals rush 
forward, and this time so overpoweringly, that the Confed- 
erates once more gave way. Now appeared Jackson, no more 
as the calm, reserved college professor, but as a thorough im- 
personation of the military chief. Everywhere in the thickest 
of the fight, with the voice and the look of a warrior upon 
him, he cheered and encouraged his men amid the deadliest 
slaughter. He seemed to have a charmed life, so futile to 
touch bim were the efforts of the enemy's fire. But, hope was 
nearly gone. The fortunes of the day were evidently waning 
for the Confederate cause, and about 4 p. m., when a lull in 
the battle occurred, he paused awhile, on his horse, to consider 
anew what could be done. It was while thus refiecting, Gen- 
eral Bee rode up, and, as we have already mentioned, spoke, 
in the bitterness of his heart, of the lowering aspects of the 
day. Then came that reply before recorded ; and when again 
the troops once more rallied to the bugle blast, Jack- 
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son was among them, foremost in the fray. Just then General 
Kirby Smith's reinforcement arrived, and the sight of their 
comrades so inspirited the Confederate soldiers, that nothing 
could withstand them. The Union forces broke in disorder. 
In vain their commanders tried to rally them. They fled, and 
ere darkness had commenced, the battlefield of Bull Run was 
in possession of the Southern army, and the victory was theirs. 

Tluis terminated the battle, in which Jackson obtained his, 
soubriquet of " Stonewall." That there was any thing, up to 
this time, very extraordinary in his military talents above his 
brother commanders, may reasonably be questioned ; but, a 
fortuitous circumstance gave him a name, and this, added to 
something of a Cromwellian charm about the man, has caused 
him to be spoken of, perhaps, in a higher degree than impar- 
tial justice to all would exactly warrant. However, he was 
one of the many deserving great admiration and respect. 

The Union army having retreated towards Washington, 
Jackson remained w'ith his brigade near Centreville. In Sep- 
tember he was made a major-general, and, in the early part of 
October, assigned to the command of the Confederate forces in 
and around Winchester. 

When the news of this appointment reached his old brigade, 
which was to remain with tlie main Virginian army, it caused 
general regret at the separation. On the 4th of October he 
took leave of his men, and, as they were drawn up before him, 
the silent but deep sorrow expressed in the countenance of 
every man was unmistakable. With the short abrupt tones 
peculiar to him, he addressed his soldiers in words of praise 
for the past and exhortation for the future, adding, that*" he 
trusted whenever he should hear of the First brigade on the 
field of battle, it would be of still nobler deeds achieved, and 
higher reputation won." Then, pausing for an instant while 
his eye ran along the line, that outwardly cold, stern soldier 
was unable to master the emotion within him ; but, suddenly 
rising in his stirrups, and throwing the reins upon his horse's 
neck, he extended his arms, and exclaimed, with an emphasis 
that sent a thrill through every heart — 

*' In the army of the Shenandoah, you were the JF'irst bri- 
gade / In the army of the Potomac, you were the First brigade 1 
In the Second corps of the army, you are the First brigade 1 
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Ton aie the Fint brigade in the afiectionB of your general ; 
and I hope, by your futare deeds and bearing, you will be 
handed down to posterity aa the First brigade in this our 
aeeond war of independenca Farewell t" 

Three prolonged and deafening ebeers thm burst forth from 
his brare and hardy soldiers, which were renewed again and 
i^gain. His face flushed for a moment as he listened to the 
aoand, but he did not speak« Perhaps — for even stem gen- 
erals are men — ^his heart was too fdl to say another word. 
Bnt he looked the kindly thanks, and waving his hand, he 
galloped away. 

When Jackson was ordered to the Shenandoah, he took with 
him several new regiments; and, attadhied to one of these was 
a gentleman, whose correspondence with another Confederate 
officer haa been published by the latter. As portions of it 
aptly serve to illustrate the eharacter and describe the move- 
ments of General Jackson at this time, we briefly transcribe 
them, with such trifling amendments as reference to other re- 
ports make necessary. The writer says : 

^ When we were ordered up the Valley with old Jackson, it 
was considered to be a source of coDgratulation to all for going 
into active service ; but, believe me, I would willingly have 
gone back into winter-quarters again after a week's trial, for 
Jackson is the greatest marcher in the world. When we iirst 
moved up here, our orders were for a march to Charlestown ; 
next day we moved back to Winchester ; in a few days again 
back to Charlestown ; and thence from one place to another, 
until at last I began to imagine we were commanded by some 
peripatetic philosophical madman, whose forte was pedestrian- 
ism. Witli little or no baggage, we are a roving, hungry, 
hardy lot of fellows, and are not patronized at all by parsons 
or doctors: the latter have a perfect sinecure amongst us. 
* Stonewall ' may be a very fine old gentleman, and an honest, 
good-tempered, industrious man, but I should admire him 
much more in a state of rest than continually seeing him mov- 
ing in front. And such a dry old stick, too I As for uniform, 
he has none — his wardrobe isn't worth a dollar ; and his horse 
is quite in keeping, being a poor lean animal of little spirit or 
activity. And don't he keep his aides moving about I Tliirty 
miles ride at night through the mud, is nothing of a job ; and. 
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if they don't come up to time, I'd as soon face the devil, for 
Jackson takes no excuses when duty is on hand. He is solemn 
and thoughtful, speaks but little, and always in a calm decided 
tone ; and, from what he says there is no appeal, for he seems 
to know every hole and corner of this valley as if he had 
made it, or, at least, as if it had been designed for his own use. 
He knows all the distances, all the roads, even the cow-paths 
through the woods, and goat-tracks along the hills. He sits 
horse very awkwardly, and has a fashion of holding his head 
very high, and chin up, as if searching for something skywards ; 
yet, although you can never see his eyes for the cap-peak drawn 
over them, nothing escapes his observation. His movements 
are sudden and unaccountable : his staff don't pretend to keep 
up with him, and, consequently, he is frequently seen alone, 
poking about in all sorts of holes and corners, at all times of 
night and day. I have frequently seen him approach in the 
dead of night and enter into conversation with sentinels, and 
ride off through the darkness. ... In my opinion, Jackson 
will assuredly make his mark in this war, for his untiring in- 
dustry and eternal watchfulness mVrSt tell upon a numerous 
enemy unacquainted with the country, and incommoded by 
large baggage-trains. Jackson evidently intends to supply 
himself at Federal expense ; and, as he is a true fire-eater, and 
an invincible believer in our ' manifest destiny,' Banks will 
find him a disagreeable opponent to confront in the mountain 
passes, or at the many fords." 

Another waiter, speaking of him at the same period, says : 
" He is as calm in the midst of a hurricane of bullets as 
he was in the pew of his church at Lexington, when he was 
professor of the Institute. He appears to be a man of almost 
superhuman endurance. Neither heat nor cold makes the 
slightest impression upon him. He cares nothing for good 
quarters and dainty fare. Wrapped in his blanket, he throws 
himself down on the ground anywhere, and sleeps as soundly 
as though he were in a palace. He lives as the soldiers live, 
and endures all the fatigue and all the suffering that they 
endure. His vigilance is something marvellous. He never 
seems to sleep, and lets nothing pass without his personal 
scrutiny. He can neither be caught napping, nor whipped 
when wide awake. The rapidity of his marches is something 
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portentoiis. He is heard of by the enemy at one i>oint, and 
before they can make np their minds to follow him, he is off at 
another. He keeps so constantly in motion that he never 
has a sick-list, and no need of hospitals." 

The movements of Jackson at this period mnst now be 
briefly mentioiied. At the time be was ordered to the Shenan- 
doah, there was a strong force of the Federals at Bomney and 
Bath, in Northwestern Virginia, while General Banks, with 
hia army, was on the north* of the Potomac, ready to cross into 
fhe Yalley. Jackson, accordingly, determining to try and 
annoy the enemy, even if he could not beat them, conceived 
the idea of destroying the ^* dams" np the river, so that sup- 
plies could not be forwarded to the Union army at Washing^- 
.ton by the canaL Accordingly ,1 the attempt was made, and, 
amid the cold and snows of a severe winter in that region, his 
men were engaged, waist-deep, in the river, endeavoring to 
tear down Dam No. 6, near Williamsport The attempt at 
first was unsuccessful, owing to the severity of the weather 
and a continual fire from the Federals on the river bank, but, 
ultimately, the task was accomplished in December, though 
with the loss of several men. 

No sooner was this done, than Jackson, on the Ist of January, 
1862, without allowing any one to know whither he was bound, 
started with his force of 2,200 men to surprise the Federals 
stationed at Bath, otherwise known as Berkley Springs. The 
day was fine, and the air soft and balmy, so that the men left 
their blankets and overcoats behind, expecting the wagons to 
follow and join them before those articles were needed. But, 
by some mischance, the wagons did not come up, and on the 
third day of the march, the weather changed again to all the 
severity of winter. Bain, snow, hail, sleet, beat upon the 
troops thus shelterless, and without their ordinary covering. 
The horrors of the mai-ch became fearful. "The country was 
exceedingly rough ; unfrequented roads had to be taken ; ice 
was on the ground, and neither man nor beast could maintain 
a footing. Men soon were bootless, hatless, and ragged ; 
horses could scarcely stir, and, at night, the weary soldiers 
had to sleep out upon the snow as best they could. By and by, 
when the wagons came up, matters were in no ways mended, 
for, in toiling over the hills, horsemen, infantry, wagons and 
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all, would frequently slip over an embankment One train of 
wagons and artillery took from daylight until 3 p. ic to pass a 
hilly point, heavy details of men steadying the wagons, and 
almost lifting the animals along/' 

Tin's expedition appears to have been unnecessary and ill 
planned. But the object of it was accomplished. Bath was 
occupied by Jackson, who "drove the Federals across the 
Potomac, on one of ihe coldest nights ever known in that 
region," and he immediately marched on towards Bomnej, 
which place was evacuated by the Union troops, under Gen- 
eral Shields, before Jackson's arrival. 

At this time. General Loriiig, with Jackson's old brigade, 
had joined him, and the former was now left at Romney, while 
the latter, with his " Stonewall" companions, rapidly returned 
to Winchester. Information, however, now came to him that 
Shields had united with Banks, and their whole army was on 
the march down the Valley. Accordingly, Jackson speedily 
collected his corps togetlier from all points, and prepared to 
retire down the Shenandoah whenever necessary. On the 11th 
of March he evacuated Winchester, and slowly marched along 
the Yalley, with all the spoils he had obtained, towards 
Staunton. But, on the 21st, after passing Strasburg, the enemy 
still following him thus far, he heard that General Shields 
was falling back, and a body of Union troops was moving bj 
way of Snicker's Gap, to reinforce the Federals operating 
against General Johnston at Manassas. He therefore, at once 
returned and pushed forward with the greatest rapidity to 
Winchester. On the afternoon of the 23d, Jackson's army 
was again near that place, intending to bivouac for the night 
at Kernstown. But, finding the enemy likely to receive rein- 
forcements, he at once determined upon attacking him. The 
battle began about 4 p. m. and continued until dark, ending in 
success to the Federals, and Jackson being compelled to fall 
back to Cedar creek. 

In this engagement, it is understood that Jackson was com- 
pletely outwitted by General Shields' feint of retreating back 
to the Potomac ; but the Confederates, however, " accomplished 
something of what they desired, in preventing a junction of 
Banks' command with other forces." 
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Aftbb this battle, Oenend Jackson retreated in the directioa 
Of Harrisonburg, pursued by Banks' armj as far as that place. 
He then, on the 19th of April, crossed the south fork of the 
Shenandoah, and took position between that river and Swift 
Bun Gap. General Ewell had also been directed to join the 
main body of Jackson's army, and arrived from Gordonsville 
on the 30th of April. Meanwhile it was ascertained that Gen- 
eral Milroy, with another portion of the Union forces, was ad- 
vancing from the west side of the Shenandoah mountains, with 
the intention of effecting a junction with Banks, and then both 
to attack Staunton. To defeat this, Jackson determined to 
join his own forces with the Confederate troops of General Ed- 
ward Johnson, then near Buffalo Gap, west of Staunton, and, 
while Ewell was sent to keep Banks in check, Milroy should 
be attacked. This was done. At Staunton, Jackson found 
himself earnestly supported by Major-general Smith, his old 
friend, the superintendent of the Military Institute, and the 
cadets, who had all come forward to assist in defending that 
portion of the Valley ; and on the 7th of May he directed John- 
son to move in advance on Milroy 's position. The latter re- 
treated until he was reinforced by General Schenck, in the 
McDowell valley, where he stood his ground for an engage- 
ment This took place on the 8th, and ended in the furthei 
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retreat of Milroy, pursued by Jackson to the vicinitj'^ of Frank- 
lin. Here Jackson deemed it advisable to return to the Shen- 
andoah Valley again, with the intention of attacking Banks 
with all of the Confederate forces — his own, Johnson's, and 
Ewell's united — before those of the Union commander could be 
again concentrated. On the 15th of May he had recrossed the 
mountains, and encamped for the night near the Lebanon 
White Sulphur Springs, Here the troops were halted for a 
short time, to enable them to attend divine service, and observe 
the Fast recommended by President Davis. On the 17th, the 
march was resumed towards Harrisonburg, and thence — hear- 
ing that Banks had fallen back to Strasburg, which he was 
strongly fortifying — he moved rapidly down the Valley to New- 
market, where a junction was again effected with Ewell. 
From this place Jackson crossed to Luray and Front Royal, 
hoping, by a surprise of the Union troops there, to get in the 
rear of Banks, or compel him to abandon his fortifications at 
Strasburg. On Friday, May 23d, the Federals were attacked 
and defeated at Front Koyal, and JackscMi immediately pre- 
pared to advance upon General Banks. But the next momiog 
he was surprised to hear that the entire Union army was in 
rapid retreat up the Valley, towards Winchester. The Con- 
federate cavalry had previously been posted near the Federals, 
and Ewell also sent on in advance, and now, together, these so 
completely harassed the Northern troops, that something like 
another Bull Run panic commenced. Tiie scene along the 
road is described as something never before witnessed. " Every 
imaginable article known to campaigning was strewn about 
for miles : the fields were crowded with fugitives, while scores 
of ambulances were tilled with foot-sore or wounded Federals. 
Now and again the rear of the enemy would rally, and try to 
check the impetuous advance of the victorious Confederates ; 
but it was only a vain effort. The cavalry, under the gallant 
Turner Ashby, the itifantry under Ewell, and the main body 
under Johnson, with Jackson himself and his old brigade 
amongst them, all swiftly followed on, capturing immense 
spoils and a vast number of prisoners. "For many miles 
along the road towards Winchester and beyond, large and in- 
numerable tires told that the enemy were destroying their sup- 
plies, and already on their retreat towards the Potomac. The 
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whole country seemed on fire, and on the night of the 24th the 
sight was awfully grand, for, whichever way the eye turned, 
fires. illuiuinated the dark and distant landscape." 

Early on the morning of the 25th of May, Jackson began to 
move on Winchester. Dense columns of smoke issuing from 
the town, made it evident that the enemy were busily engaged 
in burning stores ; but Jackson, wishing to stop this, pushed 
forward, and, meeting with a feeble resistance, the Confederates 
rushed into the town, driving the foe through every fetreet, 
and speedily causing the Federal troops again to hurriedly re- 
treat. But swift upon their heels came the victorious Southern 
soldiers — Ashby, with his cavalry, hanging close to their rear. 
Soon it was discovered that Banks had shaped his course 
towards Williamsport, and ere he had crossed over to that 
town, the Confederate advance was well up with him. Now 
the scene became even more intensely exciting than ever. 
Tlie dead and wounded along the road were so numerous, that 
it was more like the last of a battle-field than a retreat. 
"Hats, caps, muskets, boots, wagons, burning stores, sa- 
bres, pistols, etc., besides exhausted Union soldiers, lined 
every yard of the way, and could be found in the woods 
at eitlier side. At last, Jackson's army, totally prostrated 
from fatigue, and helpless as children, reached the vicinity 
of Williamsport on the evening of the 26th of May, and 
found that all who remained of the enemy, had eff'eeted a 
passage across the river at diflerent points, and were safe in 
Maryland." 

On the following day " divine service was held in the camps 
of the Southern army, and thanks rendered to God for the 
success with which He had blessed their arms, and His con- 
tinued favor implored, — a duty which General Jackson never 
failed to impress upon his troops." The men then rested ; but 
on the 28th, movements against the enemy were renewed. 
The Federals still had some of their divided army near Charles- 
town, but Generals Winder and Ewell were sent by Jackson 
to dispei-se them; and this accomplished, it was then necessary 
for Jackson to guard against a serious peril which menaced 
him behind. Shields was moving rapidly towards his 
right, and Fremont from near Romney, on his left, with a 
view of concentrating a heavy force in his rear, and cutting 

13 
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off a retreat up the valley. To avoid this, Jackson, on the 
30th of May, with all his troops, except Winder's and the 
cavalry, returned to Winchester. Before he reached there, 
however, news came that the Union cavalry had already ap- 
peared at Front Royal, and the Confederate force left in pos- 
session had abandoned it. Jackson, therefore, on the Slst, 
hurried forwai'd, and moved towards Strasburg, encamping 
there that evening. Next morning, June 1st, Fremont's forces 
having arrived by the way of Wardensville, attacked Jackson's 
outposts in that direction. Ewell was now ordered to hold 
Fremont in check until the remainder of the Confederate forces 
under Winder arrived, which they did that evening, — a part of 
them, the Second Virginia, having marched thirty-six miles. 
The command being thus united again, the retreat continued 
towards Harrisonburg. 

The incidents of this retreat now became numerous and most 
exciting. Fremont hung close upon Jackson's rear, but the 
gallant Ashby, by his skill and personal daring, materially 
checked the pursuit, and early on the morning of the 6th of 
June the Confederates reached Harrisonburg, and passing 
beyond the town, turned towards the east, in the direction of 
Port Kepublic. iiext day an engagement took place between 
Ashby's cavalry, supported by General G. H. Stewart's bri- 
gade of infantry, and the Union cavalry, supported by the 
Pennsylvania " Bucktails." In this encounter, two important 
Union officers — Colonel Sir Percy Wyndham, and Lieutenant- 
colonel Kane — were captured by the Confederates, and their 
foixjes driven from the field ; but this was dearly bought by 
the death of the heroic Ashby. 

The main body of Jackson's command had now reached 
Port Republic, and were encamped on the high ground north 
of the village, about a mile from the South river, a tributary 
of the Slienandoah. Swell's forces were four miles distant, 
near the road leading from Harrisonburg. Fremont had ar* 
rived with his forces in that vicinity, and Shields was fifteen 
miles below Port Republic. Jackson's position was about 
equidistant from both parties, and it was his object to prevent, 
if possible, a junction between them. Accordingly, when 
Shields had approached nearer, he was attacked by Jackson, 
at Port Republic, and driven back, while Ewell encountered 
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Crosd Keys, on the 8th of June, defeated them* 

The forces of GeDeral Shields haying retreated, it waa now 
easier to attack Fremont, when he again made his aj^pearasee; 
bat that general deemed jt more wiie to coQce&trato his trbcqps 
around Wincheaterj as a base of operations, and aooordiD^y 
retreated thither, leaving Jackeon to puisne hh trinmpliftPt 
march itnmolest^. > 

On tliG 1 2th of June, JTackson recrossed South riT^ri aiid 6ii- 
iMSBped mar Wajer'n Oave; **aiid for die purpose,'' as he 
laid^ ^of retamiiig^ thanioB to Ood for haviiig gowned our 
ai&ij with soecess, and to implore his contmaal favor, divine 
aerfiee was hdd in the army on the 14th.'' The axmjr i#- 
iM^ed in tfie same place until the ITtik, when Jaduon aga&t 
took ap the line of march, bnt, now, to j<ha in the great 
aabvements then go&ig^on aitnmd Biehmoad, 

It Was about this time tiiat General Jackson was: made a 
jm DIfeeior of the B%le Sooietjr of the Ooafbderiite Statoa; 
[ tile Mkwing is his letter of a&nowkdgment : 



HsADQUABTEBs Vallet Ddtbict, Viboinia, Jlllj 21, 1802. 
Bar. R A. Boolbb, General Agent 

Khle Society of Gonfedentta Statee of America : 

Dear Sir : — ^I gratefully acknowledge the honor conferred 
npon me by a portion of God^s people^ in constituting me a 
life Director of the Bible Society of the Confederate States of 
America. 

It is a canse in which I feel a deep interest, and my earnest 
prayer is, that God will make this infant Bible Society the 
means not only of giving His blessed Word to our own people, 
but of sending it freely to the remotest nations of the earth. 

Inclosed is a check for one hundred and fifty dollars. Please 
acknowledge its reception, and believe me to be, very truly, 
your friend and brother in Christ, 

T. J. JACKSON. 

During the period of Jackson's labors in the Shenandoah, 
the Union army, under McClellan, had invested Bichmond ; 
but, on the 31st of May, at the battle of Seven Pines, Oeneral 
Jofaiiston inflicted upon the Federab the first of those severe 
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checks that finally ended in their withdrawal before the Con- 
federates under General Lee. We have already seen, in onr 
sketch of General Lee's life, how this was accomplished, and it 
would be a needless repetition to go again into details. We 
shall, therefore, confine oureelvea simply to the personal move- 
ments of Jackson. 

On the 17th of June, General Jackson commenced his march 
from Weyer's Cave to the Peninsula, leaving a small force at 
Harrisonburg to watch the enemy. On the 25th he had ar- 
rived at Ashland, sixteen miles from Richmond, at the very 
time McClellan, probably hearing of his advance, " closed the 
siege, by changing his policy from offence to defence." The 
next day, Jackson, as directed by Lee, steadily advanced to- 
wards Cold Harbor, where he immediately took up a position 
to fall upon the enemy. On the 27th of June the great battle 
began. "Stuart, with his cavalry, was posted on the left of 
Jackson's troops, to charge and intercept the Federals if they 
attempted to retreat in the direction of the Pamunkey ; and 
hardly had line of battle been formed, when heavy firing on 
the right indicated that General A. P. Hill, who had gone in 
that direction, was hard pressed. Jackson immediately or- 
dered a general advance of his entire corps, which hastened 
forward. Whiting's division on the right of the line, and Jack- 
son's, Swell's, and D. H. Hill's, in the order named, from right 
to left. The welcome sound of Jackson's guns came to Lee 
and Longstreet as they were hastening forward from Gaines' 
Mill, and the entire Confederate force on the left bank of the 
Chickahominy, which had only waited the arrival of Jackson, 
advanced in one wild charge, and the battle began to rage with 
a fury until then unknown." The result is well known. The 
Union forces fought heroically, and occasionally gained some 
advantage; but, "just as night was descending, the general 
and decisive charge was made all along the line, and in obedi- 
ence to Jackson's brief, stern order, * Press them with the 
bayonet 1' Hill's, Ewell's, Whiting's, and Jackson's divisions 
all charged. Hood's Texans, and the Stonewall brigade, in 
advance of all the rest, pressed forward, with cheers of defiance, 
over every obstacle ; and before this terrible charge in front, 
and the storm of artillery on their right, the enemy wavered, 
broke, and were put to rout. Posted in advance of his batter- 
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Nti Mb figdre dearl j revealed hj the fires which the enemj 
hed kindled to draw the artillerj fire from their gnna, Jaek- 
■OB heard the wild cheen of -his men as they pnrsaed the fly- 
ing enenrf in the direotion of Grapeirine bridge." 

Next morning, Jaokion sent Ewell forward to Dispatch sta- 
tion, on the York Rivw railroad, General Btnart being in 
adTHice with his oaTriry. The cavalry attacked and rooted 
a party of the enemy, sod Ewell tore op and destroyed the 
Tailroad at that point 

JmAmm remained on the battlefield directing movementsi 
as the Confederate forces parsned McOlellan's army ; and on 
the night of the 89Ui, he crossed to the right bank of the 
Ohiekahominy, hastily reconstmcting the bridge destroyed by 
the Federals. At Savage station^ he gathered np about 1,000 
■tragg^ers from the Union army, and then proceeded to Wliite 
Oak Swamp, where he pressed heavily npoli the^enemy's rear, 
to Fraiier^ farm. Tbnre he met Generals Lee and Long>- 
streeC, and was at once assigned to the frcmt, infhsing, by his 
presence, new ardor into the pursuit At Malvern Hill his 
eorps was confronted by the entire army of McClellan, and, in 
that heavy engagement, lost some of its best men. 

It was during these battles that Jackson and Lee met for 
the first time in the war, and, having now seen each other at 
work, there sprung np at once between them that profound 
respect, confidence, and regard, which thenceforth knew no 
diminution. Jackson's opinion of Lee was shown, when he 
said, *^He is a phenomenon — I would follow him blind- 
folded ;" and the appreciation of Lee for Jackson, after events 
fully proved, when, on the occasion of Jackson's death, he ex- 
pressed himself as having lost his right arm. 

The day after the battle of Malvern Hill, Jackson was sent 
forward towards Harrison's landing, and on the following day 
there was a desnltory skirmish between the opposing forces ; 
but the great and bloody drama of the Peninsula campaign, 
on that occasion, was ended ; and on the 8th of July, when the 
Confederates were withdrawn, Jackson's corps returned to 
Richmond, and went into camp on the Mechanicsville road. 
Here, for a time, it might be naturally expected that he 
and his hardy soldiers would have obtained some rest, after 
the constant marching and countermarching, with the numer- 
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0118 engagements they had gone through. But it was not so. 
Only a few days had elapsed when new movements had to be 
made. Pope was massing large bodies of Union troops on the 
Kapidan, and threatening the Central railroad at Gordonsyille, 
consequently he must be promptly checked. General Lee had 
quickly perceived that the scene of action was rapidly chang- 
ing from the James to the Eappahannock, and it was neces- 
sary to maintain the Confederate position at such an important 
place as Gordonsville. Accordingly, Jackson was directed to 
proceed thither and guard that point against the threatened 
assault upon it. 

At the time this order was given, no one except the official 
few had any idea where the destination would be ; and, says 
one writer, as for gleaning any information <joncerning it from 
"the sharp-eyed, tart, sarcastic, crabbed-spoken Jackson,'^ a 
person might as reasonably "whistle jigs to a mile-stone." 
When his corps received orders to move, some imagined mere- 
ly a change of camps, or some such indifferent movement, yet 
w^hen Richmond was left far to the south, and the column pro- 
ceeded rapidly in a northwestern direction, many thought it 
was again to the Shenandoah Valley. But facts soon became 
known, when, on the 19th of July, Jackson with his own old 
division and General Ewell's arrived at Gordonsville. Here 
Jackson received information that the Federal army in his 
front was in great force, and, accordingly, upon his represen- 
tation, General A. P. Hill's was sent to reinforce him. It 
was not long, now, before the advanced forces of cavalry, on 
both sides, came into collision at Orange Courthouse, and the 
Confederate horsemen had to retreat ; but Jacjcson ascertaining 
that only a portion of Pope's army was at Culpepper, he de- 
termined to advance and attack it before the remaining Union 
forces could arrive. Accordingly, on the .7th of August, he 
moved with his entire force from Gordonsville in the direction 
of tlie enemy. On the 9th, Jackson reached a point about 
eight miles from Culpepper, and found the Union troops, under 
General Banks and General Sigel, posted in his front, near 
Cedar Bun, a short distance west and north of Slaughter moun- 
tain. " A large body of Federal cavalry occupied a ridge on 
the right of the road, and a Confederate battery, under Lieu- 
tenant Terry, at once opened upon it. General Early then 
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advanced, keeping near the Ciilpepper'')x>ad, while General 
Ewell diveifped to the right along the slope of the mountain. 
Early, forming in line of batUe, moved into the open field, 
and drove the enemy's cavalry before him to the crest of a hill. 
Along this hill the Federal batteries were posted, ready to 
open as soon as he appeared. In his front, the country was, 
for some distance, open and broken. A cornfield, and to the 
left of it a wheatfield, extended to the opposite hill, which was 
oovered with timber." As soon as Early reached the eminence 
described, the Federal batteries opened apon him, large bodies 
of cavalry appearing in the wheatfield to the left. A rapid 
and well-directed fire was retamed, and the engagement 
b^an. 

By this time, Oenend Winder, with Jackson's own division, 
had arrived, and he immediately disposed the several brigades 
under Oamett, Taliaferro, and his own nnder Colonel Bonald, 
in position behind various batteries. He was then proceeding 
to direct the movements of these batteries when he was struck 
by a shell, from which he expired in a few hours. The com- 
mand of Jackson's division now devolved Uf>on Brigadier- 
general W. B. Taliaferro, whose brigade, during the action, was 
commanded by Colonel A. G. Taliaferro. 

Meanwhile, Ewell had reached the northwest termination of 
Slaughter mountain, and upon an elevated spot, about two 
hundred feet above the valley below, had planted Latimer's 
guns, which opened with marked efiect upon the enemy's bat- 
teries. At 5 p. M. Banks had thrown forward his skirmishers 
through the cornfield, and advanced his infantry. Another 
body of infantry, at the same time, moved upon Early's right, 
and speedily the fight extended from the left to the centre, in 
a sharp and very warm contest. General Hill had sent one of 
his brigades to support Early, and while the fight was in pro- 
gress here, the Federals fell with great vigor on the Confederate 
left, turning it, and pouring a destructive fire into the rear, 
compelling Taliaferro's brigade to fall back. At this critical 
moment, Branch's brigade, of Hill's division, and Winder's 
brigade, came up and succeeded in driving back the Federals 
with great slaughter. A general charge was now made by 
Jackson, and resulted in driving the enemy across the field 
into the opposite wood, strewing the narrow valley with their 
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dead. Tlie victory for the Confederates was gained, and, as 
night fell, the full-orbed moon soared aloft, pouring its mellow 
light upon the field of carnage. Over the beautiful slopes of 
Culpepper, covered with the wounded and the dying, the 
battle-flag of the South floated proudly in the light of the calm 
August moon. But the contest was hard and desperate, and, 
at one time, the day seemed to be in favor of the Federals. It 
was then, however, that Jackson, carried away by the excite- 
ment of the battle, threw aside his usual cool reserve, and 
rushed forward to the front, rallied, with his voice and mien, 
his confused troops, and ordering the decisive bayonet charge, 
retrieved the broken fortunes of the day. 

Jackson being now anxious to reach Culpepper without 
delay, determined to advance through the night, but his front 
having encountered the enemy's batteries posted in the woods, 
it was deemed necessary to halt, and this was done. On the 
following morning, the 10th, he heard that the Federals had 
been reinforced, and, therefore, did not advance any further. 
General J. E. B. Stuart now arrived on a tour of inspection, 
and at Jackson's request took command of the cavalry to 
reconnoitre. On the 11th, a flag of truce was received from 
the Union commander, requesting permission to remove and 
bury the dead. This was granted until 5 p. m,, when, bearing 
from Stuart that the enemy were too heavily reinforced to be 
wisely attacked, Jackson, during the night, fell back towards 
Gordonsville, with a view to strategic movements of his own- 
On the 14th, as was customary with him. General Jackson 
rested his troops to " return thanks to God for the victory 
won," and also to await the main army, which was now 
rapidly marching, under General Lee, from Richmond to 
co-operate with him. General Lee soon arrived, united with 
Jackson near Culpepper, and immediately made various 
demonstrations at the fords of the Kapidan, lower down, to 
attract Pope's attention while Jackson attempted a flank 
movement on the left. On the 25th, with some 25,000 men, 
Jackson left the main army, and proceeded rapidly towards 
the head waters of the Rappahannock, crossed that river at 
Hinton's ford, dragging his artillery with difficulty up the 
narrow and rock-ribbed road beyond, and pushed forward with 
the utmost speed. It was something of a gigantic task. 
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Lidaed, ibe nadertekkig ww ahnott snperhnman. Miles of 
WM17 nmrcbkig— aeroia open &did% by strange eoontry roads 
and eoDiibrtable homesteads, past * little town called Orleans, 
vp the steeps, along and across the valleys skirting the Bine 
' Bidge monntains ; always on, on, and seldom resting even for 
aa instant—^botsore^ hnngrj, and all bat oraipletely ezbansted 
«-did the ^hring band nnder Jackson (himself ever sharing the 
saiae ^stigne and hardship) pnsh forward to Thoroaghfare 
Oap, that it might be reached before the enemy conld be 
aware of their intention. At midnight the troops arrived at 
Salem, rested a few hoars, and then, at dawn of day, on they 
Burched again. At lengUi they reached the Gap. It is, as is 
wdl known, a moontain goi^ and was then nndefended by 
Ibe Federals. Jadcson, iherdbre, passed rapidly between the 
frowning ramparts with his little army, hungry, exhaosted, 
Imt resolale as ever, and descended, like a hawk, upon 



General fitnart had pushed in advance with his cavaliy, 
sMoeaded fhe Boll Sun mountain, by a winding and rod^ 
road, to the right of the Gap, and descending the eastern 
acclivity, took his poet again in front and on the flanks of 
the army, which, on the afternoon of Tuesday, the 26th, 
reached the neighborhood of Manassas. 

Jackson was now completely in the enemy's rear, and 
speedily possessed himself of the railroad which supplied their 
army, while Lee was rapidly approaching in the Federal front. 
Manassas was quickly captured by Stuart, with his cavalry 
and some infantry, and the first symptoms of a general engage- 
ment now appeared. The old ground of the Bull Bun battle 
was to be the scene of another great fight, and, on the morning 
of the 27th, reinforcements from Washington, under General 
Taylor, passed the Stone bridge, and advanced upon that 
portion of the Confederate troops at Manassas. An engag&> 
ment followed, ending in the rout of the Federals, who were 
driven over Bull Bun, by Blackburn's ford, with the loss of 
their connnander, and hotly pursued by the Stuart horse- 
artillery, under Major Pelham. Later, on the same day, 
Ewell attacked Hooker at Bristoe station, but was compelled 
to retreat and fall back to the main army at Manassas. At 
the same time, General Fitzhugh Lee, with some cavalry, went 
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on an expedition to Fairfax Court-house, to still farther 
damage tlie Federal communications, and, if possible, cut off 
the retreat of Taylor's brigade. At nightfall, Jackson directed 
Manassas to be evacuated, after destroying all the Union stores 
fi>und tliere, and setting the place on lire. 

Jackson's position was now somewhat hazardous. Lee was 
approaching, but had not yet come up— (Longstreet's corps 
takint]^ the same route that Jackson had) — and Pope was mov- 
ing with his whole force to attack him. But it was necessary 
that the advanced ground should be maintained, and, accord- 
ingly, Jackson determined merely to fall back to within sup- 
porting distance of Longstreet, and hold on till the main body 
of the Confederate army arrived. This was done. He divided 
his corps, and sent Hill by way of Blackburn's ford to Centre- 
ville, Bo as to deceive the enemy, while he himself took up a 
position on the precise ground occupied by the right of the 
Federal army in the lirst battle of Bull Run. There he was 
joined by Hill, who, according to orders, had turned from 
Centreville back along the Warrenton road, and crossed the 
Stone bridge to Jackson's quarters. 

Meantime, the enemy had followed Hill, and pursued him 
hotly until his rear-guard had passed over Bull Run, while 
Stuart attacked a portion of the Federals at Haymarket, and 
sent forward a dispatch to Longstreet, who was then fighting 
at Thoroughfare Gap. 

It was now late in the day, August 28th, and the Unioa 
forces were seen advancing^ with the intention of crossing the 
stream at the Stone bridge and Sudley ford. Whereupon, 
Jackson immediately decided to attack them, and, pointing to 
the enemy in his front, he said, briefly, " Ewell, advance I'* A 
fierce engagement followed, and at nightfall the enemy gave 
way, but remained, not far off, in line of battle waiting for 
daylight. 

In this engagement. General Ewell was badly wounded in 
the knee, and his services were, consequently, lost in the sub- 
sequent battles. 

At this time, a courier brought to Jackson the welcome in- 
telligence that Longstreet had passed Thoroughfare Gap, and 
was rapidly pressing forward to join him : also, that Lee him- 
self was near. The information was an immense relief to* him, 
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and wlien thd news eame, he drew e loDg breath, and uttered 
• aigh of inteoM aatirfaetlon. 

The next morning, Friday, Angnat 99th, Longstreet arrived 
and took pontion. General Lee was on the ground nearly at 
the nine time, and immediately the order of battle was formed, 
diaogfa G^eneral Anderson's division had not yet eome up, and 
the whole of the Oonfederate forces were overpowered by long 
marehes and incessant encounters with-theur foe. 

Wliile Lee was thus getting his men into position, the Fed- 
erals eneigetically attadced Jackson, and gradually the fight 
became general along his entire column. It continued very 
severe, -and with changing success until the afternoon, when 
Hood's division, of Longstreet's corps, was ordered to attack the 
enemy's left. This was done, with marked effect. Jackson, 
Ulna strengthened, fought with renewed vigor, and finally, 
about 9 p. M«, the enemy was compelled to retire for nearly a 
mile. During the night, however. General Lee directed his 
troops to fall back to ^eir old and better position of the morn- 
ing, where they oould again attack, with more advantage, next 
day. 

The following morning, August 30th, the battle was re- 
newed ; but, as General Leo was now commanding in person, 
and as we have already briefly given the events of the fight 
in our sketch of that general, we may refer to it for details. 
Enough to say that the day ended in a complete victory for 
tlie Confederates, and another disastrous rout to the Union 
forces on the celebrated battlefield of Bull Ean. 

On the next day, Sunday, Angust 31st, Jackson's corps 
pressed the enemy towards Centreville, and on Monday after- 
noon his advance had a brief but severe engagement at Ox 
Hill, just above Germantown, the Confederates occupying 
Fairfax Court-house that same night 

It might be supposed that now, at last, some rest would be 
obtained by Jackson's iron-framed soldiers; but hardly had 
the victory been won, and Fairfax occupied, than a new move- 
ment commenced, — this time, for the purpose of crossing into 
Maryland. On the second day after the battle at Ox Hill, 
Jackson arrived at Leesburg, and was there joined by the 
other corps of the army. From Leesburg, in accordance with 
General Lee's plans, he marched straight across the country to 
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Williamsport, for the purpose of possessing Martinsbnrg, and 
intercepting the Fedenil retreat if the enemy moved up the 
river, while McLaws occupied Maryland heights; and this with 
a view to the surrender of Harper's Ferry, then garrisoned by 
a larjre force of Union troops, under General Miles. Jaekaoa 
rapidly and most successfully performed his task, and Harper's 
Ferry, with " 11,000 troops, an equal number of small-arms, 
seventy-three pieces of artillery, and about 200 wagons, sur- 
rendered, on the loth of September. This accomplished, Jack- 
son, leaving General A. P. Hill to hold Harper's Ferry, hastily 
marched to join Lee, who had fallen back to Sharpeburg, after 
a heavy encounter with McClellan on the 14th, at South 
Mountain. 

By a severe night's march, Ji^ckson reached the vicinity of 
Sharpsbnrg on the morning of the 16th, and, by direction of 
Lee, lie immediately advanced on the enemy, taking position 
to the left of Longstreet, near a Dunkard church, Swell's di- 
vision (General Lawton commanding) forming the right, and 
his own divison (General J. R. Jones commanding) forming 
the left.. Major-general Stuart, with the cavalry, was also on 
his left. 

That night the troops slept upon their arms, and on the fol- 
lowing day, Wednesday, September 17th, the battle of Antie- 
tam was fought. The result has already been related (see page 
77), and, on the morning of the 19th, the Confederate army 
having recrossed the Potomac, Jackson, with his troops, was 
again on the way to Martinsburg. The next day, a Federal 
force crossed in pursuit, but was routed by a portion of Jack- 
son's corps, under A. P. Hill. On the evening of the 20th, 
the command moved to the Opequon river, in the vicinity of 
Martinsburg, and encamped there for a week. At the end of 
that time, Jackson went a little further on to Bunker Hill, and 
there, at length, gave to his weary troops that rest tliey so 
much needed. 

In connection with this period, the following incident is re- 
lated of Jackson. A correspondent states, that "on the 
morning of a recent battle near Harper's Ferry, after a sermon 
by one of his chaplains, Stonewall Jackson, who, by the way, 
is an elder in the Presbyterian Church, administered the sacra- 
ment to the church-members in his army. He invited all 
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Christians to participate in this ceremony. A Baptist, the 
Btraitest of his sect, thorouglily imbued with the idea of close 
communion, was seen to hesitate ; but the occasion, and the 
man who presided, overcame his scruples: and thus it has hap- 
pened that the prospect of a fight and the eloquence of Jack- 
son made a Baptist forget that baptism is the door into the 
Church. In all Jackson's army an oath is rarely uttered. A 
religious enthusiasm pervades it wliich makes every man a 
hero. Conscious of the justice of our cause, and imbued with 
the strongest convictions of patriotism, his men are irresistible. 
In this incident we have an explanation of General Jackson's 
invincibility, and we are thus enabled to understand why his 
men are all heroes, and why they endure without a murmur 
the severest hardships to which any troops have been sub- 
jected during the war. When peace is restored, it will be honor 
enough for any man to say, ^ I belonged to the army of Stone- 
wall Jackson.'" 

In the month of November, 1862, the Confederate army was 
once more on the move towards the Rappahannock, and Jack- 
son, with his hardy veterans, accompanied it, forming the rear- 
guard, as far as Millwood, where he remained until the Ist of 
December, watching the enemy and retarding his movements. 
He was then sent for to join Lee at Fredericksburg, which he 
did, by a rapid march, on the 10th, and his corps encamped 
beyond the Masfaponnax, entirely out of sight, but ready for 
prompt work when called upon. This was not long unre- 
quired. The battle of Fredericksburg ma}'^ be said to have 
commenced on the 11th, and ended on the night of the 15th- 
16th, but the principal engagement was on the 13th, and in it 
Jackson, as usual, had a goodly share. We have, however, 
already given an account of this (see page 82), and therefore 
pass on to succeeding events. 

After the battle of Fredericksburg, Jackson retired to Moss 
Neck for winter-quarters, with his corps hidden in the woods, 
and for a while devoted himself to the task of preparing his 
oflBcial reports. In this work it is said that he was exceed- 
ingly careful not to have any thing placed on record which 
was not established by irrefutable proof. Truth was with him 
the jewel beyond all price — and nothing discomposed him more 
than the bare suspicion that accuracy was sacrificed to effect. 
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lie disliked all glowing adjectives in the narratives of his bat- 
tles ; and presented to the members of his staff and all around 
Iiiu), a noble example of modesty and love of tnith. He 
disliked all ostentation, self-laudation, or the attempts of others 
to elevate him above his brother commanders. lie objected 
to all popular ovations ; and even refused, on several occasions^ 
to allow his portrait to be taken. Thus, an account of the 
battles wherein he fought may be relied upon as strictly truth- 
ful, if following his official reports, which are " the sworn 
statements of a man who would have laid down his very life 
before he would have attached his name to what was partial, 
unfair, or aught but the simple, absolute truth." 

The army now rested from its severe toils : the brave men 
who had so long battled with an equally brave enemy, now 
had months to recuperate, and gather fresh strength ere the 
fierce cry of battle-strife was again likely to be heard, though 
they were ever ready, should signs of any fresh encounter be 
presented. Jackson himself, at length, enjoyed some relief 
from the anxieties and cares that had incessantly pressed upon 
his mind ever since the war began. With his headquarters in 
a snmll outbuilding of the '^ Corbin House," situated on a crest 
of hills running along the riglit bank of the Rappahannock, 
he remained during the whole winter and spring of 1862-S, 
watching the hills on the opposite side of the river, lest the 
enemy should make a sudden advance, and at the same time 
he enjoyed the social friendship of many who visited him. Nu* 
nierous incidents are related of his life at this period, but wo 
can only find space to mention one or two, as illustrating the 
character of such a man. 

^^ At his headquarters," says the pleasing writer we have so 
often quoted from, ^^ might be seen ornaments of tlie most 
unique and surprising description. On the walls of the apart- 
ment were pictures of race-horses, well known and dear in 
former days to the planters of the neighboring region. Then 
there was a portrait of some celebrated game-cock, ready 
trimmed and gaffed for conflict to the death. A companion- 
piece of these was the picture of a terrier engaged in furious 
onslaught upon an army of rats, which he was seizing, tear- 
ing, and shaking to death as fast as they came. These decora* 
tions of headquarters excited the merriment of the general*8 
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associates ; and one of them snggested to him that a drawing 
of the apartment shoald be made, with the race-horseSi game- 
cocks, and terrier in bold relief, the picture to be labelled, 
*Yiew of the winter-qnarters of General StonewallJackson, 
presenting an insight into the tastes and character of the indi- 
Tidnal.' Hearty laughter, on the part of General Jackson, 
greeted this jest from thedistingnished brother soldier who had 
stood beside him npon so many bloody fields — whom he loved 
and opened his whole heart to-^and to whom, when stnick 
down by the fatal ball at Chancellorsvillei his mind first turned 
aa his successor. 

^^ The children of the house and in the neighborhood will 
long remember the kind voice and smile of the great soldier — 
his caresses and afifectionate ways. A new military cap had 
been sent him just before the battle of Fredericksburg, which 
was resplendent with gold braid and all manner of decora* 
tions. Jackson did not admire this fine substitute for that old, 
sun-scorched head-covering which had so long served him ; 
and when, one day, a little girl was standing at his knee, look- 
ing up from her clustering curls at the kindly general, whose 
hand was caressing her hair, he found a better use for the fine 
gold braid around the cap. He called for a pair of scissors, 
ripped it off, and joining the ends, placed it like a coronet 
upon her head, with smiles, and evident admiration at the 
pretty picture thus presented. 

^^ These are trifles, let us agree, good reader," adds the au- 
thor who narrates them, ''but, is it not a pleasant spectacle to 
see the great soldier amid these kindly simple scenes, — to 
watch the stern and indomitable leader, whose soul has never 
shrunk in the hour of deadliest peril, passing happy moments 
in the society of laughing children I** 

It was during the time of his resting in winter-quarters that 
the following interesting letter was written : 

Gunonnr's Depot, Cabounb Oommr^VA.,) 
Dec 10, 1862. ] 

My Dear Colonel — Yesterday I heard that Governor 
Letcher and yourself were coming to visit the army, but the 
arrival of the cars without you doomed me to disappoint- 
ment. I hope you will come before long. Please give my 
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kindest regards to the governor, and remind him of his long- 
standing promise to visit me. Colonel Linedi says he heard 
distant artillery, and others agree with him. The direction is 
towards Port Royal. 

I have heard with great interest the reports of the Congress- 
ional Committee, recommending the repeal of the law requir- 
ing the mails to be carried on the Sabbath, and I hope that 
you will feel it a duty, as well as a pleasure, to urge its repeaL 
I do not see how a nation that arrays itself by such a law 
against God's holy day can expect to escape his wrath. The 
punishment of national sins must be confined to this world, as 
there is no nationality beyond the grave. For fifteen years I 
have refused to mail letters on Sunday, or to take them out of 
the oflBce on that day, except since I came into the field ; and 
so far from having to regret my course, it has been a source of 
true enjoyment. I have never sustained loss in observing 
what God enjoins, and I am well satisfied that the law should 
be re))ealed at the earliest practicable moment. My rule is to 
let the Sabbath mails remain unopened, unless they contain a 
dispatch ; but dispatches are generally sent by couriers, or tel- 
egraph, or by some special messenger. I do not recollect a 
single instance of any special dispatch having reached me, 
since the commencement of the war, by the mails. If you de- 
sire to repeal the law, I trust that yon will bring all your in- 
fluence to bear in its accomplishment. Now is the time, it 
appears to me, to eflfect so desirable an object. I understand 
that not only our president, but also most of our colonels, and 
a majority of our congressmen, are professing Christians. God 
has greatly blessed us, and I trust He will make us that people 
to whom God is the Lord. Let us look to God for an illustra- 
tion in our history that righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin 
is a reproach to any people. 

Please send me a copy of the staff bill, as I may have some- 
thing to say respecting it in my letter to Colonel Miles. 

Very truly, your friend, 

T. J. JACKSON. 
Colonel A. R. Botelbr, Richmond, Ya 

In March, 1863, General Jackson moved his headquarters to 
a point near Hamilton's crossing, not far from Gteneral Lee ; 
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kadj soon afterwards, his peaceful quietude was broken by the 
notes of war. On the 17th of the month the first movements 
of the Federals took place, by Hooker sending General Averill 
on an extensive raid in the directioh of Gordonsville. But, it 
was not until the end of the month of April, when the Union 
forces had crossed the Rappahannock with a view of flanking 
Lee, that Jackson's active services were again in request. As 
we have seen in the account of the battle of Chancellorsville 
(page 90), Jackson was ordered, on Thursday evening, tlie 29th, 
to leave one division of his corps in front of the enemy at 
Fredericksburg, and proceed towards the field of action. His 
after movements we have already recorded, — ^how, after a con- 
sultation with General Lee, he atteihpted a flank movement 
on the enemy's right, stationed at the Wilderness, and how 
successfully it was executed. We have also hurriedly men- 
tioned that it was on the evening of that first day's engage- 
ment he met his death-wound. But it is now our province to 
go into a few details explaining this mournful occurrence. 

It was during the latter part of the day, May 2d, when the 
Federals were hurriedly retreating before Jackson's impetuous 
charge, that he directed certain movements to be made in the 
front, and then, being anxious to personally see them executed, 
he rode forward with his staff to the advanced line of skir- 
mishers. Tlie field of battle was, as we have before stated, 
amidst much of the tliick scrub and wood of the " Wilderness,'' 
and it was with the utmost difficulty Jackscai's party could 
proceed. They arrived, however, at the front, and, as night 
had now approached, Jackson, desirous of seeing more of the 
enemy's movements, rode on some distance ahead of his skir- 
mishers, exposing himself to a dangerous fire from the enemy's 
sharpshooters posted in the timber. " So great was the danger, 
that onfc of his stafl^said, * General, don't you think this is the 
wrong place for you?' He replied quickly: ^The danger is 
all over ; the enemy is routed. Go back and tell A. P. Hill to 
press right on !' " Soon after this order, General Jackson 
turned, and, accompanied by his staff and escort, rode back at 
a trot, on his well-known " Old Sorrel," towards his own men. 
Unhappily, in the darkness — it was now nine or ten o'clock at 
night — the little body of horsemen was mistaken for Federal 
cavalry charging, and the regiments on the right and left of 

13 
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the road fired a sudden volley into them with the most la- 
mentable results. Jackson was struck by three balls, one 
through the left arm, two inches below the shoulder-joint, 
shattering the bone and severing the chief artery ; another 
ball passed through the same arm between the elbow and 
wrist, making its exit through the palm of the hand ; a third 
ball entered the palm of the right hand about its middle, pass- 
ing through, and breaking two bones. He was wounded on 
the plank-road, about fifty yards in advance. Captain Boswell, 
of Jackson's staff, was killed, and borne back into the Confed- 
erate lines by his own horse. Colonel Crutchfield, chief of 
artillery, was wounded by his side; and two couriers were 
killed, ilajor Pendleton, Lieutenants Morrison and Smith, 
escaped uninjured. As Jackson fell from his horse, he was 
caught b\' Captain Wormley, to whom he remarked, "All my 
wounds are by my own men." He had previously given 
orders to fire at any thing coming up the road, and probably 
had forgotten, in his more important thoughts, to notify his 
own movements. 

Jackson was at once placed upon a litter, and started for the 
rear ; but, now, the firing had attracted the enemy's attention, 
who responded and made a slight advance. The consequence 
was that one of the litter bearers was shot down, and the 
General fell from the shoulders of the men, receiving a severe 
contusion, adding to the injury of the arm, and hurting his 
side severely. At the same time, the Federals charging, they 
actually passed over his body, with a heavy fire going on from 
both sides, and, for about five minutes, he was left thus, until 
the enemy had been driven back. An ambulance was then ob- 
tained, and he was immediately carried to the field hospital at 
Wilderness Run. There he was promptly attended by the 
army surgeons, but he had already lost so large an amount of 
blood, that for two hours he was nearly pulseless, and thought 
he was dying. A consultation immediately took place, and 
amputation was decided upon. The operation was performed 
under the influence of chloroform, and was borne well. But 
he expressed an earnest desire that his troops should not know 
he was wounded, and, while he was being carried from the 
field, hearing the soldiers ask, "Who have you there?" he 
told the doctor not to tell them. In moments of relief he ex- 
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preesed anxiety concerning the battle, and movements of his 
corps, with a desire that General O. H. Stuart (Hill and Bodes 
being wounded) should command. After amputation, Jack- 
son slept well through the night, and when he awoke requested 
that his wife should at once be sent for. He spoke of the 
attack which had been made on the previous evening, and felt 
confident of victory. A note now came from General Lee, 
express! ug deep regret at the misfortune. The contents were : 
'^ I have just received your note informing me that you were 
wounded. I cannot express my regret at the occurrence. 
Gould I have directed events, I should have chosen, for the 
good of the country, to have been disabled in your stead. I 
congratulate you on the victory which is due to your skill and 
energy." 

Sunday evening he slept well; and on Monday he was 
carried to Chancellor^s house, near Guinney's depot He was 
cheerful, and talked about the battle, asking after all his offi- 
cers, and especially about the ^^ Stonewall Brigade." On 
Monday night he rested well, and next morning ate with a 
relish. On Tuesday and Wednesday, his wounds were doing 
very well. On Thursday, he suffered some pain ; but now, to 
his great joy, Mrs. Jackson had arrived, and she assiduously 
nursed him to the end. But, from the following day, he grad- 
ually sunk. On Sunday morning, a week from the night 
of his being wounded, it was evident he had only a few 
hours more to live. Mrs. Jackson told him so, and in that 
tender and sacred converse between man and wife, which, at 
such times of extreme sadness, becomes more hallowed than 
ever, he said: "Very good! Very good ! It is all right!" 
He then sent messages to all his friends, the generals and 
others, and murmured in a low voice his wish to be buried at 
" Lexington, in the valley of Virginia." His mind then began 
to wander, and he issued various orders to his oflScers, — among 
the last, being, " A. P. Hill, prepare for action !" After this, 
he speedily sank, and at a quarter past 3 p. m., Sunday, May 
10th, he breathed his last, surrounded by weeping friends. 

Immediately upon his death being made known. General 
Lee issued the following official announcement to his army : 
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GENERAL ORDERS— No. 01. 

nBADQUARTKItS, NORTHERX VlBOINIA, May 11, 1868. 

With deep grief, the commanding general announces to tlie 
army the death of Lieutenant-general T. J. Jackson, who ex- 
])ire(i on the 10th instant, at quarter j^ast 3 p. m. The daring, 
skill, and energy of this great and good soldier, by an all-wise 
Providence, are now lost to us. But while we mourn his 
deatli, we feel that his spirit still lives, and will inspire the 
whole army with his indomitable courage, and unshaken con- 
fidence in God as our hope and strength. I^t his name be a 
watchword to his corps, who have followed him to victory on 
so many fields. Let the ofiicers and soldiers imitate his invin- 
cible determination to do every thing in the defence of our 
beloved country. 

R. E. LEE, QeneraL 

The body of General Jackson, embalmed, was conveyed to 
Richmond, where a great and solenm pageant marked the 
universal sense of loss. Laid in state, in the governor's recep- 
tion-room, the dead hero was visited by thousands, tender 
women covering the i)all with bouquets of flowers and wreaths; 
and when borne to the hall of the House of Representatives, 
the ceremony was grand in the extreme. Besides special regi- 
ments appointed to attend, there were members of his old 
brigade, the President of the Confederate States, members of 
the Cabinet, Generals Longstrect, P^lzey, Garnett, and others, 
with Commodore Forrest, representing the navy, and the 
judges, citizens, and an immense concourse of persons, follow- 
ing in the train, — the general's old horse, caparisoned for bat- 
tle, being led by a groom. Truly it was a grand, though 
mournful spectacle, and well miglit the Southern press, under 
such feelings, exclaim : " It would have been better for us to 
have lost a thousand ordinary men, than one 'Stonewall' 
Jackson !" 

The honors bestowed upon Jackson's remains were of no 
common kind. During the great procession, his cold corse 
was carried by some of the bravest and most eminent military 
and naval commanders of his own South. Ewell, Winder, 
Corse, Kemper, Elzey, Forrest, Garnett, and Stuart — the chiv- 
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alrous, bold, and dashing Staart — were the pall-bearers ; and 
when the body was sent to its last resting-place at Lexington, 
Governor Letcher himself attended it thither. Previous to its 
arrival, and shortly after his death, the superintendent of the 
Virginia Military Institute, — the same General F. IL Smith 
who« eleven years before, had submitted his name to the Board 
of Visitors for the vacant professor's chair, — officially an- 
nounced the painful circumstance to the cadets, in a general 
order, embodying a brief resume of his valuable services, and 
passing a high eulogy on his character. "The military career 
of General Jackson,^' said the superintendent, " fills the most 
brilliant and momentous page in the history of our country, 
and in the achievements of our arms, and he stands forth a 
colossal figure in this war for our independence. His country 
now returns him to us— not as he was when he left us. His 
spirit has gone to God, who gave it. His mutilated body 
comes back to us — to his home — to be laid by us in his tomb. 
Reverently and affectionately we will discharge this last 
solemn duty. And, 

** Though his earthly snn has set, 
Its light shaU linger round us yet, 
Bright— radiant— blest !" 

TVhen his remains arrived from Richmond, equally high 
was the honor shown to them at Lexington. The cadets' 
battery, which he had so long commanded, fired half- hour 
guns, from sunrise to sunset ; the flag of the State and the 
Confederacy was hung at half-mast; his lecture-room was 
draped in mourning, to remain so for six months; and the 
ofticers and cadets of the Institute wore the usual badge of 
monrning for thirty days. 

The journals report that some loving hand planted on his 
grave a piece of laurel brought from the tomb of Napoleon at 
St. Helena; and it has been said by an intelligent Union 
chaplain, that " if any man whom this war has developed re- 
sembled Napoleon, it was Stonewall Jackson." In this remark 
there is some reason, says a writer in the Tribune. "Like 
Napoleon, Jackson had daring, originality ; and like him, he 
taught his enemy that if they would beat him, they must imi- 
tate him." But, by many competent judges, quite a different 
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estimate is held. The character of Jackson 'being considered 
more assimilated with that of the stem Puritans or Covenant- 
ers ; not — even in a military point of view — with such a unique 
and master mftid as Napoleon's. However, the Southern gen- 
eral has and will have many great admirers, who almost deify 
him, through the deserved respect and admiration his country- 
men have evinced towards such a brave and Christian man, as 
well as patriotic soldier. 
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the bay, wliicli, to the amazement of all, appeared as quiet as 
though death already tenanted it. For more than an hour no 
answering note rej^lied to the iron messengers of sLaughter 
hurled at it ; hut as daylight fully revealed the scene, the excited 
gazers on the battery promenade beheld, floating to the morn- 
ing brueze frum that one sj>ot, which showed itself to be a 
fortress of great strength and importance, a large banner, ele- 
vated proudly aloft, and displaying on its folds the stars and 
stripes of the United States! Silence reigned around it, ex- 
cept in tiie battering itMiow received on either side from the 
assault. Another hour pa-sed, and yet no answer came to the 
attack without; so that those wlio watched, began to augur 
results favorable to their own wislies, and to say that the ten- 
ants of that fort were fj:o\nir to vicld. But thev were mistaken. 
They knew not the character of those brave men — absolutely 
alone amidst surrounding foes, yet heroically bent on doing 
their duty, as true soldiers and loyal men, to the flag they 
served, and whose folds waved over them. They fancied that 
these men were about to succumb, without one note of fierce 
reply in honor of their name and country's reputation. But, 
not so. At half-past six, and while the spectators on the 
Charleston battery still looked on with varied emotions, sud- 
denly, from casemate and i)arapet of that solitary fort, there 
darted Ibrth sharp sheets of flame, and a storm of Iron hail 
went hissing forward, in the direction of the assailing foe! 
The scene of carnage had, at last, begun, and the angry pieces 
of war on both sides were now dealing what destruction they 
could upon the opposite party. The atmos])here soon became 
charged with the smell of burnt powder, and the sky clouded, 
not only by the natural gloomy aspect of the day, but also 
by the smoke of the numerous guns now at work in deadly 
conflict. 

Standing near one of these guns is General Beauregard, ap- 
parently in the prime of vigorous manhood, and having an emi- 
nently martial bearing. Spirit and determination may be seen 
in his glance, and a clearness of perception beyond that of ordi- 
nary men. Directing the heavy liring now going on against 
that solitary fort, and surrounded by members of his staff, he 
sends forth various orders in terse, abrupt tones, in the lan- 
guage of a man well used to, and fitted for command. Called 
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to the high and important post of General-in-chief of the Pro- 
visional Army of the State, and feeling the great responsibility 
attached to his position at that serious moment, when the flrn 
gan of open opposition to Federal power was fired, he eoqJd 
not be otherwise than keenly alive to the necessity for exer- 
cising every faculty of his experienced mind in the part 
he was now enacting. A few hours more — a day of gal« 
lant defence on the side of those heroic men in that 
solitary fort — and Beaur^ard was the victor over Sumter 
fallen! 

We have no space here to give all the details of the attack 
on Fort Sumter, its sturdy defence by the brave Anderson 
and his comrades, and its ultimate surrender, when it was im- 
possible to hold it longer under such an overwhelming fire. 
Our task now, must be merely to sketch the career of him who 
was destined to be the first military chief in active arms 
against the Government of the United States. 

Beauregard was bom on his father's plantation, in the Parish 
of St. Martin, Louisiana, in the year 1816. His great grand- 
father sprang from a noble family in France, which emigrated 
to this country during the reign of Louis XV., and settled in 
Louisiana. The name of the family was Toutaut de Beaure- 
gard, until James, the father of Pierre Gustavc, threw oft' the 
titular portion of it, for the reason, as some say, that it was 
rej)Ugnant to the old gentleman's republican tastes, or, as oth- 
ers state, that the name was often confounded with that of an- 
other family of Beauregards in his immediate neighborhood. 
From that time the family name has been simply Toutant^ — no 
one but the subject of the present sketch having since used the 
original surname of Beauregard. There is, however, still an- 
other explanation of this change of name. It is said, by a 
writer in a New York paper, that '^ the family had an estate 
called Beauregard, and the elder Toutant — which was the right- 
ful name — had been in the habit of signing himself Toutant 
of Beauregard. Tlius, when he made an application to the 
member of Congress from the district in which he resided in 
Ix)iiisiana, for a ca<let6hip at West Point for his young son, he 
signed himself in this way — ^Toutant de Beauregard — and the 
assumed title was taken for the surname. The appointment 
for the lad was therefore made out for Pierre G. T. Beauregard, 
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and tlie name was retained from a little vanity, perhaps, in its 
6onc)rous quality. Beauregard, however, is still known among 
his relations in Louisiana as Pierre Toutant." 

James Toutant, the father, intermarried with Helene Reggio, 
whose earliest American ancestor came to this country about 
the time of the Beauregards. The family of Reggio is also 
of noble origin, being an Italian branch of the House of 
JEste. The fruit of this marriage was three sons, of whom 
Peter Gnstave is the second, and three daughters, married 
respectively to Mortimer Belly, Esq., of New Orleans, R. S. 
Pro(!tor, Esq., of St. Bernard, and M. Legendre, of New York. 

Pierre Gustavo Beauregard entered West Point as a cadet, in 
1834, and graduated June 30th, 1838, taking the second honors 
in a class of forty -five graduates. He was then appointed 
second-lieutenant in the First Regiment of artillery, which 
commission he only held for one week, being transferred to the 
corps of Engineers on July 7th. On June 16th, 1839, he was 
promoted to a first-lieutenancy, and in that capacity served 
with great distinction during the Mexican War. Of the sev- 
eral incidents wherein he made himself conspicuous, we have 
but to refer to General Scott's oflBcial reports, and his Autobi- 
ography, for ample testimony to the merits of the brave young 
officer. But the following illustrations of his career at that 
period deserve to be especially mentioned. The first occurred 
before Vera Cruz, as follows : 

Lieutenant Beauregard was sent out by his colonel with a 
party of sappers to dig and prepare a trench, according to a 
profile and plan made by the colonel. No sooner had Beaure- 
gard examined the ground, than he discovered great objections 
to the plan. To assure hunself, he climbed into a tree, and 
with the aid of the marine glass, the engineer's vade mecunhy he 
made a reconnoissance, and saw plainly that the trench, as 
planned, would be enfiladed by the enemy's cannon. Here 
was a difficult position for a subaltern ministerial officer. He 
decided promptly, and returned to headquarters without stick- 
ing a spade. The colonel met him, and expressed surprise that 
he had so soon performed his task. Beauregard replied that he 
had not touched it. Tlie colonel, with the astonishment mili- 
tary men feel in hearing their orders have not been obeyed, in- 
quired the reason. He was soon informed of it. He was in- 
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credulous ; " the ground had been examined ;" " the reconnois- 
Bance was perfect," etc. The young lieutenant was satisfied, 
however, that the reconnoissance of his old chief had not been 
made like his, " from up in a tree." The colonel, like a sensi- 
ble man, concluded to make another examination : the plan 
was changed in accordance with the young lieutenant's views. 
The work done from these trenches is matter of history, but its 
pages nowhere inform us to whom the credit is due. 

A second incident occurred before the city of Mexico. A 
night or two before the attack, a council of war was held. 
There were assembled all the great folks, from Lieutenant-gen- 
eral Scott, Worth, Twiggs, etc., down to our friend Beauregard, 
the youngest officer in the room. The debate went on for hours. 
Scott was solitary in his opinion. Every other officer present, 
except one, had spoken, and all concurred in their views. The 
silent one was Beauregard. At last General Pierce crossed 
over and said, " You have not expressed an opinion." " I have 
not been called on," said Beauregard. " You shall be, how- 
ever," said Pierce ; and soon resuming his seat, annoimced 
that Lieutenant Beauregard had not given his opinion. Being 
then called out, he remarked, that if the plan which had re- 
ceived the consent of all but the commanding general was car- 
ried into effect, it would prove disastrous. It would be another 
Churubusco affair. He then detailed the objections to it at 
length ; and taking up the other, urged the reasons in its favor, 
with equal earnestness. The council reversed their decision. 
The city of Mexico was entered according to the plan urged 
by the young lieutenant ; and it would seem that his Reasons 
influenced the decision. A few days afterwards General Scott, 
in the presence of a number of principal officers, alluded to 
Lieutenant Beauregard's opinion at the council, and the con- 
sequences which had followed from it. 

On August 20th, 1847, Beauregard was brevetted captain, 
for gallant and meritorious conduct in the battles of Con- 
treras and Churubusco ; and again as major, for the battle of 
Chapultepec, to date from September 13th, 1847. At the 
Belen gate, Mexico, he was wounded ; and, afterwards, upon 
his return home, he was presented with an elegant sword. 
Subsequently he was placed by the Government in charge of 
the construction of the Mint and Custom-house at New Or- 
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leans, as well as of the fortifications on and near the mouth 
of the Mississipjn. 

At the beginning of the year 1S61, Major Beauregard was 
appointed superintendent of West Point Military Academy, 
" but was relieved by President Buchanan within forty -eight 
hours, as a rebuke, it is alleged, to the secession speech of 
Senator Slidell, who is a brother-in-law of Beauregard." 
Subsequently he resigned his commission in the service 
of the United States, and was appointed by Governor Moore, 
of Louisiana, Colonel of Engineers in the Provisional Army of 
the South. Soon afterwards, he was made Brigadier general 
in the forces of his native State, which appointment was con- 
firmed by President Davis, on March 3d, with oflScial direc- 
tions to proceed to Charleston and assume command of all the 
troops in actual service in and around that place. 

On arriving there, he immediately examined the fortifica- 
tions, and put the city and defences in military array. Fort 
Sumter, at that time, was garrisoned by Major Anderson, of. 
the regular army, and a force of officers and men ; and it was 
hoped, by the State Convention of South Carolina, that it 
would be surrendered to the South without compulsion. But, 
every effort to induce such a course failed. Tlie Federal 
commander could not and would not yield, while a shadow of 
hope remained of being able to hold out. Tliat hope much 
depended upon receiving supplies from the government at 
Washington. Without those supplies the heroic little garrison 
could not exist, for all communication between Sumter and the 
city of Charleston was, on the 7th of April, cut^ off. Pre- 
viously, the wants of the garrison had been supplied through 
the city, but now the time had come when General Beauregard 
and the authorities deemed it necessary to stop all further 
intercourse, except of a purely military character as between 
belligerents. Tlius, Major Anderson had to look to Washing- 
ton for immediate relief, sending a special messenger thither, 
stating his condition, and asking for official instructions what 
to do. Neither the relief, nor the instructions, however, came 
until too late, though notice had been sent the 8th of April, by, 
an envoy from President Lincoln to Governor Pickens and 
General Beauregard, that " provisions would be forwarded to 
Fort Sumter peaceably, or otherwise by force." 
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The message of President Lincoln was immediately tele- 
graphed by Beauregard to the Confederate War Department 
at Montgomery, and the following reply came back : 

"If you have no doubt of the authorized character of the 
agent who communicated to you the intention of the Washing- 
ton govei'nment to supply Fort Sumter by force, you will at 
once demand its evacuation, and if this is refused, proceed, in 
such manner as you may determine, to reduce it" 

To this, Beauregard responded : ^' The demand will be made 
to-morrow at twelve o'clock." Whereupon, Secretary Walker 
again telegraphed : " Unless there are especial reasons con- 
nected with your own condition, it is considered proper that 
you should make the demand at an earlier hour." Beaure- 
gard replied : '* The reasons are special for twelve o'clock." 

This correspondence was on the 10th of April, and on the 
following day, Thursday, April 11th, at 2.20 p. m., General 
Beauregard sent two of his aids with a communication to 
Major Anderson, demanding the evacuation, with an offer to . 
transport himself and command to any port in the United 
States he might select, to allow him to move out of the fort 
with company arms and property, and all private property, 
and to salute his flag on lowering it. To this communication 
Major Anderson vetiised to accede, but, as the messengers 
were leaving, lie remarked, that if the fort was not battered to 
pieces, he would be starved out in a few days. 

At 5.10 p. M. Beauregard received Anderson's answer, which, 
in writing, was as follows ; 

Headquartebb, Fort Sumter, S. C, April 11th, 1861 

General — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your communication, demanding the evacuation of this fort; 
and to say in reply thereto, that it is a demand with which I 
regret that my sense of honor and my obligations to my Gov- 
ernment prevent my compliance. 

Thanking you for the fair, manly, and courteous terms pro- 
posed, and for the high compliment paid me, 
I am, General, very respectfully 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) ROBERT ANDERSON, 

Major United States Army, commanding. 
To Brigadier-general G. T. Beauregard, 

Commanding Provisional Aimj, C. S. A. 



^■•, 
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Tins was telegraphed to Montgomery, and the following 
communication received at 9.10 p. m. in reply : 

MoNTOOSCERT, April 11th, 1861. 
To General Beaurbqabd: 

Sir — We do not desire needlessly to bombard Fort Sumter. 
If Major Anderson will state "the time at which, as indicated 
by him, he will evacuate (be starved out), and agree that in 
the mean time he will not use his guns against us, unless arms 
should be employed against Fort Sumter, you are authorized 
thus to avoid the effusion of blood. If this or its equivalent 
be refused, you will reduce the fort as your judgment decides 
to be the most practicable. 

(Signed) L. P. WALKER, 

At 11 p. M. Beauregard sent his aids with another letter to 
Major Anderson, based upon the instructions he had received. 
The contents of the letter ran thus: 

Headquarters Provisional Army C. S. A., > 
Charleston, April 11, 1801—11 P. M. J 

Majok — In consequence of the verbal observations made by 
you to my aides, Messrs. Chesnut and Lee, in relation to the 
condition of your supplies, and that you would, in a few days, 
be starved out if our guns did not batter you to pieces — or 
words to that effect — and desiring no useless effusion of blood, 
I communicated both the verbal observation and your written 
answer in my communication to my Government. 

If you will state the time at which you will evacuate Fort 
Sumter, and agree that, in the mean while, you will not use 
your guns against us, unless ours shall be employed against 
Fort Sumter, we will abstain from opening fire upon you. 
Colonel Chesnut and Captain Lee are authorized by me to 
enter into such an agreement with you. You are therefore 
requested to communicate to them an open answer. 
I remain, Major, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) P. G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

Brigadier-general, commanding. 
To Major Robert Aia>ER80N, 

Commanding at Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor, S. C. 
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At forty-five minateB past midnight, Major AndoAdn had 
this letter plftced in his hands, and, after consultation with his 
officers, at half-past two in the morning, April 12th, he returned 
the following reply : 

OcnsAL — I have the honor to acknowleage the receipt of 
yoar second communication of the 11th instant, by Colonel 
Cheannt, and to state, in reply, that cordially uniting with yon 
in the desire to avoid the useless effusion of blood, I will, if 
provided with the proper and necessary means of transporta- 
tion, evacuate Fort Sumter by noon on the 16th instant, should 
I not receh^e, prior to that time, controlling instructions from 
my Government, or additional supplies ; and that I will not, in 
the mean time, open my fire upon your forces, unless compelled 
to do so by some hostile act against this fort or the fiag of my 
Government, by the forces under your command, or by some 
portion of them, or by the perpetration of some act showing a 
hoetile intention on your part against this fort or the fiag it 
bears. 

I have the honor to be, General, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) ROBERT ANDERSON, 

Major United States Army, commanding. 

This reply General Beauregard did not consider sufficiently 
to the purpose, inasmuch as information had come to hand 
(and after-events proved its truth) that an attempt would be 
made, by force, from a United States fleet then lying off the 
entrance of the harbor, to relieve the fort ; and, in tliat case, 
Major Anderson would still feel himself bound to hold posses- 
sion. Prompt measures, therefore, M:ere necessary, and Beau- 
gard immediately adopted them. He quickly sent back his 
aides, with instructions how to act, and at 3.20 a. m. of that 
eventful Friday, April 12th, the following declaration of 
hostility was delivered to Major Anderson : 

Sir — By the authority of Brigadier-general Beauregard, 
commanding the provisional forces of the Confederate States, 
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we have the honor to notify you that he will open the fire of 
his. batteries on Fort Sumter in one hour from this time. 
We have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servants, 
(Signed) JAMES CHESNUT, Jr., Aid4w»mp. 

STEPHEN D. LEE, Captain S. C. A. and Aid^e-camp. 
Major Robert Anderson, 

United States Army, commanding Fort Samter. 

"What immediately followed has already been mentioned at 
the opening of our chapter; but, as no event in the history of 
America has had so important a bearing upon its present and 
future, since the great day of her independence was acknow- 
ledged, we deem it best to give an official report of the occur- 
rences that took place, so far as relating to the subject of our 
present sketch. 

General Beauregard says: 

** At 4.30 A. M. the signal shell was fired from Fort Johnson ; 
and about live o'clock the fire from our batteries became gen- 
eral. Fort Sumter did not begin until seven o'clock, when 
it coninienced with a vigorous fire upon the Cummings' Point 
iron battery. Tlie enemy next directed his fire upon the en- 
filade battery on Sullivan's Island, constructed to sweep the 
parapet of Fort Sumter, to prevent the working of the barbette 
guns, and to dismount them. Tiiis was also the aim of the 
floating battery, the Dalilgren battery, and the gun-batteries 
at Cummings' Point. The enemy next opened fire on Fort 
!iroultrie, between which and Fort Sumter a steady and al- 
most constant fire was kept up throughout the day. These 
three points. Fort Moultrie, Cummings' Point, and the end of 
Sullivan's Island, where the floating battery, Dalilgren battery, 
and the enfilade battery were placed, were the points to which 
the enemy seemed almost to confine his attention, although he 
fired a number of slK)ts at Ca])tain Butler's mortar batter}', 
situated to the east of Fort Moultrie, and a few at Captain 
James' mortar batteries, at Fort Johnson. During the day 
(I'itli inst.) the fire of my batteries was kept up most spiritedly ; 
the guns and mortars being worked in the coolest manner, pre- 
serving the prescribed intervals of firing. Towards evening it 
became evident that our fire was very eflfective, as the enpray 
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wis driveii from his barbette gUDB, which he attempted to 
work in the morning, and his fire was confined to his casemate 
. guns, but in a less active manner than in the morning, and it 
was observed that seyeral of his guns en htmiette were disabled. 
** Daring the whole of Friday night oar mortar batteries 
ooDtinaed to throw shells, bat, in obedience to orders, at longer 
intervals. The night was rainy and dark, and as it was con- 
fidently expected that the United States fleet woald attempt to 
land troops upon the islands, or to throw men into Fort Sam- 
ter, by means of boats, the greatest vigilance was observed at 
all oar channel batteries, and by oar troops on both Morris^ 
and SoUivan's islands. Early on Satnrday morning all of our 
batteries reopened apon Fort Sumter, which responded vigor* 
oosly for a time, directing its fire specially against Fort Kool- 
trie. Abont 8 o'dock.A. m., smoke was seen issning from the 
quarters of Fort Sumter : upon this, the fire of oar batteries was 
increased, as a matter of course, for the purpose of bringing the 
enemy to terms as speedily as possible, inasmuch as his flag 
was still floating defiantly above him. Fort Sumter continued 
to fire from time to time, but at long and irregnlar intervals^ 
amid the dense smoke, flying shot, and bursting shells. Our 
brave troops, carried away by their naturally generous im- 
pulses, mounted the diflerent batteries, and at every discharge 
from the fort, cheered the garrison for its pluck and gallantry, 
and hooted the fleet lying inactive just outside the bar. About 
1.30 p. M., it being reported to me that the flag was down (it 
afterwards appeared that the flag-staff had been shot away), 
and the conflagration from the large volume of smoke being 
apparently on the increase, I sent three of my aides with a 
message to Major Anderson, to the effect that seeing his flag no 
longer flying, his quarters in flames, and supposing him to be 
in distress, I desired to offer him any assistance he might stand 
in need of. Before my aides reached the fort, the United States 
flag was displayed on the parapets, but remained there only a 
short time, when it was hauled down, and a white flag substi- 
tuted in its place. When the United States flag first disappeared, 
the firing from our batteries almost entirely ceased, but re- 
opened with increased vigor when it reappeared on the para- 
pet, and was continued until the ^hite flag was raised, when it 
ceased entirely. Upon the arrival of my aides at Fort Sumter, 

14 
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tliey delivered their message to Major Anderson, who replied 
that he thanked me for my oflfer, but desired no assistance. 
Just previous to the arrival, Colonel Wigfall, one of my aides, 
wiio had been detached for special duty on Morris' Island, 
had, by order of Brigadier-general Simons, crossed over to 
Fort Sumter from Cummings' Point in an open boat, with pri- 
vate William Gourdin Young, amidst a heavy fire of shot and 
shell, for the purpose of ascertaining from Major Anderson 
whether his intention was to surrender, his flag being down 
and his quarters in flames. On reaching the fort, the colonel 
had an interview with Major Anderson, the result of which 
was, that Major Anderson understood him as oflfering the same 
conditions on the part of General Beauregard, as had been 
tendered him on tlie 11th instant; while Colonel Wigfall's im- 
pression was, that Major Anderson unconditionally surrendered, 
trusting to the generosity of General Beauregard to oflfer such 
terms as would be honorable and acceptable to both parties; 
meanwhile, before these circumstances were reported to me, 
and, in fact, soon after the aides whom I had dispatched with 
the offer of assistance had set out on their mission, hearing that 
a white flag was flying over the fort, I sent Major Jones, the 
chief of my staffs, and some other aides, with substantially the 
same propositions I had submitted to Major Anderson on the 
11th instant, with the exception of the privilege of saluting his 



"The majur (Anderson) replied, *it would be exceedingly 
gratifying to him, as well as to his command, to be permitted 
to salute his flag, having so gallantly defended the fort, under 
such trying circumstances, and hoped that General Beaure- 
gard would not refuse it, as such a privilege was not unusual.' 
He further said, ' he would not urge the point, but would pre- 
fer to refer the matter to General Beauregard.' The point was, 
therefore, left open until the matter was submitted to me. 
Previous to the return of Major Jones, I sent a fire-engine, un- 
der Mr. M. II. Nathan, chief of the fire department, and 
Surgeon-general Gibbes, of South Carolina, with several of my 
aides, to offer further assistance to the garrison of Fort Sumter, 
which was declined. I very cheerfully agreed to allow the 
salute as an honorable testimony to the gallantry and fortitude 
with which Major Anderson and his command had defended 
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their posts, and I informed Major Anderson of my decision 
about lialf-past seven o'clock, through Major Jones, my chief 
of staflT. The arrangements being completed, Major Anderson 
embarked with his command on the transport prepared to 
convey him to the United States fleet, still lying outside the 
bar, and our troops immediately garrisoned the fort, and before 
sunset the flag of the Confederate States floated over the ram- 
parts of Sumter." 

During the bombardment several incidents occurred that 
showed how the gallantry displayed by Major Anderson and his 
heroic band was fully understood and appreciated, even by 
those fighting against him. But we have not space, here, 
to record them. One circumstance, however, relating to the 
interchange of such courtesies as could be extended, may be 
mentioned. When the news arrived in Paris, a French gentle- 
man said to an American there : " Quelle id6e chevalresque ! 
On voit que vous avez protitfi, vous autres Am6ricains, de 
Texemple Franjais. Ce Q6n6ral Beauregard porte un nom 
Franjais !"* 

Immediately after the surrender of Fort Sumter, General 
Beauregard issued a complimentary order to his troops for 
their bearing, and the success which had attended their arms ; 
and, at a later period, he himself and his officers received the 
thanks of the Southern Congress, '' for the skill, fortitude, and 
courage" displayed ; and the commendation of Congress was 
also expressed in view " of the generosity manifested by their 
conduct towards a brave and conquered foe." 

About this time General Beauregard was visited by a gen- 
tleman somewhat well known, both in the North and South, 
from his letters to the London Times. We allude to Mr. W. 
H. Kussell, who says, under date of April 16th : 

''I was taken after dinner and introduced to General Beau- 
regard, who was engaged, late as it was, in his room at head- 
quarters, writing dispatches. . . . He received me in the most 
cordial manner, and introduced me to his engineer officer, 
Major Whiting, whom he assigned to lead me over the works 
next day. After some general conversation, I took my leave ; 



♦ " WhAt a chivalric idea I It is easy to see that you Americans have pro- 
filed by French example. This General Beauregard bears a French name V 
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but, before I went, the general said, * You shall go everywhere 
and see every thing ; we rely upon your discretion, and knowl- 
edge of what is fair, in dealing with what you see. Of course 
you don't expect to find regular soldiers in our camps, or very 
scientific works.' I answered the general, that he might rely 
on my making no improper use of what I saw in this country, 
but, ' unless you tell me to the contrary, I shall write an ac- 
count of all I see, to the other side of the water ; and if, when 
it comes back, there are things you would rather not have 
known, you must not blame me,' He smiled, and said, ' I dare 
say we'll have great changes by that time.' 

" The next day I went over and saw General Beauregard, 
again, at his quarters. He was busy with papers, orderlies, 
and dispatches, and the outer room was crowded with officers. 
His present task, he told me, was to put Sumter in a state of 
defence, and to disarm the works bearing on it, so as to get 
their fire directed on the harbor approaches, as ' the North, in 
its madness,' might attempt a naval attack on Charleston.* 
His manner of transacting business was clear and rapid. Two 
vases filled with flowers on his table, flanking his maps and 
plans ; and, by way of paper weight, a little bouquet of roses, 
geraniums, and scented flowers lay on a letter which he was 
writing as I came in. He offered me every assistance and 
facility, relying, of course, on my strict observance of a neu- 
tral's duty." . . . . " April 24th, I saw General Beauregard 
in the evening ; he was very lively and in good spirits, though 
he admitted he was rather surprised by the spirit displayed in 
the North. ' A good deal of it is got up, however,' he said, 
*and belongs to that washy sort of enthusiasm which is pro- 
moted by their lecturing and spouting.' 

"Beauregard is proud of his personal strength, which, 
for his slight frame, is said to be very extraordinary, and he 
seemed to insist on it that the Southern men had more phy- 
sical strength, owing to their mode of life, and their education, 
than their Northern 'brethren.' .... "He is apprehensive 
of an attack by the Northern ' fanatics' before the South is 
prepared, and he considers they will carry out coercive meas-^ 
ores most rigorously." 

* ThiB, after events verified. 
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On the 4th of May, Oenerd Beauregard was again met by 
Mr. Bussell, on his way to Montgomery. The latter gentle- 
man Bays: ^^ At one of the junctions, General Beanr^;ard, at- 
tended by Mr. Manning, and others of his staff, got into the 
car, and tried to elade observation, but the condactors take 
great pleasure in unearthing distinguished passengers for liie 
public, and the general was called on for a speech by the 
crowd of idlers. The general hates speech-making, he told 
me ; and, besides, he had been bored to death at every station 
by similar demands. But, a man must be popular, or he is 
nothing.'^ 

From Montgomery — where he had personally reported to 
President Davis — ^it is varionsly stated that he went to Rich- 
mond and consulted with General Lee, and was afterwards at 
Norfolk with a large force. But the reports of his movements 
at this time were, not only confused, but contradictory, and, 
under present circumstances, it is diflScuIt to give any exact 
statement, until we find him, on May 12th, again at Charleston^ 
departing in the steamer General Clvneh on a tour of inspection. 

On the 22d of May he was still at Charleston, as the fol- 
lowing letter shows : 

HSADQUAKTERS PSOTIBIONAL ABKT G. S., ) 

CHABLBflrraN, 8. a. May 22, 1861. ) 
DsAB Majoe — I send you, through Mr. T. K. Wharton, a 
piece of the flag-staff of Fort Sumter, which was struck nine 
times by the balls and shells of our batteries, and finally came 
down with the flag attached to it. The piece sent you is in- 
tended as the staff of your battalion colors, and I have no 
doubt that when thus honored, and under the protection of 
our gallant comrades, it will meet with better success. 

With the assurance of my high consideration, I remain, dear 

major, yours very truly, 

P. a T. BBAXTBBaABD, 

Brigadier-General Oomxnandiiig. 
HiOor Ntjica Augusiih, Crnnmanding Orleana Battalion, New Orleans. 

A few days after, General Beauregard was appointed 
to a fresh command, supposed, at flrst, to have been Corinth, 
Mississippi ; and several statements in the papers asserted he 
was there, or on his way ; but if so, he must have speedily 
returned to Richmond, as he was at that place in the early 
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part of June. However, it was on the 27th of May he bade 
farewell to Charleston, in the following letter, addressed to 
General Mai'tin. 

CnABiiBSTON, May 27, 1861. 

My Dear General — I sincerely regret leaving Charleston, 
where the inhabitants have given me such a welcome that I 
now consider it as my second home. 

I had hoped that when relieved from here it would have 
been to go to Virginia, in command of the gallant Carolinians, 
whose courage, patience, and zeal I had learned to appreciate 
and admire. But it seems my services are required elsewhere, 
and thither I shall go, not with joy, but with the firm deter- 
mination to do more than my duty, if I can, and to leave as 
strong a mark as possible on the enemies of our beloved coun- 
try, should they pollute its soil with their dastardly feet. 

But rest assured, my dear sir, that whatever happens at 
first, we are certain to triumph at last, even if we had for arms 
only pitchforks and flint-lock muskets, for every bush and 
haystack will become an ambush and every barn a fortress. 
The history of nations proves that a gallant and free people, 
fighting for their independence and firesides, are invincible 
against even disciplined mercenaries, at a few dollars per 
month. What, then, must be the result when its enemies are 
little more than an armed rabble, gathered together hastily on 
a false pretence, and for an unholy purpose, with an octogen- 
arian at its head ? Kone but the demented can doubt the issue. 
I remain, dear general, yours sincerely, 

P. G. T. BEAUREGARD. 

At the beginning of June, General Beauregard was in con- 
sultation with President Davis and General Lee, at Richmond, 
while, by means of couriers, they held frequent communica- 
tion with General Johnston, then in command near Harper's 
Ferry. The result was, that a military campaign was decided 
upon, embracing defensive operations in North Virginia and 
the Shenandoah valley, and concentrating an army, under 
Beauregard, at the Manassas Gap railroad junction, and imme- 
diate locality. 

Beauregard immediately assumed command, and on the 5th 
of June issued a proclamation, earnestly inviting and enjoining 
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the people of the counties around " to rally to the standard of 
their State and country." At the same time no strangers 
were allowed to go North without a passport. 

The following account of Beauregard and his army, at this 
period, from a gentleman writing to a Southern paper, naay 
be found interesting. 

Dating his letter from Manassas Junction, July 7th, he says : 
'^This place still continues the headquarters of the army of 
the Potomac. By nature, the position is one of the strongest 
that could have been found in the whole State. About half 
way between the eastern spur of the Blue Ridge and the Poto- 
mac, below Alexandria, it commands the whole country be- 
tween, so perfectly that there is scarcely a possibility of its 
being turned. The right wing stretches off towards the head- 
waters of the Ocoogan, through a wooded country, which is 
easily made impassable by the felling of trees. The left is a 
rolling table-land, readily commanded from the successive ele- 
vations, till you reach a country so rough and so rugged that 
it is a defence to itself The key to the whole position, in fact, 
is precisely that point which General Beauregard chose for his 
centre, and which he has fortified so strongly, that, in the 
opinion of military men, five thousand men could there hold 
twenty thousand at bay 

**A8 might be expected from the skill with which he has 
chosen his position, and the system with which he encamps and 
moves his men. General Beauregard is very popular here. I 
doubt if Napoleon himself had more the undivided confidence 
of his army. By nature, as also from a wise policy, he is very 
reticent. Not an individual here knows his plans, or a single 
move of a regiment before it is made, and then only the 
colonel and his men know where it goes to. So close does the 
general keep his affairs to himself, his left hand hardly knoweth 
what his right hand doeth ; and so jealous is he of this preroga- 
tive of a commanding officer, that I verily believe if he sus- 
pected his coat of any acquaintance with the plans revolving 
within him, he would cast it from him. 

"•Tiie general's headquarters is a little farm-house, about 
fifteen feet by twenty, fronting one of the roads leading to 
Alexandria. The ground-floor is divided into two rooms. The 
front one is filled with desks, at which clerks sit writing, or 
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engaged in business of a varied character. The back one ap- 
pears to bo used as a storeroom or kitchen. Above, the same 
division continues, and the front room is the general's apart- 
ment. It is about fifteen feet long by ten wide, and hung with 
maps of the State and country around. In the centre is a plain 
pine table, on which lie, neatly folded up, what the visitor 
would naturally take to be plans, specifications, surveys, geo- 
metrical drawings, etc., and by their side military reports. 
Every thing has the air of neatness, coolness, and mathemati- 
cal calculation. Of course there is nothing in the room but 
what pertains to the oflSce, and to most eyes it would appear 
somewhat bare ; but what there is, is arranged with so much 
taste, that the general impression is by no means unpleasiug. • 

" The general is in his room the greater part of the day, ap- 
parently occupied with his plans and reports. Then, hour after 
hour he sits alone by his neat little pine table, maps, plans, and 
specifications before him, and large windows open behind and 
around him — at first sight the cold, calculating, unsympathiz- 
ing mathematician. Every now and tlien an aide enters with a 
report or a message, which is delivered in military style, 
deliberately examined in silence, l4ie corresponding order 
promptly written out or delivered in as few words as possible, 
and our mathematical iceberg is alone again. When a visitor 
drops in, however, at a leisure moment, the formality of the 
oflScer readily gives way to that easy interchange of civilities 
which characterizes our people at liome, but nothing more. 
Even at the table, where the general is daily surrounded by 
the most distinguished gentlemen of the country, there appears 
to be a distance which I suppose is natural to his position, but 
which is rarely found elsewhere. 

"The leading characteristic of General Beauregard's mind is 
clearness and perception. Superadded to this is a strictly 
mathematical education. This you see in every word and 
look, even in the expression of his face. Sines, cosines, and 
tangents stick out everywhere. In person he is slender and 
compactly built, and extremely neat. Add to this a precision 
of manner, slightly modified by the ease which characterizes 
the well-bred man of the world, and you have a correct idea of 
the man whose word is law and gospel throughout one of the 
largest, most intelligent, and best-appointed armies ever as- 
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fiembled on the Amerioan continent In his personal staff the 
general has been pecniiarlj fortunate. They are principallj 
from South Carolina, the same he had with him at tiie siege of 
Fort Snmter; all of them accomplished, discreet gentlemen, of 
the most pleasing manners. Among them I have been happj 
to meet Colonel Preston,* so kmg a resident and so well known 
in Louisiana, whose genial society must be a happy relief to 
the severe labors of the day. 

^The general's mess is very mnch in keeping with his char- 
acter, and simple enough for Napoleon himself. It is served 
on a long pine table, set in an open piazia of the farm-house, 
and all his friends are hospitably welcomed to it thr^ times a . 
day. The general sits nearly in the middle, his aides immedi- 
ately on one side, and his latest guests on the other; the rest 
of Uie company as they may choose or chance to seat them- 
selves. The viands are such as the countiy around affords; 
only the rice was ^ imported,' and with it, I suspect, a South 
Carolina cook, for every kernel was as independent as the State 
from which it came." 

The author of « Battle-fields of the South," who was, him- 
self, not only a close observer and fluent writer, but one of 
thx)se brave soldiers who promptly volunteered at the Southern 
call for troops, and was in the Confederate army under Beau- 
regard at the time, gives us some interesting sketches of the 
general ; but we have not space to transcribe them. 

On the 18th of July took place that engagement between a 
portion of the Northern army, under General McDowell, and 
the Southern forces, under Beauregard and Johnston, which, 
by the former, has been called the fight at Blackburn's ford, 
and, by the latter, the battle of Bull Run — terming the great 
battle of Bull Run, that of Manassas. 

The particulars of this engagement, and the great battle of 
Bull Run, fought on July 2l8t, are too well known to need re- 
peating here, and, moreover, have been briefly described in 
our sketch of Gteiieral Jackson's life. The following, however, 
not generally known, nor to be found in official documents, 
deserves to be introduced here. 

At a select dinner party, some time after this. General 

• See page oOQ- 
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Beauregard, in a speech Iiaving reference to the new Confed- 
erate flag, made the following remarks concerning this portion 
of the battle of Manassas. He said : 

" On the 21st of J^ily, at about half-past three o'clock, per- 
hai)s four, it seemed to me that the victory was already within 
our grasp. In fact, up to that moment, I had never wavered 
in the conviction that triumph must crown our arms. Nor 
was my contidence shaken until, at the time I have mentioned, 
I observed on the extreme left, at the distance of something 
more than a mile, a column of men approaching. At their 
head was a flag which I could not distinguish. Even with the 
aid of a stroutj glass, I was unable to determine whether it was 
the United States flag, or the Confederate flag. 

"At the same moment, I received a dispatch from Captain 
Alexander, in charge of the signal station, warning me to look 
out for the left ; that a large column was approaching from 
that direction, and that it was supposed to be General Patter- 
son's command, coming to reinforce McDowell. At this mo- 
ment, I must confesji, my heart failed me. I came, reluctantly, 
to the conclusion, that, after all our efforts, we should at last 
be compelled to yield to the enemy the hard-fought and bloody 
field. I again took the glass to examine the flag of the ap- 
proaching column ; but my anxious inquiry was unproductive 
of result — I could not tell to which army the waving banner 
belonged. At this time, all the members of my staff were 
absent, having been dispatched with orders to various points. 
The only person with me was the gallant oflScer who has re- 
cently distinguished himself by the brilliant feat of arms — 
General, then Colonel, Evans. To him I communicated my 
doubts and my fears. I told him I feared the approaching 
force was in reality Patterson's division ; that if such was the 
case, I should be compelled to fall back upon our reserves, and 
postpone till the next day a continuation of the engagement. 

'' After further reflection, I directed Colonel Evans to pro- 
ceed to General Johnston, who had assumed the task of col- 
lecting a reserve, and to inform him of the circumstances of the 
case ; and to request him to have the reserves collected with 
all dispatch, and hold them in readiness to support our retro- 
grade movement. Colonel Evans started on the mission thna 
intrusted to him. He had proceeded but a short distance, 
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wlien it ooenrred to me to make another examination of the 
BtiU approaehing flag. It had now come within full view. A 
sudden goat of wind shook out its folds, and I recognized the 
stars and bars of the Oonfederate banner. ^ It was the flag 
borne by your r^ment [here the general turned to Colonel 
Hay, who sat .beside him], the gallant Seventh Louisiana, and 
the oolnmn of which your regiment constituted the advance 
was the brigade of General, then Colonel, Early. 

^ Asr soon as you were recognized by our soldiers, your com- 
ing was greeted with enthnsiastio cheers, regiment after regi- 
ment responding to the cry ; the enemy heard the triumphant 
hozza; their attack slackened ; these were in turn assailed by 
our forces, and within half an hour from that moment com- 
menced the retreat, which afterwards became a confused and 
total rout. I am glad to see that war-stained banner gleaming 
over us at this festive board, but I hope never again to see it 
upon the field of battle." 

A few days after the battle of Bull, Bun, Oeneral Beaure- 
gard received a letter from the bereaved sister of Colonel 
Cameron, who had been killed ; and surely we cannot err if, 
amidst the fierce scenes we are obliged to bring more promi- 
nently forward, we occasionally introduce touching incidents 
of natural affection like the one here named. 

Washikqton, July 26th, 1861 
Oeheral Bbaitbeoakd, Commander of the Confederate Army : 

Deajb Sm — With a grieved and torn heart I address yon. 
If it is in your power will you give a word of comfort to a dis- 
tressed spirit? I allude to the death of the gallant Colonel 
Cameron, of the Federal army, on last Sunday, 2l8t July. We 
are all God's creatures, alike in his sight. It is a bereaved 
sister that petitions. Colonel Cameron received two shots, 
immediately following each other, that destroyed his life. The 
fate of his body is the grief, to know what has become of it. 
Think of a distress of a like nature in Southern families, and 
let us forgive as we hope to be forgiven. 

All that we have been able to learn is, that Colonel Came- 
ron was carried to a farm-house near the scene of battle. He 
had letters in his pocket declaring his name and station. He 
was rather a large man, with sandy hair, son)ewhat gray, 
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dressed in gray clotlies. Have mercy on the bowed spirit 
that laments for the beloved lost — that would be comforted to 
know that he received decent burial. Notwithstanding the 
war, we are all brothers. " God prosper the righteous cause." 
In pity, have inquiries made, for the love a sister bears a 
brother, and may God show you mercy in time oC trouble 

Should your noble spirit grant my request, and if by inquiry 
you can receive any information, please have a letter addressed 
to Mrs. Sarah Z. Evans, No. 553 Capitol Hill, Washington 
city, care of Adams' Express Company. 

Very respectfully, your well-wisher, 

SARAH Z. EVANa 

Please favor me so far as to have the letter acknowledged 
as received. S.Z.K 

HEADqUABTEBS, FiRST CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOlfAC, i 

Manassas, August 5, 1861. ) 
Madam — Your letter of the 26th ult. has been received, 
making some inquiries relative to the body of your late brother, 
Colonel Cameron, United States army, killed at Manassas on 
the 21st ult. In answer, I will state that, upon inquiry, I find 
he was interred, with several other bodies, in a grave about 
two hundred yards from the house of a Mrs. Dogan, on the 
battlefield, \vho attended herself this sad duty. . . . Indeed, I 
fully agree \vith you : may all the distress of this unholy war 
be visited upon the heads of those who are responsible for it, 
and may the Almighty Ruler of the Universe, in his infinite 
goodness and wisdom, (continue to) prosper the righteous cause I 
A gentleman of this State, Mr. Kinlaw Fauntleroy, a pri- 
vate in Colonel Stuart's cavalry brigade, has in Jiis possession 
a miniature portrait of Colonel Cameron and wife, which he 
intends to return to their friends after the war; for at present 
no intercourse of the kind is admissible between the two con- 
tending parties. 

With much respect, I remain your most obedient servant, 

P. G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

General Commanding. 
Mrs. S. Z. EvANB, No. 553 Capitol HiU, Washington, D. C. 

Other attempts were made by Colonel McCuun and Senator 
Harris, to obtain Colonel Cameron's body, but they failed; 
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and it was not nn til the following March, nearly eight months 
after the battle, that the place of his bnrial was fonnd bj a 
party of friends Tisiting the scene, and his body exhnmed for 
the purpose of conveying it to Washington for reinterment. 

It has often been asked by some, why Beanr^ard did not 
imm^iately advance on Washington, while the enemy was in 
confusion t But, independent of what he himself says, and 
what we conceive to be one fact, viz., the exhausted condi- 
tion of the Confederate troops at die time, the following has 
been stated by an ofllcer in the Southern army. He says: 
*^ I do not know what was the reason. Johnston, Beauregard, 
and President Davis held a consultation. Beauregard was fai 
favor of advancing immediately, but Davis and Johnston both 
opposed the movement Whether it was right or wrong, I 
shall not pretend to say. If we had advanced, we might now 
have Washington in -our possession. But then what would 
Washington be worth to us after we had taken it, and how 
difSicult would it have been to hold itt I think we ought to 
have advanced on Alexandria and driven the enemy from the 
soil of Yirginia, but President Davis said not, and I am will- 
ing to risk liim in every thing." 

Other reasons have also been given, attributing the cause to 
political and personal jealousies, but we have no need, here, 
to bring them forward. 

On Thursday, August 8th, Prince Napoleon, who had but a 
short time before arrived in the United States, paid a visit to 
General Beauregard, at Manassas.. The Prince had a special 
escort and pass from the Federal authorities ; and, on entering 
the Confederate lines near Fairfax, was received by the oflScer 
on guard there, who accompanied the party to Colonel Stuart, 
in command of the post. There, dinner was served, and im- 
mediately afterwards they continued their journey via Centre- 
ville to Manassas, crossing over the Stone bridge at Bull Run, 
and part of the battlefield. A courier was dispatched, in ad- 
vance, to apprize General Beauregard, and shortly afterwards 
a member of his staff met the party about a mile from head- 
quarters. Upon approaching the latter, a salute was fired, 
and Grenerals Beauregard and Johnston came forward to re- 
ceive the Prince. He was conducted into the rather primitive 
frame structure serving as headquarters, and at once commenced 
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a lively conversation, in French, with both generals. It is 
stated that the Prince showed great caution and reserve in 
all he said, and preserved it throughout his stay. General 
Beauregard soon found occasion to suggest to the Prince an 
extension of his tour to Richmond ; but although he and Gen- 
eral Johnston were exceedingly intreating, the Prince declared 
that it would be impossible for him to go any further south. 
It being already late in the evening, and the imperial party 
being considerably fatigued, but a short tour was made through 
the camps after supper, which is said to have been of a deci- 
dedly frugal character. The Prince sought, the plain couch, 
surrendered to him by General Beauregard, at an early hour. 
Shortly after five o'clock in the morning, the Prince was up, 
and after partaking of a breakfast as plain as the supper of the 
previous evening, he saljied out with his suite, under the gui- 
dance of Generals Beauregard and Johnston, upon a tour of 
inspection through the fortifications and encampments, and 
about the Junction. The crack regiments of the rebels, fonn- 
ing a division of about six thousand men, were drawn up in 
line and reviewed by the Prince. The troops cheered him 
lusXily when he passed along the lines. 

After the review, the field-officers of the several regiments 
were introduced by General Beauregard to the Prince, who 
exchanged some complimentary phrases with them. 

The JPrince then started upon his return, and arrived in 
Washington again the same evening. 

After the battle of Bull Run, the two armies of Johnston 
and Beauregard were united in one, and styled the " Army of 
the Potomac." Both the generals still retained their respec- 
tive commands, Beauregard being permitted to keep the mili- 
tary direction of all the troops, while Johnston — though his 
senior in rank — took charge of details. This was done to 
avoid confusion of any kind while before the enemy, or while 
there was any probability of another battle. The advanced 
brigades of the army were already bivouacked in full view of 
Washington, and daily had some conflict with the enemy, but, 
with that exception, quiet was maintained for some time. The 
policy of acting on the defensive was that enjoined by the 
Confederate authorities, and thus the army remained inert at 
its old quarters, from Manassas to Centreville, until October. 
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It was at the latter part of August, General Beauregard re-' 
ceived an application for permission to the Jews in his armj 
to absent themselves on furlough, to attend the services of their 
religion at the great celebration of the year. This application 
he was compelled to refuse, and the following extract from his 
adjutant-general's reply, gives his opinion on the subject: 

^*To grant your application to give furloughs to the soldiers 
of the Jewish persuasion, from ^ the 2d to the 15th day of Sep- 
tember, so that they may participate in the holy service' of 
your ancient religion for this period of the year, is impossible, 
as you, and all Hebrews serving with this army, will surely 
understand. 

*^ It would seem, indeed, the Ruler of nations and Gk>d of 
battles is guiding and aiding us, as certainly and visibl;^ in 
tliese days as when, of old. He released your people from 
Egyptian bondage ; and the general sincerely believes that all 
Israelites now in this army will do quite as acceptable service 
to Jehovah, at this momentous juncture, in standing here, at 
their posts, ready to battle for their homes, their liberties, and 
their country, as if their time was passed in the strictest ob- 
servance and celebration of the sublime rites of Judaism for 
tliis period of the year. 

" Confidently trusting in this, and assured that on reflection 
such must be the conclusion of all of your religion, 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. JORDAN, A. A. General. 

To M. I. Mbchelbacker, Rabbi Preacher. 

On the 2 1st of October, a portion of the Confederate army, 
under General Evans, attacked and defeated the Federals at 
Ball's Bluff, near Leesburg. This engagement elicited from 
General Beauregard an oflScial order, expressed, not only in 
strong terms of commendation towards General Evans and his 
troops, but in language significant of condemnation as regarded 
the defensive policy still adopted by the authorities at Rich- 
mond. With reference to this, and to certain passages in the 
oSicial report of the battle of Bull Run, which President Davis 
disa})proved, and, for some time, would not allow to be printed, 
there arose a controversy between the friends of the general 
and the President, of a somewhat sharp and unpleasant na- 
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tnre. Tlie subject was even taken up in the Southern Con- 
gress, during a secret session ; the President having sent Beau- 
regard's report in to that body, accompanied by comments of 
his own on some of its preliminary passages. The order even- 
tually taken by Congress, however, was to have the document 
published, after expurgating the i)ortion referred to, and the 
President's comments thereon. What was Beauregard's own 
feeling upon the subject, may be judged by the following let- 
ter, which, at the beginning of the controversy, he sent to the 
Eichmond press for publication : 

Centkkviixe, wmiiN Heabh^o of the ) 
Enemy's Guns, Sunday, Nov. 8, 1861. ) 
To EDrroRS Richmokd Wrao : 

Gkntlemkn — My attention has just been called to an un- 
fortunate controversy now going on relative to the publication 
of a synopsis of my report of the battle of Manassas. None 
can regret more than I do this, from a knowledge that, by au- 
thority, the President is the sole judge of when, and what part 
of the commanding officer's report shall be made public. I, 
individually, do not object to delaying its publication as long 
as the War Department thinks proper and necessary for the 
success of our cause. Meanwhile, I entreat my friends not to 
trouble themselves about refuting the slanders and calumnies 
aimed against me. Alcibiades, on a certain occasion, resorted 
to an extraordinary method to occupy the minds of his tradu- 
cers — let, then, that synopsis answer the same purpose for me 
in this instance. If certain minds cannot understand the dif- 
ference between patriotism, the highest civic virtue, and office- 
seeking, the lowest civic occupation, I pity them from the bot- 
tom of my heart. Suffice it to say, that I prefer the respect 
and esteem of my countrymen to the admiration and envy of 
the world. I hope, for the sake of our cause and country, to 
be able, with the assistance of kind Providence, to answer my 
calumniators with new victories over our national enemies ; 
b'it r have nothing to ask of the country, Government, or any 
f:it::.i- except to affi>rd me all the aid they can in the great 
.struj-ie we are now engaged upon. I am not either a candir 
cLfdj nor do I desire to be a candidate^ for any civil office in 
the gift of the people or executive. The aim of my ambition. 
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liter haying cast mj mite in the defence of our sacred cause, 
and assisted, to the best of my ability, in securing our rights 
and independence as a nation, is to retire to private life, my 
means then permitting, never again to leave my home, unless 
to fight anew the battles of my country. 

, Bespectfully, your most obedient servant, 

P. T. BBAUBBQABB.'' 

Early in the year 1862, it was determined by the Confederate 
authorities to speedily evacuate the position held at Manassas ;* 
and accordingly, in January, General Beauregard was trans- 
ferred to the department of the Mississippi. On the SOth of 
Jknuary he issued the following address to the troops at Ma- 
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SOLDIKBS OF THS FiBST OOBPS, ArMT OF THE PoTOMAO — "My 

duty calls me away, and to a temporary separation from you. 
I hope, however, to be with you again, to share your labors and 
your perils, and in defence of our homes and rights, to lead 

you to new battles, to be crowned with signal victories. 

You are now nndergoing the severest trial of a soldier's 
life ; the one by which his discipline and capacity for endur- 
ance are thoroughly tested. My faith in your patriotism, yonr 
devotion and determination, and in your high soldierly qual- 
ities, is so great, that I shall rest assured you will pass through 
the ordeal resolutely, triumphantly. Still, I cannot quit you 
without deep emotion, without even deep anxiety, in the mo- 
ment of our country's trials and dangers. Above all, I am 
anxious that my brave countrymen, here in arms, fronting the 
haughty array and muster of Northern mercenaries, should 
thoroughly appreciate the exigency, and hence comprehend 
that this is no time for the army of the Potomac — the men of 
Manassas — to stack their arms^ and quU^ even for a hrief period^ 
the standards they have made glorious by their manh4>od. All 
must understand this, and feel the magnitude of the conflict 
impending, the universal personal sacrifices this war has en- 
tailed, and our duty to meet them as promptly and unblench- 
ingly as you have met the enemy in line of battle. 

* It WM not eradiated, however, imtU March. 
15 
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To the army of the Shenandoah, I desire to return my 
thanks for their endurance in the memorable march to my as- 
sistance, last July, their timely, decisive arrival, and for their 
conspicuous steadiness and gallantry on the field of battle. 

Those of their comrades, of both corps, and of all arms of 
the army of the Potomac, not so fortunate as yet to have 
been with us in conflict with our enemy, I leave with all con- 
fidence that on occasion they will show themselves fit comrades 
for the men of Manassas, Bull Run, and Ball's Bluff. 

P. G. T. BEAUREGARD. 
General oommanding. 

At midnight of Friday, the 30th, he left by a special train 
to Lynchburg, and thence proceeded rapidly to the West, 
taking with him fifteen thousand men. On the 3d of Febru- 
ary he was at Nashville, Tennessee, consulting with Generals 
Pillow and Cheatham, and immediately afterwards began to 
strengthen the defences of the city. On the 13th of February, 
after visiting Bowling Green, and consulting with General A. 
S. Johnson, Beauregard went to Columbus and inspected the 
fortifications. It was, however, deemed unadvisable to defend 
it : " the works, therefore, were blown up, and all the cannon 
and stores transferred to Island No. 10, which it was thought 
might be converted into a little Gibraltar, and successfully beat 
back the enemy's flotillas on the Mississippi." 

At this time, so high was the opinion entertained of Beaure- 
gard's military skill, that when it was known at New Orleans 
he wanted reinforcements, one of the crescent brigades promptly 
volunteered for ninety days' service. The offer, sent by tel- 
egraph, was immediately answered by Beauregard as follows: 

"Jackson, Febmaiy 28t]L 
"To Governor Thomas O. Moork: — I will accept all good 
equipped troops, under Act of 21st of August, that will offer, 
and for ninety -days. Let the people of Louisiana understand 
that here is the proper place to defend Louisiana." 

On the 5th of March he publicly assumed command of the 
Confederate forces in the Valley of the Mississippi, as second 
to General A. S. Johnson, with his headquarters at Jackson. 
He then issued the following address to his soldiers : 
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" SoLiHEBs : — ^I assume, this day, the command of the army 
of the Mississippi, for the defence of oar homesteads and liber- 
ties, and to resist the snbjngation, spoliation, and dishonor of 
our people. Onr mothers and wives, onr sisters and children, 
expect ns to do onr dnty, even to the sacrifice of onr lives. 

^ Onr losses, since the commencement of the present war, in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners, are now about the same as those 
of the enemy. 

** He must be made to atone for those reverses we have 
lately experienced. Those reverses, far from disheartening, 
must nerve us to new deeds of valor and patriotism, and should 
inspire us with an unconquerable determination to drive bacli: 
our invaders. 

^ Should any one in this army be unequal to the task before 
VB, let him transfer his arms and equipments at once to braver, 
firmer hands, and return to his liome. 

^*Our cause is as just and sacred as ever animated men to 
take up arms ; and if we are true to it, and to ourselves, with 
the continued protection of the Almighty, we must, and shall 
triumph.'' 

A few days afterwards he issued a general order for the 
guidance of his troops in battle, wherein the following passage 
relating to sharpshooting occurs : 

" Officers in command must be cool and collected ; hold 
their men in hand in action, and caution them against useless, 
aimless firing. The men must be instructed and required each 
one to single out his mark. It was the deliberate sharp-shoot- 
ing of our forefathers in the revolution of 1776, and New 
Orleans in 1816, which made them so formidable against the 
odds with which they were engaged." 

About the same time, Beauregard sent an appeal to the 
planters of the Mississippi valley for bells, to be cast into can- 
non. He said : " More than once a people fighting with an 
enemy, ... for homes and a land not more worthy of resolute 
and unconquerable men than yours, .... have not hesitated 
to melt and mould into cannon the precious bells surmounting 
their houses of God, which had called generations to prayer. 
We want cannon as greatly as any people who ever, as history 
tells you, melted their church bells to supply them ; and I, 
your general, intrusted with the command of the army em- 
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bodied of your sons, your kinsmen, and your neighbors, do 
now call upon you to send your plantation bells to the nearest 
railroad depot, subject to my order, to be melted into cannon 
for the defence of your plantations. 

"Who will not cheerfully and promptly send me his b.elU 
under such circumstances? Be of good cheer; but time is 
precious." 

In response to this, we find that many of the plantation 
bells used for indicating the time and calling the negroes 
together — each bell weighing from 100 to 500 pounds, and 
composed of the best metal, — besides other bells, were freely 
oficred.* 

Meanwhile, the necessity for superintending the works on 
Island No. 10, compelled Beauregard to be personally there, 
and, for some time, he successfully defended the place against 
the Federal attacks, in their gunboats, under Flag-oflBcer Foote. 
" On the Ist of April, General Beauregard telegraphed to the 
War Department at Kichmond, that the bombardment had 
continued for fifteen days, in which time the enemy had 
thrown 3,000 shells, and expended about 100,000 pounds of 
powder, without injuring the batteries, and only killing one 
man." But the movements of the Federal troops on the Ten- 
nessee river were now so rapid and serious in their nature, that 
it was deemed advisable for General Beauregard to proceed 
thither without delay. Accordingly, on the 3d of April, he 
gave over the command of Island No. 10 to General Mackall, 
and immediately started for Corinth. Four days later, Island 
No. 10 was captured by the combined land and naval forces 
of the North, under General Pope and Commodore Foote. 

• On July 80th, 1862, there was a curious auction sale of 418 of these beOs, 
captured at New Orleans. One of them had painted on iX, " G. T. Beanro- 
gsjd ; tram, thp Baptist Church of DurhamviUe, Tenn." 
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On arriving at Corinth, Beauregard at once concentrated 
all his forces in the immediate neighborhood, with a view of 
cutting off the enemy's communication with the South and 
East. The Federal army, under General Grant, was then at 
Pittsburg landing, on the field of Shiloh, and along both sides 
of the river Tennessee, toward Savannah, Tennessee. Grant, 
it was supposed by Beauregard, had not been reinforced by 
General Buell, his second in command, and, therefore, it was 
deemed advisable by the Confederates to attack him without 
delay. General A. S. Johnson had promptly moved forward 
to unite his forces with those of Beauregard, and General Polk 
had also arrived with his command from Columbus. General 
Bragg's army was likewise there ; and, in order to avoid all 
confusion. General Beauregard was proclaimed, in orders 
issued by General Johnson, to be in command of the whole 
force. Never had the South seen, on a single battlefield, a 
more magnificent army assembled, " in numbers, in discipline, 
in the galaxy of the distinguished names of its commanders, 
and in every article of merit and display ;" and, on Thursday 
the 3d of April, this splendid array of soldiers began the 
march to the battlefield. But, on that day, not much pro- 
gress was made, owing to bad roads; and, therefore, it was not 
until Saturday afternoon that the Confederate forces reached 
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the immediate vicinity of the enemy. TVbat followed is best 
described in General Beauregard's own words, as published in 
the following official report : 

Headquabterb Army of the Missusipfi, ) 
Corinth, Miss., April 11th, 1862. ) 

"General — On the 2d ult., having ascertained conclusively, 
from the movements of the enemy on the Tennessee river, and 
from reliable sources of information, that his aim would be to 
cut off my communications in West Tennessee with the eastern 
and southern States, by operating from the Tennessee river, 
between Crump's landing and Eastport, as a base, I deter- 
mined to foil his designs by concentrating all my available 
forces at and around Corinth. 

At the same time. General Johnson being at Murfreesboro, 
on tlie march to form a junction of his forces with mine, was 
called on to send at least a brigade by railroad, so that we 
might fall on and crush the enemy, should he attempt an ad- 
vance from under his gunboats. The call on General Johnson 
was promptly complied with. His entire foi^ce was also 
hastened in this direction, and by the first of April our united 
forces were concentrated along the Mobile and Ohio railroad, 
from Bethel to Corinth, and on the Memphis and Charleston 
railroad, from Corinth to luka. 

It was then determined to assume the offensive and strike a 
sudden blow at the enemy in position, under General Grant, 
on the west bank of the Tennessee, at Pittsburg and in the 
direction of Savannah, before he was reinforced by the armj 
under General Buell, then known to be advancing for that 
purpose by rapid marches from Nashville via Columbia. 
About the same time General Johnson was advised that such 
an operation conformed to the expectations of the President. 

By a rapid and vigorous attack on General Grant, it was 
expected he would be beaten back into his transports and the 
river, or captured, in time to enable us to profit by the victory, 
and remove to the rear all the stores and munitions that would 
fall into our hands, in such an event, before the arrival of 
Buell's army on the scene. It was never contemplated, how- 
ever, to retain the position thus gained, and abandon Corinth, 
the strategic point of the campaign 
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On the following morning the detailed orders of movement 
were issned, and the movement, after some ^elay, commenced, 
the 'troops being in admirable spirits. It. was expected we 
should be able to reach the enemy's lines in time to attack 
them early on the 5th inst The men, however, for the most 
part, were nnnsed to marching, the roads narrow, and travers- 
ing a densely wooded connti^, became almost impassable after 
a severe rain-storm on tlie night of the 4th, which drenched 
the troops in bivouac ; hence our forces did not reach the inter- 
section of the roads from Pittsburg and Hamburg, in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the enemy, until late Saturday afternoon. 
.... Thirty minutes after five o'clock, a. m., on the 6th, our 
lines and columns were in motion, all animated evidently by a 
promising spirit. The front line was engaged at once, but ad- 
vanced steadily, followed in due order with equal resolution 
and steadiness by the other lines, which were brought succes- 
sively into action with rare skill, judgment, and gallantry, by 
the several corps commanders, as the enemy made a stand, 
with his masses rallied for a struggle for his encampments. 
Xike an Alpine ayalanche our troops moved forward, despite 
the determined resistance of the enemy, until six o'cfoek p. m., 
when we were in possession of all encampments between Owl 
and Lick creeks, but one. Nearly all of his field artillery, 
about thirty fiags, colors, and standards, over three thousand 
prisoners, including a division commander (General Prentiss) 
and several brigade commanders, thousands of small-arms, an 
immense supply of subsistence, forage, and munitions of war, 
and a large amount of means of transportation — all the sub- 
stantial fruits of a complete victory — such, indeed, as rarely 
have followed the most successful battles ; for never was an 
army so well provided as that of our enemy. 

Our loss was heavy. Our commander-in-chief. General A. 
S. Johnson, fell mortally wounded, and died on the field at 
half-past two in the afternoon, after having shown the highest 
qualities of the commander, and a personal intrepidity that 
inspired all around him, and gave resistless impulsion to his 
columns at critical moments. 

The chief command then devolved upon me, though at the 
time 1 was greatly prostrated, and suffering from the prolonged 
sickness with which I had been afflicted since early in Febru- 
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nry. The responsibility was one which, in my physical condi- 
tion, I would have gladly avoided, though cast upon me when 
our forces were successfully pushing the enemy back upon the 
Tennessee river, and though supported on the immediate field 
by such corps commanders as Major-generals Polk, Bragg, and 
llardce, and Brigadier-general Breckinridge, commanding the 
reserve. 

It was after six o'clock in the evening, as before said, when 
the enemy's last position was carried, and his forces finally 
broke and sought refuge behind a commanding eminencei 
covering the Pittsburg landing, not more than half a mile dis- 
tant, and under the guns of the gunboats, which opened on our 
eager columns a fierce and annoying fire with shot and shell 
of the heaviest description. Darkness was close at hand. 
Ofiiecrs and men were exhausted by a combat of over twelve 
hours without food, and jaded by the march of the preceding 
day, through mud and water ; it was, therefore, impossible to 
collect the rich and opportune spoils of war scattered broadcast 
on the field left in our possession, and impracticable to make 
any eftective dispositions for their removal to the rear. 

I accordingly established my headquarter at the church of 
Shilohjin the enemy's encampment, with Major-general Bragg, 
and directed our troops to sleep on their arms, in such positions 
in advance and rear as corps commanders should determine. • • 
. . During the night the rain fell in torrents, adding to the dis- 
comfort and harassed condition of the men ; the enemy, more- 
over, had broken their rest by a discharge, at measured inter- 
vals, of heavy shells thrown from the gunboats ; therefore, on 
the following morning the troops under my command were 
not in condition to cope with an equal force of fresh troops, 
armed and equipped like our adversary, in the immediate pos- 
session of his depots, and sheltered by such an auxiliary as the 
enemy's gunboats. 

About six o'clock on the morning of the 7th of April, how- 
ever, a hot fire of musketry and artillery, opened from the 
enemy's quarter on our advanced line, assured me of the junc- 
tion of his forces, and soon the battle raged with a fury which 
satisfied me I was attacked by a largely superior force. . . . 
Again and again our troops were brought to the charge, in- 
variably to win the position at issue, invariably to drive baok 
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their foe. Bnt hour by honr, thoB opposed to an enemy con- 
8fmntlY reinforced, oar ranks were perceptibly thinned under 
the nnceasing, withering fire of the enemy ; and by twelve 
meridian, dghteen hours of hard fighting had sensibly ex- 
hanstedli large number, my last reserves had necessarily been 
disposed of, and the enemy was evid^itly recdving fresh rein- 
forcements after each repulse. Accordingly, about 1 p. m., I 
determined to withdraw from so unequal a conflict, securing 
BEQch of the results of the victory of the day before as was then 
practicable." 

General Beauregard now retired to Oorinth, ^4n pursuance 
of his original design to make that the strategic point of his 
campaign," and the Federals, flushed with victory, and rein- 
forced by troops from Missouri, and the army of Pope, 
marched forward under Major-general Halleck, who had now 
arrived and assumed entire command. On the first day of 
ICay it had reached halfway to Corinth ; but, meanwhile, the 
armies of Van Dom and Price had come from Arkansas and 
Missouri, and united with that under Beauregard. The forces 
under General Lovell, that had been at New Orleans — captured 
by the Federals on the 28th of April — had also joined the 
troops at Corinth ; and thus, again, was there another splendid 
army ready to do battle with the enemy. 

On the day after the battle of Shiloh, the following corres- 
pondence took place between the two opposing commanders : 

LETTER OF GENERAL BEAUREGARD. 

H£AJ>qUARTERB AkMT OF THB MI8SI88IFFI, ) 

MoNTKRBY, April 8, 1862. ) 
Sir — At the close of the conflict of yesterday, my forces be- 
ing exhausted by the extraordinary length of time during 
which they were engaged with yours on that and the preced- 
ing day, and it being apparent that you had received, and 
were still receiving reinforcements, I felt it my duty to with- 
draw my troops from the immediate scene of conflict. 

Under these circnmstances, in accordance with usages of 
war, I shall transmit this, under a flag of truce, to ask permis- 
sion to send a mounted party to the battlefield of Shiloh, for 
the purpose of giving decent interment to my dead. 

Certain gentlemen wishing to avail themselves of this oppor- 
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tunity to remove the remains of their eons and friends, I must 
request for them the privilege of accompanying the burial 
party ; and in this connection I deem it proper to say, I am 
asking only what I have extended to your own countrymen 
under similar circumstances. 

liespectfully, General, your obedient servant, 
P. G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

General Commanding: 
To Major-general U. S. Gr.\nt, U. S. A., 
Commanding U. S. forces near Pittsburg, Tenn. 

GENERAL GRANT'S REPLY. 

Heaik^uakterb Arht in the Field, ) 
Pittsburg, April 9, 18C2. J 

General P. G. T. Beauregard, Commanding 
Confederate Army of the Mississippi, Monten?y, Tenn. 

Your dispatch of yesterday is just received. Owing to the 
warmth of the weather, I deemed it advisable to have all the 
dead of both parties buried iuimediately. Heavy details were 
made for this purpose, and it is now accomplished. 

There cannot, therefore, be any necessity of admitting within 
our lines the parties you desired to send on tiie grounds asked. 

I shall always be glad to extend any courtesy consistent 
with duty, and especially so when dictated by humanity. 

I am, General, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. GRANT, 

Migor-general Commanding. 

Shortly after, when the reinforcements had arrived. General 
Beauregard visited their encampment and inspected them, and 
was received with the warmest greeting and loud hurrahs. 

On the 8th of May, Beauregard issued the following address 
to his array : 

Headquarters of the Forces at Corhtth, Mibs., ) 

May 8, 1862. f 

SoLDiKRs OF Shii/>h AND Elkhorn — We are about to meet 

once more, in the shock of battle, the invaders of our soil, the 

despoilers of our homes, the disturbers of our family ties, face 

to face, hand to hand. We are to decide whether we are to 

be freemen, or vile slaves of those who are only free in name, 

and who but yesterday were vanquished, although in largely 
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superior nambers, in their own encampments, on the ever me- 
morable field of Shiloh. Let the impending battle decide onr 
&te, and add a more illnBtrious page to the history of oar rev- 
olation--^ne to which onr children will point with noble 
pride, sajing, ^^ Onr fathers were at the battle of Corinth." I 
congratulate you on your timely junction. With our mingled 
banners, for the first time during this war, we shall meet onr 
foe in strength that should give us victory. Soldiers, can the 
result be doubtful ? Shall we not drive back in Tennessee the 
presumptuous mercenaries collected for our subjugation ? One 
more manly effort, and trusting in God and the justness of our 
cause, we shall recover more than we lately lost. Let the 
sound of our victorious guns be re-echoed by those of the army 
of Virginia on the historic battlefield of Yorktown. 

P. G. T. BEAURBQARD, 

General Oommandiiig. 

At this time, the Federals had advanced to within a few 
miles of Corinth, and on the 9th, the Oonfederates, under Van 
Dom and Price, drove back a part of their advance near Farni- 

ington, and compelled General Pope, in command of that por- 
tion of the army, to retire. On the 2l8t, Ilalleck's batteries 
were within three miles of Corinth, and daily skirmishing now 
took place, with occasional firing from the artillery. Gradually 
the Federal troops advanced still nearer, employing all the 
cautious skill and strategy that General Ilalleck was so emi- 
nently master of. Corinth was strongly fortified, having 
batteries or redoubts at every road or assailable point. Be- 
tween the fortifications and a marshy stream covering the 
whole front, the dense timber had been cut down to form a 
very strong abattis, through which no cavalry or artillery 
could have passed, nor even infantry, except as skirmishers. 
Thus, it was considered by the Federal commanders that a 
hotly contested siege must take place, and when, day after 
day, it was found that the slightest movement of the Federals 
in advance was instantly and vigorously met, no doubt re- 
mained that Corinth would become the field of another heavy 
battle. Great, therefore, was the surprise of the beseigers 
when, on the moniing of Friday, May 30th, it was discovered 
that Beauregard had withdrawn his whole army and evacuated 
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the place. For several days previous, the Confederate troops 
had been slowly and cautiously sent further South, and, 
finally, on the night of Thursday, the 29th and 30th, the whole 
were safely withdrawn, taking with them all they could, and 
destrtiving the remainder. 

As much comment, and some controversy between officers 
of rank on opposite sides arose from tliis evacuation of Corinth 
by Beauregard, it is but just that some few particulars should 
be given. 

An independent writer, himself in the army at the time, 
says : 

"It soon became obvious that if Halleck would not advance 
from his works, we should either be compelled to retreat at no 
distant day, or be massacred at discretion by the enemy's 
guns,. which were daily advanced nearer and nearer, with ap- 
parent impunity. The Federals were sorely afraid we would 
retreat, and in that case their mammoth trenches and labori- 
ously constructed roads w^ould but ill repay them for their 
patience and long suffering. This affliction, however, we 
could not spare them. Immense roads had been dug and lev- 
elled through miles of timber, unheard of supplies of shot, 
shell, and mammoth mortar batteries had been brought to the 
front with infinite labor, and much sacrifice of life and money, 
when, early one morning, our whole army quietly decamped 
towards Tullahoma, and ere the mists had risen, were beyond 
sight or hearing! . . . The result does Beauregard infinite 
credit. Halleck had stored his camp w4tli immense supplies; 
he had destroyed hundreds of horses, wagons, mules, and 
carts in the W(»rk of transportation ; had prepared for a bom- 
bardment of an indefinite period ; built magazines and bar- 
racks, repaired railroads, and erected bridges, this occupying 
ilie whole spring in prejHiration ; and now, in one moment, all 
these plans were thwarted, and the hot season too far advanced 
for his troops to move a mile further into the interior!" 

It must be remembered that at this especial time, Rich- 
mond, the Southern capital, was being closely besieged by 
McClellan ; and, on the very day after Beauregard evacuated 
Corinth, the first of the series of battles near and around 
Richmond, was fought on the Chickahominy. Thus, there 
may have been other, and more secret reasons than those gen- 
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erally known, for resigning important positions in the West, 
while the seat of government in the East was in danger. Cer- 
tain it is, that the authorities at Washington also deemed it 
advisable to call both General Halleck and General Pope, 
floon afterwards, to their side— the first as oommander-in-chie^ 
and the latter as general of the army of Virginia ; and, when 
we know the state of donbt and anxiety in Richmond, at the 
time, it is not too mnch to snppose that Beaur^ard might 
have been thought of in like manner by his friends. How- 
ever, there was quite enough in the circumstances of the case 
itself, as some urge, for Beauregard to adopt the course he did. 
That ideas, similar to those we have mentioned were enter- 
tained in the North, may be gathered from referring to some 
of the Kfew York papers about June 1st, 1863. 

At this time the health of Beauregard was such, that his 
physicians ^' urgently recommended rest and recreation ;" and 
accordingly, he addressed a letter to the authorities at Rich- 
mond on the subject 

On the 15th of June he turned over his command to Qexfy 
end Bragg, and left for Montgomery, where he arrived on the 
17th, accompanied only by his personal staff. Public report 
then stated that he had gone on to Richmond in consequence 
of the feeling still existing on the part of some of the author- 
ities against him, and to explain the reason of his evacuating 
Corinth. It was even said, that General Price had been sum- 
moned to the War Office before Beauregard had left his army, 
and that strong animadversions upon liis conduct had been 
made. But, whether so or not, it is certain that great misrep- 
resentations concerning him were abroad on all sides. On the 
part of the North, there was either distinct and barefaced 
falsehood or gross error in some of the official reports, unless 
the testimony of all writers and personal witnesses on the side 
of the South must be considered as blindly mistaken, emanating 
from carelessly following each other's statements. The whole 
affair, however, resolved itself into something like a personal 
matter between Generals Halleck and Beauregard, in which, it 
would seem, the veracity of each was on trial. The question 
arose as to whether Halleck's official dispatch to Washington, 
dated June 4th, 1863, was correct. This, General Beauregai-d 
denied, in a letter dated the 17th of June, and published in the 
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Mobile Advertiser. Tliat statement elicited from General 
Granger, of the Northern army, a very strong reply, published 
in the New York papers, July 11th, and also, a similar response 
from an anonymous writer in the Cincinnati Gazette. Both of 
these asserted Beauregard to be wrong in his statements ; bat, 
as the correspondence is too long, we leave the subject without 
further comment. 

For some time after General Beauregard retired from 
Corinth, he resided with his family at Mobile, and at Bladon 
Springs, Alabama, at which latter place he rapidly regained 
his health. His mind, however, was still active in the work of 
military operations, and two important letters, to be found in 
the New York Tribune of October, 1862, show the bent of 
his ideas. 

In the month of August, 1862, General Beauregard was ap- 
pointed to the command of the department of South Carolina 
and Georgia, relieving General Peraberton ; and on the 24th 
of September he issued the following announcement : 

Headquabtkrb Depabtment of S. Carolina Am) Georgia,) 
Charlbstok, September 24. 1864 ( 

I assume command of the department pursuant to para- 
graph XV., Special Orders, No. 202, Adjutant and Inspector 
General's Office, Richmond, August 29th, 1862. 

All existing orders will remain in force until otherwise di- 
rected from these headquarters. 

In entering upon my duties, which may involve, at an 
early day, the defence of two of the most important cities in 
the Confederate States, against the most formidable efforts of 
our powerful enemy, I shall rely on the ardent patriotism, the 
intelligent and unconquerable spirit, of the officers and men un- 
der my command, to sustain me successfully. But to maintain 
our posts with credit to our country and to our own honor, and 
avoid irremediable disaster, it is essential that all shall yield 
implicit obedience to any orders emanating from superior au- 
thority. 

Brigadier-general Tliomas Jordan is announced as Adju- 
tant and Inspector-general and Chief of Staff of the department. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, General oonmiaiidiiig. 

Official— THoacAB Jordan, Chief of Staff, and A. A. G." 
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A few dajB afterwards, he proceeded to Savannah, and at 
once commenced an inspection of the batteries and fortifica- 
tions on the river. But, whatever might have been his opin- 
ions, it seems that the citizens had no hopes of the citj being 
able to hold itself against any attack of the Federals, when 
once fairlj commenced. This, as we now know, has been 
verified, bj its capture, in December, 1864, bj the Federal 
forces, nnder Qeneral Sherman. 

In October, the Federals, at first nnder the command of Gen- 
eral O. M. Mitchell, bnt upon his death, nnder Oeneral Bran- 
nan, temporarily commanding, made an attempt to destroy the 
railroad and bridges on the Oharleston and Savannah line, 
lliis was planned by General Mitchell some time previons, bnt 
bis illness prevented its execntion, nntil the 22d of October, 
when they were met by a part of Beanregard's forces, and re- 
pulsed. The following is Beauregard's ofiScial report of the 
afifair : 

" CsABLBSTOH, 8. C, OctoboT 88. 

^^ The Abolitionists attacked in force Pocotaligo and Gooea- 
hatchi yesterday. They were gallantly repulsed to their gun- 
boats, at Mackay's point and Bee's Creek landing, by Colonel 
W. S. "Walker, commanding the district, and Colonel G. P. 
Harrison, commanding the troops sent from here. The enemy 
had come in thirteen transports and gun-boats. The Charleston 
and Savannah Eailroad is uninjured. The Abolitionists left 
their dead and wounded on the field ; and our cavalry are in 
hot pursuit." 

In the middle of December, General Beauregard recom- 
mended all non-combatants in Charleston to leave the city, in 
view of the expected attack, threatened by the Federals. In- 
deed every thing about this time had the appearance of some- 
thing serious again about to take place at Charleston ; and 
though it would seem that few availed themselves of the hint 
to go, yet military preparations continued with an earnestness 
that warned the citizens of what might be expected if they 
remained. 

On the 28th of December, a general order was issued by 
Beauregard, for all the troops to be mustered for payment on 
the last day of the month, in accordance with army regula- 
tions. This closed his military labors that year ; but the exi- 
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gencies of the service, however, appear to have been such that 
he was unable to leave Charleston to visit his wife, who was 
seriously ill at New Orleans. General Butler, previous to 
leaving his command there, had, it is stated, ^' sent a polite 
note to General Beauregard, inviting him to visit his dying 
wife, assuring him of every courtesy and protection possible." 
If this be really so, it is most gratifying to record it, for such 
is rather the reverse of what has been the public reputation of 
the Federal general, in all matters relating to the opposite sex, 
during his administration at New Orleans. 

On the 80th of January, 1863, there occurred, at Charleston, 
one of those daring naval exploits which have made the name 
of sailors famous throughout the war, though opportunity for 
many great deeds has rarely been met. Of this spirited affair, 
our space does not admit of any detailed account, but the fol- 
lowing official notices explain it : 

Heaik^uarters, Lajo) and Naval Forces, ) 
Charleston, S. C, January 31, 18G3. ) 

At about five o'clock this morning, the Confederate States 
naval force, on this station, attacked the United States block- 
ading fleet off the harbor of the city of Charleston, and sunk, 
dispersed, or drove off and out of sight, for the time, the en- 
tire hostile fleet. 

Therefore, we, the undersigned commanders, respectively of 
the Confederate States naval and land forces in this quarter, 
do hereby /brmaUy declare the blockade by the United States of 
the said city of Charleston^ South Carolina^ to he raised hy a 
superior force of the Confederate States from and after this Zlst 
day of January^ A. D.^ 1863. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

General Commanding. 

D. N. INGRAHAM, 
Flag officer commanding naval forces in South Carolina. 
Official,— Thomas Jobdabt, Chief of Staff: 

In the afternoon, General Beauregard placed a steamer at 
the disposal of the foreign consuls to see for themselves that no 
blockade existed. 

The French and Spanish consuls, accompanied by General 
Ripley, accepted the invitation. The British Consul, with the 
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commander of the British war steamer Petrel, had previously 
gone five miles beyond the nsaal anchorage of the blockaders, 
and could see nothing of them with glasses. 

Later in the evening, however, four blockaders reappeared, 
and next day several more; but the consuls, meeting again in 
the evening, were ^^ unanimously of the opinion that the block- 
ade had been legally raised," and drew up a report in accord- 
ance with that view. This was promptly met by the Federal 
commanders issuing a counter statement, in official form, deny- 
ing the result of the engagement as given by the Confederate 
officers, and positively asserting that the blockade had not been 
broken. This statement was signed by six naval commanders, 
and sent to Washington by Admiral Dupont, and, of course^ 
calmed the uneasiness that had been somewhat felt on bearing 
of Beauregard^s proclamation. With regard to the correctnesa 
of either side — supported as each was by equal testimony — ^we 
have nothing to do at present 

A few days afterwards, intimations were received at Charles- 
ton, that a combined land and naval attack — long in prepara* 
tion — would be-made by the Federals on the city, and, accord- 
ingly. General Beauregard issued the following proclamation r 

Headquarters, Department of South Carolina, ) 
Georgia, and Florida, February 18, 1863. y 

It has hecome my solemn duty to inform the authorities and 
citizens of Charleston and Savannah, that the movements of 
the enemy's fleet indicate an early land and naval attack on 
one or both ciries, and to urge that pei-sons unable to take an 
active part in the struggle shall retire. 

It is hoped, however, that the temporary separation of somo 
of you from your homes will be made without alarm or undue 
haste, thus showing that the only feeling which animates you in 
this hour of supreme trial is the right of being able to partici- 
pate in the defence of your homes, your altars, and the graves 
of your kindred. 

Carolinians and GreorgiansI the hour is at hand to prove 
your country^s cause. Let all able-bodied men, from the sea- 
board to the mountains, rush to arras. Be not too exacting in 
the choice of weapons. Pikes and scythes will do for exter- 
minating your enemies, spades and shovels for protecting your 

19 
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firesides. To arms, fellow-citizens ! Come to share with qb 
our danger, our brilliant success, our glorious death. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, General Oommandiog. 
Official,— J. M. Orx7, A. A. G. 

At the same time, he ordered that '^ all furloughs to officerSi 
non-commissioned (officers, and privates belonging to this de- 
partment, not based on surgeon's certificates, are revoked, and 
both c»fficers and soldiers will repair without delay to their re- 
spective stations, to bo ready to meet the enemy. Patriots 
and brave soldiers will not linger by the wayside." 

Tlie expected attack was, however, delayed, as the Oharles- 
tonians alleged, until the highest spring tides, in April, woald 
enable the enemy s ships to float off in the case of any of them 
going aground. 

In the month of March, various minor engagements took 
place, in the department under Beauregard's command, but we 
mu&t pass them over to come to the more important matters 
connected with the attack upon Charleston. Great prepara- 
tions had been completed, under Beauregard's^upervision, and 
the immediate direction of General Ripley, who had made the 
study of heavy ordnance a specialty for years, and whose ex- 
cellence in that particular branch of military knowledge was 
generally admitted. It was well known that the enemy 
was making the most formidable preparations, and it was con- 
sidered, at Charleston, that when the struggle came, it would 
certainly be of a fearful character. It was to be a trial be- 
tween new forces of tremendous powers, never before brought 
into use. llie long mooted question of the fighting value of 
ships against batteries was to be brought to a test more con- 
clusive than any to which human warfare had previously sub- 
jected it. In otlier words, monitor ironclads, which were 
claimed to be the most impenetrable vessels ever constructed| 
would necessarily come within poin^blank range of the most 
numerous and powerful batteries that had ever been used in a 
single engagement. The more important of these batteries 
were maimed by the South Carolina regulars, who were con- 
sidered the most expert and practical heavy artillerists in the 
Confederate army. The forts were well officered, and it was 
thought scarcely possible that any floating thing could breast, 
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^nhArmed, the concentrated storm of heavj metal from the 
gauB of Samter, Monltrie, and Battery Bee, the three principal 
irorks commanding the throat of the harbor. 

At lengthy to nse the words of the Gharlestonians themselves, 
the long delayed hour arrived. The attack on the city, 
threatened for more than a year, was imminent Charleston 
was the heart, as she was the head and front of all the offenoe 
against the North. Through her closely blockaded port a hun- 
dred vessels had borne to ^e hands of the young Confederacy 
the means and material of war. To effect the absolute destruc- 
tion, therefore, of that port was the natural wish of its enemies. 
But, as the people said, with the loftiest hope, the sternest 
courage, and the unconquerable resolve never to submit or 
yield, they were determined to go forth to the struggle con- 
scious of, and equal to the great duties before them. - 

That it may be understood what was the force employed by 
the North in the attack upon Charleston, we append the fol- 
lowing brief statement of the actual number of officers, men, 
and guns engaged in the attack on Charleston. The ironclads 
were all Ericsson Monitors, save the New Ironsides and Keo- 
kuk: 

TuM. OnoA Offloen and 
Men. 

IronaideB 8,486 18 850 

Montauk 884 2 100 

PaBsaic , 884 2 100 

CatBkUl 884 2 100 

Weehawken 884 2 100 

Patapeco 884 2 100 

tkuigamon 884 2 100 

Nahant 884 2 100 

Nantncket 884 2 100 

Keokuk 740 2 100 

Total 11^8 86 ^250 

The officers of these vessels were natives of the following 
States : Captain Thomas Turner, Virginia ; Captain John 8. 
Worden, New York ; Captain Percival Drayton, Sooth Caro- 
lina ; Captain John Rogers, Maryland ; Captain John Downs, 
Massachusetts ; Captain G. W. Rodgers, New York ; Captain 
Daniel Ammen, Ohio ; Captain D. M. F. Fairfax, Virginia ; 
Captain A. D. Rhind, New York. 

These vessels, and their brave commanders, were all ready 
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for the attack on Sunday, April the 5th, and the grand en- 
gagement took place on the next Tuesday, April 7th. The 
following account of it deserves insertion here, as giving the 
history from the Southern point of view, and as not materially 
contradicted by the official accounts in the North : 

'* At two o'clock on Tuesday afternoon, a dispatch from Fort 
Sumter announced that these ten vessels had crossed the bar, 
and were cautiously steaming inward — the foremost one hav- 
ing at that time reached a point about three thousands yards 
from the Fort. The next news was brought to us, an hour 
later, by the dull detonation of the first gun from Fort Moul- 
trie, which was immediately answered by a heavy report, and 
a cloud of white smoke from the turret of one of the monitors. 
At ten minutes after three, the enemy having come within 
range, Fort Sumter opened her batteries, and, almost simul- 
taneously, the white smoke could be seen puffing from the low 
sandhills of Morris and Sullivan's islands, indicating that the 
Beauregard battery on the left, and Battery Wagner, on the 
extreme right, had become engaged. Five of the ironclads, 
forming in line of battle in front of Fort Sumter, maintained a 
very rapid return fire, occasionally hurling their fifteen-inch 
shot and shell against Fort Moultrie and minor batteries, but 
all directing their chief efforts against the east face of Fort 
Sumter. Gradually, but visibly, the distance between the 
attacking vessels and the fort was lessened, and as the enemy 
drew nearer, the firing became hot and almost continuous. 

'' About half past four o'clock, the battle became fierce and 
general. The scene at that hour, as viewed from the battery 
promenade, was truly grand. Battery Bee had now mingled 
the hoarse thunder of its guns in the universal din, and the 
whole expanse of the harbor entrance, from Sullivan's Island 
to Cummiugs' Point, became enveloped in the smoke and con- 
stant flashes of the conflict. The ironclads kept constantly 
shifting their position ; but, whichever way they went, their 
ports, always turned towards the battlements of Sumter, poured 
forth their terrible projectiles against the walls of that famous 
stronghold. Ever and anon, as the huge shot went ricochet- 
ting towards the mark, the water was dashed up in vast sheets 
of spray, towering far above the parapet of the fort, while the 
wreaths of smoke constantly ascending from the barbette gnns, 
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showed how activelj the artillerymen of the post wer^ diB- 
eliarging their dnties. In the for^round onr own stannch 
little ironclads — the Palmetto State and Cbicora— could be 
«een steaming energetically np and down their chosen fighting 
position, evidently impatient to participate in the fray." 

Next morning the Keoknk snnk, having been kept afloat 
daring the night by means of her pomps ; and during the day, 
Admiral Dnpont, feeling convinced of the "utter impractica- 
bility of taking the city of Charleston with the force under his 
command," determined not to renew the fight. He, therefore, 
recrossed the bar, and, on the 12th, the whole fleet, except the 
New Ironsides, returned to Port Boyal. 

Immediately after the engagement, Beauregard issued the 
following congratulatory order to his troops: 

HajJDquJksiSBB, Depabtmsnt of South Gaboldia, Gboboia, ahdi 
Flobida, GHAHLBnxxN, S. C, April 10, 1868. ) 

The commanding general is gratified to have to announce 
to the troops the following joint resolutions unanimously 
adopted by the Legislature of the State of South Carolina : 

" Resolved, That the General Assembly reposes unbounded 
confidence in the ability and skill of the commanding general 
of this department, and the courage and patriotism of his brave 
soldiers, with the blessing of God, to defend our beloved city, 
and to beat back our vindictive foes. 

" Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor, be instructed 
to communicate this resolution to General Beauregard." 

Soldiers I the eyes of* your countrymen are now turned upon 
you on the eve of the second anniversary of the 18th of April, 
1861, when the sovereignty of the State of South Carolina was 
triumphantly vindicated within the harbor which we are now 
to defend. The happy issue of the action on the 7th instant — 
the stranded, riddled wreck of the iron-mailed Keokuk, her 
baffled coadjutors forced to retire beyond the range of our 
guns, have inspired confidence in the country that our ultimate 
success will be complete. An inestimably precious charge has 
been confided to your keeping, with every reliance on your 
manhood and enduring patriotism. 

By command of GENEBAL BEIA.IJBEQARD. 

Thoicas Jordan, Chief of Sta£ 

Jomir M. Otet, A. A. G. 
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It is a curious coincidence of war, says the Charleston Cou- 
rier^ that the commanders — Generals Beauregard and Kipley, 
Colonel Rhett, and Lieutenant-colonel Yates — with nearly all 
the garrison of Fort Sumter, are the same men who were the 
chief actors in the bloodless reduction of Fort Sumter in 1861, 
and who have now so gloriously and successfully repelled a 
formidable attack upon this famous fortress, while in their 
keeping. 

In the month of April, there was some question in the Con- 
federate Congress about changing the form and arrangement 
of their flag, and in reference to it, Beauregard, on the 24th of 
April, wrote to a friend : " Why change our battle flag, con- 
secrated by the best blood of our country on so many battle- 
fields? A good design for the national flag would be the 
present battle-flag as Union Jack, and the rest all white or all 
blue/' This idea was adopted by the Congress, on the Ist of 
May, and thenceforth the Confederate flag was a white field, — 
the length double the width, with the union to be a square of 
two-thirds the width of the flag, having the ground red, there- 
on a broad saltire of blue, bordered with white, and embla- 
zoned white mullets or five-pointed stars, corresponding in 
number to the Confederate States. 

The month of May passed without any important move- 
ments calling for General Beauregard's personal supervision. 
He went on a tour of inspection along the coast and in Florida, 
and returned to Charleston on the 11th of June. At that time 
he was visited by an English military officer of distinction, 
Lieutenant-colonel Fremantle, then having a three months' ran 
through the Southern States, and, from the published accoant 
given by that gentleman, we extract the following : 

" General Beauregard was extremely civil to me, and ar- 
ranged that I should see- some of the land fortifications to-mor- 
row. He spoke to me of the inevitable necessity, sooner or 
later, of a war between the Northern States and Great Britain ; 
and he remarked that, if England would join the South at 
once, the Southern armies, relieved of the present blockade, 
and enormous Yankee pressure, would be able to march right 
into the Northern States, and, by occupying their principal 
cities, would give the Yankees so much employment, that they 
would be unable to spare many men for Canada. He acknowl- 
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edged tbat in Mississippi Oeneral Orant had display^ un- 

comnion vigor, and met with considerable success He 

ooDsidered the question of ironclads verstis forts as settled, 
especially when the fire from the latter is plunging. If the 
other monitors had approached as close as the Keokuk, thej 
would probably have shared her fate. He thought that both 
flat-headed rifted 7-inch bolts, and solid 10-inch balls pene- 
trated the ironclads when within 1200 yards. He agreed 
#ith Oeneral Sipley that the 15-inch gun is rather a failure; 
it is BO unwieldy, that it can only be fired very slowly, and 
the velocity of Uie ball is so small that it is very difl9cult to 
ftrike a moving object. He said that Fort Sumter was to be 
covered, by degrees, with the long green moss which, in this 
country, hangs down from the trees ; and his opinion was that 
when diis was pressed, it would deaden the effisct of the shot 
without being infiammable. He added that, even if tlie walls 
of Fort Sumter were battered down, the barbette battery 
would still remain, supported on the piers. ... A caricature 
in a New York Illustrated paper, wherein President Davis and 
Oeneral Beauregard were depicted shoeless and in rags, con- 
templating a pair of boots, which the latter suggested had 
better be eaten, excited considerable amusement when shown 
to him and a party, at an excellent dinner one day. . . . Gen- 
eral Beauregard told me he had been educated in the North, 
and used to have many friends there, but that now he would 
sooner submit to the Emperor of China than return to the 
Union. . . . Before parting, he told me that his official orders, 
both ffom the government and from the town council, were, 
that he was to allow Charleston to be laid in ashes sooner than 
surrender it ; the Confederates being unanimous in their de- 
termination that, whatever happened, the capital of South 
Carolina should never have to submit to the fate of New Or- 
leans. But he did not at all anticipate that such an alterna- 
tive was imminent. In answer to my thanks for his kindness 
and courtesy, he said that the more Europeans that came to 
the South, the more the Southerners were pleased, as seeing 
was the only way to remove many prejudices. He declared 
every thing here was open and above board, and I really be- 
lieve this is the case." 
In the month of June renewed preparations were made by 
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the Federal authorities to take Charleston, and a change of 
naval and military commanders was made in the forces sent to 
work. Admiral Dahlgren was appointed to command the 
sea expedition, and General Gilmore the troops on land. Tliese 
lattur, since April, had established themselves on Folly Island, 
south of, and next to Morris Island, which is a strip of land 
fringing the ocean, and having a battery at its northern point, 
bearing directly on Fort Sumter, and the channel leading to 
the city. This battery was the goal aimed at by the enemy, 
and though several attempts had been made by tlie Confederate 
forces to dislodge him from the footing he had gained, they 
were unsuccessful. 

At Charleston, the force there had been greatly reduced by 
the Confederate authorities, under the idea that all was safe 
from further attacks of the enemy, and thus General Beaure- 
gard was left with inadequate means to provide against as- 
saults in no less than five difi\)rent directions. For a number 
of weeks the Federal troops had been busily engaged on Folly 
Island, working under cover of the night, and screened by 
carefully arranged brushwood during the day. In this man- 
ner, batteries were thrown up, and guns and mortars put in 
position. 

The attack upon Morris Island was at last made by the 
enemy on July 10th, and " after an engagement of three hours 
and a quarter all the strongholds upon that part of the island 
were captured, and the infantry pushed forward to within six 
hundred yards of Fort Wagner," while four monitors, under 
Admiral Dahlgren, engaged that fort, and the battery at 
Cummings' Point. 

The following is General Beauregard's official announcement 
of it: 

Gharlestok, July 18, 18S8. 
To General S. Cooper, Adjutant and Inspector-general : 

There is nothing new since yesterday. The enemy is en- 
gaged in establishing batteries fov long range-guns on the mid- 
dle of Morris Island, being aided by five monitors. Their 
wooden gunboats are firing on batteries Wagner and Gregg, 
on the north end of Morris Island. 

G. T. BEAUEBGARD. 
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The Bichmond Enquirer of the ISth gives the following of- 
fiqjal diBpatohes from General Beaaregard : 

CHAELwroir, July 10, 1668. 
To GrasAL CoGQPBB, A^JQtaDtandliuqpeetor^^enenl: 

At dark on the 10th, the enemy obtained posaeBsion of the 

Bonthem portion of Morris Island. Foar monitors engaged 

Battery Wagner and the battery at Oammings' Point lUl day 

without damage or casualties, but the losses in opposing the 

landing were severe. Tliree hundred were killed and wounded, 

including sixteen officers. The enemy's loss is evidently heavy. 

0. T. BBAUBBaABD. 

Chabubroh; July 10—11 :80 P. M. 
TdOkhkral Goqfeb,— 

The enemy has a threatening force on the lower front of 
James Island, along the Stono, and an attempt was made to 
destroy the Savannah Railroad bridge, but was foiled with the 
loBB of one steamboat. 

e. T. BEAUBBQABD. 

The events of the next four weeks may be summed up in a 
few lines ; for, to give any thing like details of what occurred 
during this remarkable siege of Charleston, would be to fill 
an entire volume by itself; and, moreover, can not be done 
consistently with the purpose of this biographical sketch. 
We can only, therefore, throw in occasionally some striking in- 
cidents that will serve to illustrate our subject. 

The remainder of the month of July, and the early part of 
A^ugust, were employed by the enemy in erecting siege-works, 
and mounting heavy siege-guns, preparatory to the bombard- 
ment of Fort Sumter, as it was found that Fort Wagner did 
not interfere with the engineer corps at work. Meanwhile Gen- 
eral Beauregard and the Mayor of Charleston issued another 
urgent appeal to the landed proprietors and others to send in 
their negroes for work on the fortifications; and the Governor 
of the State made an even stronger appeal. Tliere was, how- 
ever, much indifierence shown in promptly responding; and 
though an act of the Legislature had been passed, involving a 
penalty on refusal, many of the planters preferred paying it 
to allowing their negroes to be so employed. 
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On the 1 Ttli of August General Gilmoro opened his fire from 
about sixty pieces on Fort Sumter, while the fleet attacked 
Forts Gregg and Wagner. Tlie latter was completely silenced, 
and the fnrmer nearly so. Throughout the day this furious 
b<»mi)ar(hnent continued, and the shock of the rapid dis- 
charges trembling through the city, called hundreds of citizens 
to the battery, wharves, 6tee})le8, and various look-outs, where, 
with an interest never felt before, they gazed on a contest that 
might decide the fate of Charleston itself. Above Battery 
Wagner, bursting high in air, striking the sides of the work, 
or i»lunging into the beach, and thr(»wing up pillars of earth, 
were to be seen the quickly succeeding shells and round shot of 
the enemy's guns. Battery Gregg, at Cummings' Point, and 
Fort Sumter took part in the tliundering chorus. As the 
shades of evening fell upon the scene, the entire horizon ap- 
peared to be lighted up with the fitful flashings of the livid 
flames that shot out from monster guns on land and sea. 

Meanwhile some sharp correspondence had taken place be- 
tween Generals Beauregard and Gilmore, on the mode of car- 
rying on the war in that department, but it is too long to in- 
sert here. 

On the 21st of August, General Gilmore addressed to Gen- 
eral Beauregard a demand for the evacuation of Morris Island 
and Fort Sumter, and threatening, if not complied with, "in 
less than four hours, a fire would be opened on the city of 
Charleston, fi-om batteries already established within easy and 
efi\;ctive reach of the heart of the city. In the following night, 
and without further notice, fire was opened on the city from 
the Morris Island batteries. Twelve eight-inch shells fell in 
the city ; and several flew in the direction of St. Michaer& 
steeple; but fortunately no one was injured." 

To the demand of General Gilmore, General Beanregard re- 
plied at length, refusing to surrender. 

On the 24th of August, General Gilmore announced in dis- 
patches to Washington, that '' Fort Sumter was a shapeless and 
harmless mass of ruins." This appeared to be partly the case; 
but the following brief accounts of events, a few days after- 
wards, show that it was still in possession of the Confederates^ 
though Morris Island, Fort Wagner, and Battery Gregg had 
to be abandoned. 
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CHABLBBTOir, Sept 7, 1808. 

The bombardment was kept np without intermission all 
daj yesterday, and far into the night. About one hundred 
and fifty of our men were killed and wounded at Batteries 
Wagner and Gregg. 

The attempt to assault Battery Gregg was repulsed before 
the enemy had completed their landing. Great havoc is sup- 
posed to have been made in the enemy's boats by our grapd 
and canister. 

At dark on Monday, the enemy having advanced their sap- 
pers up to the very moat of Wagner, and it being impossible 
to hold the island longer, General Beauregard ordered its 
evacuation, which was executed between 8 p. m., and 1 a. m., 
with success. We spiked the guns of Wagner and Gregg, and 
withdrew noiselessly in forty barges. Only one barge, con- 
taining twelve men, was captured. 

The enemy now holds Cummings' Point, in full view of the 
city. 

All quiet this morning. 

Chaeleston, Sept. 7, Noon. 

A dispatch from Major Stephen Elliot, commanding at Fort 
Sumter, announces that a flag of truce, demanding the imme- 
diate surrender of that fort, has just been received from Ad- 
miral Dahlgren by Lieutenant Brown, of the steamer Palmetto 
State. 

General Beauregard has telegraphed to Major Elliot to 
reply to Dahlgren that he can have Fort Sumter when he 
takes it and holds it, and that in the mean time such demands 
are puerile and nnbecoming. 

Charlbbton, Sept 7, 8 p. m. 
At 6 o^clock r. m. the ironclads and nionitors approached 
Fort Sumter closer than usual and opened a hot fire against it 
Our batteries on Sullivan's Island, including those of Fort 
Moultrie, replied heavily. The firing is still going on, 

Charleston, Sept 9, 1863. 

Genfbal CooPFTEt — Last night thirty of tlie launches of the 

enemy attacked Fort Sumter. Preparations had been made 

for the event. At a concerted signal, all the batteries bearing 

on Sumter, assisted by one gun-boat and a i*am, were thrown 
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open. Tlie enemy was repulsed, leaving in our hands one 
hundred and thirteen prisoners, including thirteen officers. 
We also took four boats and three colors. 

G. T. BEAUREGABD. 

Ghableston, Sept 9, 1868. 

The enemy is silent to-day. General Beauregard refuses to 
have any communication with the Yankee flag of truce until 
an explanation is given of their firing on our truce boats. 

We took the original flag of Fort Sumter which Major An- 
derson was compelled to lower, and which Dahlgren had 
hoped to replace. 

ClIABLESTON, Sopt 10, 1863. 

Tliere was no firing last night except from our batteries. 
The enemy is working hard on Morris Island. All is quiet 
this morning. 

After this repulse of the Federals in their last attack upon 
" the shapeless and harmless mass of ruins" of Fort Sumter, 
but little more was done during the year by the enemy, ex- 
cept bombarding the forts, and shelling Charleston at iutervals 
during day and night, until such became so customary to the 
citizens, says a foreign writer visiting the place, that it no 
longer produced the fear and dismay it formerly did. 

During this period, Beauregard paid a just tribute to the 
Confederate navy, in an official order, as follows : 

EDeadquabtebs, Department of South CABOLDrA,) 

Geobgia, and Florida, V 

Chableston, S. C, Oct. 28, 18S8. ) 

The commanding general feels it his duty to publish to the 
forces and to the country the names of the stout-hearted offi- 
cers and men of the Confederate States navy, who, on the 
night of the 5th inst., assailed and so nearly destroyed the 
United States ironclad steam frigate. New Ironsides, at her 
moorings off Morris Island. Lieutenant Wm. T. Glassell, 
Acting Assistant Engineer J. H. Toombs, Pilot Wm. Cannon, 
Fireman James Sullivan, were volunteers for the service, 
which they executed with a skill and coolness commensurate 
with their daring. Their country cannot forget their brave 
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endeavor, thongh nnsuccessfal, and it will surely inspire offi- 
cers and men of both arms of the service to emulate tliem. 

They have shown what foar resolute men can accomplish. 
The example must not be barren. 

By command of 

General BEAUBESQ ABD. 
Thomas Jobiun, Chief of Stalt 

The year 186S now closed with nothing more of importance 
to record concerning Beauregard's movements. Carefully 
attentive to the duties of his post, he appears to have been al- 
ways present at official headquarters, unless away visiting 
other portions of his department. In February, 1864, he was 
at Savannah ; and, in the early part of March, in Florida, 
where he issued a proclamation, dated from near Baldwin, 
having reference to deserters from the Confederate army, and 
ordering all others who were bound to give military service, 
and yet evaded it on account of their families needing their 
personal attention, to do such work, for just pay, in the dis- 
trict, as would be of material help to the cause. 

At this time occurred the death of his wife at New Orleans, 
on the 2d of March, 1864, and in referring to her, the New 
Orleans papers pay a very high tribute of respect and esteem 
to her memory. 

It appears that General Beauregard was not able to attend 
the funeral ; but the following letter was afterwards sent Ky 
him to express his obligations for the general sympathy 
shown : 

Chablbston, March 28, 1864. 

Gkntlkmen : — Accept for yourselves, and for the other offi- 
cers and soldiers from Louisiana, who met with you at Mobile, 
on the 19th instant, my heartfelt thanks for the lofty and 
touching sentiments expressed in the resolutions you were 
pleased to pass on the occasion of the sad event which has 
torn from me a most dear and beloved wife, and from the State 
to which she belonged, one of its brightest jewels and orna- 
ments. Mrs. Beauregard died a martyr to our cause. Her 
continued and long separation from the chosen one of her 
heart, under the trying circumstances she had to pass through, 
was more than her careworn and enfeebled condition could 
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ciulure. Yet she departed not from life without giving utter- 
ance to her undiminished devotion to that noble cause^ and to 
her unshaken faith in its ultiniate triumph. She was a true 
and fervent patriot. The foul breath of even the most vUe 
among the vilest of our enemies never could taint the pure 
atmosphere that surrounded her. 

How bright, how glorious I would deem the day on which 
it were given to me, at the head of my brave, and so hard- 
tried compatriots, to rescue, with her hallowed grave, the noble 
State that bestowed such honors upon her remains, from the 
footsteps of the foe who pollutes them by his presence. "With 
sincere esteem, and sincere acknowledgments, 

I remain yours, very truly, 

G. T. BEAUREGABD. 
Mfljor Hy. St. Paul, Captain J. T. Purvks, 

Lieatenant Ohables Arroto, Oommittee, Mobile, Ala. 

In the month of April, the Confederate authorities deemed 
it advisable to strengthen their forces in North Carolina and 
around Richmond, and accordingly the valuable services of 
General Beauregard were called into requisition from Charlee- 
ton. On the 2l8t he passed through Wilmington with a large 
body of troops, and assumed command of the district on the 
south and east of Kichmond. General Butler, at the same 
time, prepared to advance upon Richmond by the James river, 
and on the 6th of May landed a large body of troops at City 
Point, and Bermuda Hundred. On the 7th, he struck for the 
Petersburg and Richmond railroad, and succeeded in destroy- 
ing a bridge seven miles from the former place, thus giving 
some hopes to the Federals that they had effectually got into 
the rear of the Confederate capital. But, on the 16th of Hay, 
General Beauregard, from Petersburgh, suddenly fell upon 
his forces, in a fog, and drove him back to his original position 
on the James river. In speaking of this fight the Richr 
mond Examiner says, " It was^ dunng the time it lasted^ one 
of the most terrific combats that has been known. Confederate 
valor never had a more splendid illustration." This was fol- 
lowed up, in a few days, by renewed attacks on the enemy's 
lines, especially when it became known to Beauregard that 
General ''Baldy" Smith's corps, and a part of Qilmore's, had 
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left Botler to remforee Granti then advandng towards the 
Obickahomtnj. 

On the 2d of Jane, at 3 A. m., Beauregard made a heavy at- 
tack upon the Federals' advanced line of rifle-pits, near Ware- 
bottona Church, and succeeded in capturing the peeition, with 
about one hundred prisoners. A few days afterwards, how- 
ever, the Northern army, under Qrant^ Meade, and . Butler, 
were all across the James river, and Petersburg besieged. 
Beauregard had already taken measures for its sure defence; 
but on some of the first shells from the enemy entering the 
town, and striking a private dwelling, he sent a flag of truce 
to know why shelling was commenced without giving due 
notice to the non-combatants. General Grant replied, as is 
reported, that he did not know he was so near the city, and 
would cease shelling until further notice. If this l>e correctly 
stated, it displays an instance of great humanity on the part 
of General Grant, which we feel pleasure in recording. 

Towards the end of June, the Oonfederate army was posted 
in every part of the outer and inner defences of Petersburg, 
and thence to Bichmond ; Generals Hill and Longstreet camped 
in front of the enemy's advanced lines, — General Lee as com- 
mander-in-chief, acting on the left — and General Beauregard 
holding the town. And here we can well leave him for the 
incidents of the next few weeks, as our space forbids dwelling 
upon them in detail; and, moi-eover, they are related, prin- 
cipally, in the sketch already given of General Lee. 

On the 3d of October, General Beauregard was assigned to 
the command of two military departments, and the troops 
therein, known as the department of Tennessee and Greorgia, 
and the department of Alabama, Mississippi and East 
Louisiana. 

He immediately proceeded to the West, first visiting Gov- 
ernor Brown, at Milledgeville ; and then, via Columbus, 
Georgia, on the 7th, Opelika, and Montgomery the next day, 
Talladega, Alabama, on the 10th, and Jacksonville on the 
14th, where he joined Hood's army, and then issued an earnest 
appeal to the people to come forward and support renewed 
efforts to drive the enemy from the South. 

It would, however, appear that Beauregard's position now 
was not so much that of a general in the field, as a military 



256 BOUTHERN OENEBAL8. 

director, and commander-in-chief over the western depart- 
ments. In some correspondence to the Charleston Mercury 
we find it stated that he could not take direct control of either 
Ilood's or Taylor's armies, but merely order them from one 
point to the other, as he deemed advisable. What those move- 
ments were is of so recent a date that we need not refer to 
them more than to say, that their great object was frustrated 
by General Schofield's victory over the Confederates at Kash- 
ville, Tennessee, and Sherman's grand march through Georgia, 
towards Savannah. This latter, probably induced the author- 
ities at lliclimond to recall Beauregard from the West, to su- 
perintend the defences at that place ; for we find it stated in 
the liichmorid Dispatch^ December 12th, that he was there in 
conjunction with Generals Hardee, G. W. Smith, and R. Tay- 
lor; and about that time oflScial orders extended his de- 
partment 80 as to include South Carolina and the Atlantic sea- 
board of Georgia. 

When Savannah was surrounded by the Federal forces, a 
flag of truce was, on December 17th, sent in by General Sher- 
man, demanding the surrender of the city, and, on the next 
day, a reply was given by General Beauregard, refusing to 
comply with the demand. But, on Monday, the 19th, the city 
was evacuated ; and on the 2'2d we find Beauregard again at 
Charleston, notifying the Confederate authorities at Kichmond, 
that " the enemy, eight hundred strong, had occupied Pollard,'* 
an important station at the junction of the M(»bile and Great 
Northern and Alabama and Florida railroads, about seventy 
miles north of Mobile. 

On the 7th of January, 1865, he was at Macon, Georgia, and 
sent to Bichmond, Hood's official report of the last battle in 
front of Nashville, on December 16th ; also additional reports 
from that general, dated Tupelo, January 6th. 

We now close our hurried sketch of this bold, fearless, and 
skilful genera], with the following lines, copied from the 
Wilmington Courier: — 

When war-clouds gathered about our land; 
And out of the North came a hostUe band, 
Threatening the South with her deadly wrath. 
He stood like a fire-brand in their path ; 
And the Northmen found that the fight went hai^ 
When thej met our gallant Beauregard. 
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When the battle ragee fierce and high, . 
And the rattling shot like hailstones fly, 
When the booming cannon roar and swell, 
And the air is filled with bursting shell, 
He's foremost there on the blood-drenched sward. 
And the cry is " On with Beauregard." 

Like magic sx>ark of Promethean fire, 
His very name doth the soul inspire ; 
And a thousand voices loud and strong. 
Shout as he rideth the ranks along, 
Waving the banner starred and barred, 
" To glory or death with Beauregard I" 

Well may the enemy quake with fear, 

Whene'er that terrible name they hear, 

"Mid the dash of waves and cannons roar; 

They heard it on Carolina's shore. 

When Sumter, blackened, smoked and scarred, ' 

Fell to our valiant Beauregard. 

That fearftil day on Manassas plain, 
'Twas thundered forth in their ears again. 
When madly over the heapn of dead. 
The panic^ricken hirelings fled, 
Cursing the hour that e'er they war*d 
With the lion-hearted Beauregard. 

On the crimson field of Shiloh, too. 

When the shells like shrieking demons flew, 

When the lurid smoke obscured the air. 

And havoc and death were every where. 

We drove them back from the blood-stiJned sward. 

The cry was still for Beauregard. 

There is a page in the book of fame- 
On it is written a single name, 
In letters of gold, on spotless white, 
Encircled with stars of quenchless light ; 
Never a blot that page hath marred, 
And the star-wreathed name is Beauregard. 
17 
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they paid the greatest attention, and IJins brongbt them np to 
be persons of superior nnderstandiog. Among the sons, 
Joseph was the yoangest, receiving the rudiments of edncation 
in Abingdon difitrict, where his father had been appointed, 
jodge. At school, he was noted as a boy of qnick parts and a 
bold, enterprising disposition. He was, also, possessed of 
great fortitude, and calm endurance, as was evinced at one 
time, when, by an accident, his arm was broken, he submitted 
to the setting of the limb with the most stoical composure, 
and with equal patience bore the after confinement necessary 
to his sitaation. These traits of character, coupled with his 
father's past reminiscenses of a military life, no doubt led to 
his adoption of the army for a profession. In 1829, he 
graduated at West Point with grest credit, and was imme* 
diately assigned to the Fourth Artillery, as brevet Second* 
lieutenant He remained there until 1836, when he was ap- 
pointed First-lieutenant and Assistant Commissary of Sub- 
sistence. In 1838 he was made Fir8^1ieutenant of Topo- 
graphical Engineers, and, in that capacity, served throughout 
the Florida war. There he greatly distinguished himself by 
his coolness and bravery, during the whole time. It is related 
of him that, ^^on one occasion having been sent, under the 
escort of a party of infantry, to make a survey or reconnois- 
sance of a region which lay around a lake, and having crossed 
the lake in boats, the party was waylaid by an ambuscade of 
Indians, and all its officers killed or disabled at the first fire. 
Tlie men were thrown into complete confusion, and were in 
imminent dai^er of destruction, when Lieutenant Johnston 
took command, and by bis coolness and determination suc- 
ceeded in rescuing them. He laid hold of a small tree with 
one hand, and, standing boldly out in face of the whole fire of 
the savages, called upon the men to rally and form upon him. 
Tliey immediately returned to their duty and resumed the ac- 
tion, a perfect volley of balls sweeping around. At last one 
struck Johnston immediately above the forehead and passed 
backward over the skull, without fracturing the brain, and he 
fell, but the troops had caught so much of his spirit that they 
repulsed the enemy and carried ofif the wounded in safety." 
For this, and other good service during the Florida war, he 
was brevetted captain, and in September, 1846, became a full 



260 SOUTHERN GENERALS. 

captain by seniority. On February 16th, 1847, he was bre- 
vetted a lieutenant-colonel of voltigeurs and sailed with the 
expedition of General Scott to Mexico. After the capture of 
Vera Cruz, on the advance to Cerro Gordo, he made a most 
daring reconnoissance, wherein he was severely, and, as was 
thought at the time, mortally wounded. He recovered, how- 
ever, sufficiently to resume his command, and bear part in 
the concluding battles of that war. He distinguished himself 
at Molino del Rey, and was again wounded at Chapultepec. 
In this latter engagement, General Scott says of him: ** Be- 
sides Generals Pillow, Quitman, Shields, Smith, and Cadwal- 
ader, the following are the officers and corps most distin- 
guished in those brilliant operations: the vol tigeur regiment, 
in two detachments, commanded, respectively, by Colonel 
Andrews, and Lieutenant-colonel Johnston — the latter mostly 
in the lead, accompanied by Major Caldwell (etc.) — the former 
the first to plant a regimental color, and the latter among the 
first in the assault." It is reported that General Scott should 
further say of him "Johnston- is a great soldier, but he has an 
unfortunate knack of getting himself shot in nearly every en- 
gagement." This was undoubtedly a high testimony to his 
merits as a brave soldier ; and, for his gallant and meritorious 
conduct, he was several times brevetted. 

At the close of the Mexican war he was retained as captain 
in the Topographical Engineers, and, at a later date, was made 
a full colonel in the regular army. In June, 1860, he was 
placed at the head of the quartermaster's department, with the 
rank of brigadier-general, and was in that post when the pres- 
ent national strife commenced. At that time he had a great 
reputation for capacity and probity, and was highly esteemed ; 
but he felt bound to join the service of his native State, when 
Virginia seceded, and was immediately appointed to a high 
command by Governor Letcher. When, however, the Vir- 
ginia forces became absorbed in the general army of the 
Southern Confederacy, he received a direct commission from 
President Davis as Major-general, and proceeded to take com- 
mand of the forces at Harper's Ferry, then temporarily under 
the control of Colonel " Stonewall" Jackson. 

On the 23d of May, 1861, General Johnston assumed com- 
mand of what was then called the army of the Shenandoah, 
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ind, after a complete reconnoisaance of Harper's Ferrj and 
environs, he decided that the place was untenablci and, there- 
fore, determined to withdraw his troops to Winchester. At 
this time General Patterson was advancing, with a strong 
Northern force, from Pennsylvania and Maryland, into Vir- 
ginia, and it was supposed that an attempt woald be made bj 
Uiat general to form a junction in. the Bhenandoah valley with 
General McClellan, then advancing towards Winchester fromt 
the western parts of Virginia. To prevent this junction, 
therefore, was most desirable, and, accordingly, on the 18th of 
June, General Johnston abandoned Harper's Ferry, after first 
burning the railroad bridge and such buildings as were likely 
to prove most useful to the enemy. On the 14th, while on his 
march up the valley, he learned that Patterson's forces had 
crossed the Potomac at Williamsport, and, consequently, it 
would be necessary to arrest the onward movement by taking 
up a strong position between the Federal army and Winches- 
ter. This was done at Banker's Hill, on the Martinsbui|; 
turnpike, and with what result We have already seen in our 
sketch of General Jackson's life. Patterson feU back across 
the river, and Johnston pursueJi his way unmolested towards 
Winchester. 

In the early part of July, Patterson made other attempts to 
entangle Johnston, and, by feints, to detain him in that part 
of the valley, so as to prevent the union of his forces with those 
of Beauregard, then strongly encamped on the plains of Ma- 
nassas. But Johnston saw through this, and skilfully avoided 
being caught. Keeping his own designs very secret, he made 
several feint movements, completely deceiving the enemy to 
the last moment; and, when, on the 18th of July, he received 
a dispatch from Eichmond stating that the Northern army, 
under McDowell, was advancing upon Manassas, he acted upon 
the discretionary power given him, and immediately advanced 
to join Beauregard. His own words are, "It was found to 
be necessary either to defeat General Patterson, or to elude 
him." The latter course was the most speedy and certain, and 
was, therefore, adopted. The sick were provided for in Win- 
chester ; and for the defence of that place, should the enemy 
follow, as was expected, the militia of Generals Carson and 
Meem, seemed ample. Colonel Stuart, with the cavalry, was 
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Bent on in advance to guard the way, and on the 19th, the 
whole army (except a portion under Kirby Smith, that fol- 
lowed quickly after) moved through Ashby's gap to Pied- 
mont, a station of the Manassas Gap railroad. Hence, the 
infantry proceeded by the cars, — the cavalry continuing the 
march by road, — and reached Manassas about noon of July 
20th. There, though ranking Beauregard, he very consider- 
ately and generously yielded the seniority, so as not to disturb 
any of the plans of battle already formed, and, consequently, 
Beauregard retained supreme command on the field, while 
Johnston cordially and effectively supported him. The fol- 
lowing day, July 21st, was fought the great battle which has 
been already alluded to and described in previous sketches. 
Bull Run will exist forever, on historic ground, as memorable 
for more than one severe conflict between the forces of the 
North and South, in which the former have been defeated. 
But we can only touch upon it now to say that, in all the dis- 
positions of the battle, Beauregard submitted them first for 
approval to Johnston. At half past eight in the morning. 
General Johnston moved his headquarters to a more central 
position, where he could watch the course 'of events, but soon 
after ten o'clock, — no longer able to remain in the back- 
ground, — ^he set out for the advanced lines, gallantly charge 
ing to the front with the colors of the Fourth Alabama by his 
side, all the field officers of that regiment having been pre- 
viously disabled. Beauregard,' however, earnestly persuaded 
him to retire, and this, reluctantly, he did, afterwards so direct- 
ing and ordering the reserves, that his valuable services proved 
most effectual towards the successful issue of the day. When 
Brigadier-general Kirby Smith arrived about 3 p. M., with the 
remainder of his troops, he personally directed them to the 
right of the enemy where they could be most efficient, and 
where, indeed, their arrival produced that final repulse of the 
enemy which resulted in a total defeat. 

After the battle of Manassas, the army remained in camj 
with nothing of importance concerning it to relate, as coi 
nected with General Johnston, until the following March. 

The personal appearance and characteristics of Geuer 
Johnston, at this time, have been thus described: ^^He 
about five feet eight or nine inches in height, of good for 
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rery ereetj a bandaome face, fhiek monstaehe and beard, soine- 
wbat sprinkled witb wbite. Hie bair is sligfatlj gray. JBGui 
organs of benevolence and Teneration are extremelj large; 
and bis eye is very fnll and large. He sbonld talk well, and 
speak fluently. He bas tbe decided advantage over JBamr»* 
iprd in appearance. Every thing about bins — bis bearing, 
styled dress, and even his most careless attitudes — betoken 
Ae btgb-toned and spirited soldier, who loves his profession, 
and whose sovl revels in tbe din and uproar of the battlefield. 
Intellectoally, he is the equal of any of tbe generals in the 
anny* His reports are written with great vigor and a degree 
€i elegance which shows that, in the turmoil of the camp, he 
is not unmindful of die graces of literature. As a strategist, 
lie enjoys a very high reputation among military men. He is 
also considered one of the best filters in the army; but his 
general manners are rather quiet and dignified.'' 

In the early part of February, 1869, Genisral Johnston issued 
a stirring appeal to the soldiers, on the re-enlistment question, 
which had much of the effect desired, and filled the ranks that 
bad been thinned by expired service. A portion of tiiat ap» 
peal, incidentally, referred to some new movement of the 
army ; and tbe next month saw the plains of Manassas evac- 
uated for the purpose of taking up another position further 
south, on tbe line of tbe Kappahannock and tbe Bapidan. 
The reasons publicly assigned for this, were that " it was a 
strategic necessity, and was the surest means of defeating the 
grand objects of the enemy, and insuring the success of the 
Confederate cause." The truth is, that it was known a large 
portion of the Northern array intended to try and reach Eich- 
mond by way of the Peninsula from Yorktown. General 
Johnston, therefore, having been left to his own discretion in 
the matter, wisely determined to change his base of operations 
on the Potomac, to one where he could be within supporting 
distance of the army around Eichmond and on the Peninsula. 
Ilis new line, therefore, was one purely defensive. It stretched 
from the Eappahannock, by a grand circle, to Cumberland 
gap, in the extreme southwestern comer of the State; em- 
bracing the Central and the Virginia and Tennessee railroads, 
the chief cities of Virginia, the valley of the James, with its 
canal and railroads, within the circumference. This position 



264 SOUTHERN GENERALS. 

was assumed in consequence of the great preparations made in 
the North to invade the South ; and the spirited address of 
General McClellan at that time, to his troops, clearly indi- 
cated a determination to carry on the war most vigorously and 
more energetically than had yet been done. 

On the 14th of March, McClellan assumed command of the 
" Army of the Potomac," having been relieved from the 
general superintendence of all the military departments, and, 
in addressing his soldiers, he says: "The moment for action 

has arrived. The period of inaction has passed In 

whatever direction you may move, however strange my actions 
may appear to you, ever bear in mind that my fate is linked 
with yours, and that all I do is to bring you, where I know 
you wish to be — on the decisive battlefield." What his plans 
were is well known, and has been ably spoken of by the Prince 
de Joinville, who accompanied McClellan, and afterwards 
published a small work on the campaign. To attack Rich- 
mond by the water line was his great desire; and it was this 
that General Johnston, with keen-sighted policy, prepared for. 
The authorities at Richmond also adopted every measure 
necessary to meet the enemy on his new battle-ground. The 
capital was, of course, the principal object to be considered, 
and General Lee was summoned from the South to take mili- 
tary control of all its defences. 

On the 17th of March, General McClellan began to forward 
his troops from Alexandria, by transports, to Fort Monroe, 
and when he, himself, departed, it was with the expectation 
that General McDowell, with the rest of the great army would 
promptly follow. This, however, did not occur. It was found 
that, though Manassas had been evacuated by the Confederates, 
they were in far greater force in the Shenandoah Valley, 
where Jackson was heroically fighting, and in the front of the 
advanced Northern line of occupation in Virginia, than was 
before supposed. Consequently, some dread was entertained 
that Washington itself might be in danger, if left unprotected, 
and, accordingly, McDowell was detained for that purpose. 
All this was known to General Johnston, who, however, kept 
his own designs quite secret, even ''shutting out his army 
from all intercourse with the public." Thus, when Yorktown 
was besieged in April, Magruder,. in command there, was rein- 
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foreed from Jdraston's army without delay or diffictdty. John* 
aton himself went thither, and eameatly addreseed the troops, 
calling upon them ^^to nae every exertion to defeat Uie 
Korthem invaders.'' But events prov^ that such was not to 
be done at Yorktown, nor, afterwards, at TVIlliamsbnrg. On 
the 4th of Kay» Yorktown was evacuated by the Confederates, 
after, it is said, a nnanimons opinion on the part of President 
Davis, General Lee (both having visited the place for the 
purpose), and Oeneral Johnston, that McOlellan, by his ar» 
rangements, had made the place untenable. Magruder dis* 
sented from this view, but yielded to the judgment of the 
others. 

Gteneral Johnston now retreated upon Williamsburg, hotly 
pursued by the victorious federals, but here he determined to 
impede their advance by giving battle. On the fith of May 
was fought the battle of Williamsburg, and on the next day 
the city was occupied by the Federal troops, Johnston gradu- 
ally retiring towards Bichmond. On the 8th he was at Bar- 
hamsville, and sent an official letter to Bichmond, notifying 
the landing of the enemy at West Point, under cover of their 
gunboats. This movement appears to have been foreseen by 
Johnston, and is the key to his motives for withdrawing to the 
defences of Richmond, which now required all the available 
force that could be collected there. On the 19th, he occupied 
a line in the vicinity of the capital, so as to cover all the river 
batteries; and, a day or two afterwards, the advance of the 
Northern army came within seven miles of the city. The 
preparations now made to repel the enemy have already been 
touched upon in our sketch of General Lee, We will there- 
fore confine ourselves to what belongs merely to Johnston's 
personal doings. 

On the 27th of May he sent a dispatch to Oeneral Jackson, 
(then in the Shenandoah Valley) wherein are the following 
importa&t passages, having reference to the army movements 
at that time : 

Hbadquabtees Dbpabtment of NOBTHBIUr VlROnflA, ) 
May 27, 1862, 9 o'clock 16 min. ^ 
To Oknbral T. J. Jackson : 

Gknsral — I have just received your letter of yesterday by 
Lieutenant Boswell. A copy of a dispatch telegraphed by 
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that officer from Staunton reached me this morning. After 
reading, I wrote to you by a special messenger, suggesting a 
movement threatening Washington and Baltimore, miless the 
enemy still has in your vicinity force enough to make it rash 
to attempt it. He has no force beyond the Potomac to make 
it dangerous; only what he has on this side need be con- 
sidered. 

You cannot, in your present position, employ such an army 
as yours upon any enterprise not bearing directly upon the 
state of things here, either by preventing the reinforcements to 
McClellan's army, or by drawing troops from it by divisions. 
These objects miglit be accomplished by the demonstrations 
proposed above, or by a movement upon McDowell, although 
I fear that by the time this reaches you it will be too late for 
either. The most important service you can render the 
country is the preventing the further strengthening of McClel- 
lan's army. If you find it too late for that, strike the most 
important body of the enemy you can reach. You compel me 
to publish orders announcing your success so often that yoa 
must expect repetition of expressions. 

Yours very truly, 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 

P. S. — It is reported this evening that McDowell is moving 
this way from Fredericksburg. It is probable. 

J. E. JOHNSTON. 

On the day but one after, he issued an address to his armj 
" on the brilliant success won by the skill and courage of the 
generals and troops in the Valley," and calling upon his own 
soldiers ^^ to emulate the deeds of their noble comrades there, 
so as to make illustrious in history the part they would soon 
have to act in the impending drama." Having ascertained 
that the enemy was encamped on the inner side of the Chieka- 
hominy,, near the Williamsburg road, not far from a place 
called the Seven Pines, he determined to attack McClellan'B 
advance without delay. Written orders were dispatched to 
the Confederate generals in command, and verbal instructions 
given to General Longstreet, then near headquarters. 

On Friday night. May 30th, a thunderstorm of unusual 
violence shook the heavens, and rain fell so heavily that the 
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whole ftee of the conntiy wm deluged widi water. The men 
in camp were ezpoied to all the violence of the storm, and 
the roads were rendered almost impassabte with mnd Tery 
deep. The enemy were even w<»8e off, for the bottom lands 
at the head of the Chickahominy were flooded, and the stream 
itself was mnch swollen. Early in the morning of the Slst, 
however, it was mmored that Johnston intended attacking the 
enemy's left, and that because, as the bridges were washed 
away, it would prevent McClellan sending reinforcements to 
this portion of his army. The movement began between six 
and eight o'clock a. m., Longstreet and Hill in the advance, 
toiling through the mire on the Williamsbu];g road. The plan 
of operation was as follows : 

*^ General Hill, supported by the division <^ Oenml Long- 
street (who had the direction ot operations on the right), was 
to advance by the Williamsbnrg road to attack the enemy in 
front; Gbneral Huger, with his division, was to move down 
the Charles City road, in order to attack in flank the troops 
who might be engaged with Hill and Longstreet, unless be 
fonnd in his front force enough to occupy the division. 
General Smith was to march to the junction of the New-bridge 
road and the Nine-mile road, to be in readiness either to fall 
on Keyes' right flank, or to cover Longstreet's left." 

As the troops marched on, the heavens were surcharged with 
cloads, and raindrops fell thickly. In the front were dense 
woods, on marshy ground, the water in many places being two 
feet deep. Yet, " through all this, the regiments slowly ad- 
vanced, while the artillery endeavored to follow. Horses 
were lashed and goaded. Artillerymen were up to their mid- 
dle in mire, tugging at long ropes, and trying to get on, but 
their progress was very slow indeed. The gullies, holes, pools, 
and rocks, threatened to capsize them at every turn." 

These, and other causes, delayed the attack on the enemy 
until about 2 p. m., when Longstreet, finding Hnger's division 
had not come up as expected, opened the engagement, alone, 
with artillery and skirmishers. By three o'clock it became 
close and heavy. Meantime, General Johnston had placed 
himself on the left^ with the division of General G. W. Smith, 
that he might be on a part of the field where good observation 
could be made of any counter-movement on the side of the 
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enemy. But, owing to the dense state of the atmosphere, the 
first sound of tiring on the right did not reach him, and it was 
4 p. M. when news came of Longstreet's vigorous attack. John- 
ston then ordered forward the whole of Smith's division, and 
the battle now became general. What followed may be best 
related in General Johnston's own words, as given in his official 
report. He says : 

*'The principal attack was made by Major-general Long- 
street, with his own and Major-general D. H. Hill's divisions 
— the latter mostly in advance. Hill's brave troops, admirably 
commanded and gallantly led, forced their way through the 
abattis, which formed the enemy's external defences, and 
stormed their intrenchments by a determined and irresistible 
rush. Such was the manner in which the enemy's first line 
was carried. The operation was repeated with the same gal- 
lantry and success as our troops pursued their victorious career 
through the enemy's successive camps and intrenchments. At 
each new position they encountered fresh troops belonging to 
it, and reinforcements brought on from the rear. Thus they 
had to repel repeated efforts to retake works which they had 
carried. But their advance was never successfully resisted. 

" Their onward movement was only stayed by the coming of 
night. By nightfall they had forced their way to the ' Seven 
Pines,' having driven the enemy back more than two miles, 
through their own camps, and from a series of intrenchments, 
and repelled every attempt to recapture them, with great 
slaughter. The skill, vigor, and decision, with which these 
operations were conducted by General Longstreet, are worthy 
of the highest praise. He was worthily seconded by Major- 
general Hill, of whose conduct and courage he speaks in the 
highest terms. 

*' Major-general Smith's division moved forward at four 
o'clock, Whiting's three brigades leading. Their progress was 
impeded by the enemy's skirmisliers, which, with their sup- 
ports, Were driven back to the railroad. At this point, Whit- 
ing's own and Pettigrew's brigades engaged a superior force of 
the enemy. Hood's, by my order, moved on to co-operate 
with Longstreet. General Smith was desired to hasten up 
with all the troops within reach. He brought up Hampton's 
and Hatton's brigades in a few minutes. 
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"The strength of the enemj^s poeitaon, howeyer, enabled 
him to hold it until dark. 

"About sunset, being struck from my horse, severely 
wounded by a fragment of a shell, I was carried from the 
field, and Major-general G. W. Bmiih succeeded to the com- 
mand. 

*^ He was prevented from resuming his attack on the enemy's 
position next morning, by the discovery of strong intrench^ 
ments not seen on the previous evening. His division bi* 
vouacked, on the night of the Blst, within musket-shot of the in- 
trenchments which they were attacking when darkness stayed 
the conflict The skill, energy, and resolution with which 
Major-general Smith directed the attack, would have secured 
success if it could have been made an hour earlier. 

" The troops of Longstreet and Hill passed the night of the 
Slst on the ground which they had won. The enemy were 
strongly reinforced from the north side of the Ohickahominy 
on die evening and night of the Slst The troops engaged by 
General 8mi^ were, undoubtedly, from the other side of the 
river. 

" On the morning of the let of June, the enemy attacked the 
brigade of General Pickett, which was supported by that of 
General Pryor. The attack was vigorously repelled by these 
two brigades, the brunt of the fight falling on General Pickett. 
This was the last demonstration made by the enemy. 

" Our troops employed the residue of the day in securing and 
bearing off the captured artillery, small-arms, and other prop- 
erty; and in the evening quietly returned to their own 
camps." 

The wound General Johnston received, came while he was in 
the front, ordering some new attack. A battery opened from 
a thicket, and a piece of shell struck him severely; at the same 
time a minie ball entered his shoulder and passed down his 
back. He fell from his horse, and broke two of his ribs, thus 
compelling him to leave the field, at the time, with little hope of 
recovery. He was taken back to the city, to the residence of 
a celebrated physician, who carefully attended him, and the 
streets, for squares around, were kept clear of vehicles so as to 
prevent his being disturbed. It was some weeks, however, be- 
fore he showed symptoms of recovery ; and, at the end of July, 
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ho left for Amelia Springs, to derive benefit from the. pure 
country air. 

For more than three months General Johnston was unable 
to attend to military duties. At length he was sufficiently 
restored to permit of his transacting business, though, ap- 
parently, not of resuming active duties in the field. In Sep- 
tember he was at Gordonsville and Culpepper on some private 
matten?, as reported, connected with the army ; but not until 
the beginning of November did he again come forward in pub- 
lic life. 

On the 24th of November he was assigned to the command 
of the West, in the following order : 

Adjtttakt and Insfbctor^eneral's Office,) 
Richmond, November 24, 1668. ) 
« « « -If « « « 

General J. E. Johnston, Confederate States army, is hereby 
assigned to the following geographical command, to wit: Com- 
mencing with the Blue Ridge of mountains, running through 
the western part of North Carolina, and following the line of 
said mountains through the northern part of Georgia to the 
railroad south of Chattanooga ; thence by that road to West 
Point, and down the west or right bank of the Chattahoochie 
river to the boundary of Alabama and Florida, following that 
boundary west to the Choctahatchie river, and down that river 
to Chatahatchie bay — including the waters of that bay — to the 
Gulf of Mexico. All that portion of country west of said line 
to the Mississippi river is included in the above command. 
General Johnston will, for the purpose of correspondence and 
reports, establish his headquarters at Chattanooga, or such 
other place as in his judgment will best secure facilities for ready 
communication with the troops within the limits of his com- 
mand, and will repair in person to any part of said command 
whenever his presence may, for the time, be necessary or de- 
sirable. 

******* 

By command of the Secretary of War, 

JOHN WITHERS, AAristant A^jutan^geiiflfaL 
His Excellency, the President, Bichmond, Ya. 

On the 29th of November, General Johnston left Richmond 
with his staff, and arrived at Chattanooga on the 4th of De- 
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ceinber. The next day he proceeded to Murfreesboro, and as* 
snnied command of the army, though, from physical inability, 
produced by his late wound, he was unable to do more than 
direct movements. At this time, President Davis was on a 
tour of inspection, and, in company with "General Johnston, 
visited Bragg's army. 

The organization of the army, under Oeneral Johnson, at 
the time he took command, was as follows: — General Bragg 
in command of the army of the Mississippi, located at Murfrees- 
boro, Teimessee, with Lieutetmnt-general Polk, commanding the 
right wing, and under him, Generals Buckner, Cheatham, Breck- 
inridge, etc. ; Lieutenant-general Kirby Smith, commanding the 
centre, located at Shelby ville, Tennessee; Lieutenant-general 
Hardee, commanding the left wing, also located at Shelby ville. 
Other detachments were under Generals R. Anderson, Pillow, 
Wheeler, Morgan, Forrest, and Stearns ; and the total amount 
of force was about 65,750 men. General Johnston, however, 
does not appear to have remained long at Murfreesboro, but 
visited other portions of his department, leading to the infer- 
ence that he was in command at Vicksburg. On the 26th of 
December, 1862, while at Jackson, Mississippi, in company 
with the President, who delivered an address before the legis- 
lature of Mississippi, General Johnston was called upon for a 
speech. " The scar-worn hero," says a report of the proceed- 
ings, " looked a little nervous, while the house rang with loud 
and prolonged applause. He rose and said : ' Fellow-citizens, — 
My only regret is that I have done so little to merit such a 
greeting. I promise you, however, that hereafter I shall be 
watchful, energetic, and indefatigable. in your defence.'" 

At the end of the year (1802) was fought the battle of Mur- 
fret'6l>oro, between Generals Bragg' and llosecrans, each claim- 
ing the victory, though the former retreated to Tullahoma. At 
the time, General Johnston appears to have been at Jackson, 
watching the movements of Sherman on Vicksburg, who had 
to retreat after an unsuccessful assault upon the city. General 
Gratit had also to be carefully followed in his operations; but 
General Johnston had some other duties now to perform, 
wliieh evidently placed him in a delicate position. President 
Davis had returned to Richmond, and there, it would seem, he 
was urged to remove General Bragg from his command. The 
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President, however, thought fit to consult General Johnston 
on the subject, and the following correspondence took place. 

Richmond, Va., Jannaiy 23, 1868. 
General J. E. Johnston, Chattanooga, Tenn. : 

As announced in my telegram, I address this letter to yea 
[explaining] the purpose for which I desire you to proceed 
promptly to the headquarters of General Bragg's army. 

•K* « « * « « . 

You will, I trust, be able by conversation with General 
Bragg and others of his command, to decide what the best in- 
terests of the service require, and give me the advice which I 
need at this juncture. As that army is a part of your com- 
mand no order will be necessary to give you authority there, 
as, whether present or absent, you have a right to direct its 
operations, and do whatever else belongs to the general com- 
manding. Very truly and respectfully yours, 

JEFF. DAVIS. 

TuLLAHOHA, FebruBij 12, 1868. 
Mr. President, — Since writing to yon on the 3d, I have seen 
the whole army. Its appearance is very encouraging, and 
gives positive assurance of General Bragg's capacity to com- 
mand. It is well clothed, healthy, and in fine spirits. The 
brigades engaged at Mnrfreesboro are now stronger than they 
were on the morning of the battle — mainly by the return of 
the absentees brought back by the general's vigorous system. 

My object has been to ascertain if the confidence of the 
troops in the ability of the army to beat the enemy is at all im- 
paired. 

I find no indication that it is less than when you were in its 
camps. 

While this feeling exists, and yon regard General Bragg as 
brave and skilful, the fact that some or all of the general 
ofiicers of the army, and many of the subordinates, think that 
you might give them a commander with fewer defects, cannot, 
I think, greatly diminish his value. To me it seems that the 
operations of this army in Middle Tennessee have been oon- 
dncted admirably. I can find no record of more effective 
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fighting in modem battles than that of this armj in December, 
evincing skill in the commander, and courage in the troops, 
which fally entitle them to the thanks of the Gk)vernment. 

In the early part of January, the country north of Oranada 
being considered impracticable, I directed Major-general Vanr 
Dorn to bring to General Bragg's aid the cavalry of the Mis- 
sissippi army, except such as Lientenant-general Pemberton 
considered necessary to him. 

«««««« 

I have been told by that they have advised you 

to remove General Bragg, and place me in command of this 
army. I am sure that you will agree with me, that the part I 
have borne in this investigation would render it inconsistent 
with my personal honor to occupy that position. I believe, 
however, that the interest of the service requires that General 
Bragg should not be removed. Most respectfully, your obedi- 
ent servant, 

J. B. JOHNSTON. 

It appears, however, that there was a determination on the 
part of the authorities at Richmond, to have General Johnston 
in active command on the field, as will appear from the fol- 
lowing extracts from his official reports. He says : 

" While on my way to Mississippi, where I thought my 
presence had become necessary, I received, in Mobile, on March 
12th, the following telegram from the Secretary of War, dated 
March 9. 

" ' Order General Bragg to report to the War Department 
for conference. Assume yourself direct charge of the army of 
Middle Tennessee.' 

" In obedience to this order, I at once proceeded to Tnlla- 
homa. On my arrival I informed the Secretary of War, by a 
telegram of March 19th, that General Bragg could not then be 
sent to Richmond, as he was ordered, on account of the critical 
condition of his family. 

"On the 10th of April, I repeated this to the President, and 
added, * Being unwell then, I afterwards became sick, and am 
not now able to serve in the field. General Bragg is, there- 
fore, necessary here.' On the 28th my unfitness for service in 
the field was reported to the Secretary of of War. 

18 
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" On the 9th of May I received, at Tnllahom'a, the following 
dispateli of the same date, from the Secretary of War : 

' Proceed at once to Mississippi and take chief command of 
the forces there, giving to those in the field, as far aB practica- 
ble, the encouragement and benefit of your pei-sonal direction/ 

"it is thus seen, that neitiier my orders nor my health 
permitted me to vijsit Mississippi after the 12th of March, un- 
til the time when I took direct charge of that departnjent." 

From the time General Johnston arrived at Tullahoma, . 
until the middle of April, communications by telegraph were 
received from General Pemberton, then at Vicksburg, indicat- 
ing that all attempts on that place were apparently aban- 
doned. But, on the 17th of April, news came that Grant had 
resumed vigorous operations, and that the Federal flotilla on 
the Mississippi was also actively engaged. These operations 
proved successful. Port Gibson was taken by the Federal 
forces on the first of May ; Grand Gulf was occupied, and 
General Grant began his march upon the Jackson and Yicks- 
burg railroad. It was time, therefore, that Johnston himself| 
however sick he might be, should be personally present on the 
scene. Accordingly, he reached Jackson on the night of the 
13th of May, and immediately assumed active command. 
On examination, he found matters very serious. His whole 
force there, even with expected reinforcements, would not 
amount to more than " eleven thousand," and Grant, with a 
powerful army, was rapidly approaching. Next morning, 
Thursday, May 14th, at an early hour, Johnston marc\^ed oat 
some eight miles southwest of Jackson, and met the forces of 
Grant advancing by the main road. A battle was fought, 
lasting for some time, and ending in the repulse of the Con- 
federates, and their evacuation of the city. At 2 p. m. John- 
ston retreated by the Canton road, by which alone lie conld 
form a junction with Pemberton, who was in the advanced 
front of Vicksburg. After marching six miles, the troops en- 
camped, and General Johnston then sent a dispatch to Pem- 
berton, advising and directing him what to do. But, on the 
morning of the 16th Pemberton was attacked by the enemy at 
Laker^s creek, near Edward's station, on the Vicksburg rail- 
road, and after nine hours' fighting, was compelled to fall 
back behind the Big Black river. On the 17th| Johnston 
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again tried to join Pemberton by marching in a direction in- 
timated by that general, but that i^ight it was ascertained he 
had retired within Vicksburg. The day after, General Jolin- 
ston had his headquarters near YernoUy close to the Big Black, 
and thence sent to Pemberton instructions to "hold out," 
until it might be seen if he could be relieved. At the same 
time he forwarded directions to General Gardner, at Port 
Iludson, to evacuate that place ; and, after dispatching these 
orders, he marched back to re-establish his line between Jack- 
son and Canton. There, for awhile, we will leave his military 
movements, and introduce some notice of liim from a visitor, 
who had come aci*oss tlie Atlantic to see what was going on in 
the Confederate States. We allude to Lieutenant-colonel Fre- 
mantle, from whom we have already quoted, and who says, at 
this particular time, after a difficult journey up the Mis- 
sissippi : 

"We left Jackson (Tuesday, 19th May) with the leading 
troops (of Confederates proceeding to join Johnston — Gr^jit 
having gone to Vicksburg), and next day, about 6 p. m., 

reached General Johnston's bivouac I presented my 

letters of introduction, .... and to me he was extremely 
affable, though he certainly possesses the power of keeping 
people at a distance when he chooses, and his officers evidently 
stand in great awe of him. lie lives very plainly, and at 
present his only cooking utensils consisted of an old coffeepot 
and fryiiigpan — both very inferior articles. There was only 
one fork (one prong deficient), between himself and staff, and 
this was handed to me, ceremoniously, as the 'guest' He has 
undoubtedly acquired the entire confidence of all the officers 
and soldiers under him. Many of the officers told me they 
did not consider him inferior, as a general, to Lee, or any one 
else. He told me that Vicksburg was certaii)ly in a critical 
situation, and was now closely invested by Grant. He said 
that he, himself, had 11,000 men with him, hardly any cav- 
alry,jand only sixteen pieces of cannon ; but, if he could get 
adequate reinforcements, he stated his intention of endeavor- 
ing to relieve Vicksburg On the following day I was 

received into his mess. Major Eustis and Lieutenant Wash- 
ington, officers of his staff, are thorough gentlemen, and did 
all in their power to make me comfortable. The first is a 
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Louisianian of wealth (formerly) ; and his negro always speaks 

Fi-eijcli I was presented to Captain Henderson, who 

commanded a corps of about fifty scoats. These are employed 
on the hazardous duty of hanging about the enemy's camps, 
collecting information, and communicating with Pemberton in 
Vickbburg. They are a fine looking lot of men, wild, and 
very picturesque in appearance. At noon a Yankee military 
surgeon came to camp. H> had been left behind by Grant to 
look after the Yankee's wounded at Jackson, and he was now 
anxious to rejoin his general by flag of truce, but General 
Johnston very prudently refused to allow this, and desired 
that he should be sent to the North, via Richmond. By a 
very sensible arrangement, both sides have agreed to treat 
doctors as non-combatants, and not to make prisoners of war 
of them. ... In the evening I asked General Johnston what 
prospect he thought there was of early operations, and he told 
me that at present he was too weak to do any good, and he 
was unable to give me any definite idea as to when he might 
be strong enough to attack Grant. . . . General Johnston is a 
very well read man, and agreeable to converse with. He told 
me that he considered Marlborough a greater general than 
Wellington. All Americans have an intense admiration for 
Napoleon ; and they seldom scruple to express their regret 
that he was beaten at Waterloo. Remarking upon the ex- 
treme prevalence of military titles. General Johnston said, 
'You must be astonished to find how fond all Americans are 
of titles, though they are republicans; and, as they can't get 
any other sort, they all take military ones. ... In the course 
of our long conversation, he told me that the principal evils 
which a Confederate general had to contend against, consisted 
in the difficulty of making combinations, owing to uncertainty 
about the time which the troops would take to march a cer- 
tain distance, on account of their straggling propensities. . . • 
He also said that Grant had displayed more vigor than he had 
expected, by crossing the river below Vicksburg, seking 
Jackson by vastly superior force, and, after cutting off com- 
munications, investing the fortress thoroughly, so as to take it, 
if possible, before a sufficient force could be got to relieve it. 
.... In reference to himself, he said that altogether be had 
been wounded ten times. He was the senior officer of the old 
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army who joined the Confederates. . . . Saturday, May 23d, 
Oeneral Johnston, Major Eustis, and myself, left Canton at 
6 A. M., on a locomotive for Jackson. On the way we talked 
a good deal about ^'Stonewall" Jackson, and he said that 
although this extraordinary man did not possess any great 
qualifications as a strategist, and was perhaps unfit for the 
independent command of a large army, yet he was gifted with 
wonderful courage and determination, and a perfect faith in 
Providence th^t he was destined to destroy his enemy. He 
was much indebted to General Ewell in the valley campaigns. 
Stonewall Jackson was also most fortunate in commanding 
the flower of the Virginia troops, and in being opposed to the 
most incapable Federal commandei*8, such as Fremont and 
Banks. 

" Before we had proceeded twelve miles we were forced to 
stop and collect wood from the road side to feed our engine, 
and the general worked with so much energy as to cause his 
* Seven Pines' wound to give him pain. We were put out at 
a spot where the railroad was destroyed, at about four miles 
from Jackson. A carriage ought to have been in waiting for 
us, but by some mistake it had not arrived, so we had to foot 
it. I was obliged to carry my heavy saddle-bags. Major 
Eustis very kindly took my knapsack, and the general carried 
the cloaks. In this order we reached Jackson, much exhausted, 
at 9 : 30 A. M. . . . I there took an afliectionate farewell of him 
and his officers, and he returned to Canton at 3 p. m." 

We have given the above extracts as significant of General 
Johnston's character as a courteous gentleman, and accom- 
plished military officer of rank. And it is a somewhat striking 
fact, that he and many others, both North and South, have 
frequently shown similar kind and gentlemanly feeling to 
strangers even amid all their cares and anxieties. In the pres- 
ent case, and while his visitor was actually with him, he was 
receiving important communications, to which careful answers 
had to bo returned. On the 23d of May, a dispatch came from 
Port Hudson, stating that the enemy was about to cross at 
Bayou Sara, and the whole force from Baton Rouge was in 
front of General Gardner. To this he sent renewed orders to 
evacuate Port Hudson. " You cannot be reinforced," said he. 
'^ Do not allow yourself to be invested. At every risk save 
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the troops, and if practicable, move in this direction." Dis- 
patches also arrived from General Pemberton. dated Vicksbarg, 
May 20th, and 21st. To these; on the 29th, he replied, "I am 
too weak to save Vicksburg. Can do no more than attempt to 
save you and your garrison. It will be impossible to extricate 
you, unless you co-operate, and we make mutually supporting 
movements. Communicate your plans and suggestions, if pos- 
sible." 

After this, much more correspondence with Pemberton, and 
also with the Secretary of War, at Richmond, took place, all 
having the same purport, viz., that he (General Johnston) was 
too weak to relieve Vicksburg, and had not at his disposal half 
the troops necessary. To the Secretary of War, on the 12th of 
June, he again said the same, adding, "To take from Bragg a 
force which would make this army fit to oppose Grant, would 
involve yielding Tennessee. It is for the Government to de- 
cide between this State and Tennessee." 

At intervals, similar communications took place, and a 
movement of the army was made on the 29th of June, towards 
the Big Black, with a view of giving some relief to Pemberton. 
But, on the 5th of July, General Johnston learned that Vicks- 
burg had fallen to the victorious Federal arms, and accordingly, 
he marclied back, and encamped again at Jackson. Tliere, 
however, he was not allowed to remain long in peace. On the 
morning of the 9th, General Sherman appeared, in heavy force, 
in front of the works thrown up for the defence of the place, 
and commenced intrenching, and constructing batteries. Next 
day some spirited skirmishing, with slight cannonading, oc- 
curred ; and on the following day an assault was made on Gen- 
eral Breckinridge's lines. On the 16th, General Johnston found 
that it would be impossible to hold the city, and, accordingly, 
that night evacuated it, and retired towards Brandon. 

It is not to be denied, that these defeats and losses to the 
Coufederates in the Mississippi department, produced much 
despondency and complaint. Upon the conduct of General 
Johnston many animadversions were cast, and an attempt was 
made to throw the wliole blame upon him. In his official re- 
port he gives a long account of all his movements, and the 
orders he had issued, asserting, that in important ones, General 
Pemberton had not obeyed him. To this we most add, that, all 
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thronghout, the wounds he had received, and his general ill 
health, made him less lit for the superintendence of active ope- 
rations than might otherwise have been the case, and he him- 
self constantly urged this upon the authorities at Richmond. 

On the 27th of July, General Johnston went to Mobile to 
examiae the fortifications there, leaving his army camped at 
Enterprise and Brandon, under the direct command of Genera^ 
Hardee. While there, he carefully inspected the works, and 
made a map of them, ultimately deciding that they required 
strengthening immediately, though, said he, '^ Mobile is the 
most defensible seaport position in the Confederate States." 
It is related, that when he was told there was an idea afloat in 
the city, of his coming there to order its evacuation, he re- 
plied, " Had that been my purpose, I should not have shown 
my countenance among you. I am here for the directly oppo- 
site purpose, of looking into your defences, and preparing to 
hold your city." 

For the next few weeks General Johnston appears to have 
been visiting the principal posts of his department, and con- 
sulting with the several generals in command. It was sup- 
posed that he had superseded General Bragg, at Chattanooga, 
but this seems to have been a similar mistake to that made on 
a previous occasion, when he was seen there. However, on the 
15th of September, he visited Atlanta, Georgia, and afterwards 
was actively engaged in collecting troops, directing their move- 
ments, and supporting Bragg and Longstreet, in Tennessee, as 
required. At the battle of Chickamauga, General Johnston 
held a force of 30,000 troops in reserve, at Kingston, fifteen 
miles from the scene of contest, besides 5,000 cavalry, under 
General Pillow, and 15,000 Georgia militia. Tliis was done so 
as to keep a strong body of reinforcements ready, in case Gen- 
eral Burnside arrived to join Rosecrans. As this did not oc- 
cur. General Johnston had no occasion to use his men. General 
Bnigg having effected what was desired, in driving the enemy 
back. In the early part of October, he so arranged the Con- 
federate army in Tennessee and North Georgia, that one com- 
mand, of s(Mne 58,000 men, occupied the centre from Lafayette 
to L<»ok-Out Mountain, near Chattanooga: Longstreet on the 
left, from Bridgeport, on the Tennessee, to Trenton, with 
44,000 men ; and Bragg the right, from Dalton to Cleveland, 
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With 57,000 men. Tlie cavalry was under General Wheeler, 
and numbered 15,000 strong. 

At about the same time President Davis again visited the 
army, and on the 10th of October reviewed the troops, and ex- 
amined the defences before Chattanooga ; but General Johns- 
ton was away on an extensive inspection tour. 

On the 4th he dates a dispatch from Meridian, north Missis- 
sippi ; and after that we have little account of his movements 
until, when, in December, General Bragg was at last removed| 
in accordance with popular opinion, and General Johnston ap- 
pointed to the field command of the army in Tennessee, then 
temporarily held by General Hardee. On the 27th of Decem- 
ber he assumed command at Dal ton, Georgia. 

Commenting upon this appointment, and the correspondence 
between President Davis and General Johnston, concerning 
General Bragg, which we have already given in its proper 
date, though only made public at this time, the Richmond JEnr 
quirer remarks : 

" The manly sentiments, and lofty sense of honor exhibited 
by General Joseph E. Johnston, in the correspondence with 
the President, recently publislied, relative to the removal of 
General Bragg, have given him a new claim upon the public 
sympath}' and admiration, and are receiving their just praise. 
The Atlanta Regviter^ wliile declaring that the announcement 
of the appointment of General Joseph E. Johnston to the qom* 
mand of the army of Tennessee will be hailed ^ with delight 
by the army and the people,' adds, that ' he is an officer of 
generous and noble impulses, as is evidenced by his letters to 
the President in reference to the hero of Murfreesboro and 
Chickamauga.' " 

There seemed, however, to be a cloud over the prospects of 
the Confederates at this time. Grant, Sherman, and Tliomas 
wore making rapid strides in successful encounters with the 
Southern forces ; and again, was a retreat found necessary by 
General Johnston, who, the latter part of January, 1864, fell 
back from Dalton, and his advanced posts. On the 7th of 
February he was encamped at Rome, Georgia ; but again ad- 
vanced to Dalton shortly afterwards. At the same time the 
Federals made an attempt to get possession of the place, but 
were driven back. 
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In March, the movemenis of the Northern army indicated 
that a vigorous attempt would be made to penetrate through 
Georgia, and therefore General Johnston concentrated a strong 
force around Dalton, to oppose the enemy's advance. What 
the condition of his army was at this period may be gathered 
from the following letter, written to the Mobile Advertiser^ in 
April. The writer says : 

" I am happy to be able to say, that the condition of our army 
is splendid in every respect. It is well fed, well clad, in ex- 
cellent health, and in high and hopeful spirits. For the first 
time in its history it has no barefoot soldier. . . . 

^^ General Johnston is unquestionably a great captain in the 
science of war. In ninety days he has so transformed this 
army, that I can find no word to express the extent of the 
transformation, but the word regeneration. It is a regenera- 
ted army. He found it ninety days ago disheartened, despair- 
ing, and on the verge of dissolution. By judicious measures 
he has restored confidence, re established discipline, and ex- 
alted the hearts of his army. The army of Tennessee, the most 
ill-starred and successless of all our armies, has seen its worst 
days. 

'* Let us hope, that it will have ' no more retreats, and no 
more defeats.' I have a firm faith now in the future of the army 
of Tennessee and its great captain. Let him but be unfettered, 
and furnisliod with adequate means, and all will be well. He 
is very fortunate in luiving sneh thorough soldiers as Hood, 
and Ilardee, and Stewart, and Cleburne, to direct his columns, 
and execute Ins orders. With such leaders, it seems to me, 
that defeat is impossible. The intrepid dash, and the young, 
burning enthusiasm of Hood are directed by military genius, 
and controlled by a rare and high intelligence. Hardee is al- 
ways prompt, ready, perfect, and successful. The calm, stoic 
Stewart, silent, stern, poised, imperturbable, never fails, never 
errs, and never dallies. lie is ever at the right place, at the 
opportune moment. Cleburne is not merely, though he is al- 
together, a lion in battle, but he has the genius to * ride upon 
the whirlwind, and direct the storm ' of the mighty conflict. 
With these generals there will be no dallying, no blunders, no 
' lost opportunities,' no disobedience of orders. 

*' General Johnston has two modes of stopping deserters. 
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One is, by liberal furloughs, allowing all to go home by turns, 
and the otiier is, by the inexorable doom of death to deserters, 
lie has announced, in general orders, that he will grant no par- 
dons, and the doomed must die. The court-martial have, at 
last, come to discover the necessity of punishing deserters with 
death, and few now escape. Tliere are upwards of a dozen 
soldiers now awaiting execution of the death penalty for de- 
sertion. Some are to hang ; some to be shot" 

At lengtl), on the 2d of May^ sinmltaneous with the onward 
movement of Grant in Virginia, Slierman began his grand 
march into Georgia. The Federal advance was in three col- 
umns — Tliomas moving in front, direct upon Johnston's centre 
at Dalton, with his advance at Ringgold and Tunnel Hill ; 
Schofield, from Cleveland, thirty miles northeast of Chatta- 
nooga, via Red Clay, on the Georgia line, to unite with 
Thomas ; and McPherson, by a flank movement of some forty 
or fifty miles upon Johnston's line of communications at 
Resaca, a station on the Western and Atlantic railroad, at the 
crossing of the Oostanaula river, eighty-four miles from Atlanta, 
and fifteen miles south of Dalton, 

The attack was made first on the 7th of May, by General 
Thomas, who drove Johnston's advance back to a place called 
Buzzard Roost, just north of Dalton. Johnston, knowing the 
importance of Resaca, and hearing of McPherson's movement, 
evacuated Dalton, and hastened to Resaca, which he reached 
just before the Federal advance. 

On the 14th of May the two armies came into collision close 
to Resaca, at a place called Sugar Valley. General Sherman 
was determined to force his way, and General Johnston 
equally as determined to prevent him. In quick time he got 
up breastworks and gave tlie enemy battle. At first he ap- 
peared to be victorious, driving the Federals back some 
distance, but, eventually, he had to retire, and, after some 
desultory fighting on the 15th and 16th, he retreated to the 
Etowah river, passing through Kingston and Cassville. At 
both places fighting occurred, and Rome was occupied by a 
portion of Sherman's victorious troops. Johnston still re- 
treated towards Altoona, where he made a stand, but with 
their inferiority of numbers, they were soon forced from this 
position by another movement of the enemy in their flank, by 
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which the Federal left reached the railroad near Marietta on 
Monday, May 30th. 

It is with something of regret that we are compelled, from 
want of space, to omit most of those interesting details that 
are to be found connected with the movements of both armies 
during this celebrated advance through Georgia on the one 
side, and the masterly retreat on the other. It is quite impos- 
sible to do complete justice to such earnest and devoted men 
in a mere outline sketch of their eventful lives, or to narrate, 
within the limits of one volume, all" the incidents of interest 
and importance connected with them. 

A correspondent of the Cincinnati Gommereialj dating from 
Resaca, May 26th, says : 

'•The designs of Sherman are now somewhat less mysterious. 
Last night Howard, Palmer, Hooker, Logan, and Dodge's 
corps were at, and slightly beyond, Dallas — a point on the 
flank of the rebel position in the Altoona mountains, in what 
is known as Hickory gap, ten miles southeast of Etowah, the 
station where the railroad crosses the Etowah river. At the 
point where the railroad pierces the Altoona mountains, forty 
miles from Atlanta, Johnston had halted for resistance, occu- 
pying a very strong, natural, and powerfully fortified position. 
Before we could attack him in front it was necessary to cross 
the Etowah river, and march up the steep and rugged slopes 
of the mountains which abut on the stream. When the army 
moved on ilonday, Schofield's corps moved to Etowah, and 
succeeded in laying pontoons, making, the while, at several 
points, demonstrations leading the enemy to believe that we 
pniposed to attack him directly in front. 

" While Schofield was thus engaged, the rest of the army 
marched rapidly to the Etowah river, and crossed without 
serious opposition at a point about fifteen miles below the 
railroad bridge. Immediately resuming the line of march, 
and with but light skirmishing, reached Dallas last evening — 
about thirty miles from Atlanta, and within a short march of 
Marietta, a station on the railroad directly in the rear of the 
rebel position at Altoona. Schofield has crossed the river near 
I^towah station, and is moving down the ridge to join the 
main body, his rear guard skirmishing constantly with the 
enemy. 
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'' Johnston is thus compelled to abandon his strong position 
in the Altoona mountains, and fight, if at all, in the open 
country south of there. Cannonading has been heard to-daj, 
and the impression prevails that a battle is in progress to-day 
near Marietta. 

" A courier from Johnston to his chief of cavalry, General 
Jackson, was captured day before yesterday, bearing a note of 
inquiry from tlio former, asking immediate information of 
Sherman's movements on his flanks. The courier was taken 
before General Thomas, who removed his clothes and dresaed a 
trusty scout of his own in them, with an answer to Johnston's 
message. What this answer was is not generally known, but 
it is presumed that it did not communicate the movements of 
our forces with exactness.^' 

Another correspondent says, after a graphic account of pre- 
vious movements, " So far General Johnston has conducted 
his retreat in a masterly manner. He has finally succeeded in 
crossing the Etowah river, at the cliffs, eight miles from here, 
(Kingston) and there can be no more opportunities for forcing 
him to fight. ... A great battle will undoubtedly be fought 
somewhere between here and Atlanta." 

On the 28th of May there was an encounter between 
General Cleburne's division of Johnston's army and the ad- 
vance of the enemy, under McPherson, at New Hope ; and, 
after that, each party kept maneuvering for positions until 
near the end of June without another battle. At length, on 
the 27th of June, Sherman gave orders for an attack upon 
Johnston's position, then at Eenesaw mountain, near Marietta. 
At 8 A. M. General McPherson attacked at the southwest 
end of the mountain, and General Thomas at a point about a 
mile further south. At the same time, the skirmishers and 
artillery along the whole line kept up a sharp fire. Neither 
attack succeeded, though both columns reached Johnston^s 
works, which were very strong. General McPherson lost 
about 500 men, and General Thomas about 2,000. The loss 
was particularly heavy to the Federals in general, and 
field officers. General Harker was one of those mortally 
wounded, while on the side of the Confederates the loss was 
trifling. 

General Sherman, however, speedily rectified this by another 
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flank movement, which compelled General Johnston to aban- 
don the mountain, and retreat towards Atlanta, leaving the 
enemy to occupy Marietta. This continued retrograde move- 
ment naturally produced considerable disappointment and 
murmuring in the South. Many were the comments made upon 
it, and not a few sharp reasons referring, not only to General 
Johnston, but to the authorities at Richmond, were given for 
such repeated falling back. A commander-in-chief of an army 
is compelled to do many things that may appear to his com- 
mand, and to the public, injudicious. There arc reasons and 
causes never known to others, which cannot be fully explained, 
and are only known by those to whom he is responsible, which 
may compulsorily influence his actions ; and that general or 
ofiicer is quite unworthy of his high position who has not, in 
addition to his military skill and personal bravery, that sound 
and healthy moral courage which will enable him in need to 
act independently of the opinions of irresponsible persons. 
We do not say that all seeming errors can be thus excused, 
nor do we venture this as an excuse for General Johnston, if 
one be needed for him ; the thought, however, should ever 
serve to moderate sharp comments or severe criticism that 
after events may possibly prove to be unjust. 

The Confederate army had now fallen back to Atlanta, and, 
on the 18th of July, the troops and the general public were 
greatly surprised by an announcement that General Johnston 
had been relieved, and General Hood assigned to the command 
on the previous day. The following address was then issued 
by General Johnston to his army : 

HEADQUBTEK8, AHMY OF TENNESSEE, July 17, 1864 

In obedience to the orders of the War Department, I turn 
over to General Hood the command of the Army and Depart- 
ment of Tennessee. I cannot leave this noble army without 
expressing my admiration for the high military qualities it has 
displayed so conspicuously — every soldierly virtue, endurance 
(»f toil, obedience to orders, brilliant courage. 

llie enemy has never attacked but to be severely repulsed 
and punished. You, soldiers, have never argued but from 
your courage, and never counted your fears. No longer your 
leader, I will still watch your career, and will rejoice in your 
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victories. To one and all I offer assurances of my friendship 
and bid an affectionate ferewell. 

J. E. JOHNSTON, Qen^nl. 

With this last public address of General Johnston's, we have 
to close our sketch. He retired to Macon, Georgia, where, for 
the past few months, we believe, he has been residing, and, 
let us hope, with renewed health, and increased strength to 
his great, capacious mind. That the public will allow him to 
remain thus private, when his military experience and counsel 
can prove of such value to his cause, is doubtful, if we may 
judge from the following extracts : 

" It was a black day for the Army of Tennessee, the day the 
command was taken from General Johnston. 

" The Confederacy has three generals of the highest rank. 
Each of them has shown himself equal to every emergency. 
In the hands of these generals it would be safe. One of them 
ought to command each of the three great armies — viz., Lee, 
the army below Richmond ; Johnston, the army of Tennessee; 
and Beauregard, the Trans-Mississippi army. Had such beea 
the arrangement. Banks would have been captured last spring; 
Forrest would have assisted Johnston by cutting off Sherman '8 
supplies, and he would have been forced to fight at a disad- 
vantage, or fall back into Tennessee; Early would have en- 
tered Washington, and Grant would have been bound to 
change his base. But only one of these great generals, it 
seems, finds favor. The other two are proscribed, never placed 
where they can be of any great service. 

" ' Qoioquid delirant reges plectuntnr AchivL' 

"The people are suffering prodigiously from this decision. 
But no matter ! It is the royal decree. 

« « « » 

" Another practical suggestion is embraced in the following 
paragraph from the Augusta Constitutionalist^ one of the most 
constant and able supporters of the President. That joamal 
says: 'Let General Johnston be placed in command of the 
army of Tennessee, having control of all the country adjacent 
thereto — give General Beauregard command of the aruuea of 
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Georgia and South Carolina, and General Lee command of the 
army of Yirginia and its adjoncts.' 

» « » » 

^^ We maj not vindicate the removal of the bravo and jadi- 
cions Johnston, we maj not approve of the course of the Presi- 
dent in other respects, bat we are satisfied that the time and 
talents devoted to opposition and complaint is so much de- 
ducted from the great dutj of resisting the enemj." 
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was not 80 long as now, and, consequently, he graduated in 
1815, receiving his commission as brevet second-lieutenant of 
Light Artillery, on the II th of December, in that year. He 
obtained the full rank of a lieutenancy in 1817^ and when, in 
1S21, the army was reorganized, he was retained in the rank 
he then held. Shortly afterwards, he became first-lieutenant 
of the Third Artillery, and in 1824, was transferred to the 
Fourth. Here he remained four years, and then became aid- 
de-canip to General Macomb, serving in that capacity until 
the year 1830. These times were days of peace, and we see 
little recorded of note to mark the military career of any roan. 
In 1831, Cooper was brevetted captain "for faithful service^ 
ten years in one grade." Five years afterwards, he became 
full captain, and in 1847, he was made brevet major of the 
staff (assistant adjutant-general). The following year, he was 
brevetted colonel of the staff, " for meritorious conduct," par- 
ticularly in the performance of his duties in the prosecution 
of the Mexican war. These duties appear to have been the 
onerous ones attached to the department of the adjutant-gen- 
eral, and so peculiarly skilled was he in that office that, in 
185*2, he was appointed head of the department, with the rank 
of colonul in the army. 

Adjutant-general Cooper was now at the summit of that 
branch of his profession, in which he had labored so many 
years to the satisfaction of the army, and approval of the 
United States government, as well as the general public. At 
that time, Charles M. Conrad, of Louisiana, was secretary of 
war, under President Fillmore's administration ; but, on the 
5th of March, 1S53, Jefferson Davis assumed control of the 
war office, and thus tlie present head of the Confederate States 
and Adjutant general Cooper must have continually come in 
contact with each other. How far this may have influenced 
his after conduct, as regards the severance of the Union, we 
cannot say ; but, it is stated, that his political principles were 
well known to be adverse to the present policy of the admin- 
istration in the North, and though faithfully performing his 
duties to the last moment of Buchanan's reign in power, he 
ini mediately resigned when President Lincoln was installed. 
He sent in his resignation on the 7th of March, 1861, at the 
same time with Assistant Adjutant-general Withers, and both 

1» 



290 80UTHEBN GENERALS. 

were accepted, to be considered as taking effect on the Ist of 
J[arch. Possibly, as General Cooper is a connection (we be- 
lieve brother-in-law) of Mr. Mason, other than mere political 
reasons may have led to this great severance of his long asso- 
ciation with the government, and with his native North. 

It is singular that about the last official order signed by 
Adjutant-general Cooper, should have been the following: 

Wab Dbpabtment, Mareli 1, 1861. 
By the direction of the President of the United States, it is 
ordered tliat Brigadier-general David E. Twiggs, be, and is 
hereby dismissed from the army of the United States, for his 
treachery to the flag of his country, in having surrendered on 
the 18th of February, 1861, on the demand of the authorities 
of Texas, tlie military posts and other property of the United 
States in his department, and under his charge. 

J. HOLT, Secretary ofWar. 
By order of the Secretary of War, 

S. CooFEK, Adjutant-general. 

General Cooper immediately went to Montgomery, where 
he arrived on the 15th of March, and tendered his services to 
President Davis. These were cheerfully accepted, and the 
next day he was appointed Adjutant-general of the Confed- 
erate States, — a position, to some timid minds, the least en* 
viable of any to be found* The president, and secretary of 
war, the commanding general, might, each and all, determine 
upon open strife with tlie North, and have great abilities for 
carrying it on; but where was the material to work with? 
Fighting could not be done without soldiers ; soldiers could 
not be obtained without much careful thought as to the best 
method of procuring the men ; and men could not be turned 
into an army of soldiers without skilful organization. The 
master mind to do this, however, for the new confederacy, 
came forward at the very moment such was want^. With 
his perfect knowledge of all the intricate machinery necessary, 
and his long acquaintance with the inner workings of the 
regular army of the United States government. General 
Cooper stepped in to the precise place requiring to be filled, 
and undoubtedly must have been hailed as one of the most 
valuable aids to the cause, that could have been offered. He 
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must, however, have possessed a strong and determined will, 
fearless of all consequences, to have undertaken the duties of 
such a post. To the South, he gave more than himself; — he 
gave the vast energies of a capacious mind, fully stored with 
the knowledge and acquirements of many years experience in 
the duties of one of the most arduous and complicated services 
relating to the army. To the North, he made himself some- 
thing, perhaps more to be dreaded, through the peculiar 
powers he possessed, than even a general in the field, for the 
latter, could, possibly, be beaten back, and his forces destroyed. 
An adjutant-general, however, such as Cooper, might speedily 
reproduce the whole, and thus in a measure, nullifying what- 
ever of success the enemy of his cause may have attained. 

Tlie proceedings of General Cooper, after being appointed to 
his office, have not much individuality in themselves. Occa- 
sionally his name appeared, in reference to some important 
matter connected with the army, but his duties rarely brought 
him personally forward. In the latter part of July^ 1861, he 
had some correspondence with General Johnston, respecting 
the alleged hanging by the Federals of two captives taken by 
them. The following letters explain the matter : 

Adjutant akd Inspector General's Office, ) 
Richmond, July 29, 1861. ) 
To (General J. E. Johnston, Commanding Army of Potomac, Manassas, Va. 

SiK — Your letter of the 24th instant, inclosing one of the 
26th from General Bonham, reporting the hanging of two 
sentinels of the South Carolina troops, who were captured on 
the 17th instant, by the enemy, near Centerville, has been re- 
ceived and submitted to the President, who instructs me to 
state, that you will send a flag to the general commanding 
the forces in front of you, report to him the case, and require 
that he deliver to you, as criminals, the persons who perpe- 
trated the ofl*ence, or avow his responsibility for the act ; and, 
in the latter case, that you will retaliate, retaining in your 
possession for that purpose, of the enemy, twice the number of 
those of our troops that were thus ignominiously executed. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. COOPER, 
Adjatant and Inspector-generaL 
(Official) R. H. Chilton. A. A. G. 
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GENERAL JOHNSTON TO GENERAL COOPER 

7ABTEBS,MA] 

Aognst 6. 1861. 



HSADqUABTEBS, MAKAfMAfl, ) 



To General Coofbr, A. uid I. G. : 

Sir — On the 2l8t ultimo, in obedience to orders reodyed 
through your office, I addressed to Brigadier-general Mc- 
Dowell, commanding the department of Alexandria, a letter, 
a copy of which is inclosed herewith. A reply was returned 
to our outposts, but being addressed like one which I had a 
few days before refused to receive, on account of the super- 
scription. Colonel Stuart refused to transmit it. He ascer- 
tained, however, that the alleged hanging of our two volun- 
teers was denied by General McDowell. 

Since then two other papers, inclosed, were sent under flags 
of truce, the bearer not being admitted. I send them merelj 
to show the obstinacy with which the enemy avoids the estab- 
lished mode of communication. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) J. £. JOHNSTON, GenenL 

(Official) R. H. Chilton, A. A. G. 

Colonel Stuart was informed in reply to his references of the 
messages, that when properly addressed, we would give any 
aid in our power to Colonel Cameron's friends in their 
search. 

J.E.J. 

GENERAL JOHNSTON TO GENERAL M'DOWELL. 

HZADQUABTEBS ArMT OF THE POIOICAC, ) 

Makabsas Junction, Jvlj 21, 1801. ( 
Sir — Information has been given to me that two soldiers of 
the army of the Confederate States, whilst under picket 
duty, were hung near Centreville, on the night of the 17th 
instant. 

The object of this communication is to ascertain the nature 
of the offence which required this ignominious punishment, 
and upon what evidence the decision was based. 

If done by your authority, I must demand that the perpe- 
trators of this violation of the usages of civilized warfarei be 
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delivered to me, for snch punishment as the nature of the of- 
fence demands, or be punished by yourself. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
(BIgiiad) J. E. JOHNSTON. 

Qenflial OrwnmawHng 01 fll How. 
(Qflkial) H. H. Chdoov, A. A. a. 
To BiigadUffi-geiienl iBwnr McDowxli^ 

CoininMiding Department of Alffrandria. 

In March, 1862, martial law was proclaimed in certain coun- 
ties, and General Cooper at once put it in execution under 
charge of Generals Heth and Marshall, with an efficient mili- 
tary police. All distillation of spirituous liquors was positively 
prohibited, and the distilleries thenceforth closed. Even the 
sale of spirituous liqaors was forbidden. 

About the same time it was found necessary to call in to the 
army all the soldiers who were absent, whether on furlough or 
from any other cause, except well-attested sickness. His gen- 
eral order on the subject, was dated March 24th, 1862. 

Another of his orders, just after the battle of I^hir OakSj or 
Seven PtneSy and referring to officers in battle, may be worth 
recording here. It says : 

Officers of the field are permitted to wear a fatigue dress, 
consisting of the regulation frock coat, without embroidery on 
the collar, or a gray jacket, with the designation of rank upon 
the collar. Only caps such as are worn by the privates of 
their respective commands may be worn by the officers of the 
line. 

Mounted officers are ordered to dismount in time of action, 
whenever they can do so without interference with the proper 
discharge of their duties. 

Officers of all grades are reminded that unnecessary expos- 
ure in time of battle on the part of commissioned officers is not 
only unsoldier-like, but productive of great injury to the army 
and infinite peril to the country. They are recommended to 
follow in this particular, to a reasonable extent, the excellent 
example set them by the enemy. 

By command of the Secretary of War. 

8. COPPER, 
A4iatant and Inspeetor-GeneraL 
(Official) Gbo. F. Foon, A. A. GeneraL 
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The several orders, issued by General Cooper, have been, 
however, so purely military, and have reference solely to de- 
tails connected with the perfect working of the Southern army, 
that to repeat them here would be merely introducing a series 
of official documents. The preceding specimens are sufficient 
to give an idea of the work he has ha^ to perform. That he 
executes it faithfully and vigorously is well known, and the ser- 
vice he has rendered the Confederate States, cannot be over- 
rated. 
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tain Screven, commanded by Lieutenants James Longstreet, 
T. Montgomery, and E. Ilolloway ; and seven companies of the 
Texiis Rangers. ... As soon as the heiglit was stormed. . • . 
Captain J. B. Scott's compan}', of the artillery battalion, and 
Company A, of the Eighth, under Lieutenant Longstreet, with 
a detachment of the Texas Bangers, were thrown forward^ 
within musket range of the castle, to pick off such of the enemy 
as should give them a chance. Thirty minutes after this posi- 
tion was taken, their success caused the enemy to make a sor- 
tie with a large force, with a view to retake the hill. This at- 
tempt was opposed by our advanced party with great spirit, 
and the enemy was compelled to retire. . . Tlie command now 
sustained a severe lire from the enemy's artillery, and a con- 
tinued lire of musketry from the loop-holed walls, and parapets 
of the palace. ... At length the critical moment arrived. . . 
Onward came the enemy in proud array, and most bravely 
were tliey met. One volley from the long line of bayonets 
which suddenly arose before them, with a deadly fire from the 
Texaus, made them reel and stagger back aghast, while above 
the battle-cry was heard the hoarse command to * Charge ' I On 
rushed our men with shouts of triumph, driving the retreating 
enemy, horse and foot, who fled in confusion down the ridge, 
past the palace, and even to the bottom of the hill, into the 
streets of the city. The victory was won ; the palace ours ; 
and long, long did the cheers of the victors swell on the air, 
which made the valley below ring with the triumph of our 
arms." 

It is a singular coincidence that the storming party, of which 
Lieutenant Longstreet was a conspicuous member, was con- 
ducted along its *'dark and devious road" by Captain Sanders, 
and Lieutenant George Meade^ of the topographical engineers, 
and a Mexican guide. Here, these two brave lieutenants — 
Longstreet atid Meade — were fighting together, almost hand in 
hand — the one guiding the other, under a proud united flag, 
to storm a strong position : — seventeen years afterwards the 
two officers were battling against each other — Longstreet 
vainly striving to storm Meade's position, on his left, at the 
battle of Gettysburg! 

In February, 1847, Longstreet was promoted to the rank of 
first-lieutenant, &nd from June of that year to July, 1849, ho 
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served as adjutant of his regiment He was brevetted captain 
for '^gallant and meritorious oondact" in the battles of Cbn- 
treras and Cherubusco, Augnst 20th, 1847, and major for 
^< gallantry "in the battle of £1 Molino del Bey, September 
Sth, 1847. In the assanit of Cliapultepec, September 18th, 
1847, he greatly distinguished himself, and is thus spoken of 
in General Scott's official report: ^^The following are the 
officera most distinguished in those brilliant operations, — . • . 
Lieutenant Longstreet, badly wounded — ^advancing, colors in 
hand." 

In December, 1852, he became a full captain ; and, in July, 
1858, he was made paymaster, with the rank of major. It was 
in this position that he resigned his commission in the Federal 
service, when the war broke out ; and took sides with his na- 
tive South. Then, for the first time, the public became ac- 
quainted with a name that has since maintained itspresUge for 
lofry daring and chivalrous courage throughout the war. But 
not until the first battles of Bull Bun was he conspicuously 
brought forward. Appointed to command a brigade, he was 
stationed at Blackburn's ford, when General ^ler, of the 
Federal army, attempted to force a passage across, on the 18th 
of July, 1861. Longstreet successfully resisted him, and com- 
pelled the Northern troops to fall back. Of his conduct on 
this occasion, Beauregard, in his official report, says : '^ He 
equalled my confident expectations, and I may fitly say, that 
by his presence in the right place, at the right moment, among 
his men — by the exhibition of characteristic coolness, and by 
his words of encouragement to the men of his command, he in- 
fused a confidence and spirit that contributed largely to the 
success of our arms on that day." 

During the great battle that followed, on Sunday, July 21st, 
his position was still in the same place, with orders to move 
" on the enemy's flank and rear at Centreville, taking due pre- 
caution against the advance of reserves from Washington.** 
This movement, however, was countermanded by Beauregard 
and Johnston, at about half-past ten in the morning, when it 
was fully ascertained what General McDowell's plans really 
were. Instead of advancing on Centreville, Longstreet was 
directed merely ^' to make a demonstration to his front, so as 
to engross the enemy's reserves and forces." This was most 
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effectually done ; during much of the day his men were ex- 
posed to an annoying, almost incessant fire of artillery, at long 
range; but, by a steady, veteran-like maintenance of their 
]HH5ition8, they held virtually paralyzed, all day, two strong 
brigades of the enemy, with their batteries (four) of rifle guns. 
After the rout of the enemy on the main battle-gronnd, Long- 
street's brigade was ordered to pursue in the direction of Oen- 
treville, but at night was directed to fall back upon Bull Run 
again. 

The author of "Battles of the Soutli" says that, "on one 
occasion, soon after this battle, his attention was arrested by 
, three horsemen galloping into camp, and saluting the colonel 
of his regiment. These were none other than Evans, Long- 
street, and Ewell — names now forever hallowed in the hearts 
and history of our gallant army. From their style of riding 
and peculiar seat in the saddle, I at first took them for dra- 
goons, and was not mistaken. Evans was very restless, and 
his horse reared and chafed, and plunged to the right and left 
all the time he staid with us. . . . Longstreet is a powerfully- 
built man, somewhat bald, about five feet ten inches high, 
with sandy hair and whiskers — the latter allowed to grow un- 
trimmed. He possesses a fine blueish gray eye, of great 
depth, penetration, and calculation ; seldom speaks unneces- 
sarily, seems absorbed in thought, and very quiet in manner. 
.... All three were dressed as citizens, with heavy black 
felt hats on ; and, except pistols in their holsters, were un- 
armed, and unattended." 

After the battle of Bull Run, Longstreet was made a Major* 
general under General Johnston, and remained with the army 
in its quarters and skirmishing, until, in March, 1862, Mauaa- 
sas was evacuated. 

At length, the army was moved to the Peninsula, and Gen- 
eral Johnston, with D. U. Hill and Jjongstreet, joined their 
forces to those of Magruder, at Yorktown. Wlien this place 
was evacuated by the Confederates, Longstreet was intrusted 
with defending the rear of the army, and made every disposi- 
tion to entice the foe into open ground. On the 5th of May, • 
a stand was made at Williamsburg, and General Longstreet 
so arranged his forces, that the enemy was met a little on the 
east side of the city. Generals Ileintzelman, Hooker, and 
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Eearnej, had approached by roads through thick woods, and 
these roads wero made worse by a heavy rain, which com- 
menced on Sunday afternoon, the 4th, and continued daring 
the next day. It was a sore trial to men and officers to engage 
in battle on such a day. But it was to be; and, at early mom, 
the attack began. The Confederates were first located in the 
forest, beyond which was a space about a mile wide, partly so 
by nature, and partly cleared by the felling of trees, these 
being left prostrate on the ground, in order to obstruct the 
enemy's advance. On the opposite side of this cleared space 
was Fort Magruder, flanked by redoubts, and defended in 
front by rifle-pits. The day, tis we have said, was stormy in 
the extreme, but the fighting was severe and effectual on both 
sides. Longstreet, according to his plan, allowed his advance 
to fall back so that the enemy should be enticed from the cov- 
ering of the woods. Tliis device proved successful, and boldly, 
and in beautiful order they came forward, immediately attack- 
ing tlie earthworks in front, but were instantly met by a por- 
tion of Longstreet's men, who rose up in the works, and poured 
voUies into their faces, compelling them to fall back to the 
woods, where, however, grapeshot mowed them rapidly down. 
Still they were not disheartened. Again and again did brig- 
ade after brigade of the Federals dash across the open space 
and assault the works. At length, about noon, Longstreet 
made a feint of retreating, which brought forth the enemy 
more boldly from the woods. " Quick as thought, they were 
attacked with great fury. Longstreet's artillery seemed to 
have acquired new life. Galloping into the open space, they 
commenced a fearful duel at short range." The Federals were 
again driven back, and for a time it seemed as though victory 
had been won by the Confederates. But now the gallant 
Kearney's brigade appeared in front, and Hcintzelman, with 
characteristic energy, dashed up and down the field, urging 
the men to advance. Hooker also bravely holding his ground ; 
and Hancock, on seeing his troops fall back, rode up and down 
the line, exclaiming, "Gentlemen, charge I" And charge, 
anew, they did. Bushing onward with an impetuosity that 
nothing could check, Longstreet's forces were compelled once 
more to give way, only, however, to rally again and resist the 
enemy, till night should put an end to the fearful struggle. 
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General McClellan had arrived with reinforcements, and the 
Federals that night bivouacked on the miry field, while the 
Confederates retired within their works. General Johnston, 
in chief command, being more on the advance towards Rich- 
mond. 

It may be interesting to some to know that in this battle, 
sharing all the dangers, and even the discomforts of such a 
bivouac on tiie field, were the Prince de Joinville, the Coant 
de Paris, and Due de Chartres, volunteer aids to General 
McClellan. 

At two next morning, General Longstreet commenced his 
retreat, all his forces marching away quite undisturbed. He 
had to hurry on, that he might overtake the main body of the 
army under Johnston, ami came up with the rearguard of 
Hood's Texans, at West Point. A few days afterwards, they 
were all encamped around Richmond. 

In the battles that followed, for the defence of Richmond, 
and which have been already described. General Longstreet 
bore an important part. Prior to the last series of seven days' 
successive engagements, on and about the Chickahominy, he 
issued a proclamation to his soldiers, couched in the language 
of a man feeling most deeply in regard to the invasion of 
Northern troops. One portion of it only, need we transcribe, 
wherein he says : 

" Let such thoughts nerve you up to the most dreadful shock 
of battle, for were it certain death, death would be better than 
the fate that defeat would entail upon us all. But remember, 
though the fiery noise of the battle is indeed most terrifying, 
and seems to threaten universal ruin, it is not so destrnctive 
as it seems, and few soldiers after all are slain. This the com* 
manding general desires particularly to impress upon the fresh 
and unexperienced troops who now constitute a part of this 
command. Let ofiicers and men, even under the most formi- 
dable tire, preserve a quiet demeanor and self-possessed tem- 
per. Keep cool, obey orders, and aim low. Remember, while 
you are doing this, and driving the enemy before you, your 
comrades may be relied on to support you on either side, and 
are in turn relying npon you. Stand well to your duty, and 
when these clouds break away, as they surely will, the bright 
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sunlight of peace falling npon our free, virtuous, and happy 
land, will be a sufficient reward for the sacrifices which we are 
now called upon to make. 

"JAMES LONGSTREET, 

Mi^r-genenl oommanding.'* 

Sentiments like these pervaded the minds of all the Con- 
federate leaders and officers, and, generally, those of the men. 
With such feelings they went into battle, and with such de- 
termination to conquer, if possible, they bore every hardship, 
privation, and loss. General Longstreet, like many others, 
had given up much for the cause of his native South, and 
never once did he seem to despair of ultimate success. Always 
ready to do battle anywhere when duty called, he was much 
esteemed by General Lee, and looked upon as one of the hard- 
est fighters in the war. His soubriquet of the " War-horse^^ 
was given him, we believe, on the occasion of the battles 
around Richmond. 

The movements that took place after the events just referred 
to, have already been recorded, until General Longstreet, on 
the 24th of August, was dispatched by General Lee from War- 
renton to reinforce Jackson, then in the rear of Pope's army, 
near the old battlefield of Bull Rnn. Longstreet proceeded by 
way of Thoroughfare gap, a pass in the mountains fifteen 
miles west of Centreville. This pass, which is a wild and ro- 
mantic gorge, with frowning fir-clad battlements on either 
side — its narrow and winding road, and its rugged walls rising 
rock above rock to the summit, right and left — was defended 
by a force of the enemy under General Ricketts, who had ju- 
diciously posted some powerful batteries to take the eastern 
dehouchement with shell and canister. 

On Longstreet approaching the gap no enemy was at first 
visible, but, as the 7th and 8th Georgia were pushing forward 
in advance, the Federals suddenly opened several field-pieces, 
and commenced to sweep the road. " Oh I they are there, are 
they ?"' said Longstreet, laughing. " Well, we'll soon dislodge 
them, boys,' and immediately ordered up several pieces of ar- 
tillery, which, galloping forward, commenced upon the assail- 
ing batteries so furiously, and with such accuracy, as to shelter 
the advancing infantry, and clear the summit of the road. 
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This was quickly accomplished, but the artillerj were Dot con- 
tent — they rushed up the rise and began to shell the foe, who 
hastily retreated into open ground beyond. Their infantry, 
then, finding themselves unsupported, fell back in disorder. 

Longstreet continued his march, and next day his persever- 
ing and exhausted soldiers formed a junction with Jackson's 
forces on their right M'ing. His arrival was hailed with loud 
shouts of joy, and caused Jackson to draw a long breath, and 
utter a sigh of great relief. 

One incident connected with this march of Longstreet to 
reinforce Jackson, must be mentioned. At that time a great 
number of spies were about, and caused a considerable excite- 
ment in the different camps. Kow it happened that while 
Longstreet's advance was on its way, several brigades were ob- 
served to halt, thereby stopping all further progress of the 
corps. Very angry at this, Longstreet trotted to the front^ 
and was informed that a courier had brought orders from 
General Lee to that effect. " From General Lee ?" said he, 
his eyes glowing with rage. "Where is that courier?" he 
asked. "There he goes now. General, galloping down the 
road," was the reply. "Keep your eyes on him, overtake 
him, and bring him here," he immediately responded. This 
was soon accomplished. " By whose orders did you halt my 
brigade?" asked the brigadier in command of the advance. 
The reply of the captured courier was, " As I have already 
told you — by General Lee's! I have orders for Longstreet, 
and must be oft' to the rear !" General Longstreet, himself, 
then stepped forward, to the horror of the spy — for spy he was 
— and said, "Here is Longstreet, where are your orders I'* 
The poor wretch was caught I He turned red and pale, his lip 
quivered — he was self-condemned. "Give this man ten 
minutes, and hang him ! Let the columns push forward im- 
mediately !" In fifteen minutes the spy was lifeless, hanging 
from a tree by the road-side ; but before death he confessed 
that although a Virginian, and a Confederate soldier, he had 
been in communication with the enemy over ten months, and 
was then acting for General Pope. 

Some fighting of a severe character appears to have taken 
place between Longstreet's forces, as he was going into posi- 
tion, about sunset on the 29th, and King's division of Mo* 
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DowelPs corps, in which the former had been obliged to fall 

Next morning, August 30th, the second battle of Ball Ran 
began. ^^ Part of Longstreet's corps was on the move early in 
the morning, and seemed to be cantiooslj taking np positions 
nearer the enemj^s left. Presently the general advance was 
made, and it was a beautiful sight, as far as the eje oonld 
range, to see two parallel lines of glittering bayonets flashing 
in the sun. Then a gleam of sunlight told that the rifles had 
been brought to the ' ready,' and a moment after, a long flash 
could be observed, light curls of smoke arose, and the rattling 

echo of volleys of fire was carried on the wind The 

cannonading was terrific, along the whole front, but, on the 
right the enemy's and Longstreet's artillery literally shook the 
earth. . . . Fiery Longstreet, with his impatient and gallant 
corps, rapidly pushed forward the right of the army, while 
shot and shell ploughed the ground in all directions around 
him." 

The battle was once more won by the Confederates on the 
old ground of Bull Run, and the conspicuous part Longstreet 
played therein was honorably mentioned in General Lee's offi- 
cial report. 

We have not space to follow, in detail, the next movements 
that took place in the Confederate army wherein Longstreet 
figured. Enough to say that a rapid march was made into 
Maryland — Harper's Ferry taken with a large booty and 
many prisoners — and the battles of South Mountain and 
Antietam ensued. Wherever, in the exigency of the moment, 
and by order of General Lee, he was called, here, there, and 
everywhere amidst the fray was Longstreet to be found, mov- 
ing with remarkable celerity, and always with a perfect 
fidf^g fioid. At Antietam, Longstreet commanded the Con- 
federate right, and was thus opposed to Burnside who could 
not advance against him beyond the bridge he had so bravely 
gained. Night ended the gory contest, and the weary troops 
rested on another battlefield where victory was again claimed 
by both parties. The following day, fighting was not re- 
newed ; and, on the next, September 18th, at night, Longstreet 
accompanied the Confederate army back to Virginia, camping 
in the valley of Shenandoah, about Winchester and vicinity. 



301 80UTHBRN OBNBSALS. 

Longstreet's corps was clustered at a point ready to take 
position promptly whenever required. Daily drill was in- 
cessant and severe, discipline was at its highest pitch, and re- 
views were not unfrequent among the various brigades and 
divisions. At no period of the war were the soldiers more 
confident and gay. Extensive appropriations and purchases 
during their brief sojourn in Maryland and Pennsylvania had 
replenished their stores, and the government of the South had 
been so active in the clothing department that the army was 
quite comfortable, and many smiled to think how former 
friends would be agreeably disappointed in seeing them so 
transformed. 

Thus passed away the months of September and October, 
without any active movement, the army taking its rest. Early 
in November, Longstreet's corps was rapidly marched to 
Fredericksburg, arriving there before any large body of the 
enemy had appeared — it being known that Burnside had re- 
lieved McClellan, and was intent upon the Lower Rappahan- 
nock. Then followed, in December, the great battle of 
Fredericksburg — Longstreet's position being on the left of the 
Confederate army, and having, under him, Ransom, McLaws, 
Picket, and Anderson. Cobb was posted on the rear right of 
Longstreet, and Hood, A. P. Ilill, Early and others continued 
the line towards Jackson's corps on the right. Stuart's cavalry 
held the flanks, and D. II. Hill was in reserve. In this battle, 
General Longstreet was frequently with General Lee, occupy- 
ing a post on the hill whence the enemy's movements could be 
seen. We know the result. Burnside had to retire after fear- 
ful slaughter ; and once more the Confederate army, for a few 
months, rested in peace. 

In February, 1863, General Longstreet, with two divisions 
of his corps, was detached for service, south of the James 
river. General Roger A. Pryor had, on the 30th of January, 
fought a battle at a place called the Deserted House^ eight 
miles from Suffolk, Southeast Virginia — General Michael Cor- 
coran, of the Federal army, being opposed to him. Victory 
was, as usual, claimed on both sides; but preparations were 
immediately made by the enemy to operate in that quarter 
more strongly. General Peck, under the vigorous control of 
Major-General Dix — then in command at Fortress Monroe-^ 
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personally came npon the field ; whereupon Longstreet was 
sent to oppose him, and take the chief direction of affairs in that 
qnarter. At this time he was made Lientenant-general. He 
passed through Hichmond with some 15,000 troops, about 
February 22d, and took up his headquarters at Petersburg, 
having for his military district South Virginia, and all between 
him and General Lee. In April he invested Suffolk, and 
stopped the navigation of the Nansemond river so as to pre- 
vent the Federals communicating with Norfolk. On the 14th 
he was within two miles of Suffolk, and firing commenced that 
evening. The next day. General Peck's right was attacked, 
but Longstreet's advance was gallantly met by General Foster's 
light tro(»ps. The fighting continued oi> the following days, 
until, on Sunday night, April 19th, a battery of five pieces, and 
some prisoners, were captured from the Confederates. On Mon- 
day the fighting was renewed, and then it relaxed for a few 
days ; afterwards, on the 1st of May, commencing again, when 
the enemy attacked the rifle-pits formed along the banks of the 
river. This led to a sharp engagement during the day, the 
Federals being compelled to retire within their defences. But, 
at this time, the advance of General Hooker on Chancellors- 
ville, called for a concentration of all the forces under Lee, and 
an order — intercepted, however, by the enemy — was sent to 
Longstreet, as also one to D. H. Hill, in North Carolina, to 
join the main army in North Virginia without delay. Accord- 
ingly, on the 4:th of May, the siege of Suffolk was abandoned, 
and Longstreet, leaving a small force behind to hold the fortifi- 
cations on the Blackwater, and keep the enemy in check, pro- 
ceeded to join General Lee. This was done rapidly ; and a 
short time afterwards, June 3d, the great movement for an in- 
vasion of ilaryland began. On the 8th, General Longstreet's 
forces, with those of Ewell, arrived at Culpepper; the Confed- 
erate army, under Lee, having, at this time, been reorganized, 
and made to consist of three large corps, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-generals Longstreet, Ewell, and A. P. Hill. Ewell was 
sent on from Culpepper, in advance, by the Shenandoah Val- 
ley, and suddenly came upon the Northern General Milroy, at 
"Winchester, driving him out of that plaee and Martinsburg 
with considerable loss. Longstreet followed fast in Ewell's 
rear, to prevent any movement of the enemy upon it, and Hill 
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came swift upon Loiigstreet. On the 26th of June, Longstrect, 
accompanvin^ General Lee, crossed the Potomac at Williama- 
port, and proceeded on to Hagerstown. Tlience, next day, he 
went to Cbambersburg ; and, on the 1st of July, the famona 
battle of Gettysburg began. For an account of this battle we 
must refer to our sketch of General Lee, and will merely ob- 
serve that, on the Ist day, Longstreet did not reach the field 
until 4.30 p. M., too late to join in the fight. He therefore re- 
turned to his headquarter, at Cashtown^ for the night. Speak- 
ing of him at this time, Colonel Fremantle says: " At supper 
that evening, he expressed himself to the eflfect that he con- 
sidered the enemy's position very formidable, and he thought 
they would intrench themselves very strongly during the night. 
Neither Longstreet nor Lee intended the fight to come off that 
day. . . Next morning, at seven o'clock, 1 rode over part of 
the ground with him, and saw him disposing of McLaws' di- 
vision for to-day's fight. . . . Ewell had the C!onfederate Irft, 
A. P. Hill the centre, and Longstreet was on the right. . . At " 
4.45 p. M. (July 2d), Longstreet suddenly commenced a heavy 
cannonading on the right; Ewell took it up on the left ; and 
thus the battle of the second day was begun. At dark it 
ceased, and, for that night, Longstreet bivouacked on the field. 
Next morninir, at an early hour, he was up, and reconnoiter- 
ing. By noon all his dispositions were made ; his troops for 
attack were deployed into line, and lying down in the woods ; 
and his batteries were ready to open. He then dismounted 
from his horse, and went to rest for a short time." Probably 
for an hour he thus slept, for at 2 p. m. he was at his post^ 
while the roar of battle sounded in his ear, and shells carried 
destruction around him. Seated on the top of a fence* at the 
edge of the wood, and looking perfectly calm, he was accosted 
by Colonel Fremantle, who said to him, in reference to the 
grand yet fearful scene before them, '^ I wouldn't have missed 
this for anything!" Longstreet replied, laughing, "The devil 
you wouldn't! I would like to have missed it very much; 
we've attacked and been repulsed: look there!" The Con- 
federates were slowly and sulkily returning towards his posi- 
tion in small broken parties, under a heavy fire of artillery. 
" I could now," says Fremantle, " thoroughly appreciate the 
term bull-dog, which I had heard applied to him by his 
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soldiers. Difficulties seemed to make no other impression 
npon him than to make him a little more savage." He im- 
mediately set about making the best arrangements in his power 
to resist the Federal advance, by pnshing forward some artil- 
lery, rallying stragglers, etc. One of his generals came up to 
him, and reported that he was nnable to bring his men np 
again. Longstreet tamed npon him and replied, " Very well, 
never mind, then, General ; jnst let them remain where they 
are ; the enemy's going to advance, and will spare yon the 
trouble.'' Many of his wounded soldiers hearing a report that 
he was killed, anxiously inquired after him, and expressed very 
great pleasure on learning the safety of their chief. 

** On the next day," says Colonel Fremantle, ^ a flag of tmee 
came over from the enemy, and its bearer announced, among 
other things, 'that Oeneral Longstreet was wounded, and a 
prisoner, but would be taken care of' Oeneral Longstreet 
sent word back that he was extremely grateful, bnt, being 
neither wounded nor a prisoner, he was quite able to take care 
of himself." The same writer, observes: **The iron endurance 
of General Longstreet is most extraordinary; he seems to re- 
quire neither food nor sleep. Most of his staff now fall fast 
asleep directly they get off their horses, they are so exhausted 
from the last three days' work." 

Longstreet, in talking of the battle, said : " The mistake they 
had made was in not concentrating the army more, and mak- 
ing the attack on the 8d with 80,000 men instead of 16,000." 
Tliat night, amid torrents of rain, the Confederate army re- 
treated to the Potomac, and thence into the Shenandoah 
Valley again. 

On the way to the Poton>ac, Longstreet's bivouac for the 
night was near a large tavei*n, and he had sent to order some 
6up[fer there for himself and staff; but when he went in to 
devour it, General McLaws and his officers were found rapidly 
finishing the whole, apparently in ignorance who it was for, 
and too hungry to inquire. More, however, was soon procured, 
and the General sat down to a good meal. During supper, 
some women of the house came rushing in, exclaiming, " Oh, 
good heavens, they're killing our fat hogs. Which is the 
General? Which is the great officer? Our milch cows are 
now going." Longstreet at once replied to them, shaking his 
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head in a melancholy manner, ^' Yes, madam, it's very sad — 
very sad, and this sort of thing has been going on in Virginia 
more than two years — very sad !" 

That night he, with his officers and men, slept on the open 
ground beneath a heavy, pouring rain, yet so wearied as to 
be almost unconscious of their uncomfortable position. 

Kext day there was a laughable spectacle in the afternoon. 
A negro dressed in the full uniform of a Northern soldier^ with 
a rifle at full cock, was seen leading along a barefooted white 
man, with whom he had evidently changed clothes. Greneral 
Longstreet stopped the pair, and asked the black man what it 
meant. He replied, "The two soldiers in charge of this 
here Yank have got drunk, so for fear he should escape I 
have took care of him, and brought him through that little 
town." 

For the next two months nothing, except a splendid review 
of the whole army, occurred, of importance, connected with 
General Longstreet; but, in the beginning of September, it 
was found necessary to send reinforcements to Bragg's army 
in Tennessee and North Georgia, and he was detached from 
Lee to proceed thither. General Burnside had been appointed 
by the North in command of East Tennessee, and Cumberland 
Gap was surrendered to him on the 9th of September, by a 
Confederate force stationed there. On the same day, Chatta- 
nooga was occupied by Rosecrans, and Bragg's army fell back 
to Chickamauga. Thus it was important that Longstreet 
should bring his reinforcements into the field as speedily as 
possible, for the Confederates in that quarter were pressed 
sorely, and unanimity did not seem to pervade all their 
councils. Accordingly he pushed forward, by the way of 
Richmond and through Georgia, his advance arriving at the 
scene of operations just prior to the battle of the 18|fh of 
September. 

The part Longstreet bore in this battle, which ended in the 
defeat of the Federals, after an heroic resistance under the 
gallant Thomas, is known to have contributed much to the 
fortunes of the day, and he strongly urged that advantage^ 
should be immediately taken by a forward movement of the 
whole army. But General Bragg deemed it advisable not to 
do so, much to the mortification of all his officers and troops. 
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Tlie following particulars derived from the Richmond En* 
qutrer of October 3l8t, will serve better to explain what 
occurred : 

" Wlien Longstreet took command of the left wing of the 
army on Sunday morning, the 20th, he found it helter skelter, 
with gaps a mile long between the brigades, and everything 
in confusion generally. The position chosen for the fight by 
General Bragg was most unfavorable in case of a repulse, and 
altogether in favor of the enemy. The order was for the right 
to begin the attack at dawn, but it was eleven o'clock before 
it opened, and then it rolled along until the left took it up. In 
a very short time, to use General Bragg's own words, " the 
right was disastrously repulsed, and had no fight in it," and 
Longstreet had to meet the enemy entirely alone. After some 
hours of hard fighting he drove him, in the wildest confusion, 
from every position, took from thirty to forty pieces of artil- 
lery, thousands of prisoners, and converted their army into a 
terrified, fiying mob. It was then that he saw that by a for- 
ward movement of the whole army Bosecrans' whole force 
could be captured in twenty hours, and that no obstacle was 
between us and the Ohio, and perhaps peace. He therefore 
sent word to Wheeler, who was on his left, to dash forward 
between Chattanooga and the enemy, and cut him to pieces; 
but just as Wheeler was about to execute this movement he 
received an order from General Bragg directing him to pick 
up arms and stragglers. Longstreet had not heard from Bragg 
but once during the day, and then it was to say that he was 
beaten on the right. He now sent to beg him to advance, 
but the general-iii-ehief declined doing so." 

On the 19th of October, General Grant arrived at Chatta- 
nooga and relieved General Rosecrans. The Confederates, at 
this time, occupied the south side of the Tennessee river, 
above Chattanooga to near Bridgeport below, and taking in 
the valley, Missionary ridge, and Lookout mountain. General 
Grant quickly determined to drive them from these positions, 
by uniting his forces, and, on the 26th, commenced operations 
by a series of excellent movements under Hooker, with the 
personal superintendence of General "Baldy" Smith, of the 
Engineer corps. 

During Monday night the enemy crossed the Tennessee in 
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rear of Chattanooga, passed over the narrow peak known as 
the Moccasin, again crossed the river, and intrenched them- 
selves on the heights which align its margin. The movement 
was designed to pave the way for the advance of a column 
from Bridgeport, np the valley towards and, if necessary, into 
Chattanooga. The latter must have commenced nearly simul- 
taneously with the one first mentioned, for on the night of 
Tuesday our commanders learned of its approach in this 
direi?tion. 

During Wednesday morning, the head of the column was 
espied in the distance from Lookout Peak, and by dusk it had 
effected a junction with the forces in the neighborhood of 
Brown's Ferry. Subsequent developments showed that the 
Eleventh and Twelfth corps of Meade's army — the fonner 
under command of Howard, and the latter under command of 
Slocuin, and the whole under Joe Hooker — had taken thia 
method of reaching the Union army of Tennessee. 

'*'On Lookout peak," says a writer, vividly describing the 
affair^ '' gazing down upon the singular spectacle — a coup 
(Tceily which embraced, in curious contrasts, the beauties of 
nature and the achievments of art, the blessings of peace and 
the horrors of war — were Generals Bragg, Longstreet, and 
others, to whom this bold venture of the enemy opened at once 
new vistas of thought and action. Infantry, artillery, and 
cavalry, all glided silently by, like a procession of fantoccini in 
a panorama, until among all the sundown's sumptuous pic- 
tures, which glowed around, there was not one like that of the 
great, fresh, bustling camp, suddenly grown into view, with 
its thousand twinkling lights, its groups of men and animals, 
and its lines of white-topped wagons now strung, like a neck- 
lace of pearls, around the bosom of the hills. Tlie Federals 
had succeeded in effecting a junction with their army of 
Chattanooga." 

An attempt on the part of the Confederates, to check this 
movement, it is said, would have been impracticable, without 
bringing on a general engagement, since an interposition of 
their forces across the valley would have necessitated a fight on 
both front and rear, and on both sides the enemy had the ad- 
vantage of flanks protected. Tlie first corps having passed) 
and a portion of it gone into camp, there was still visible be- 
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low a coneiderable Diimber of wagons, guarded, apparently, 
by an escort of from fifteen hundred to two thousand men! 
Hoping to capture these, General Longstreet determined, dur- 
ing the night, to make an attack, and accordingly ordered Gen- 
eral Jenkins, commanding Hood's division, to take position for 
the purpose. 

^^ The enemy occupied a line of hills parallel with the riTer in 
the neighborhood of Brown's Ferry ; Law and Robertson the 
same line of hills, but nearer to Lookout Mountain, to prevent 
an attack on Bratton's rear, and Benning a position on the left 
of the two last named, being intended as a support to Colonel 
Bratton. Tliese three brigades, as it were, covered the bridges 
across Lookout creek, over which they had marched, and 
threatened the line of the enemy at Brown's Ferry» Colonel 
Bratton. with Jenkins' brigade, now moved over to the feft a 
mile or more up the valley, to attack the supposed rear-g^avd, 
and capture the wagon-train. 

^^Skirmishers being thrown out, the Federal pickets were soon 
encountered. These falling back, the enemy were found in line 
of battle, and, instead of being surprised, received our troops 
with a heavy volley. It was not long before it was discovered, 
that instead of a paltry body of men, who would yield as soon 
as discovered, we were fighting a whole division, belonging to 
the Twelfth corps, General Slocura, who had closely followed 
in the rear of the preceding column, and encamped after night. 
Nothing was to be done but to fight it boldly out, and make up 
in pluck and obstinacy what was lacking in numbers. On our 
part we had but six regiments — the Firet, Colonel Eilpatrick ; 
Second Rifles, Colonel Thompson ; Fifth, Colonel Coward ; 
Sixth, Colonel Bratton ; Palmetto Sharpshooters, Colonel 
Walker, and Hamprom Legion, Colonel Gary. Steadily as on 
a parade, these filed into position, and in a few moments artil- 
lery and musketry were playing with terrible effect through 
our ranks. 

''The enemy in the neighborhood of Brown's Ferry discover- 
ing a battle in progress, had already thrown forward two col- 
umns, one of wliich advanced to attack the line occupied by 
Generals Law and Robertson, while the other moved steadily 
past that front, and aimed to penetrate the long interval be- 
tween Bratton and Benning ; in other words, to cut Jenkins' 
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brigade off from the bridges over Lookout creek. The first 
column met with little success, being checked by tlie sharp fire 
of the Alabamiaus and Texans ; but the second promised other 
results. The situation was a critical one ; but General Jenkins, 
quickly divining the object of the movement, met the issue bj 
ordering Bratton to return to the bridges, and the remainder 
of the division to hold its position at every hazard, until the 
safety of the former was assured. Lieutenant-colonel Logan, 
of the Hampton Legion, with fourteen companies whom be 
had relieved from picket, having reached the field, was or- 
dered to the left of Benning, where, occupying a hill, he ex- 
tended our line, and naturally contributed to the check of the 
enemy. 

"Although we had not achieved a victory, we had, judging 
by results, been blessed with a providential success. The Fed- 
erals encountered by Jenkins' brigade, were undoubtedly on 
the eve of a disastrous defeat, as is shown by the facts already 
set forth, namely, the breaking of the lines, and falling back in 
front, and on the right and left flanks, until wagon-trains and 
prisoners were captured in the rear. On the other hand, the 
pressure of the Yankee columns from Brown^s Ferry, where it 
was known there were, at least, two corps, not distant more 
than a mile and a half, so threatened the integrity of our po- 
sition, that it eventually became critical in the extreme. 
Probably from seven to ten thousand troops enveloped the line 
designed to protect Bratton from an attack upon his rear, and 
in a few moments they would have intersected the only road 
by which he could return. 

" Being unable to counteract a movement on so grand a scale, 
with the small force at his command, General Jenkins did the 
next best thing, which was to recall Colonel Bratton, and to 
compel him, at the moment of success, to abandon all the 
fruits of his struggle, which had been so gloriously wrested 
from the cnem}'. Instead of censure, therefore, praise belongs 
to every officer and man concerned in the expedition. On the 
part ot' General Longstreet, the design was just like himself — 
bold, daring, dashing ; and had it not been for the circum- 
stances mentioned, it would have resulted in complete sno- 
cess." 

In the beginning of November, Longstreet was dispatched 
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by Bragg up the valley towards Knoxville, where Bamside 
was operating. Longstreet, however, was very ill provided 
for his troops, and had to subsist them as best he could. ^^ At 
Lenoir station, he began by capturing a train of eighty-five 
wagons, many of them loaded with valuable medical stores. 
At Bean station, he captured thirty wagons, a quantity of 
forage, and some horses ; and in the Clinch valley forty other 
wagons, laden with sugar and coffee." Several guns and a 
number of prisoners were also captured; and at Loudon, he 
had encountered General Burnside, compelling him to fall 
back to Knoxville, which Longstreet immediately besieged. 
This was on the I7th and 18th of November; and a constant 
fire was thenceforth maintained, until the evening of the 28th, 
when it was determined to make an assault upon one of the 
forts commanding the approaches to the town. This fort was 
on a hill near the Kingston road, and was called Fort Sanders. 
It was a very strong work, and in front of it were felled trees, 
with the tops turning in all directions, and making an almost 
impassable mass of brush and timber. A space around the 
fort was cleared, and the ditch in front was about ten feet 
deep, with the parapet nearly twenty feet high. 

At daylight of November 29, the assaulting column moved 
up the slope, and was met by a heavy artillery fire, which 
fearfully mowed down the advancing soldiers. Still onward 
they pushed, struggling through the network of fallen timber 
and other devices laid down to impede them. But, the intri- 
cate passage by which they had to mount, was too difficult for 
them easily to master. The foremost parties stumbled and 
fell over each other in confusion, at the same time the enemy's 
fire poured fiercer and fiercer on their heads. The embrasures 
of the fort, and the whole line of the parapet blazed forth at 
once. Nevertheless, this did not effectually stop the advance. 
Pushing on over every obstacle, they soon reached within 
pistol-shot of the fort; then, suddenly, the enemy's guns 
launched forth from every quarter, and the Confederate line 
was shattered. Some, however, managed to spring into the 
ditch, and clamber up the glacis, planting their fiag almost 
side by side with the Federal colors. The Confederate officers 
boldly kept the lead, in front, to the very fort itself, but as 
each head appeared above the parapet, a spatter of blood and 
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brains marked where the heroic assailants had met their doom. 
A Confederate captain succeeded in reaching one of the eixi- 
bnisurcs, and, " pusliing his body through till he actually faced 
the very muzzle of the cannon, demanded the surrender of the 
garrison. The answer to him was the discharge of the piece, 
when, rent limb from limb, his mangled corse, or what waB 
left of it, was hurled outward into the air." The brave men, 
thus at the very walls, seeing themselves now alone, snrreu- 
dered and were hauled into the fort ; but not until the trench 
was filled with the dead and dying. The assault, therefore, 
had failed, and the Confederates retired. 

At this time, Burnside's forces within Knoxville were suffer- 
ing much from short rations, and provisions were so scarce 
that only half allowance of bread could be isSued. What the 
result might have been we cannot say ; but General Sherman, 
who had been advancing from Chattanooga to Burnsidc'S re- 
lief, arrived on the night of December 3d, and thus compelled 
Longstreet to raise the siege. He retreated at once towards 
Rutledge, up the valley, pursued next day by Burnside's (until 
relieved by Foster) and Sherman's forces combined. Long- 
street, however, still fell back without battle, until he had 
reached Bear station, on the Cumberland Gap road, where, 
being hard pressed, he turned and attacked the enemy's ad- 
vance, driving him back to Russellville. This was on Decem- 
ber 13th, and next day, Longstreet firmly established himself 
for awhile, with his headquarters at Rodgersville, where he 
could carry on such operations, on either side, as circumstances 
might require. lie had hoped to find his railroad communi* 
cations with Virginia open, but, about this time, General 
Averill, of the Federal army, cut them off by destroying the 
track at Salem, Southwest Virginia. This compelled Long- 
street to fall back upon his own resources ; and, by the ad- 
mirable arrangements he made, he succeeded in making his 
army self-subsisting in a tract of country where it was thought 
impossible for him to remain without external aid. 

At the end of December, 1868, he was around Kutledge and 
Morristown, but unable to follow up advantages, in conse- 
quence of the large number of barefooted men in his com- 
mand, at a time, too, when the weather was bitterly cold, and 
the mountains covered with snow. This, however, was reme- 
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died soon afterwards by a supply of shoes and blankets sent to 
his army in the early part January, while he was in winter- 
quarters at Morristown ; his cavalry, meanwhile, daily skirm- 
isliing with the enemy. Still, for both armies, the rigors of 
the season, in that mountain region, must have been very 
severe; and, we can hardly conceive what the soldiers must 
have endured. 

At this time, the following interesting correspondence passed 
between General Longstreet and Foster. We insert it, as in- 
dicative of the character of him whose life we briefly sketch : 



LETTER FROM GENERAL LONGSTREET TO GENERAL FOSTER. 

HSikDQUARTlERB, CONFEDERATE FORCBB, ) 

East Tbnsbsskb, Jan. 3, 1884. ) 

To THE OOMMAKDINe QSVERAL, UkITKD STATES FORCES, EaST TENNESSEB 

Sib — I find the proclamation of President Lincoln, of the 
8th of December last, in circulation in handbills among our 
soldiers. The immediate object of this circulation seems to be 
to induce our soldiers to quit our ranks and take the oath of 
allegiance to the United States government. I presume, how- 
ever, that the great object and end in view is to hasten the day 
of peace. I respectfully suggest, for your consideration, the 
propriety of communicating any views that your government 
may have upon this subject through me, rather than by hand- 
bills circulated amongst our soldiers. 

The few men who may desert under the promise held out in 
the proclamation, cannot be men of character or standing. If 
they desert their cause, they disgrace themselves in the eyes of 
God and of man. They can do your cause no good, nor can 
they injure ours. 

As a great nation, you can accept none but an honorable 
peace. As a noble people, you could have us accept nothing 
less. 

I submit, therefore, whether the mode that I suggest would 
not be more likely to lead to an honorable end than such a cir- 
culation of a partial promise of pardon. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. LONGSTREET, 
lieatenant-genend oomnuuidiiig. 
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GENERAL FOSTER'S REPLY. 

Headquartebs, Departkent of the Ohio^) 
Knoxyille, East Tekn., Jozl 7, 1864. ) 

LiEUTENANT-OEIVERAL COMMAl^DING CONFEDERATE FORCES IN EAST TENN. : 

Sir — I liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, dated Januarj^ 3, 1864. 

You are correct in the supposition that the great object in 
view in the circulation of the President's proclamation is to 
induce those now in rebellion against the government to lay 
aside their arms and return to their allegiance as citizens of 
the United States, thus securing the reunion of States now 
arrayed in hostility against one another, and the restoration of 
peace. 

The immediate effect of the circulation may be to canae 
many men to leave your ranks to return home, or come within 
our lines, and, in view of this latter course, it has been thought 
proper to issue an order announcing the favorable terms on 
which deserters will be received. 

I accept, however, your suggestion that it would have been 
more courteous to have sent these documents to you for circa- 
lation, and I embrace, with pleasure, the opportunity thna 
afforded to enclose you twenty (20) copies of each of these 
documents, and rely upon your generosity and desire for peace 
to give publicity to the same among your officers and men. 

I have the honor to be. General, very respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER^ 

Major-general Oommanding. 



HEADqXTARTERS, DEPARTMENT EaST TENNBBBBE, ) 

Jan. 11, 1864. ) 
Sir — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr 
letter of the 7th of January, with its inclosures, etc. 

Tlie disingenuous manner in which you have misconstrued 
my letter of the 3d, has disappointed me. The suggestion you 
claim to have adopted, was in words, as follows : 

"I presume, however, that the great object and end in view 
was to hasten the day of peace. I respectfully suggest, for 
your consideration, the propriety of communicating any views 
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that your government may liave on this subject through me, 
rather than by hand-bills circulated among our soldiers." 

Tliis sentence repudiates, in its own terms, the construction 
which you have forced upon it. Let me remind you, too, that 
the spirit and tone of my letter were to meet honorable senti- 
ments. 

The absolute want of pretext for your construction of the 
letter, induces me to admonish you against triiSing over the 
events of this great war. You cannot pretend to have an- 
swered my letter in the spirit of frankness due to a soldier, 
and yet it is hard to believe that an officer commanding an 
army of veteran soldiers, on whose shoulders rest, in no small 
part, the destiny of empires, could so far forget the height of 
this great argument at arms, and so betray the dignity of his 
high station, as to fall into a contest of jests and jibes. 

I have read your order announcing the favorable terms on 
which deserters will be received. Step by step you have gone 
on in violation of the laws of honorable warfare. Our farms 
have been destroyed, our women and children have been 
robbed, and our houses have been pillaged and burnt. You 
have laid your plans and worked diligently to produce whole- 
sale murder by servile insurrection. And now, the most igno- 
ble of all, you propose to degrade tlie human race by inducing 
soldiers to dishonor and forswear themselves. 

Soldiers who have met your own on so many honorable 
fields, who have breasted the storm of battle in defence of 
their honor, their families, and their homes, for three long 
years, have a right to expect more of honor, even in their 
adversaries. 

I beg leave to return the copies of the proclamation, and 
your order. 

I have the honor to renew to you the assurance of great 

respect, your obedient servant, 

J. LONGSTREET, 
Lieatenant-general Commanding. 
Biajor-general J. G. Foster, Commanding Department Ohio. 

Towards the end of January, 1864:, Longstreet received 
large reinforcements, and early in February the lines of com- 
munication with Virginia were repaired. In March, sundry 
movements indicated a falling back up the valley, but, in real- 



318 SOUTHERN GENERALS. 

ity, tliese were only to cover the real object, which was to nnite 
again with General Lee, in Virginia. This was done by April ; 
and once m<;re the hardy soldiers, under Longstreet, were on 
the old ground about Gordonsville. Here they rested awhile, 
until, on ther 4th of May, they were ordered forward to the 
battlefield of the Wilderness. 

"We have given particulars of these events in our sketch of 
Lee, and need only refer to Longstseet's share in them. 

On the 3d of May he was in position, thirteen miles south- 
west of the Rapidan. On the 4th he took up marching orders ; 
and on the night of the 5th, halted within twelve miles of the 
field of battle of that day. At midnight he was informed of 
the danger of Hill's corps, and immediately broke up his 
bivouac, commencing his march about two o'clock on the 
morning of the 6th. Directly his troops arrived on the battle* 
field, General Longstreet rushed forward, with his stafiT, to head 
the advance. Tlieir faces glowing, the horses prancing, the 
cavalcade surrounding the Lieutenant-general had, however, 
not passed more than a hundi-ed yards in advance of the 
column, when their mood was sobered into profound regret 
One of the brigades of the flanking force, heated with the 
work of destruction that they had executed so splendidly, mis- 
took the glad group of horsemen that came prancing along the 
plank-road, for a party of the flying foe. It poured into them, 
at short range, a deadly fire ! General Jenkins fell instantly 
from his horse, with a bullet in his brain. Longstreet received a 
ball that entered his throat, and passed out through his right 
shoulder. Bleeding like an ox, he was helped from his horse, 
so prostrated, that fears were entertained of his immediate 
death. Major Walton, a gallant Mississippian, on his stafl^, 
threw open his vest and shirt-collar, and found great relief ia 
discovering that he was mistaken in supposing that the. ball 
had cut the carotid artery. 

Placed on a litter, the wounded general was removed from 
the field ; but, feeble though he was, from the loss of blood, 
he did not fail to lift his hat, from time to time, as he passed 
down the column, in acknowledgment of its cheers of applause 
and sympathy. 

General Longstreet was taken to his family, at Lynchbarg^ 
where he gradually recovered. On the 18th of May he wrote 
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to Judge LoDg^tt^eet, that his wound was severe, but not dan- 
gerous. ^^It is," said he, ^Hhrough the neck and shoulder; 
but I am improving." His corps, now under command of 
General R. H. Anderson, shared in all the after battles at 
Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor, and Petersburg, where it arrived 
on the 17th of June. 

It was, however, nearly six months before Longstreet could 
report for duty. After staying a while at Lynchburg, he was 
removed fhrther South, for the benefit of his health, and re- 
turned in October, sufficiently recovered to take up his com- 
mand again. He then issued the following general order : 
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The undersigned, with deep and grateful emotions, resumes 
command of his army corps. 

Although separated from it since the first action of the past 
eventful campaign, the history of your share in that cam- 
paign is not unknown to him. 

He has marked with pride and pleasure the success which 
has attended your heroic efforts under the accomplished com- 
mander who has 80 worthily led you. 

Soldiers, let us not go backward. Let the First corps be 
always true to itself. We have in the past a brilliant, an un- 
surpassed record. Let our future eclipse it in our eagerness 
for glory, our love of country, and our determination to beat 
the enemy. 

J. LONQSTREET, lieatenantgeneraL 

From that date, though many reports were spread abroad of 
his being appointed to the Shenandoah Valley, there is nothing 
important of his movements to relate, apart from what belongs 
to the army, as already mentioned in our sketch of General 
Lee. Tlie following, concerning him, however, may be inter- 
esting. 
Tlie Richmond correspondent of the London Times writes : 
" I am happy to report that General Longstreet is at present 
quite free from the nervous sensibility in his right arm, from 
which for some time he suffered. The nerves of motion are 
still entirely paralyzed, and the arm is almost useless ; but he 
is able slightly to move the fingers, and it is the opinion of 



330 SOUTHEBN OENEBAL8. 

array surgeons, that he will regain plenary nse of it in from 
eighteen months to two years, when the nervous tissue shall 
have time to repair itself. His general health and spirits are 
excellent, and his confidence in the ability of his soldiers to 
hold the Confederate line, and keep the enemy out of Richmond 
for an unlimited period, is unabated. It is a strong testimony 
to General Longstreet's value as a soldier, that each of the 
three great captains of Secessia — Lee, Beauregard, and Johna- 
ton—esteem him equally, and desires his presence by his side. 
Upon the 18th instant, Beauregard telegraphed from Jackson- 
ville, in Alabama, soliciting Longstreet's company in the West, 
but it was determined that he could not be spared from his 
old army corps before Richmond." 
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was actively engaged throughout the Seminole war in Florida, 
and in duty along the coast. In 1838 he was at camp "Mi»- 
sionary Hill," two miles from Chattanooga, while Gteneral 
Scott was engaged in removing the Cherokees to the West. 
In the tall of that year he went to Fort Cummins, where he 
was for some time in command. 

In the Mexican war, Captain Bragg was under General 
Taylor, and accompanied him to Corpus Christi. He was at 
the battle of Palo Alto, and Kesaca de la Palma, and, for hia 
vigonnis defence of Fort Brown, opposite Matamoras, on the 
9tli of May, 1846, he was warmly commended to President 
Polk. At Monterey, Captain Bragg highly distinguished 
himself, as the following extracts from an account of the 
Mexican war will show. The writer says: " Captain Bragg's 
battery of light artillery having been sent for, the gallant 
captain came down the road at full gallop, exposed for nearly 
half a mile to the fire of the heavy gnns of the citadel, and 
soon brought his battery into action in one of the narrow lanes 
on the outskirts of the city, directing his fire towards the bar- 
ricades, and then proceeded to Captain Garland's assistance. • 
. . . Finally, he had to withdraw his battery from the narrow 
position he occupied in the lane, and in doing so he had to 
unlimber the gun carriages and reverse them. Four of his 
horses were killed, and seven wounded. These had to be re- 
placed ; and, in retiring, he was again exposed to the same 
deadly cross-fire. In this movement he lost two men killed 
and four wounded." 

For his conduct in this engagement at Monterey, he was 
highly complimented by his superior officers. At Baena 
Vista he was likewise very conspicuous for his bravery, and it 
is reported of him that, in the final charge, when there was 
imminent danger of a defeat, he headed a gallant few, and 
succcded in hurling back the enemy at a most critical moment. 
It was during the hottest part of this engagement that General 
Taylor rode up to Captain Bragg's battery, and, as is currently 
reported, used the words we have already quoted : '^ A little 
more grape, Captain Bragg." The correctness of this has been, 
however, denied in a letter published more than five years 
ago, and which may be found in the New Fork HeraUL of 
August 7th, 1859. However, that is immaterial to oar present 
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purpose. Captain Bragg undonbtodly bore himself most 
bravely throughout the war, and for his gallant conduct he 
was brevetted Lieutenant-colonel. 

" After the battle of Buena Vista," saj's a Southern paper, 
^Uwo attempts were made to assassinate him." Of one of 
these he himself gives an account in a letter dated August 
26th, 1847, from which the following is an extract: 

An attempt was made, about 2 a. h., night before last, to 
assassinate me in my bed. I have no clue to the perpetrator, 
and can suggest no reason for the act. My escape without 
injury is almost miraculous. As exaggerated accounts may 
reach the press, tlie truth may interest you. A twelve-pound 
shell, heavily charged, was placed within two feet of my bed, 
just outside of my tent, and exploded by a slow match ; the 
fragments literally riddling my tent and bedding, pieces pass- 
ing above and below me, some through a blanket spread over 
me, and yet I was untouched. I was not aware that I had an 
enemy in the world, and at times feel disposed to believe now 
that it may have been intended as a practical joke by some 
fool ignorant of the effect of shells thus exploded. Be that as 
it may, my escape was almost miraculous, and I prefer not re- 
peating the joke." 

After the Mexican war. Lieutenant-colonel Bragg accom- 
panied Colonel Albert Sidney Johnson on his expedition to 
Utah. On the 3d of January, 1856, he resigned his commis- 
sion, leaving the United States military service, and devoted 
himself to a plantation he had in Louisiana. As appears by 
a letter made public at the time, he was a candidate for some 
local office in that State; but we hear little of him until 
the present war opened. He was then made commander-in- 
chief of the forces of Louisiana, by the legislature of that 
State; but, shortly afterwards. President Davis appointed 
him a brigadier-general in the Confederate army, and placed 
liim in command of the forces at Pensacola, the Congress 
at Montgomery confirming the same in the early part of 
March, 1861. 

General Bragg immediately went to his post, and fixed his 
headquarters at the Marine Hospital. He then issued a proc- 
lamation, forbidding all parties from finnishing supplies to 
the Federal war ships off Pensacola, and restricting communi- 
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cation of any kind between the people in the village and the 
vessels outside. Tlie effect of this was severely felt by the 
crews afloat, for we find, from a letter dated March 18th, that 
" all the ships were out of provisions, and, only for the energy 
and enttTprise of Captain Adams, of the Sabine, they would 
have been obliged to leave Florida altogether. The steamers 
could get no wood nor water, and a smuggler from Pensacola 
was actually selling water at four cents per gallon.'' 

At this especial time, it must be remembered that open war 
had not broken out between the North and South ; but the 
state of things at Pensacola was similar to that which Charles- 
ton presented, though the latter, as a great city, had the higher 
importance, and is more publicly known. At Pensacola, the 
fine bay, and the splendid navy yard, forming the principal 
depot of the Gulf fleet, alone made the place of any note. 
The village itself was, otherwise, comparatively insigniflicant, 
but, in consequence of its nautical advantages, a small military 
force under Lieutenant Slemmer was, in the beginning of 
1861, stationed there in charge of the forts. These forts were, 
Fort McRae, on the main land, with a lagoon behind it, and 
guarding one side of the harbor; Fort Barancas, directly fa- 
cing the entrance of the harbor, and Fort Pickens on the other, 
or east side of the harbor entrance. This latter was on the ex- 
tremity of the long, low, sandy Santa Kosa Island, which 
stretched away to the eastward, and formed an excellent 
breakwater to the bay. The Navy Yard was about a mile 
inside the bay, beyond Fort Barancas, and was thus in an 
admirably safe position. 

Now, when Florida and Alabama seceded. State troops were 
immediately sent to secure these places. This was early in 
January, 1861. Forts Baranciis and McKae, with the navy 
yard, were at once surrendered by the naval commandant; 
but Lieutenant Slemmers, not approving such a course, secretly 
crossed over to Fort Pickens, as Major Anderson did from 
Moultrie to Sumter, and there heroically stationed himself and 
brave followers, to maintain the honor of his flag, until directed 
by his government what to do. In this, no honest-minded 
Southerner could justly blame him, but on the contraiy, he 
should award the praise such conduct so well deserved. Hit 
position, however, was extrmely critical, and the Federal Oov- 
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eminent deterrained to relieve him by sending reinforcements, 
in a steam transport ; and the sloop-of-war Brooklyn was also 
dispatched for the purpose of affording protection. 

Meanwhile, a secret agent, Lieutenant, now, Commander 
Worden — well known as connected with his gallant little 
Monitor — bravely ventured to take dispatches to the garrison, 
announcing this reinforcement and supplies; but in the at- 
tempt he was caught, and imprisoned. 

We have no space, however, to relate the many interesting 
incidents that followed, and must, therefore, hurriedly pass 
them over, confining ourselves merely to the doings of him 
whose life we briefly sketch. But, the preceding information 
will give the reader an idea of the position of affairs when 
General Bragg took command. 

General Bragg was well known to be a strict disciplinarian, 
and a very determined man. Certainly his position was very 
peculiar, and to maintain it required great nerve and energy, 
with a powerful and clear mind. The fearful burst of war had 
not yet been heard, and it was hardly possible to foresee what 
a day might bring forth. At length the news of Sumter fallen, 
settled all doubts ; and blood was thenceforth to stream through 
the length and breath of the land. Bragg's measures now be- 
came even more vigorous. Contraband information to the 
enemy, of any kind, was immediately punished. Newspaper 
correspondents were forbidden to promulgate news without 
permission ; and one was sent to Montgomery under arrest for 
infringing the order. Postmaster Lamberton was also im- 
prisoned for the same thing. Preparations were commenced 
for attacking Fort Pickens — now reinforced, and Lieutenant 
Slemmer relieved of his command by Colonel Harvey Brown ; 
but General Bragg was officially notified by Colonel Brown, 
through Lieutenant Slemmer, that he should act simply on the 
defensive. Permission was asked by the Federals to send a 
messenger to Washington ; but this was refused. 

In the month of April the garrison of Fort Pickens was re- 
inforced, and now numbered over one thousand men ; and 
thus, through the early part of the summer, both parties re- 
mained looking at each other, but also strengthening their po- 
sition. On June 24th, Fort Pickens was additionally rein- 
forced by the arrival of Colonel William Wilson's Zonavee ; 



326 BOUTHSBN OSNEBAL8. 

and these establiBhed themselves three quarters of a mile east 
of the fort, to gnard against Bragg^s threatened landing on that 
part of Santa Rosa Island. 

July, August, and September passed, and, excepting a few 
minor occurrences, nothing of importance took place. At length, 
on the 8th of October, General Bragg sent a secret expedition by 
night, to break up Wilson^s encampment. The force consisted 
of several companies of men, selected from regiments, for this 
special service, and were taken across in two steamers, a bai^, 
and five or six launches, all under the command of General R. 
H. Anderson, of South Carolina, lately appointed under Bragg. 
They landed on the eastern part of the island — the night was 
very dark, and the enemy apparently wrapped in total security. 
Suddenly a wild cry of alarm from the outlying pickets is heard 
by the startled Federal Zouaves. Up from their couches they 
spring, in the garments of sleep, and rush out in amazement. 
Firing is heard, and before they can prepare for the attack, on 
come a host of foes, crushing in among them, slaying right 
and left! 

It was a terrible sight — an awful moment I For the instant 
appalled, the surprized Federals are powerless ; but tlieir nat- 
ural courage is soon' recovered, and with the mad ferocity 
of entrapped men, they enter into the fight 1 The Confede- 
rates, however, are in a greater number than themselves, and 
drive them back to the very fort itself with fearful slaughter. 
Xow, however, the tide of blood turns. Tlie Federal com- 
mandant of Fort Pickens comes upon the scene ; and the Con- 
federates, having accomplished their main object, retreat to 
their boats, pursued by the enemy. Finally, General Ander- 
son's command return to the main land, with some loss, and he 
himself, wounded. Thus ended General Bragg^s night-surprise 
of the Federals on Santa Rosa Island. 

A few weeks after this, in November, the bombardment of 
Pensacola was opened by the Federal fleet, and at night-time 
the scene was truly magnificent. This lasted, however, with 
variations, through the winter, but we can not here give space 
to its description. 

Bragg was now made a Major-general, and as symptoms of 
serious Federal operations had shown themselves at the month 
of the Mississippi, he was often at Mobile to watch what 
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going on, and to see to its defences. In the latter part of De- 
cember he was thus away, when a little, unarmed propeller, 
employed between the Confederate forts and the village of 
Pensacola, was fired into from Fort Pickens, which led to a 
renewal of fire between the opposite parties holding possession 
at Barancas, and Santa Kosa. A spectator says : ^^ Through 
almost the entire night our guns kept up, at regular intervals, 
their fire. The scene was grand beyond conception — the shells, 
in their screeching and screaming journey, resembling startled 
meteors coursing the heavens. About twelve o^clock several 
buildings in Warrington were fired, and flames, lighting up the 
yard, and the village, and forts, and batteries, presenting a 
scene grand as the bombardment which perpetuates the name 
of Anderson, and the birth-day of the new year. We have 
6u£fered no loss of life or limb, nor sustained any injury in guns. 
Tliere is little likelihood of any more firing — ^no injury can be 
inflicted on the enemy, nor can he harm us." 

In the beginning of February, 1862, Greneral Bragg estab- 
lished his headquarters at Mobile; and shortly afterwards 
was sent, with his Second division, to join the army of the 
Mississippi, then under command of General A. S. Johnson, 
with General Beauregard as commander-in-chief of the depart- 
ment. 

General Bragg's headquarters were now at Jackson, Ten- 
ncsc^ee ; and on March 5th, 1862, he issued a stringent order 
with regard to all persons travelling without authority, and de- 
tailing a guard of one commissioned oflicer, and five men, to 
accompany each passenger train on the Memphis and Charles- 
ton, and M(»bile and Ohio railroads. He also prohibited the 
sale of intoxicating lic^uors within five miles of any station oc- 
cupied by the troi)p8, or within one mile of any public high- 
way used as a military road. Martial law was, likewise, pro- 
claimed at Memphis ; and all prisoners were to be sent to 
Mobile, whence a proper guard from that place was to transfer 
them to Tuscaloosa, Alabama. On the 6th of April occurred 
the battle of Shiloh, and here General Bragg commanded the 
centre of the army. In his official report, he says: "But few 
regiments of my command had ever had a day's march, and 
a very large proportion of the rank and file had never i>er- 
turmed a day's labor. Our organization had been most hasty, 
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with great deficiency in commanders, and was, therefore, very 
imperfect. The equipment was lamentably defective for field* 
service, and our transportation, hastily impressed in the country, 
was deficient in quantity, and very inferior in quality. With 
all these drawbacks, the troops marched, late in the afternoon 
of the 3d of April — a day later than intended — in high 
spirits, and eager for the contest. ... About 2 a. h., of the 
5th, a drenching rain storm commenced, to which the troops 
were exposed, without tents, and continued untiF daylight, 
rendering it so dark, and filling the creeks and ravines to such 
an extent, as to make it impracticable to move at night • . . 
It was seven o'clock in the morning before the road was clear, 
BO as to put my command in motion. ... At this juncture, 
the commanding general arrived at our position. My column 
moved on without delay, and, as promptly as could be, they 
were formed according to order of battle." 

General Bragg then gives details of the battle in that por- 
tion of it under his command, speaking of Major-general Polk 
as his " senior," and, therefore, resigning to him authority in 
certain parts of the field, and concludes by mentioning the 
names of those who had specially distinguished themselves. 
He adds, " Brigadier-general A. H. Gladden fell early in the 
action, mortally wounded, whilst gallantly leading his men in 
a successful charge. No better soldier lived — no truer man or 
nobler patriot ever shed his blood in a just cause." His report 
embraces a few remarks on the results of the battle, and the 
causes which produced a state of things diflferent from what 
might have been expected. " But," says he, " no one cause, 
probably, contributed so greatly to our loss of time, which was 
the loss of success, as the fall of the commanding geneml, A. 
S. Johnson," 

Tlie army fell back to Corinth, and about that time Bragg 
was made a full general, dating from April 6th, 1862. When 
it was expected another engagement would take place, he 
issued, on the 5th of May, a stirring address to his soldiers, 
and in allusion to the enemy said, '^ such a foe ought never to 
conquer freemen, battling upon their own soiL" The evacna- 
tion of Corinth, however, and subsequent events, as already 
related, led to a change in the direction of a£fairs over the 
army, and General Bragg was appointed commander of the 
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department instead of Beauregard, who had been obliged to 
resign from ill-health. 

Immediately afterwards, General Bragg began his move- 
ment from Tupelo, in Mississippi, through the states of Geor- 
gia, and Alabama, to Chattanooga, with a view to active 
operations in East Tennessee, and Kentucky. The Confederate 
army was now divided into three corps, respectively com- 
manded by Major-generals Polk, Hardee, and Eirby Smith ; 
the latter being at Enoxville, ready to push forward when 
Bragg should reach Chattanooga. General Bragg's forces, 
however, having arrived in that vicinity and finding Buell's 
army to the north of it, passed on a few miles higher up the 
Tennessee, and crossed at Harrison, on the 21st of August 
Thence, Bragg proceeded by mountain roads to Dnnlap— thus 
completely flanking General Buell on his left. From Dunlap 
he marched up the Sequatchie valley, and reached Pikeville 
on the 30th. From that place, Bragg sent a part of his forces 
to McMinnville, a place seventy-five miles southeast of Kash- 
ville, to attack some Federal cavalry thrown forward in ad- 
vance, and meanwhile he proceeded on towards Crossville, 
having ascended the Grassy Cave road. Here the force that 
had been sent to McMinville rejoined the main army. On the 
5th t»f September, General Bragg entered Kentucky, and 
marclied to tlie right of Bowling Green, sending an advance on 
to Munfordsville to demand its surrender. Munfordsville is a 
large town on the Louisville and Nashville railroad, and 
Bragg was now between it and Buell's army at Bowling 
Green. The Federal commander, however^ succeeded in get- 
ting ahead of the Confederates in the principal object they had 
in view. This, through some captured dispatches, was ascer- 
tained to be Louisville in Kentucky, and, as Buell's army re- 
ceived its supplies from there, depots being formed at Bowling 
Green and Nashville, that general wisely did all in his power 
to guard the line of communication thither by rail. Mun- 
fordsville at first resisted, but, on the 17th of September, it 
was captured by General BraggV forces, and next day he is- 
sued an address to the people of Kentucky, in which he tells 
them that he has not come to injure, but to avenge them, and 
aid them in obtaining freedom. He invites them to join him 
in the struggle. "If," says he, "you prefer Federal rule. 
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show it by your frowns, and we shall return whence we came. 
If yon choose rather to come within the folds of our brother- 
hood, then lend your willing hands to secure you in your her- 
itage of liberty/' 

The Confederate force now moved to Bardstown,* and fur- 
ther towards the centre of the State, in many places, through- 
out the whole march, receiving kindly support Detachments 
were sent out to scour the country, and watch the Federals, 
some of these detachments coming to within four miles of 
Louisville and creating great alarm. Bragg, however, pro- 
ceeded on to Frankfort, the State capital, and joined Kirby 
Smith's forces, on the 4th of October, General Buell arriving 
at Bardstown — evacuated by the Confederates— -on the same 
day. At Frankfort, a Confederate provisional governor was 
elected on the day of Bragg's arrival, but even before the cere- 
mony had well ended, intelligence of the enemy's approach 
induced the newly appointed governor to fly. The Federals, 
however, were not then intent so much upon Frankfort as 
upon tlie army of Bragg, the rear of which was at Perry ville, 
a few miles south of Frankfort. General Buell had been con- 
stantly pressing the Confederate rear, and had now advanced 
his three corps towards Perryville with the hope of surround- 
ing Bragg's forces there. But, General Crittenden's corps of 
the Federal army was somewhat delayed on a circuitoud route, 
and the other two corps of McCook and Gilbert, first came up 
with the Confederates. 

The battle which followed is best told in General Bragg^s 
oflicial report. He says : 

HSADqUABTERS, DEPABT1CE19T NO. 2,) 

Bryantsville, Ky., October 12. ) 
Sir : — Finding the enenriy pressing heavily in his rear, near 
Perryville, Major-general Hardee, of Polk's command, was 
obliged to halt and check him at^that point. Having arrived 
at Harrodsburg from Fj-ardcfort, I determined to give him bat- 
tle there, and accordingly concentrated three divisions of my 
old command — tthe army of the Mississippi, how under com- 

* At this place, on September 26th, General Bragg issaed another addreM 
** To the People of the Northwest/' but it is of too great a length even to give 
a fair abstract. 
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mand of Major-general Polk — Cheatham^ Backnei^a, and 
Anderson's, and directed (General Polk to take the command 
on the 7th, and attack the enemy the next morning. Withers' 
division had gone the day before to support Smith. Hearings 
on the night of the 7th, that the force in front of Smith had 
rapidly retreated, I moved early next morning, to be present 
at the operations of Polk's command. 

The two armies were formed confronting each other, on op- 
posite sides of the town of Penyrille. After consulting the 
general and reconnoitering the ground and examining his dis- 
positions, I declined to assnme tiie command, bnt snggested 
some change and modifications of his arrangements, which he 
promptly adopted. The action opc^ned at half-past 19 p. ic, 
between the skirmishers and artillery on both sides. Finding 
the enemy indisposed to advance upon ns, and knowing he was 
receiving heavy reinforcements, I deemed it best to assail him 
vigorously, and so directed. 

The engagement became general- soon tiiereafter, and was 
continued furiously from that time to daik, our troops never 
faltering and never failing in their effiirts. 

For the time engag^ it was the severest and most desper- 
ately contested engagement within my knowledge. Fearfully 
outnumbered, our troops did not hesitate to engage at any 
odds, and, though checked at times, they eventually carried 
every position, and drove the enemy about two miles. But for 
the intervention of night, we should have eompleted the work. 
We had captured fifteen pieces of artillery by the most daring 
charges, kilted one and wounded two brigadier-generals, and a 
very large number of inferior officers and men, estimated at no 
less than four thousand, and captured four hundred prisoners, 
including three staff-officers, with servants, carriage and bag- 
gage of Major-general McCook. 

The ground was literally covered with his dead and wounded. 
In such a contest our own loss was necessarily severe, probably 
not less than twenty-five hundred killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing. Included in the wounded are Brigadier-generals Wood, 
Cleburne, and Brown, gallant and noble soldiers, whose loss 
will be severely felt by their commands. To Major-general 
Polk, commanding the forces. Major-general Hardee, com- 
manding the left wing, two divisions, and Major-generals 
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Cheatham, Buckner, and Anderson, commandiug divisions, 
are mainly due the brilliant achievements of this memorable 
field. Nobler troops were never more gallantly led. The 
country owes them a debt of gratitade which I am sure will be 
acknowledged. 

Ascertaining that the enemy was heavily reinforced during 
the night, I withdrew my force early the next morning to 
Ilarrodsburg, and thence to this point. Major-general Smith 
arrived at Ilarrodsburg with most of his force and Withers' di- 
vision the next day, 10th, and yesterday I withdrew the whole 
to this point, the enemy following slowly but not pressing as. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BRAXTON BRAOG, 

General commanding. 
To Adjutant-general, Richmond, Va. 

After the battle of Perry ville. General Bragg deemed it best 
to transfer the army back to Tennessee, giving up the plan of 
a longer campaign in Kentucky. What his reasons for this 
were, has been variously stated ; but we need not stay to can- 
vass them now. Suffice it that the retreat began, commencing 
on Sunday night, the 12th of October. It is said that when 
the Confederate troops abandoned Lexington, where the main 
part of the forces had been encamped, " the terror, dismay, 
and anguish of the inhabitants were extreme. The women ran 
through the streets crying and wringing their hands, while 
families hastily gathered their clothing, packed their trnnks, 
and obtained wagons to depart, the greatest distress prevail- 

iug." ■ . 

The conduct of this retreat across Kentucky, and through 
Cumberland gap, was left to General Polk, and, for the pre- 
sent, therefore, we need follow it no further. General Bragg, 
it appears, went to Eichmond, where he arrived on the 27tli 
October, and the next day had a conference with the Presi- 
dent and his cabinet, on the conduct of the campaign. From 
the result of this consultation it seems that the course General 
Bragg had pursued was satisfactory, for he soon returned to 
the west with undiminished power, though General J. E. 
Johnston was appointed Department Commander. 

Bragg^s army returned into Tennessee by the middle of No* 
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▼ember, and was stationed at Lavergne, McMinville) and Mnr- 
freesboro. General Roseerans, now in command of the North- 
ern army, trice Baell relieved, was at Nashville, concentrating^ 
reorganizing, and disciplining his troops, preparatory to a foi^ 
ward movement Bragg's forces were now estimated at 45,000 
to 50,000 effective men. Tliese were reviewed by President 
Davis on the 18th of December, when he paid a visit to the 
army, and " His Excellency expressed his gratification at their 
fine appearance and discipline — congratulating the command- 
ers present upon the efficiency of their respective forces." 
President Davis retnrned to Chattanooga next day. 

A day or two afl-erwards, some correspondence' took place 
between Generals Bragg and Rosecrans, respecting an alleged 
violation by the Confederates of a fiag of truce. The following 
reply of General Bragg deserves insertion, as showing his readi- 
ness to make the amende honaroMe, when justly due. 
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General : — ^I am in receipt of your communication of the 
13th inst., in regard to the capture of three of your vedettes, 
under circumstances apparently implying disrespect to the 
flag sent by you. 

Prior to the receipt of your letter, I bad ordered an investiga- 
tion of the case. From the report now before me, I am satis- 
fied, and desire to assure you, that the party effecting the cap- 
ture was wholly unaware that a ^^fiag" had passed, and was 
acting under orders issued the day previous. It had left 
Lavergiie at eight o'clock on the morning of the 13th, and pur- 
sued a circuitous route, coming upon the vedettes after the 
passage of the flag. 

I take pleasure in informing you that I have ordered the 
men to be returned to your lines, together with their equip- 
ments, arms, etc. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BBAXTON BRAGG, 

General Commanding 

Migor-general W. S. Bosbcrans, Commanding 
United States fbroei^ NaahviBe, Tenneeeee. 

The month of December was now passing away, and it 
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8eem8 to have been expected that the Federals would not ad- 
vance for some time. Christmas day, therefore, was spent at 
Murfreesboro, and in the army with much festivity ; yeU in 
the midst of all the enjoyments of the liour, news came that 
Eosecrans was marching direct upon them ! General Bragg 
immediately prepared his forces, and issuing instructions to 
liis army, the line of battle was thus formed : lialf of the army, 
left wing in, front of Stone river; right wing in rear of the 
river. Polk's corps to form left wing ; Ilardee^s on the right 
"VVithera' division to form first line on Polk's corps; Cheat- 
ham's tlie second ; Breckinridge's the first line in Hardee's 
corps, and Cleburne's the second. McCown was to be in re- 
serve in rear of Cheatham, and Jackson the same in rear of 
Hardee. 

In a brief sketch like this, it is impossible to give any thing 
like a minute account of the battle of Murtreesboro, or Stone 
river, that followed. No justice could properly be done to it, 
for the reports of both sides ought to be carefully examined 
for tlie purpose. But, in tliis sketch it is enough to bring for- 
ward that which belongs especially to him of whom we write. 
Therefore, the fi>llowing independent account of the first day's 
fight is introduced. 

The enemy commenced the advance from Nashville on 
Friday, by several different routes of march, driving in onr 
cavalry under Generals Wheeler and Wharton, who severally 
fell back, gallantly contesting every foot of the way. 

On Sunday our line of battle was formed about two miles 
from Murfreesboro, stretching transversly across Stone river, 
from the Lebanon pike on the right to the Franklin road on 
the left. On Tuesday the enemy had deployed into line of 
battle upon the ridge, whereon stands the residence of Mr. 
Cowan, at a distance of something more than one thousand 
five hundred yards from our first line, and considerably over- 
lapping our left flank. During Monday they opened with 
artillery at long range, and on Tuesday heavy skirmishing ran 
up and down the line from the left to the centre, swelling 
almost into a battle at one period, when the enemy attempted 
two charges on llobinson's battery. 

On the night of Tuesday it had become evident that the 
attack in force would be upon our left, and Cleburne's division 



GENERAL BRAXTON BRAGG. 385 

W88 detached from the right for the parpose of strengthening 
that point and extending our line, which gave to the left wing 
foar diviBions — Cheatham's, Withers', McCown's, and Cle- 
burne's. 

On Wednesday the snn rose clear after several days of fu- 
neral gloom, drifting the mists which hung like silvery cur- 
tains 6*Gr the field, dancing and glistening along the serried 
line of steel, which glittered in the morning light like the 
sparklings of countless diamonds, bathing the gay banners 
which floated in the front with a flood of refulgence, and drift- 
ing in golden showers through the emerald fringe of cedars 
which enclosed the field. Far as the eye could reach stood 
the two vast armies, silent and motionless; and it almost 
seemed instead of being drawn up for battle, to be some bril- 
liant holiday parade ; but at length a volley of musketry from 
the extreme left told too plainly that the work of death had in 
reality begun, and in an instant afterwards the strife had 
leaped from point to point, until the whole line, from left to 
center, was one unbroken blaze of fire. 

About 8 o'clock a. m. the divisions of McCown, Cleburne, 
and Cheatham were ordered to charge. The enemy was 
strongly planted in a dense thicket where the outcropping of 
the limestone rocks formed a natural fortification. Swiftly, 
but with a perfect line, onr troops emerged from the skirt of 
timber in which they had been sheltered, and moved across 
the oj)en plain which intervened. The battle now became 
terrific. Crash upon crash of musketry stunned the ear ; the 
ground trembled under the thunders of artillery ; the cedars 
rocked and quivered in the fiery blast, and the air was rent 
with the exi)losion of shells. The enemy seemed determined 
to stake the fortunes of the day upon holding the i>05»ition 
which they occupied, and ofl\ired a most gallant resistance ; 
but nothing human could withstand the impetuosity of that 
charge. A spirit of fury seemed to possess our men, from the 
commanders down to the common soldier, and on they swept, 
shot and shell, canister, grape, and bullets, tearing through 
their ranks until the way could be traced by the dead and 
dying. Still on they went, overrunning infantry and artillery 
alike, driving the enemy like the hurricane scatters the leaves 
upon its course, capturing hundreds of prisoners and literally 
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blackening the ground with dead. Such a charge was never 
before witnessed. For two miles, through fields and forests, 
over ditches, fences, and ravines, they swept. Brigade after 
brigade, battery after battery, were thrown forward to stay 
their onward march ; but another round of musketry, another 
gleaming of the bayonet, and, like their predecessors, they 
were crushed into one common ruin. Meantime the brave 
Witliers was not idle. Uis line of battle ran diagonally across 
an extended field, and the enemy had been pouring a tremen- 
dous lire into his position, until, driven almost to the verge of 
madness by tlie distraction of his men, he tlirew his division 
forward uj)on the ridge occupied by the enemy. Here was, 
perhaps, tlie bloodiest struggle of the day. The enemy was 
stronger at this point than any where else upon the field, and 
long and fiercely contended the position. Directly in front 
was a wide area of cleared land, and across this it was neces- 
sary to advance under the sweeping fire of six batteries ; but 
with dauntless hearts and a step as proud as though on parade 
his men sprang forward at the word, and marched on into the 
face of death. Once they wavered as the enemy poured a 
perfect hail of iron through their ranks ; but at this moment 
iJragg dashed by, the battle fires burning in his eyes, and the 
fate of nations in his hand. Again they rushed upon the foe, 
shot down the gunners at their pieces, and drove tlie support- 
ing divisions far back to the rear. 

That night, both armies rested as best they could among 
the cedars, or on the open plain. It was intensely cold, freez- 
ing severely. LTpon the battlefield lay thousands of dead and 
wounded frozen stitt', and presenting a ghastly spectacle. The 
scene was fearful though picturesque. A brilliant winter 
moon shed its lustre amid the foliage of the forest of ever- 
greens, and lighted up with silver sheen the ghastly battle- 
field. Dismounted cannon, scattered caissons, glittering and 
abandoned arms strewed the forest and field. The dead lay 
stark and stiff at every step, with clenched hands and con- 
tracted limbs in the wild attitudes in which they fell, con- 
gealed by the bitter cold. It was the eve of the new year. 
Moans of the neglected dying, mingled with the low peculiar 
shriek of the wounded artillery horses, chanted a miserere for 
the dying year. Amid the camp fires, feebly lighted to avoid 
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attracting the artillery of the enemy, gronpe of mutilated and 
shuddering wounded were huddled, and the kneeling fonns of 
surgeons bending in the firelight over the mangled bodies of 
the dying, added to the solemnity of the night 

Next day there was little done but skirmishing. The enemy 
had taken up a stronger position than before, and both armies 
drew breath, for awhile, till renewed strength was obtained 
for the fight On January 2d, no movement took place till 
about 4 p. M. when orders were given to assault the enemy's 
stronghold on the bend of river. General Breckinridge waa 
directed to this duty. Hanson's, Palmer's, Pillow's, Preston's, 
and Gibbon's brigades formed the division, and, when the 
signal gun was given, onward they went to what seemed 
almost certain destruction. Through the thinned woods — ^into 
the open fields, the gallant leaders and their brave followers 
rushed. Then came the thundering fire of the enemy's artil- 
leiy, and, expecting it, the men were ordered to lie down till 
it passed. But, directly the storm of shot and shell went by, 
— ^** Up, my men, and charge I" was the ringing cry of Breck- 
inridge as he himself dashed on. With the impetuosity of a 
torrent they rushed forward. Wright's battery galloped up, 
and soon a fierce and bloody contest ensued. But, in vain 1 
In less than half an hour over 2000 brave soldiers on the 
Confederate side had fallen 1 The task, therefore, was seeu 
to be hopeless, and General Breckinridge ordered his division 
to fall back, when it was nearly dark. 

In this attack, General Hanson fell mortally wounded, ex- 
claiming, "Forward — forward, my brave bays,, to the charge!" 
and afterwards, when brought from the field, he said with his 
fiickering breath, " I am willing to die with such a wound, 
received in so glorious a cause." Captaia Wright also fell at 
his guns mortally wounded. 

General Bragg had sent General Fatten Anderson with his 
brigade to the support of Breckinridge, and nobly did they 
bear themselves, receiving a high meed of praise from the 
commander-in-chief for their conduct. 

The battle was over. General Bragg felt that prudence 
dictated a withdrawal ; and accordingly,. ou the following day, 
the Confederate army i*etreated towarda Tullahoma. 

Before we close this too hurried account of the great battle 
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of Murfrccsboro, let us mention the names moat prominently 
brought forward in laudatorj terms by General Bragg. He 
says : 

^' Among the gallant dead the nation is ealled to monm, 
none could have fallen more honored or regarded than Briga- 
dier-generals James E. Rains and R. M. Hanson. They 
yielded their lives in the heroic discharge of their duties, and 
leave their honored names as a rich legacy to their descend- 
ents. Brigadier-general J. R. Chalmers and D. W. Adams 
received disabling wounds on Monday — I am happy to say 
not serious, but which deprived us of their valuable services. 
Having been under my immediate command since the begin- 
ning of the war, I can bear evidence to their devotion and to 
the conspicuous gallantry which has marked their services on 
every field. 

" For the sacred names of the heroes and patriots of lower 
grades that gave their lives, illustrating the character of the 
Confederate soldiers on this bloody field, I must refer to the 
reports of subordinate commanders, and to the list which will 
be submitted. Our losses, it will be seen, exceeded ten thou- 
sand, nine thousand of whom were killed or wounded. 

"Lieutenantr-generals L. Polk, and W. J. Hardee, command* 
ing corps, Major-generals J. M. Withers and P. R. Cleburne, 
commanding divisions, arc specially commended to their gov- 
ernment for their valor, skill, and ability displayed throughout 
the engagement. 

*' Brigadier-generals Joseph Wheeler and John A. Wharton, 
commanding cavalry brigades, were pre-eminently distin- 
guished throughout the engagement, as they had been for a 
month previous in many successive conflicts with the enemy. 
Under their skilful and gallant lead, the reputation of our cav- 
alry lias been justly enhanced. For the just commendation of 
the ofiicers, many of whom were pre-eminently distinguialied, 
I must refer to their more immediate commendation." 

On the 8th of January, General Bragg had his headquarters 
at Winchester, not far from the south border of Tennessee. He 
addressed the inhabitants of the district, calming their fears, 
and stating that he had fallen back to give his men repose. 
At tlie same time, lie issued a congratulatory and eompliment- 
ary address to his army. 
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From this date, for several months, nothing more was done 
bj the main army, though detached eommands were ever 
▼igoronslj at work. The Confederates rested ait Tnllahoma 
and vicinity, while the Federds remained ia the position thej 
had moved to after the battle of Mnrfreesboro. 

As regards General Bragg himself, there was, %t this time, a 
great deal of unpleasant discussion eonceming him. Like all 
men of a stem, unbendiag mind, he was not very popular, and 
it would appear that there were many who thought if he were 
removed from his post it would be to the advantage of the 
cause. But let us hetr in mind that there are few men placed 
in a prominent position that B,xe not snbjeet to similar attacks, 
whether justly deserved or not; and, in Genend Bragg's ease, 
it is certain that he was supported by the Prseident and his 
cabinet ; therefore, must have been deemed well fitted for his 
post. A foreign oflScer of rank, calling upon htm at this time, 
May 29th, 1868, says, after describing his appearance, ** He 
has the reputation of being a strict disdplinariaa, and shooting 
freely for insubordination. I understand he is nopopular on 
this account, and also by reason of his occasional acerbity of 
manner. He was extremely civil to me, and gave me permis- 
sion to visit the outposts, or any part of his army. He ex- 
pressed regret that a boil on his hand would prevent his 
accompanying me. Rosecrans' position, he said, extended 
about forty miles, and Murfreesboro twenty-five miles distant 
from Bragg's headquarters, at Shelbyville, was Roeecrans' 
headquarters. The Confederate cavalry inclosed him in a 
Bemicircle extending over a hundred miles of country. . . He 
talked to me a long time about the battle of Murfreesboro, and 
said he retained possession of the ground he had won for three 
days and a half, and only retired on account of the exhanstion 
of his troops, and after carrying off over 6,000 prisoners, much 
cannon, and other trophies. He allowed that Bosecrans had 
displayed much firmness. ... At 5 p. m., I was present at a 
great open-air preaching, at General Wood's camp. Bishop 
Elliott preached most admirably to a congregation of nearly 
8,000 soldiers, who listened to him with the most profound at- 
tention. Generals Bragg, Polk, Hardee, Withers, Cleburne, 
and others were present. It is impossible to exaggerate the 
respect paid by all ranks of his army to Bishop Elliott ; and, 
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although most of the officers are Episcopalians, the majority 
of the soldiers are Methodists, Baptists, etc. ... I got back to 
Shelby viile at 4.30 p. m. (June 2d), just in time to be present 
at an interesting ceremony peculiar to America. This was a 
baptism at the Episcopal church. The ceremony was per- 
formed in an impressive manner, by Bishop Elliott, and the 
person baptized no less than the commander-in-chief. The 
bishop took the general's hand in his own (the latter kneeling 
in front of the font), and said, ' Braxton, if thou hast not al- 
ready been baptized, I baptize thee,' etc. Immediately after- 
wards he coniirmed General Bi*agg, who then shook hands 
with General Polk, the officers of their respective staffs, and 
myself, who were the only spectators." 

We now turn again to the military operations under General 
Bragg's command. 

With the exception of the minor affairs at Liberty, and 
Hoover's gaps, nothing particular occurred until the beginning 
of June, when Rosecrans advanced with a very powerful and 
numerous army. On the 27th, General Bragg fell back to 
Chattanooga, and established his headquarters first at Bridge- 
port, and then in the town. Round this place the Confederate 
army was now encamped, Rosecrans advancing upon it across 
'the mountains on one side, and Bumside commanding the 
Federal forces in East Tennessee, coming down the valley via 
Cumberland gap on the other. Chattanooga was placed in a 
good state of defence, and works thrown up across the river as 
far ns Bljthe's ferry. Rosecrans, however, succeeded in 
moving well up to Chattanooga without molestation, and, on 
the 8th of September, the Confederates evacuated the place — 
retiring to the Chickamauga. Here, having been reinforced 
by General Longstreet, Bragg fought the Federals on the 20th 
of September, driving them back to Chattanooga. We have 
already given an account of this battle, and to it we refer. 

Before this. President Davis had again visited Bragg^s 
army, and, shortly afterwards, Longstreet had been detached 
to Knoxsville. ITien followed the disastrous battle of Mis- 
sionary Ridge, Chattanooga, and the subsequent retreat to 
Dalton. 

On the 2d of December, General Bragg was relieved from his 
command, and he took leave of the army in the following order : 
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GENERAL ORDERS— NO. 814. 

Upon renewed application to tlie President, his consent has 
been obtained for the relinqaishment ot the command of this 
army. It is accordingly transferred to Lieutenant-general 
Hardee. The announcement of this separation is made with 
unfeigned regret. An association of more than, two years, 
which bind together a commander and his trusted troops, can- 
not be severed without deep emotion. For a common cause, 
dangers shared on many hard-fought fields have cemented 
bonds which time can never impair. The circumstances which 
render this step proper will be appreciated by every good 
soldier and true patriot The last appeal the general has to 
make to the gallant army which has so long nobly sustained 
him is to give his successor that cordial and generous support 
essential to the success of your arms. In that successor you 
have a veteran whose brilliant reputation you have aided to 
achieve. To the officers of my general staff, who have so long 
zealously and successfully struggled against serious difficulties 
to support the army and myself, is doe, in a great degree, 
what little success and fame we have achieved. Bidding them 
and the army an affectionate farewell, they have the blessings 
and prayers of a grateful friend. 

BRAXTON HRAGO. 

Immediately after his retirement from the army, General 
Bragg repaired to the Warm Springs, in Georgia, to recruit his 
health, and on the 5th of January, 1864, visited Columbus. 
The care and incessant labor of the past two years, it was 
stated, had left their traces upon his person ; but he was stiU 
able for military duty, and, in February, received a new ap- 
pointment in accordance with the following order: 

Adjutant Ain> iHSFBcraR-GKBrxRAL's Officb; ) 
RicmiQND, Ya., Febmuy S4, 1864. ) 

General Braxton Bragg is assigned to duty at the seat of 
government, and, under the direction of the President, is 
charged with the conduct of military operations in the armies 
of the Confederacy. By order. 

8. CooPKB, A4]iitont and Inspeetoo^f^enenL 

In this position, the general frequently visited the several 
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military posts and departments, often accompanied by the 
President. At the funeral of General J. E. B. Stuart he was one 
of the pall bearers ; and in July and August he was at Colum- 
bus and Macon ; and, when the army of Virginia assembled 
once more around Eichmond, he examined their intrenchments 
and fortifications, preparatory to certain movements. But the 
post he occupied was one that we do not well comprehend ; 
nor does it seem to have been rightly understood elsewhere. 
It was an anomalous one, and lialHe to much discordance of 
opinion in reference to it. However, towards the end of Octo- 
ber, he was assigned to another department, and, in Novem- 
ber, took command of the forces in North Carolina. In the 
beginning of December we find him at Augusta, sending in a 
report of Wheeler's operations ; but he was at Wilmington, as 
his headquarters, when the Porter-Butler attack on Fort Fisher 
was unsuccessful. lie then issued a congratulatory order, 
dated December 29th, 1864, to his troops ; but, except the late 
achievements of the Federal arms, under General Terry, in that 
quarter, we have had little to record concerning him. 

General Bragg has been long married, and his accomplished 
lady frequently visited him in camp, occasionally in the depth 
of winter. Of his family, we have no information at present, 
but, whatever be the fate of the Confederacy, it is certain that 
his name will be remembered as one of the principal of those 
brave and unselfish spirits, whose soul animated the cause, and 
whose mind and body ever fought heroically for its support. 
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When Virginia seceded, Captain Ewell resigned his commis- 
sion in the regular army, and took sides with the South.* 

The first time, as we believe, that Ewell came very promi- 
nently forward in the present war, was at Fairfax Court-house, 
on the night of May Slst. It must be remembered that Vir- 
ginia was the last State to secede, and thus many of the places 
bordering the Northern States were but ill provided for de- 
fence. Among them was Fairfax Court-house, a village of 
some few hundred inhabitants, eighteen miles from Washing- 
ton. At the end of May, this place was guarded by the War- 
renton Rifles, a company of infantry belonging to the Seven- 
teenth Virginia, numbering, however, only eighty men (the 
rest being sick or absent), and commanded by Lieutenant or 
Captain John Quincy Marr. Tliey had arrived there on the 
30tli of May, and the majority of the company were so young 
that their female relatives had given them, in fond sport, the 
name of the " Warrenton Babies," many of them being only 
sixteen or seventeen years of age, — one, indeed, had attained 
his sixteenth year only on the previous day. Two companies 
of cavalry, however (the Rappahannock, and the King Wil- 
liam counties cavalry), had previously arrived, under Colonel 
Ewell. What followed may be best told nearly in the words' 

of a lady, the wife of Dr. M , who was present on the oc^ 

casion. She says, that about two o'clock in the morning she 
was aroused by the tramp of horses and firing of muskets in 
the village. Alarmed at the confusion that assailed her ears, 
she awoke her husband. At the same moment their hostess 
rushed into the room, exclaiming, '* The Federalists are coming 
in force ; they have driven in our pickets (the two cavalry 
companies) who are dashing through the town calling upon us 
to fly for our lives." 

" Where, then, are the Warrenton Rifles ?" said Mrs. Dr. M — . 

" Scattering, in alarm," was the reply. 

In a moment, the lady's husband — the doctor — who was 
second-lieutenant of the company, apparelled and armed him- 
self, and rushed out of the house to the quarters of his men, 

♦ We find it stated in the New York Herald of Blay 18th. 1861, that a 
" President Ewell, of William and Mary College, — a distinguished graduate of 
West Point, and a classmate of General Lee — had been appointed a Coloiiel in 
the Virginia army. 
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calling oat, as he proceeded, for CJ^Qltiin Marr. Bat Oaptain 
Marr could not be found ; and DMNJitivhile the Federal cavalry 
was parsning the alarmed oatposMk throagh the place. All 
was confusion and dismay, and no one app^u*ed who was pre- 
pared to take command of the few infantry still remaining 
there. Suddenly a figure, only partly dressed, da^ed forward 
and, placing himself at the head of forty-three members of the 
Warrenton Bifles — no babies did they show themselves, how- 
ever — who were already drawn up to receive the enemy. Hav- 
ing deployed behind a fence, he advanced towards the Federals. 
These latter-r-compauy B, of the 8d cavalry, 1st brigade, com* 
manded by Lieutenant Tompkins — ^were galloping back, and 
firing right and left in the darkness. In a moment they were 
called upon to ^^ Halt I" by the new leader of the Confederates, 
who was, in fact, none other than the present Lieutenant- 
general £well. He had rushed from his bed, without stopping 
to complete his attire ; but, in the blackness of the night his 
white shirt proved a sure mark ; and, a shot in the shoulder 
was the only reply he received. This, for the time, disabled 
him, and Colonel Smith (<^ Extra Billy") took the command, 
being accidentally in the place. A firing was kept up for 
about half an hour, and, finally, Lieutenant Tompkins finding 
himself outnumbered, retreated with ^^five prisoners and two 
horses," his own loss being '^ tliree men missing, three wounded, 
and six horses." 

We might have continued more of this interesting episode 
of the war, but our province here forbids. We must say, how- 
ever, that Captain Marr had not slunk away. Rallying his 
company, and placing them in position, he went forward to 
reconnoitre, but never returned 1 At eight o'clock next morn- 
ing, his. body was found lying in a field by the road-side. It 
appears that he must have hastily risen from his couch on the 
first sound of alarm and come out, for he had not given him- 
self time to buckle on his sword, both sword and belt being 
grasped tightly in the hand of death, — a death most truly 
honorable, as being in defence of his native Virginia soil, and, 
moreover, as also being ^^ the first who had shed his blood" in 
defence upon that soil. He was a single man, about thirty 
years of age, leaving a mother and two sisters dependent on 
him for support. The whole town of Warrenton afterwards 
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attended his funeral, and wept over his grave — a quiet unob- 
trusive grave, with a simple square marble slab to mark his 
remains. 

In the above striking incident, connected with Gteueral 
Eweirs life, we have adliered literally, and almost verbally, to 
tliu account printed in an interesting work before us, and which 
is verified by reference to the occurrence, in a Richmond pe- 
riodical,* as also — in regard to Captain Man* being shot^— 
borne out hy the official report of the Federal commanding 
officer. That officer, could not then be aware who that other 
officer was contending with his party; but probably, ere this, 
he has known it was the present Lieutenant-general Ewell of 
the Confederate ariiiy.t 

With the rank of colonel, we next find him in command of 
the camp of instruction for cavalry at Ashland, where his ser- 
vices were invaluable. His discipline was stern and rigid, bot 
humane, and, out of raw mounted militia, he soon formed a 
most efficient body of troops. He was afterwards made a brig^ 
adicr-^eiieral ; and, at the battle of Blackburn's ford, Jnljr 
IS, IbCl, was stationed on the extreme right, at Union Mills. 
In Beauregard's official report, he says: "Thanks are due to 
Brigadier-generals Bon ham and Ewell for the ability shown in 
conducting and executing the retrograde movements on Bull 
Bun, directed in my orders — movements on which hang the 
fortunes of the army." 

General Ewell's position at the principal battle of Bull Run, 
on the 21st of July, was in the same place at Union Mills, and 
he was to have advanced on the enemy's flank and rear at 
Centreville, but the orders for such a movement miscarried. 
In the afternoon, however, he was directed to bring np hia 
brigade into the battle on the left flank, and this was promptly 
executed, though, on arrival, the day had been won. He was, 
therefore, sent back, with all speed, to resume his original 
position, in order to prevent the possibility of its seizure bj 
any force of the enemy in that quarter. 



* Southern lUostratcd News. 

f ThiH volume is a biographical sketch of oonspicaoas Soatheni GeneraliL 
Captain Marr, it is true, was not a general ; but, may we not say, had he livod, 
he would assuredly have become one? We think so; and theiefixre hope to 
be excused tot thus almost unavoidably bringing him forward. 
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TTntH April, 1868,* no movetnents of anj importanee 
bronght General Ewell prominently forward, bat in that 
month, he was directed to join ^ Stonewall^ Jackson in the 
Shenandoah valley ; and then oommenced the brilliant career 
that has since marked his name. He left the vicinity of 6or- 
donsville, and on the 80th,ijmived with his division on the 
west of the Blue Bidge, marching directly forward to the posi- 
tion occupied by -Jackson in Elk Ban valley. Boceiving 
orders there how to proceed, he went on to Newmarket, and 
then accompanied Jackson towards Front Boyal. 

It was on the 33d of May, that the army moved on. General 
Ewell in the advance, llie next day Front Eoyal was cap- 
tared, and Ewelf proceeded on to Winchester, bearing a con- 
spicuoas part in the defeat of the enemy at that place. He 
then followed the retreating forces, under Banks, to the Po- 
tomac, and, on the return of Jackson's army from the pursuit, 
he was ordered to hold Fremont in check at Strasburg. This 
was successfully done, till Jackson, with the main body of hia 
forces, had left Strasburg, on the evening of the 1st of June. 
Next day, General Ewell made a stand at Fisher's Hill, and 
impeded the progress of General Milroy. He then gradually 
retired towards Uarrieonburg, forming the rearguard of the 
Confederate army. Passing to Cross Keys, on the road to 
Port Republic, he there had an engagement with General 
Fremont's forces, which he defeated, and next morning, June 
9th, he marched to join General Jackson at Port Republic, 

* When the Confederates evacuated Mananaas in 18S2, eovne interesting doo- 
nments were foond by the Federals, amongst others, the foUowing, which 
explains itself: 

October 18, 1861. 
General O. T. Bkaureoard: 

SiB^-The bearer, Charles Dillon, of the Twelfth BiissisBippi, has just brought 

some late papers, which may be interesting to yon. He has a proposition to 

make in reference to watching the enemy, which I thought might be of im« 

portanoe to bring to your notice. They (he and three comrades) have been 

scouting aromid and about Springfield, and I have always found them reliable. 

He proposes now to go into Alexandria, and I advised him to see yon, in order, 

if you wish him to do so, that his exertions may be properly directed. 

Respectfully, B. 8. EWELL. 

[Sequel— Charles DiUon was caught and UUed as a spy.— March 19. 1862.] 
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leaving a small force behind to keep the enemy in check. 
Tlie battle here, between Jackson and Shields, was already 
raging hotly, but his arrival promptly arrested an advance of 
the Federals on General Winder, thongh he was soon after- 
wards driven back with some loss. His command, however, 
speedily rallied, and materially aided in the defeat of the 
enemy. 

The movements of Jackson's army after this are well known, 
and have already been related. General Ewell accompanied 
it, with his command, to the battlefields aronnd Bichmond, 
and shared in the heaviest of the engagements. 

On the way to Cold harbor, June 26th, Ewell was in front 
of Jackson's forces, and drove the enemy before him, sur- 
mounting every ^obstacle which they had placed upon the 
roads to bar his progress, and reaching Cold harbor about 6 
p. M. In the battle that now followed, on June 27th, General 
Ewell was in the advanced centre of Jackson's corps, and 
maintained a hard fight with the enemy, " charging through 
the swamp, up the hill, in face of a terrible fire, and fighting 
with that daring which had so often excited the admiration of 
his commander." He continued the struggle until after dnsk, 
when his ammunition being completely exhausted, he fell back. 
On the morning of the 28th, General Ewell was sent forward 
to Dispatch station, on the York river railroad. General Stuart 
being in advance, with his cavalry. Here Ewell tore up the 
track, and having ascertained that the enemy had not retreated, 
as was deemed possible, in the direction of the White-house 
and Pamunkey, he proceeded towards Bottom bridge, and 
thence, on the next day, rejoined the main corps. That even- 
ing, in company with D. H. Hill, and Whiting, all under the 
personal command of Jackson, he crossed the Chickahominj 
by the Grapevine bridge, and followed the enemy on their 
track, by the Williamsburg road, and Savage station. At 
White-oak swamp they were encountered, and driven back 
again. At Frazer's farm Jackson's corps was assigned to the 
front, and promptly followed the Federals to Malvern Hill, 
where, in that battle. General Ewell also bore a conspicuous 
part. 

After the series of battles around Richmond had freed the 
capital from danger, it was found necessary to dispatch Jack- 
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son's corps to arrest the movements of General Pope, then ad- 
vancing in Northern Yirginia. Oeneral Ewell's division was, 
therefore, forwarded thither within a fortnight after the en- 
gagement at Malvern Hill; and he arrived at Gk>rdonsville on 
Jul J 19th. On the 7t|i of Angast he led the advance, when 
Jackson moved forward ; and on the 9th, when near Cedar 
Run, was directed to diverge to the right, and pass along the 
slope of Slanghter^s Mountain — the enemy, at that time, being 
posted in heavy force in the front Ewell, with his command, 
reached the northwest termination of the mountain, and, upon 
an elevated spot, about two hundred feet above the valley be- 
I%w, planted a battery of guns, which opened with marked ef- 
fect upon the foe. For some two hours, a rapid and eontinnons 
fire of artillery was kept up on both sides of the main armies, 
but Ewell was unable to advance as far as he desired, owing 
to the Confederate batteries in the valley sweeping his only 
approach to the enemy's left At length, an opportunity pre- 
senting, he pushed on, under a heavy fire, and vigorously as- 
sisted in driving the Federals back. 

The march towards Manassas then followed, by the dren- 
itous route of the Thoroughfare gap, which we hav^ already 
mentioned in our sketch of General Jackson ; and we need 
now only refer to the attack upon Bristoe station, made by 
General Ewell, on August 27th. Here General Hooker com- 
manded the Federal army ; and, after an obstinate struggle, 
Ewell retreated, in accordance with previous orders, to join the 
main body of the Confederate forces, at Manassas. Jackson 
and Ewell then fell back to the old battlefield of Bull Bun, 
where, on the 29th, before the whole army had reinforced 
them. Swell's corps was stationed behind the embankment of 
the intended line of railroad, passing from near Sudley Springs 
to beyond Groveton. In the afternoon, it was seen that the 
enemy was advancing in front, and after carefully reconnoiter- 
ing. General Jackson gave Ewell orders to advance. 

General Ewell immediately threw forward his own division 
and Jackson's, and attacked the enemy, then coming along the 
Warrenton turnpike. A fierce engagement ensued, lasting 
during the remaining two hours of daylight Finally, the 
Federals gave way, and at nightfall were entirely repulsed. 

In this engagement General Ewell was badly wounded in 
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the knee, and Iiis valuable services were, therefore, lost in the 
inonientous battle that took place next day. His division fell 
under the command of Brigadier-general Lawton — who ably 
sustained its reputation. Tlie wound he had received was from 
a niinie ball ; and the bones were so shattered, that, in the 
opinion of his surgeons, at the time, amputation was deemed 
necessary ; and he was accordingly removed, in a litter, to the 
hospital, near Aldie, where the operation was performed. He 
was, ultimately, taken to Charlottesville, to the house of Cap- 
tain T. L. Farish, where he was carefully attended. 

For several months afterwards, General Ewell was unfit for 
any active duty in the field. At length, on the 29th of May, 
1863, he was able to rejoin his old corps, who were drawn up 
at Hamilton's crossing, near Fredericksburg, ready to receive 
him, his arrival being greeted with enthusiastic cheers. He 
had been made a lieutenant-general, and had now command of 
one of the three large corps (Jackson's old corps incorporated 
with his) into which the army under General Lee had been di- 
vided, — Generals Longstreet and A. P. Hill having command 
of the other two. 

General Ewell, owing to the loss of his leg, had now to be 
always strapped on his horse, when on the field ; and, when 
walking, moved with great diflSculty on crutches. It was said 
of him, that his spirit was like the blast of that " wild horn on 
Fontarabian echoes borne,"' and would, as we find it did, act 
upon the veterans of Jackson's old corps, almost like a visita- 
tion of the dead warrior to his former comrades, from the realm 
of spirits. 

It was at this time General Lee's plans began to be put in 
execution for invading Maryland, as we have already stated. 
General Ewell's corps was dispatched to Culpepper, reaching 
there on the 8th of June ; and soon afterwards, in accordance 
with the orders received, he marched forward to attack Gen- 
eral Milroy at Winchester, in the Shenandoah Valley. He 
rapidly passed through the gorges of the Blue Ridge Moan- 
tains, and then, by way of Front Royal, came upon Milroy ^on 
Sunday, the 14th of June, at 5 p. m. Getting his batteriea 
swiftly into position, he massed his infantry, and then '^chai^ged 
across the field, to the very muzzles of the Federal guns, al- 
though the latter were fired vigorously. Without a pause, the 
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Confederates crossed the ditch, leaped over the breastworks, 
and planted their colors on the embankment. The Ohio regi* 
ment was driven from the works at the point of the bayonet 
Some escaped back to the main fort, an(^ the remainder were 
captared, or killed." Thns the fight continued nntil night — 
General Ewell fiercely assaulting the Federals, on the east, 
south, and west of the town. At one o'clock, General Milroy 
abandoned Winchester, and retreated to Harper's Ferry, leaving 
behind him an immense booty, in guns, ammunition, horses, 
commissariat stores, etc., to Ewell and his victorious troops. 

General Ewell moved promptly up the valley — ^Martinsburg 
having been taken about the same time by General Rhodes, 
while Jenkins, in the advance, with his cavalry, was crossing 
the Potomac, at Williamsport — and then marched on to Oham- 
bersbarg, where he arrived on Tuesday evening, June 16th. 

The whole army of General Lee was now rapidly marching 
into Maryland — General Ewell's corps in the advance. After 
crossing the Potomac it passed from Williamsport to Hagera- 
town, and at noon on tlie 2Sd of June, entered Greencastle, 
Pennsylvania. On the 33d, Ewell occupied Chambersburg, 
and next day he issned the following order : 

^^ The sale of intoxicating liquors to this command, without 
written permission from a major-general, is strictly prohibited.^ 

^^ Persons having liquor in their possession, are required to 
report the fact to the provost marshal, or the nearest general 
officer, stating the amount and kind, that a gnard may be 
placed over it, and the men prevented from getting it. 

"Any violation of part one of these orders, or failure to 
comply with part second, will be punished by the immediate 
confiscation of all liquors in the possession of the offending 
parties, besides rendering their other property liable to seizure. 

** Citizens of the country through which the anny may pass, 
who are not in the military service, are admonished to abstain 
from all acts of hostility, upon the penalty of being dealt with 
in a summary maimer. A ready acquiescence to the demands 
of the military authorities will serve to lessen the rigors of 
war." 

Tlic same day a detachment from Ewell's corps was sent 
towards Carlisle, which was occupied by the Oonfederates on 
the 27th. Here, the limits of advance had been reached. 
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Meade, liaving relieved Hooker, on the 28th, marched the 
Federal army forward to meet tlie forces under Lee, and oa 
the 1st of July the two armies met at Gettyshurg. 

Ewell's corps liad been ordered to fall back on Gettysburg, 
and arrived there about an hour after the battle commenced. 
He took up his position on the left of the Confederate anny, 
and iminudiately attacked the enemy with great vigor, so that, 
by night, Meade's right wing liad fallen back, and the town of 
Gettysburg was in possession of General Ewell^ — having 
been obtained by the divisions of Early, and Ehodes. The 
following day, and succeeding one, the battle was renewed, 
with what success has already been told. The Confederates 
retreated towards Virginia again, and on the 4th of July, 
Ewell, with the immense train of booty he had captured dur- 
ing the past few days, moved as rapidly as possible towards 
Hagerstown, and thence, crossing the Potomac, to Win- 
chester. 

The next movement of any importance was not until Octo- 
ber, after the army had rested for some time on the Rapidan 
— General Ewell having the extreme left. On the 8th of Oc- 
tober General Lee began operations anew, and General 
Ewell's corps marched towards and beyond Culpepper, which, 
had been held by the Federals, but vacated on the approach 
of the Confederates. On the 13th, a skirmish took place be- 
tween Ewell's advance and a body of Meade's troops at 
Bristow station, the latter falling back, but^ on the next day, 
returning and giving battle to General A* P. Hill, who had 
arrived there. The result proved disastrous to the Confeder- 
ates, and thus terminated the advance of General Lee's army. 
Tlie Southern forces fell back to the Eappahannock, and was 
disposed on both sides of the Orange and Alexandria railroad. 
General Ewell's corps being on the right, and General Hill's 
on the left. 

On the 7th of November, General Meade advanced again on 
the position of General Ewell, near Kelly's ford, and to the 
bridge over the river. This bridge was defended by a portion 
of Ewell's corps, and, at night, these were attacked by the 
enemy. A severe struggle ensued, resulting in the Confed- 
erates being defeated with the loss of four guns, eight battle- 
flags, and a number of men. 
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A few dajB afterwards General Ewell was obliged to absent 
himself on sick leave, in consequence of renewed tronble from 
his dismembered limb. He retired to Charlottesville, and we 
do not a^in find him on active datj until the following April, 
1864, when he rejoined the army, then preparing for the vig^ 
orons campaign that ensued. 

Here, however, we must again say that to enter upon details 
of battles and engagements, connected with each of the gen- 
erals whose public life we sketch, would be so great a repeti* 
tion as to become tedious and irksome to the reader. At the 
same time we wish to do justice to' the brave men we write of; 
and, therefore, to meet the difficulty, we have given more full 
accounts in the history of the principal commanding officer on 
the field, to which all minor particulars are referred. 

On the 4th of May, Ewell's corps having been encamped on 
Lee's right, moved easterly, a few of his brigades remaining 
behind for a day, guarding some of the fords across the Bapi- 
dan. Johnson's division, having the advance, followed the 
turnpike, and encamped for the night within three miles of 
Wilderness Eun. Kodes, next in the order of march, lay in 
his rear along the same route ; and Early, who had moved 
from Ewell's left at Snmmerville ford, encamped for the night 
a little behind Locust Grove. Next day, Johnson moved with 
his division at the head of Ewell's corps, throwing out skir- 
mishers as he advanced. These were driven in by the enemy, 
and the battle began. 

We have already given details of this battle, and need only say 
that General Ewell was constantly engaged in directing and 
superintending the movements of his corps. On the evening 
of the first day's fight, assisted by General Smith, of the Engi- 
neers, he reviewed his position, and proceeded at once to cover 
his front with a line of field-works and an abattis of felled 
trees. Next morning, the 6th of May, the enemy attacked 
him with a heavy force, but, being repulsed, determined to 
make a movement on his flank. Ewell, however, " with the 
true instincts of military genius" was prepared at all points, 
and by a bold charge of Major Osborne upon the advancing 
column of Burnside's division, defeated the attempt so suo- 
cesst'ully that it was not again repeated. Finally, Ewell, giv- 
ing directions to Early on the left of his corps, allowed General 
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Gordon, at his earnest request, to make a particnlar movement 
on tiie fnoniy's flank. The snn was now about to set, but 
G()r(l«»n'b men, supported by R. D. Johnston's brigade of North 
Carolinians, moved briskly out of their works, and, rushing 
forward, drove everything before them. "A brilliant stroke 
tlius chased, on Ewell's front, tlie second day of tlie battle of 
the Wihierness, in a crowning triumph." 

To give some idea of the fearful nature of the slaughter in 
this bat'le we may add that, in front of Ewell's line, alone, 
were 1,1'J5 Federal dead lying to the left of the turnpike. 

On Saturilay, May Tth, and the following day, Lee retreated 
towards Spottsylvania, to take up a new position, EwelPs corps 
in the rear. ()n Sunday, the engagement was renewed near 
Todd's tavern, and, Eweli having come up to the support of 
Anderson, tlie figliting was very heavy. The result was satis- 
factory in checking the enemy's advance, and Spottsylvania 
Court house was successfully occupied by the Confederates 
betbre the Federals could arrive. Ewell held the town and 
heights on the north side, and kept the enemy at bay in every 
attempt made to take possession. 

On Tuesday, May loth, the battle was again commenced, — 
Ewells corps being strongly posted in the centre, — and for 
three days' heavy lighting continued, resulting in the discom- 
fiture of one of his divisions, under General E. Johnson and 
Brigadier general G. H. Stewart, both of whom, with their 
men, were captured. 

The next few days various movements took place, and on 
Tliursday, the 19th, Ewell, with part of his corps, proceeded 
to make a reconnoissance in force on the enemy's right flank. 
The country through which he had to move is very diven>ilied 
by woods and fields, and so much of forest, that it was quite 
possible to escape the observation of the enemy. General 
Ewell moved by a circuitous route, and struck the enemy's 
line of skirmishers at a point a little north and west of the road 
leading from Fredericksburg to Spottsylvania, and about eight 
miles from the former place. About 5 h. m. a sharp engage- 
ment ensued, and lasted till nine o'clock, when tlie fighting 
ceased, and the Confederates retired to their original posi- 
tion. 

During the action, General EwelPs horse was shot under 
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him, and he received a severe fall. He tried, on the next day, 
to again mount the saddle ; bnt soon was obliged to relinquish 
the command of his corps to General Early, and retire. He 
slowly recovered, and, in July, assnmed command of the De- 
partment of Henrico, and finally, of the immediate defences 
of Richmond. 



iiig, iiiiu, wiit'ii ii^uiuu u|», piercing, anu lun v* v^w^ ^..^ 
sion. A stranger, nnaecustonied to the war, would at first 
have taken him to be a daring cliief of some wild predatory 
band ; and yet, a moment more would cause a change of opia- 
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be given of his roving, dashing, adventurous life in that re- 
gion, — warring with the Indians, and bounding over the 
mighty plains. But we must pass over sueh scenes, and con- 
fine ourselves to a simple outline of his spirited career. One 
incident, alone, has to be related of this period. On the S9th 
of July, 1857, Colonel Sumner encountered a force of three 
lumdred Indians of the Cheyenne tribe. They were strongly 
posted on the Solomon fork of the Kansas river, and after a 
sharp struggle, they were defeated and put to flight in great 
disorder. In this engagement Lieutenant Stuart was wounded, 
we believe, very severely. 

Two years afterwards. Lieutenant Stuart was acting as aid 
to Colonel R. E. Lee, in the John Brown affair, at Harper's 
Ferry, — an account of which we have already given; and 
when the present war broke out, he resigned his commission 
on May 14th, 1S61, and offered his sword to his native State, 
lie immediately raised a company of cavalry, was soon after- 
wards elected colonel, and then acted as brigadier-general. 
At this time, he had a family, and many ties of kindred that 
might have influenced him, in the course he took. His wife 
was a daughter of Philip St. Greorge Cooke, then colonel of the 
Second Dragoons (since a general) in the U. S. A., who was 
also a Virginian by birth, and a brother of the late J. R. Cooke, 
of Richmond. His mother, too, was alive in his native State; 
and several other associations bound him to her fortunes. 
There may have been, also, something in connection with his 
descent, which it is said was from David Stuart, of Inverness 
ill Scotland, who claimed aflinity with Queen Mary. This 
David Stuart was a follower of the elder " Pretender" to the 
British crown, and. in the rebellion of 1716, he was so impli- 
cated as to be obliged to fly. He emigrated to Virginia, and 
became tutor in the family of Mr. Brent, of Richland, Prince 
William county. The wife of Mr. Brent was a sister of Sir 
John Gibbons, Member of Parliament for Middlesex, and an- 
otlier sister being on a visit to Virginia at this time, ultimately 
became the wife of Stuart. Tlius, all the connections of Colo- 
nel J. E. B. Stuart were Virginians, and combined with the 
inclination he had for a new and dashing life, no doubt led 
him to side with the South, independent of whatever patriotic 
feelings in that quarter he may have had. 
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Colonel Stuart was first stationed at Harper^s Ferry, in com- 
mand of the cavalry attached to Jackson's armj, and his well- 
known bravery made him already conspicnotis. It is said of 
him, at this time, by one who was competent to judge : ^^ Stnart 
is cliaracterized by nntiring energy, clear judgment, and extra- 
ordinary powers of moulding and infusing his own brave spirit 
into the hearts of his men." Qeneral Johnston, who had as- 
sumed command of the army, also spoke of him as ^* the indch 
fatigable Stuart ;" and truly, this appellation seems deserved. 
While in the vicinity of the upper Potomac, he was on the 
alert, watching the enemy, riding from place to place with his 
meti, and giving information to the general. From Point of 
Eocks to beyond WilHamsport, he was constantly to and fro 
on duty; and, on the 15th of July, reported the advance of 
General Patterson. That general's movements he now incee- 
santly watched ^^ with lynx-eyed vigilance;" and, on one oocar 
sion, surprised a whole company, who were so much startled 
by his sudden command to throw down their arms, that they 
instantly submitted. 

When General Johnston marched to unite with Beauregard 
at Manassas, Colonel Stuart, with his cavalry, covered the 
movement most effectually. Posting a cordon of pickets from 
Smithfield along by Summit Point and Bippon to the Shen- 
andoah, he completely concealed the change of base, and thus 
enabled the army to wend its way without molestation. 

In the battle of Bull Eun, at the commencement, Stuart's 
cavalry, some 300 men, guarded the level ground extending 
along the stream from near Mitchell's ford to the Stone bridge, 
ready for employment as might be required, and during the 
day his impetuous spirit was permitted to have full vent. A 
dasliing charge was made by him upon a regiment of Fire 
Zouaves, scattering them and riding them down against all op- 
position ; and readers at all acquainted with the history of this 
battle, may remember how his daring horsemen startled the 
Federals in front of them, as they came, like a whirlwind, 
rusliing forward. But, it was still more so in the disastrous 
panic that ensued among the Federal troops on the termination 
of the battle. Like the Black Hunstmen of the Grerman forests 
in other times, or the wild horsemen of the Wolga, Stuart, 
with his men, dashed after the terror-stricken enemy. Over 
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tho St nnu bridge — across the fords — op the road — in and out 
(irtitL* \V(>(k1s where a passage could be found ; qn, on, slaugh- 
terih*; and cutting down, till they arrived near Centreville, did 
the Confederate cavalry pursue their way. But the rout was 
soon over. The foe had gone; hundreds of prisoners had been 
taken ; many more human beings had been killed, and the 
victory was completely won. 

In the official report of Beauregard, he thus nientions 
Stuart : 

^^ Colonel J. E. B. Stuart likew'ise deserves mention for his 
enterprise and ability as a cavalry commander. Through his 
judicious reconnoissance of the country, on our left flank, he 
acquiix3d information, both of topographical features, and the 
positions of the enemy, of the utmost importance in the subse- 
quent and closing movements of the day on that flank, and 
his services in the pursuit were highly eflFective." 

Fairfax Court-house was occupied by Colonel Stuart the 
next day, and shortly afterwards he received a letter from 
Colonel McCunn, of the Federal army, on the subject of Colonel 
Cameron's body, left on the battlefield. This letter spoke in 
appealing terms on behalf of Cameron's wife and family, and 
alluded to Stuart's ^' kindness of heart, and high soldierly 
qualities ;" but, of course, he could do no other than refer it to 
his commanding general, though he sent back a courteous 
reply. 

A few weeks later, September 11th, Colonel Stuart success- 
fully attacked and routed a party of Federals at Lewinaville, 
some six or seven miles from Washington. Tlie aftair was of 
no great importance, but it was the means of his being promo- 
ted to a brigadier-generalship, and this gave him more oppor- 
tunity for the performance of several daring exploits, lli^ 
are, however, so varied and numerous throughout his truly 
brilliant career, that we can only refer to minor ones, and give 
a little more space to those of most importance. 

In the month of December, there was a fight between 
General Stuart's forces and the Federal troops at Dranesville, 
Va., in which the Confederates were defeated. Then followed 
a period of mere skirmishing, occasionally, between the de- 
tached parties of both armies ; and, finally, in March, the Con- 
federate forces moved sou tli ward to meet McClellan on the 
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Peninsnla. The evacuation of Yorktown took place in the 
beginning of May, 1863, and the battle of Williamsborg oeciir^ 
red on the 4th. Here, as we have seen, General Stuart com- 
manded the cavalry rear gnard, and proved of great aervioe in 
the after movements of the army on its way to Richmond. 

Bnt the affair which, more than anything else, first made his 
name so famons, was the bold reconnoissancc condocted by 
him, through and aronnd McClellan's armyi in the middle part 
of June. This exploit borders so much upon the romantic, in 
its dash and gallant character, that it is almost impossible to 
compress it into a few lines of sober truth* It was one of 
those achievements that make men's blood warm up, even at 
the mere recital of it, more especially so to those who were 
participators in the stirring scene. With a force of 1,800 
cavalry, and a section of the Stuart horse-artillery — having 
Colonel Fitz Lee, Colonel W. H. Fitzhngh Lee^ Colonel W. T. 
Martin, and Lieutenant J. Breathed accompanying him in 
command — he first quietly rendezvoused beyond the Chickft- 
hominy, near Kilby's station on the Northern railroad, and 
then, without any one else knowing where they were 
bound, moved along the left of that road,, scouts on the right, 
vedettes in advance, guards in the rear, and every precaution 
against surprise, or allowing the enemy to conceive their in- 
tention. Twenty-two miles of ground from Richmond did the 
bold raiders cover that day, and then silently bivouacked in the 
woods, near the South Anna bridge. A few hours' rest, and 
again, at sunrise, without fiag or bugle-sound, they remount, 
and, turning sharply to the southeast, dash along the roads 
towards Old Church. This was held by the enemy; but 
Colonel Fitz Lee quickly made a detour, got behind their 
force, and induced them, under a false idea of numbers, to 
move rapidly away. Cleared from this, on went the horse- 
men to Howe's store, hastily captured some Federals stationed 
there, pushed forward to the Tolopotamy, crossed it without 
delay, and then, with Lieutenant Kobins in the advance, 
skirted fields, leaped fences and ditches, rushed through woods, 
and suddenly came upon a party of the enemy's dragoons, re- 
inforced, near Old Church. Instantly sabres were drawn; 
two squadrons went ahead at a gallop ; a hand-to-hand con- 
flict ensued ; the Federals were quickly routed, though at a 
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cost to tlie Confederates of the brave Captain Latnne, — and 
away went Stuart and his men as briskly as ever. Tlien went 
forward Colonel Fitz Lee, burning to have a brash with the 
enemy, now again collected near the home of his family. The 
country people cheered him on ; they gave him infonnation : 
"Hurry on, boys ; hurry on ; they're only a mile ahead," said 
one. " Four of them are prisoners here in the house," said 
another — a young girl with a gun in her hand. "Go in, boys; 
go into them," said a third ; and thus it was the whole way. 
At the White House, Lee's squadron charged the foe; he 
daslicd into their camp, took possession of horses, arms, stores 
of every kind which they burnt, captured prisoners, looked 
around for more, then halted for the rest of the band to join 
them. Now came the limits of their raid. Turn they must, 
and turn they did, but, not back by the way they came. No; 
tliey would try to pierce the enemy's lines, swim the Chicka- 
hominy, if need be, and so make the complete circuit back to 
their own camp. Uriufly, Stuart mentioned this to his oflScers. 
ChetTtully they agreed ; and then, once more, at a gallop 
along the road, now towards Tunstall station, did the daring 
horsemen go. Did they heed the danger ? Did a man hesi- 
tate or com])lain? No; in good truth, not so. The gallant 
Stuart led them on ; it was enough ! Sublime in unshaken 
trust and confidence, the brave rank and file, not once nor for 
a moment faltered, though a huge army of well-trained sol- 
diers and skilful oflieers, under McClellan himself, was before 
them ! Seemingly straight into the very jaws of the enemy, 
this heroic band dashed forward. But now the foe has be- 
come alarmed ; still greater caution is needed ; Colonel Martin 
is placed to guard the rear, but, instead of being attacked, a 
small outpost party voluntarily surrendered to him. On and 
on, however, Stuart and his followers urge their way. Tun- 
stall's station is reached ; telegraph wires cut ; the depot 
secured ; five comj)anies of cavalry escorting wagon traina, 
fly, and leave the stores ; an infantry guard is captured ; de- 
struction of the railroad is begun, when, lo ! a heavy train of 
cars with troops aboard, comes thundering down from the 
Federal army ! It is attacked, but the obstructions on the 
track are insufficient. Some loss, the troops in that train re- 
ceive, and away it rushed to the Pamunkej depot Night 
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now comes on ; the burning stores illnme the conntiy aronnd; 
the work is done ; and once more Staart and his brave com- 
mand gallop forward. Moonlight helps them ; but after a 
time they halt to close up their column. Then again at mid- 
night the march is resumed. Day dawns : the Chickahominy 
is reached; the stream is found unfordable; axes are used^ 
trees felled ; a foot-bridge improvised under Lieutenant Bed- 
mond Burke^s skilful hands; a friendly voice from somtt 
stranger gives good information ; an old bridge is mended, and 
cavalry, artillery, horses and men cross rapidly, and then, 
another dash along the Charles City road, and a mile or two 
more brings them near their main encampment * Faint| 
famished, worn out, utterly exhausted, the enemy now in full 
pursuit, this gallant band arrives within the Confederate lines, 
and draw rein, almost for the first time, except as mentioned, 
for more than sixty hours. 

We may now only add that for this daring achievromt 
Stuart was promoted to be a major-general of cavalry, and 
none of his officers o^ men failed to receive reward. Hio 
damage to the enemy was great, and perhaps more through 
the circumstance itself, than on account of stores and prop- 
erty destroyed. 

A few days afterwards, General Stuart rode from camp into 
town, and was paying his respects to the authorities in a quiet 
way, at the executive mansion, when, as it became known to 
the large crowd of strollers in the Capitol square, that he was 
near by, the building was immediately surrounded by an en- 
thusiastic multitude vociferating for Stuart. The gallant 
general in a few minutes made his appearance upon the por- 
tico and acknowledged the compliment paid him in a few 
remarks full of spirit and good cheer. Among other things 
he said he had been to the Chickahominy to visit some of his 
old friends of the United States army, but they, very uncivilly, 
turned their backs upon him. Seeing a manifest desire on the 
part of the people to make for him an ovation, the general 
then mounted his charger and galloped off amid the shouts of 
the crowd, which, by this time, had increased to more than a 
thousand persons. 

Tlie preceding illustration of one of Stuart's exploits will 
serve in a measure for the whole. After the same fashion did 
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he and his men traverse the whole region of the principal 
battlefields of Virginia, except the Shenandoah Vallejr, and, 
could we find space, many a stirring incident might be re- 
lated. 

At the time " Stonewall " Jackson was marching towards 
Pope's army, General Stuart arrived on a tour of inspection. 
He took command of the cavalry, and proceeded to recon- 
noitre, rendering most important service. After the battle of 
Cedar Run, during the short truce which followed for burying 
the dead, many officers of both armies met and conversed upon 
the field. Stuart was among them, and it was then that the 
following interesting incident occurred, as related by an eye 
witness : 

''On a fiillen gum-tree — the slain stretched around them — 
sat the otiicers of the parley ; upon one side the Confederate 
cavalry leader, Stuart, and General Early ; upon the other, 
Generals Ilartsufl:' and lloberts. Stuart was lithe, gray-eyed, 
and tall ; of an intense countenance, nervous, impulsive man- 
ner; and clad in gray, with a soft black hat. He wore, 
curiously enough. United States buttons, and his sword, which 
he exhibited, was made in Philadelphia. Early was a quiet, 
severe North Carolinian, who wore a home-spun civil suit, 
with a brigadier's star on his shoulder-bar. General Hartsuff 
was burly and good-humored ; lloberts silent and sage, with 
white beard and distrustful eye. The former had been a class- 
mate of the cavalry man, and he said, ' Stuart, old boy, how 
d-yc do?' 'God bless my soul, Hartsuff,' replied the other, 
' it warms my heart to see you ! ' and they took a turn together, 
arm in arm." 

Shortly afterwards, Stuart, at the head of his cavalry, made 
another of those bold dashes, which so characterized him. 
General Pope then had his headquarters at Catlett's statioD, 
and, on a sudden, one night in the midst of a storm, Stuart got 
in the enemy's rear, and rushed upon Pope's quarters. That 
general escaped just in time, but with the loss of his coat 
and hat, besides many important documents, plans, maps, esti- 
mates, and returns of forces. In addition, there was much 
clothing found, including new full-dress suits for General Pope 
and his staff, also a quantity of private baggage, wines, liquors, 
etc. Some of the Union rifles had been stationed near the 
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headquarters, but they were quickly dispersed, and when 
Stuart's daring horsemen found that General Pope had es- 
ea])ed, they were so vexed that, instantljr dividing into small 
parties, they galloped down every road with the hope of over- 
taking him, but in vain. 

In the succeeding movements of the Confederate army, Gen- 
eral Stuart was constantly engaged with a perfect net-work of 
scouting parties, and a cordon of pickets between Pope and 
Jackson. At Bristoe station he attacked a train of the enemy, 
and afterwards dashed upon Manassas, capturing a battery of 
New York artillery, and destroying an immense quantity of 
stores deposited there. He then galloped on to meet, and, if 
need be, assist Longstreet at Thoroughfare gap, capturing a par- 
ty of Federals on the way, and engaging the Federal cavalry. 
Hearing the sound of a battle at or near Stone bridge, on Au- 
gust 29th, he hastily returned, and gallantly shared in the en- 
gagement going on ; as also in the great fight of the next day. 
But hardly had the smoke of that second Bull Run victory to 
the South died away, than Stuart was off with his cavalry into 
Maryland — swimming fords — dashing through woods and 
fields — fighting where they could find an enemy — peaceably 
moving where there was a friend or non-combatant. The in- 
vasion of that State, and the events that occurred have already 
been told ; but the following incident may be related. 

On the retreat, a few of Stuart's cavalry were, on the morn- 
ing of September 12th, at Frederick ready to depart. Some 
recruits had joined the bold legion under Stuart's command, 
and these were bidding tender adieus to some loved friends, 
when up rode a few squadrons of Federal cavalry, commanded 
by a Dutch major, with immense moustache. Halting before 
the city hall, he exclaimed, " Vere ish de Got tarn repels? 
Yere ish de Got fur-tam Stuart — vere ish he mit his cavalrie? 
Ixjt me shee him, unt I show him some tings ! " A lady pres- 
ent, told him that a few of Fitzhugh Lee's cavalry had just 
left. "Goot! young voomans," said Meinheer, and immedi- 
ately started in pursuit, saying, "Ye show de repels s«nxie 
tings." Tlie major and his command had fairly got into the 
main street, when a company of Confederate cavalry met 
them, and both parties rushed together in strife. The upshot 
was, that the major's command was routed, and ho himself, 
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ehortly afterwards, pulled out of a cottage with a table-cloth 
bound round a slight wound in his head, and sent to the Con- 
federate rear as a prisoner. 

The retreat of the Confederate army into Virginia kept 
Stuart's force 'ever actively employed, and when other troops 
rested he found work elsewhere. After a sharp affair at Shep- 
erdstown with the Federal cavalry, he again started, on Oc- 
tober lOtli, upon another daring raid. While the North were 
conufratuhitincr themselves tiiat all the '' rebels" had been 
driven away, General Stuart, with a force of some 1,300 troop- 
ers, imder Ilamptim, W. II. F. Lee, and Jones, suddenly ap- 
peared before Chambersburg, in Pennsylvania, " took posses- 
sion of the town, captured and destroyed much public property, 
mounted themselves anew on good horses, passed around the 
entire Federal army, and safely returned to their own camp, in 
Virginia, to recount their triumphs, without loss, or more than 
a few wounds received in skirmishes."* 

Two or three skirmishes and minor engagements followed, 
between Stuart's ravalry and the enemy's under Pleasanton 
and others, but we must pass them over with this mere allu- 
sion to them. Nothing that could be said in a brief space 
would do full justice to these rapid and remarkable exploits of 
Stuart, Hampton, tiie two Lees, and the bravo officers and men 
under their command. 

At the battle of Fredericksburg, in the following December, 
Stuart was on the right of Jackson's corps, and directed the 
batteries, lighting them with unyielding obstinacy, himself 
being everywhere in the thickest of the tight — •'the target of 
artillery and sharpshooters alike." His horse-artillery — includ- 
ing Captain Uenry's, and the lamented heroic Pelham's — made 
sad havoc with Franklin's lefc flank; and " well did Stuart re- 
deem his grim dispatch — that he was ' going to crowd them 
with artillery.' The ceremony was too rough for them to 
stand, and when the voice of the general, in the darkness, 
ordered the last advance, the combat had terminated in the 
silence of the foe." 

Tlie battle of Fredericksburg was wholly concluded on De- 
cember 15th, 1802, and immediately afterwards, away went 

* Northern accounts, and see Stuart's official report. 



HAJOB-OENBIUL JAMBS X. B. 8XUABT. 867 

Stnart and his men again, dashing about the country wherever 
an enemy was found. The (scare occasioned in the North at 
this time, by his bold raids, is well remembered ; bat the fol- 
lowing summary of what was done will be enough description. 
Starting suddenly to the northward, around the Federal army, 
he alarmed the whole district between Manassas and Washing- 
ton by his rapid and successive attacks, and the captures he 
made. A large force, in parties, was sent in vain to catch 
him ; but he was too sharp and keen for his pursuers. His ob- 
ject was to gain information of the position and movements of 
the enemy, and the results were considered very important 
The only thing to be regretted was the loss of Captain John 
W. Bullock, of the Fifth cavalry, one of the best and, bra vest 
officers in the service. He was wounded at Dumfries, while in 
command of the sharpshooters and gallantly charging a regi- 
ment of Federal infantry. While his friends were bearing him 
from the field he was again hit in two places and mortally 
wounded. 

After scattering the enemy at Dumfries, €teneral Stuart^ 
went on to the Occoquan ; but word having been sent out of 
his approach, he found all the fords guarded. He determined, 
however, to cross at Sulectmen's ford, in tlie face of the enemy. 
The advance was led by Colonel T. L. Rosser, of the Fifth 
cavalry, who dashed into the stream, followed by Colonel 
Drake, of the First, and some fifteen or twenty men. The 
enemy had dismounted, and were drawn up in line of battle. 
Colonel Rosser, placing himself at the head of the few men 
near him, led the charge up in the face of a heavy fire, by file, 
ovp.r a narrow and rocky ford. The Federals broke and were 
pursued, several being captured. General Stuart said he re- 
garded this as the most gallant thing done by the cavalry since 
the war commenced. Colonel Rosser afterwards charged into 
their camp and captured nine sutler wagons, loaded with the 
best of liquor, clothing, boots, and luxuries of various kinds, 
and burned their tents and army stores. 

General Stuart then went towards Aldie, accomplishing many 
of his cliaracteristic feats. At Aldie, Colonel Rosser was sent 
on a scout into the valley of Virginia to ascertain the state of 
things there. Taking with him only fifteen men, he succeeded 
in going around the most of Milroy's army, and passed nearly 
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ninet}" miles in front of General Jones. Although the country 
was full of bands trying to capture him, Colonel Rosser eluded 
them all, and after remaining inside of the enemy's lines as 
long as he pleased, started to return. At the Shenandoah he 
encountered the pickets of the enemy posted to catch him, but 
by a peculiar stratagem he captured them all, passed by their 
army at night, and returned safely to camp, bringing along 
with him all the Federal sentinels on the route. 

This hurried sketch of what was done, would be incomplete 
if we did not mention that at one place he captured a tele- 
graph station, and set the wires to work to deceive the enemy. 
The following letter from him refers to it. 

Headquabtbbs, Jan. 6, 1868. 
Db. W. S. Morris, President Soathem Telegraph Companj, Richmond. 

Sir — I have the honor to send, through the courtesy of 
Major John Pelham, my cliief of artillery, an instrument cap- 
tured at Burke's station, Ohio and Alexandria railroad, during 
my late expedition. 1 beg that you will accept it as a token 
of regard appropriate to your position. We surprised the op- 
erator, and my operator, Shepperd, took his place. I sat in 
the office some time while Shepperd read the wild alarms 
flashing over the wires about our operations, and ascertained 
the steps taken and the means at hand of resisting me, and 
then shaped my course accordingly. 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 

J. R B. STUART, 
Major-genend of Cavaliy. 

Later in the month of January, a detachment of Stuart's 
cavalry drove in the Federal pickets at Chantilly, but Colonel 
Wyndham afterwards routed them, and took prisoner, among 
others, the Eev. Mr. Landstreet, chaplain to General Stuart's 
force. But we must now again pass on. In the history of 
the war, yet to be written by some impartial pen, many pages 
will have to be filled with exploits of the cavalry on both sides, 
and it needs a volume by itself to give, in any sort of detail, 
those performed by Stuart and his companions. Speaking of 
the Southern Generals, an able writer says, "Each has his 
warm admirers, gained by such opportunities of intercourse as 
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have brought individnalB within the said general's orbit. Each 
has attached to him the prestige of entire absence of failare. 
n fCy a rien qiti reusmi autaut que le mteoea. 

^' But while in the Shenandoah valley the achievements of 
General Jackson aroused towards him a ^nerons feeling oC 
gratitude for danger averted and prosperity preserved, it ijfik 
doubtful whether east of the Blue Ridge the twenty«nine yeailK / 
of General Stuart, added to that indefatigable energy whidM 
teaches him, after he has ridden fifty miles during the day, to 
regard it as his highest happiness to ride a dosen more miles 
at niglit ^to tread but one measure' in a Yirginian country 
house, do not incline the scale, especially if the balance be ad- 
justed by fair hands, in favor of the yonnger general. There 
have been many English officers, particularly in the East 
Indian service, whose endurance in the saddle has been re- 
garded as unequalled ; but I doubt whether any Englishman 
ever exhibited such superiority to bodily fatigue as is almost 
nightly evinced by the gay cavalier who knows every hospita- 
ble roof within a dozen miles of his headquarters (and what 
roof is not hospitable ?) and, accompanied by his banjo player, 
visits them by turns, night after night, returning usually to his 
hard-earned rest long after the midnight hour has flown. 
With the earliest dawn of morning, the first voice, calling 
gaily for breakfast, is that of the midnight merrymaker, who 
rises tlie picture of health, good humor, and strength. It may 
be noticed en passant that to the circumstance that he has 
never touched tobacco in any form, or any wine, or other 
liquor, General Stuart attributes much of his health and vigor. 
Certainly so jovial and merry a company as is assembled at 
General Stuart's headquarters it has never been my fortune to 
see here." 

Another account speaks of Stuart as being of a "free, socia- 
ble, agreeable, and lively turn of mind," and as "a gentleman 
of high-toned accomplishments, and rare genius;" "of more 
than ordinary size, very handsome, fair complexion, with 
bright beaming eyes, quick perception and deep expression." 
He had with him, on his staff, "several odd and fantastic 
characters. His cook was a Frenchman from one of the CafS 
houses in Paris, a ventriloquist and comical genius ; the prin- 
cipal business man in his office was a Prussian, a man of dis* 

24 
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tinction, education and wit; and in the musical department he 
Lad Sweeny, Jr., son of old Joe." 

In tlie month of April, 1863, General Stuart was in com- 
mand of tlie forces, respectively under Fitz Lee, and W. H. F. 
Lee, that eucceasfuUy resisted the enemy's attempt to establish 
himself on the south side of the Rappahannock. On the 29th 
he reported to General Lee the movements of Hooker's army, 
and this enabled the Confederates to prepare for the coming 
battle. 

Stuart did all he could to impede the enemy, and was 
ably seconded by the Lees. He crossed the Kapidan, hung 
upon Hooker's flanks, attacked his right at the Wilderness 
tavern, then marched by Todd's tavern to Spottsylvania Court- 
house, to put himself in communication with the main army. 
In the movement of Jackson to the Wilderness, he was eflfect- 
ually covered by Fitz Lee's cavalry, commanded by General 
Stuart in person. 

At dark, finding nothing else for him, as a cavalry leader, 
to do, he proposed to Jackson that the road to Ely's ford, in 
rear of the enemy, should be seized, Jackson approving, he 
went forward to this task, and had gained the heights when a 
messenger came with news of both Jackson and A. P. Hill 
being w^ounded, and urging him to come back and take com- 
mand. He did so, and next morning vigorously pushed for- 
ward the corps now under his orders. The result is known ; 
and we need only add to what we have before said, that he 
was very highly complimented in General Lee's official report, 
for '' the energy, promptness, distinguished capacity, and vigor, 
added to his own personal example of coolness, and daring 
displayed." 

In the grand movement of the Confederate army towards 
Pennsylvania, that followed upon the battle of Chancellors- 
ville, General Stuart concentrated his forces at Culpepper, on 
the 8th of June, and next day was attacked by the enemy's 
cavalry and some infantry, at Brandy station. General Fitz 
Hugh Lee commanded the Confederates, and Generals Buford 
and Gregg the Federals. The battle commenced at 6 a. m., 
and lasted till 3 p. m., both parties fighting almost entirely 
with sabres. The result was claimed as a victory on botii 
sides, but the enemy had to recross the Bappahaunock, and 
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leave several prisoners, with some artillery, and colors in ihe 
hands of Stnart's command. 

Of the march to Pennsylvania, and the succeeding campaign, 
with the battle of Gtettysbnrg, we have already given an ae- 
connt General Stnart had his full share of that peril and ad* 
venture for which his temperament was so well adapted. Am< 
an eye witness well observes, *'He roamed over the country 
almost at his own discretion, and always giving a good account 
of himself, turning up at the right moment, and never getting 
himself into any serious trouble.'' 

The subsequent operations of Oeneral Stuart were now 
mostly those connected with the main army, as related in our 
sketch of General Lee. The flank movement of the Oonfeder* 
ates, in October, gave Stuart ample work to perform ; and, in 
December another raid was successfully undertaken upon the 
Orange and Alexandria railroad. 

In the month of January, 1864, €teneral Stnart was again at 
work on the Potomac, about Leesburg, and the Point of 
Kocks; and, with occasional visits to Bichmond and his 
family, thus fully occupied his time. 

On the 28th of February, he was encamped at Orange 
Court-house, and sent to Sichmond a highly complimentary 
report of Colonel Mosby's daring exploit near Drainesville ; 
and, in the early part of March occurred the aifair already 
mentioned, between the Federals under General Custer, and 
the Confederate cavalry near Rio Mills. 

The spring campaign then followed ; the battle of the Wil- 
derness had been fought, and, at last, the day came when the 
bold cavalry chief — the dashing raider — the kind and genial 
companion, as well as the skilful soldier — General Stuart — 
would be no more. 

General Sheridan, of the Federal cavalry, had made a bold 
da^ around Lee^s flank, towards Sichmond, and a portion of 
his command, under Generals Custer and Merrill, arrived at 
Ashland station, on the 10th of May, just before Stuart with 
his force reached there after them. Tlie next day they were 
followed to a place called Yellow-tavern, where an engage- 
ment took place. Here, in a desperate charge, at the head of 
a column, the gallant Stuart fell, terribly wounded. He Was 
immediately taken to Richmond, and every effort made to 
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save his life, but in vain. On the 11th he died, and the fol- 
lowing account of his last moments, as related by those around 
him, may be interesting : 

" About noon, President Davis visited his bedside and spent 
some time with the dying chief. In reply to the question put 
by the President, '"^ General, how do you feel?" he replied, 
'• Easy, but willing to die, if God and my country think I 
have fulfilled my destiny, and done my duty. 

^' During the day, occasional delirium attacked him, and, in 
his moments of mental wandering, his faculties wei-e busy 
wuth the past. His campaigns on the Peninsula, his raid into 
Pennsylvania, his doings on the Rapidan, and his several en- 
gagements, were subjects that quickly chased themselves 
tiirough his brain. Fresh orders were given as if still on the 
battlefield and injunctions to his couriers to "make haste." 
Tlien he would wander to his wife and children, one of whom, 
his eldest boy, had died a year previous, while fighting on the 
Kappahannock, and in relation to whom he had said, when re- 
ceiving a telegram that the boy was dying, " I must leave my 
child in the hands of God ; my country needs me here ; I can- 
not come." Then his mind would again carry him on to the 
battlefield ; and so it continued throughout the day. Occa- 
sionally his intellect was clear, and he was then calm and 
resigned, though at times sufltering the most acute agony. He 
would even, with his own hand, apply the ice that was in- 
tended to relieve the i)ain of his wound. 

" As evening wore on, mortification set in rapidly. In an- 
swer to his inquiry, he was told that death was fast approach- 
ing. He then said, ' I am resigned, if it be God's will, but I 
would like to see my wife. But, God's will be done.' Sev- 
eral times he roused up, and asked if she had come. Unfortu- 
nately, she was in the country at the time, and did not arrive 
until too late. 

'* As the last moments approached, tlie dying man, with a 
mind perfectly clear and possessed, then made a disposition of 
his eftects. To Mrs. General R. E. Lee, he directed that the 
golden spurs be given as a dying memento of his love and 
esteem for her husband. To his staff oflEicers he gave his 
horses; and other mementoes he disposed of in a similar 
manner. To his young son, he left his sword. He then 
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turned to the Reverend Dr. Peterkin, of the Epiacopal chnrch, 
of which he was a strict member, and asked him to sing the 
hjmn commencing : 

Book of agw deft for me^ 
Lei me hide mjielf in thee^ 

^^ In this he joined with all the strength of voice his failing 
powers permitted. He then prayed with the minister and 
friends oronnd him; and, with the words, *I am going ftut 
now. I am resigned ; God's will be done,' yielded his fleeting 
spirit to Him who gave it." 

'^ The funeral of this much lamented and brave general took 
place on the 13th, at five o'clock, from St. James's church, 
corner of Marshall and Fifth streets. 

'^ At the appointed hour the cortege appeared in front of the 
church, and the metallic coffin, containing the remains of the 
noble soldier, whose now silent voice had so often startled the 
enemy with his stirring battlecry, was carried down the cen- 
tre aisle and placed before the altar. Wreaths, and a cross of 
evergreen, interwoven with delicate lilies of the valley, laurel 
and other flowers of purest white, decked the coffin. 

''The pallbearers were General Bragg, Major-general Mo- 
Cown, General Chilton, Brigadier-general Lawton, Commo- 
dore Forrest, Captain Lee, of the Navy, and General George 
W. Randolph, formerly Secretary of War. 

" The scene was sad and impressive. President Davis sat 
near the front, with a look of grief upon his careworn face ; 
his cabinet officers were gathered around, while on either side 
were the senators and representatives of the Confederate Con- 
gress. Scattered through the church were a nnmber of gen- 
erals and other officers of less rank, among the former. General 
Ransom, commanding the department of Richmond. Hun- 
dreds of sad faces witnessed the scene ; but the brave Fitz Lee 
and otlier war-wearied and war-worn men, whom the dead 
Stuart had so often led where the red battle was fiercest, and 
who would have given their lives for his, were away in the 
fight, doubtless striking with a double courage as they thought 
of their fallen general. 

" The short service was read by Rev. Dr. Peterkin, a funeral 
anthem sung, and the remains were carried out and placed ia 
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the hearse, which proceeded to Hollywood CSemeteiy, followed 
by a long train of carriages. 

"No military escort accompanied the procession, but the 
hero was laid in his last resting-place on the hillside, while 
the earth trembled with the roar of artillery and the noise of 
the deadly strife of armies — the one bent upon desecrating 
and devastating his native land, and the other, proudly and 
defiantly standing in the path and invoking the blessing of 
Heaven upon their cause, to fight in better cheer for the mem- 
ory of such as Stonewall Jackson and J. K B. Stuart." 
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Ambrose Powell Hill is a native of Virginia, and was bom 
about the year 1824, in the county of Culpepper, where his 
father, Major Ilill, was, for many/years, a leading politician, 
and merchant. In the year 184J he entered West Point as a 
cadet, and graduated on the 3d of June, 1847, in the same 
^ class with General Burnside. On the Ist of July he was 
brevetted second-lieutenant of the First Artillery ; and on the 
22d of August was made full second-lieutenant. On the 4th 
of September, 1851, he was promoted first-lieutenant of the 
First Artillery, and afterwards to a captaincy. In November, 
1855, he was appointed an assistant on the United States Coast 
Survey. On the Ist of March, 1861, he resigned his position in 
the regular army, and when his native State seceded, received 
an appointment from the Governor, as Colonel of the Thirteenth 
regiment of Virginia Volunteers. 

At the commencement of the war, Colonel A. P. Hill was 
stationed at Harper's Ferry, with the Confederate army as- 
sembled there. On the morning of the 13th of June, General 
Johnston having received information from Winchester, that 
Eonmey was occupied by two thousand Federal troops, sup- 
posed to be the van-guard of McClellan's army, dispatched 
Colonel Hill thither, with his own and Colonel Gibbon's 
(Tenth) Virginia regiments. He was directed to take the best 
position, and adopt the best measures in his power to check 
the advance of the enemy. But, immediately afterwards, it 
was ascertained, that McClellan was moving southward from 
Grafton, and therefore. Colonel Hill was withdrawn from'Sora- 
ney, leaving Colonel ilcDonald's regiment of cavalry to de- 
fend that region of country. 

At the battle of Manassas, Colonel Hill arrived with his 
regiment, among those of General Johnston's command, who 
had been detained so long as only to come in time to share the 
last portion of the fight. But we find no mention of his name 
until, as a Brigadier-general, he fought at Williamsburg with 
such sj)irit and determination as to be especially noticed on the 
field. He was then made a Major-general ; and, on the 25th 
of June, 18G2, formed one of the council-of-war, held in Rich- 
moni, at whicli were present Generals Lee, Jackson, Long- 
street, D. H. Hill, Magruder, and others of high note in the 
Confederate army. At this time his division was on the 
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Meadow-bridge road, to the left of Longstreet, who was <m the 
Mechanicsville road, close to the river ChiokahomiDy, Hill, 
by this position, now united with, and beoamo the right of 
Jackson's army that had jast arrived. 

Next day the fight be^n. Hugging the north bank of the 
river, Ambrose Hill maintained an unbroken line, and boldly 
held his position against the enemy, nltiroately driving them 
from the bridge, which they had occapied, and thns cleared » 
way for Longstreet and D. H. Hill, to advance. He then re- 
formed his troops, and commenced an attack npon Mechanics- 
ville itself, which brought on a terrific fight 

Tliis place had been strongly fortified by Gknend Fits John 
Porter, of the Federal army ; and it is probable that, had not 
Ambrose Hill known that Jekskson and Longstreet were near| 
he would have felt himself too weak to attempt its capture. 

Artillery on both sides now opened with a terrible roar, and, 
as evening fell, the flash of guns, and long lines of musketry 
eonld be seen, in bright relief, against the blue and cloudless 
iky. A half hour of this deafening cannonade passed, with 
ihells screaming through the air, and bursting npon the troops 
on either side, when the direct assault was ordered to be made. 
Then the enemy^s artillery opened again, with great rapidity, 
upon the advancing men, "until it seemed as if every tree in 
the forest was cracking and shivering to pieces." Tlie men un- 
der Hill's command, however, rushed on tlirough this fearful 
fire, and swarmed into the breastworks. " In a little while 
the Federal guns were silent : a loud noise of many voices 
was heard ; and then a long, wild, piercing yell, as of ten 
thousand demons, and the place was won I" 

During the battle General Hill was ever in the front, regard- 
less of danger; and although his coat was torn in several 
places, miraculously escaped. 

The next day's work. General Ambrose Hill was in the centre 
of the army, bearing towards Gold Harbor, and proceeding 
with Longstreet, along the edge of the Chickahominy. When 
near Ilogan's plantation, he halted a while to await the arrival 
of Jackson at Cold Harbor, and directly this was ascertained, 
he marched forward, in accordance with instructions from Gen- 
eml Lee. His position was the centre of the whole army, 
but on the left of that portion of it which now advanced to 
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unite with Jackson. On arriving in front of the enemy he 
vigorously piislied their centre ; but his division, thoroughly ex- 
hausted by hard marching and previous fighting, was unequal 
to the task, and was withdrawn in favor of Whiting's division 
of Texaus, Ahibainians, and Mississippians. Hill marched to 
the rear, and rested awhile. Here, when the enemy had been 
driven back to tiie right, he suddenly rose up before them, and 
attacked so severely, that, coupled with the assault of Jackson, 
and the rest, they had to retreat most hastily. 

For several days following, the pursuit of the Federals was 
contiuued, Ambrose Hill's division being one of the foremost 
in advance, on their left flank. The wretched, Bwampj 
country through which both armies had to move, we have 
already descril)ed, and it was with diflSculty the troops could 
proceed. Nevertheless, "onward" was the word, and amidst 
a scene of carnage and destruction. Hill, with his heroic fol- 
lowers, '* rushed forward to contend with the fresh and un- 
touched divisions of the enemy. Now driven back, new troops 
poured in to take their place, and General Hill continually 
found himself opposed to several reliefs ere other regiments of 
the Contederate army could come up." The fighting was most 
determined and heroic on both sides; and at length the posi- 
tion of (ieneral Hill became precarious in the extreme. For- 
tunately, he collected some of the broken divisions of other 
commands, and, together, he once more dashed towards the 
foe, who thereupon retired ; fortunately, perhaps, for him, as 
he could hardly have withstood them longer, with his few 
torn and wearied brigades. Gathering the remnants of his 
gallant division, almost decimated by continual haixi fought 
engagements, he moved to the rear to recruit and reform. 

in this engagement. General McCall, of the Federal army, 
was captured. 

It has been said, by a participant in this battle, that *'had 
not Hill's division been made of steel, rather than flesh and 
blood, they could not have withstood the many hardships of 
these trying days; for, after fighting desperately at Mechan- 
icsville on Thursday, they marched to Gaines's Mills and 
fought five hours on Friday; rested part of Saturday; trav- 
elled a circuitous route, and a terrible road of many miles, on 
Sunday and Monday, achieving another brilliant victory 
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against great odds. Hill, however, is a military genius, and 
had it not been for the scientific handling of his men, few 
would have rested nninjnred on the torn and bloody field of 
Monday night. All were prostrated with fatigne, and lay on 
the ground without fires, covering, or food, too weary to think 
of any thing but rest." 

The purauit of the enemy to Malvern Hill, and the engage- 
ment there, fell upon other portions of the army, and General 
Hill Hfterwards retired to the intrenchments around Rich- 
mond. Not lung afterwards, however, he was sefit to reinforce 
Stonewall Jackson, who had been dispatched to check the 
advance of Pope in North Virginia. At the battle of Cedar 
Bun, General Hill gHllantly maintained the prestige he bad 
already gained, his division strongly supporting EwelFs posi- 
tion, and vigorously maintaining the fight In the subsequent 
operations, as previously narrated, he bore a conspicuous part, 
marching with Jackson on his flank movement towardr the 
Rappahannock and Manassas. His especial part in the work, 
after surprising the latter place, was to deceive the enemy by 
drawing their attention to his own movements, while Jackson 
proceeded to the old battlefield of Bull Bun. Hill's division, 
with some cavalry, marched to Centreville, and thence sud- 
denly turned back by the Warren ton road to the famous Stone 
bridge. Near this point, he rejoined Jackson, after being 
hotly pursued by the Federalists. 

The battle that followed has already been told, with the 
part General A. P. Hill so ably played therein ; but we may 
add, that his division fought so bravely, and fired so fast, that, 
having shot away all their cartridges, they set about collecting 
more from the bodies of fallen friends and foes, and thus con- 
tinued the engagement. When the cartridges, so obtained, 
gave out, they then charged forward with a fierce yell, and 
the cold steel of the bayonet. The next morning, August 
30th, General Hill's corps held the ridge of hills on the battle- 
ground, with Longstreet on the right, at an obtuse angle, so 
that it' the enemy attacked the centre, they would have their 
flank exposed to Longstreet, and if they forced him back, their 
flank would be open to Hill. We need not repeat what fol- 
lowed. Tlie second battle of Bull Bun was fought, and the 
enemy again defeated. General Hill went forward in pursait| 
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and on the 1st of September, he encountered a large body of 
tlie Federals of Germantown, a small village near the main 
road fruni Centreville to Fairfax Court-house. General Hill 
immediately ordered the attack, and after a brief, but hotly 
contested fight, the enemy withdrew. 

Tlie Confederate army then marched into Maryland; and 
General Hill accompanied that part of it under command of 
Jackson. On the 6th of September, Hill's division, with 
Ewell's, occupied a position near the railroad bridge, on the 
Monocacy, guarding the approaches from Washington ; but 
when it was ordered to move on Harper's Ferry, he rapidly 
proceeded there by the road from Williamsport to Martins- 
burg, recrossing the Potomac, and taking the advance. Mar^ 
tinsburg was evacuated on his approach, and General Hill 
pursued his way unmolested, coming in sight of the enemy 
drawn up in force at Bolivar Heights, about 11 a. m. on Sep- 
tember 13th. He then encamped near Hallstown, about two 
miles from the enemy's j)osition. In the afternoon of the next 
day. General Hill was ordered to move along the left bank of 
the Shenandoah, turn the enemy's left, and enter Harper's 
Ferry. General Lawton, commanding the division of Ewell 
(absent on account of his wounded leg), was directed to move 
along the turnpike for the purpose of supporting General Hill, 
and otherwise operating against the enemy to his left In 
execution of these orders, General Hill moved obliquely to the 
right, until he struck the Shenandoah river. Observing an 
eminence, crowning the extreme left of the enemy's line, occu- 
pied by infantry, but without artillery, and protected only by 
an abattis of fallen timber, Pender, Archer, and Broeken- 
brough, were directed to gain its crest, while Branch and 
Gregg marched along the river, and, during the night, to take 
advantage of the ravines, cutting the precipitous banks of the 
river, and establish themselves on the plains to the left and 
rear of the enemy's works. Thomas followed as a reserve. 
All this was efl'ectively accomplished. Lieutenant-colonel Walk- 
er, chief of Hill's artillery, bringing up the batteries of Cap- 
tains Pegram, Mcintosh, Davidson, Braxton, and Crenshaw. 
On the 15th, at an early hour, the attack on the enemy began, 
and shortly afterwards General Hill, according to orders, 
ceased firing, as a signal for storming the works. The white 
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flag WAS, howerer, soon dieplayed, and the garrison capitulated* 
General Hill was left to receive the surrender of the Fedend 
troops, etc., while Jackson moved forward to the main army 
nnder Lee. 

General Hill having accomplished this^ then proceeded to 
Antietam, where the battle was raging, and reached there at 4 
p. M., on the 17th of September, taking his position on the Ood- 
federate right. His timely arrival materially aided in the for- 
tunes of the day, and enabled General Lee to maintain his 
ground, though, as we have elsewhere shown, neither party 
left in a condition to renew the conflict. 

The following night, September 18th, the army fell back to 
Virginia, recrossing the Potomac early on the morning of the 
19th. General Hill, with General Early, had gone on, in the 
advance, towards Martinsbnrg, but a force of the enemy came 
over the river, and General Hill fhced about to charge them; 
^' His division," says Jackson, in the oflScial report, ^^ advanced 
with great gallantry against the infantry, in the fWee of a con- 
tinual discharge of shot and shell from their balteriet. . • The 
enemy were driven into the river, followed by an appalling 
scene of the destruction of human life." An eye-witness says, 
"With no stop or hesitation, using no artillery, sending his 
men in steadily. General A. P. Hill drove the enemy into and 
across the river, taking 300 prisoners, and making the rwer 
blue with their dead?^ 

The army now recuperated awhile, and generals, officers, and 
soldiers obtained that rest they so much needed. Again they 
took up the march, and crossed North Virginia to Fredericks- 
burg. There, as we have before related, another great battle 
was fought, and General Hill was again conspicuous. Hie 
part in that battle we mentioned in the words of his gallant 
commander, General Lee ; but we may add that the fighting 
was terribly severe at his position on the right, and nothing 
but the most determined bravery and endurance could have 
prevented his division from being annihilated by the impetu- 
ous charge of Franklin and Hooker. 

From this date there is little to record of General Hill that 
has not already been stated in previous sketches. His in- 
dividuality is merged in the glorious deeds of the army wherein 
he bore so high and important a position. To relate, in de- 
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detail, what was done by this brave and skilful officer at 
Chauceliursviile, and agaiu in Maryland and Pennsylvania, 
would involve useless repetition, and the reader must be 
referred to the preceding more extended accounts of this 
period. 

In the spring of 1863, the Confederate army was in winter- 
quarters at Fredericksburg, when, on the 28tli of April, at 
7rddfii(//Uy General Hill, in accordance with orders received 
that evening, took up his march towards Chancellorsville. In 
the battle tliat followed, liis division formed the centre of Jack- 
son's corps, on the old turnpike road, near the Wilderness. 
General liiiodes was in front, and when Ilill moved lor ward, 
afier Khodes had gallantly charged, he liad to form his men in 
and on each side of the road leading through ihe thick wood. 
It was at that time Jackson met his death wound, and his last 
order was to his statf, '' Go back and tell A. P. Hill to press 
right on I" The command of the corps now, however, de- 
volved upon General Hill, as the senior officer, but while 
rushing forward to the assault he himself was wounded, and 
had to retire from the Held. For his gallantry in ihis battle. 
Hill was soon after made a lieutenant-general, and had the 
command of one of the three grand corps into which the army was 
then divided. Fortunately Uis wound did not detain him long 
from the saddle. On the 8th of June he was commandmg his 
corps, again on the march to new scenes of glory. Up ihe 
Shenandoah, into Maryland, and at Gettysburg, his name 
prominently appears with the other brave generals wlio tigured 
there. On tiic lirst day's light (July 1st), at Gettysburg, the 
corps of General Hill was mostly engaged, two of his liivitiious 
driving the enemy back, and capturing a great many pris- 
oners, some cannon and colors. In speaking to one looking 
on at this engagement, he said, '*The Yankees have fought 
with a determination unusual to them ;" and he pointed out a 
railway cutting in which they had made a good stand. He 
also showed a held, in the centre of which he had seen a man 
plant the regimental colors, round which the regiment had 
fought for some time with much obstinacy, and when, at 
length, it was obliged to retreat, the color-bearer retired last of 
all, turning round every now and then to shake his list at the 
advancing Confederates. The poor fellow, however, sacriticed 
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hi8 life to hie fearlessness, and General Hill said he felt tmlj 
sorry when he saw him fall. 

On the following day^ General Hill occapied the centre of 
the Confederate army, and was seated, with General Lee, just 
below a tree, watching through his glass the progress of the 
fight. Two of his brigades gave way, and night closed upon 
the scene. Next day a portion only of his corps was engaged, 
with what result the reader already knows. 

Tlie next important movement of the army, after the retreat 
from Gettysburg, was in October, 1868, when General Hill 
was sent forward to Bristoe station in pursuit of Meade's army, 
which had fallen back from its advanced position on the Rap- 
pahannock. Hill had but two brigades in front, and these 
were repulsed with considerable loss in killed and wounded, 
besides five pieces of artillery. General Hill then returned to 
the Eappahannock, whither Meade, some time afterwards, 
followed, and routed a small force stationed to guard the bridge 
over that river. 

We' nmst now pass on to the momentous campaign of the 
year 1864, in every battle of which General Hill bore a part 
During the period of rest, from the preceding November until 
May, nothing occurred of importance to relate in this connec- 
tion. Encamped with the army on the Eapidan, it was not 
till tlie 4th of that month he had again an opportunity to 
signalize himself, but this was conspicuously done when he 
marched rapidly from his quarters to the Wilderness, and 
shjired in that hard-fought battle. Hill's corps behaved, on 
this occasion, with the most remarkable bravery, and the 
general himself was everywhere present, pressing on and en- 
couraging his men. Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, 
and every fight around Richmond, all bear witness to the 
heroism and determination of the Confederate generals and 
their oflicers and men. We have already told the tale, as 
fully as space would permit, in our sketch of General Lee, to 
which we refer. In all reports of those engagements, to the 
present time, a well-deserved tribute is paid to the skill and 
valor of Lieutenant-general A. P. HilL 
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joining the Southern Confederacj. Be thi» as it may, we find 
him resigning hie commiBsion on the 16th of April, 1861, and 
entering the new army of the South with the rank of first* 
lieutenant, with the order to report to General Lee early in 
May, 1861. He was then appointed captain of cavalry, and 
sent to Magrnder, then in command on the Peninsnla. Several 
skirmishes and engagements occurred, of no particular note^ 
however, except the fight at Great Bethel, wherein the cavalry 
figured ; but we find no particular mention of Captain Hood'a 
name until, on September 30, 1861, he was ordered to Rich- 
mond, and received the rank of colonel of infantry. There 
was, at the time, a regiment of Texas volunteers in camp near 
the city, and an attempt had been made to oi^nise them by 
appointing Colonel Allen, of Texas, to the. command; bnt, - 
from some cause of dissatisfaction with him, tliis appointment 
was withdrawn, and Colonel Hood assigned to the post. 

At this period Hood was in all the manly vigor of good 
health, and presented a fine, commanding appearance, with a 
powerful melodious voice, and a kindly though piercing eye; 
consequently his manners and look soon won upon his soldiers, 
and very speedily he obtained their cordial good-will. The 
men found hiiu able and ready to give all the necessary in- 
struction, not only in drilling them, but also in other minor 
technicalities of the field. Thus he succeeded in forming a 
somewhat rough, but hardy and daring set of recruits, into a 
fine and most effective regiment. ' 

At the beginning of Koveniber, 1861, Hood and his men 
were ordered to Dumfries, in Virginia, and there, with another 
regiment, organized into a brigade under Senator Wigfall, who 
had been appointed a brigadier-general. When, however, 
Senator Wigfall had to take liis seat in the Confederate Con- 
gress, on March 3d, 1862, Colonel Hood was assigned to his 
post, with a brigadier's rank. In this month the grand army 
of Virginia evacuated Manassas, and marched south. Hood's 
brigade then accompanied it to the Peninsula, and appears to 
have been attached to Longstreet's corps at Yorktown and 
Williamsburg, and when the army retreated to Richmond, he 
brought up the rear of the main force, though Longstreet was 
further behind him. On the 7th of May, the Union forces, . 
under Qeneral Franklin, landed at West Point, on the York 
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river, and then Hood came prominently forward in attacking 
him. Posting his Texans in an advantageous position among 
tlio swampy woods, he suddenly fell upon the Federals as tliey 
advanced, and gave them battle. The fight was wild and con- 
fused for hours. The enemy then hurriedly fell back to the 
shelter of the gunboats, and General Ilood followed the main 
army towards Kichmond. 

Particulars of the several battles around Richmond have 
already been related, but we may mention tliat the battle of 
Gaines's Mill was the first great fight in which Hood's brigade 
had participated. Previously they had been held in reservCi 
and placed where skirmishing or outpost work was carried on. 
Now, however, they were called upon to sliow of what stuff 
tliey Mere made, and a desperate part was assigned them. 
The Federal batteries had to be charged, and when the proper^ 
moment came, the word was given. Hood himself, on foot, led 
them forward, and, with a wild shout, at a run, they rushed 
on riglit into the redoubts and among the guns. A hand-to- 
hand conflict ensued ; their ranks were broken for a moment, 
but, rapidly closing, the Texans fought like fiends. Tlie result 
is known. The enemy retired before the tremendous charge 
of Hood's brigade, while he, by his gallantry on tliis occasion, 
obtained promotion as a major-general. 

From this time the movements of General Hood were so 
bound up with the grand army under Lee, that to relate them 
in detail, would only be repeating what we have already nar- 
rated, and, therefore, a few illustrations of the part he sus- 
tained in the several battles is all that need be given. 

At the battles of Groveton and Bull Eun, on August 29th 
and 30th, 1862, he was especially conspicuous for daring and 
skill in his movements. On the first day, it is related that 
" General Lee, seeing the moment had arrived for a demonstra- 
tion on the enemy's left, about nightfall this was undertaken. 
Hood's division wasoixlered forward, and no sooner had these 
splendid troops thrown themselves with ardor into the contest, 
than the whole appearance of the field suddenly changed. Up 
to that moment the conflict had been obstinate, but the firing 
upon both sides had perceptibly decreased in intensity. It was 
just at that moment Hood's division advanced; and the quick 
tongues of flame leaped from the muzzles of his musketZi 
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lightiDg np the gathering gloom with their crimBon light • • • 
Then, with one long roar of masketrj, and a maze of qnick 
flaslies everywhere, Hood's men charged forward, with wild 
cheers, driving the enemy before them into the depths of the 
forest." 

In the next day's conflict, his division took the advance of 
Longstreet's corps, and, pressing forward, " never yielded aa 
inch." Hood himself, equally with other generals, shared tho 
dangers of his men ; and when the fight was won, could claim 
a full share of the high praise bestowed by Lee upon all. 

It is a singular coincidence, that the troops actually opposed 
to Hood's division, at this battle, were the same he encountered 
at Gaines' Mill ; and, as there, after a gallant contest, thej 
had to retire before him. 

The first invasion of Maryland, in September, again brought 
Oeneral Hood prominently forward at Boonesboro, where, in 
conjunction with D. H. Hill, he held the mountain pass against 
MeClellan until Lee came up. What occurred has alreadj 
been told, and we pass rapidly on, with Hood still accompany- 
ing the army, to the battle of Fredericksburg. Here Hood held 
the right of Longstreet's corps, and was, consequently, on the 
left of Jackson. Tlie enemy had taken possession of a small 
copse in front of Hood, but he quickly dispossessed them of it, 
and drove them off with great loss. 

In the month of February, 1863, Longstreet, with two of 
his divisions, proceeded south, to the siege of Suffolk, in South- 
east Virginia ; and, as General Hood does not appear to have 
participated in the battle of Chancellorsville, it is to be infer- 
red that he accompanied his corps-commander, though very 
little is to be found relating to this expedition. However, in 
tlie mouth of June, we find both of them in Maryland again, 
at the second invasion of that State by General Lee. Hood 
was severely wounded in the arm, at Gettysburg ; and, on the 
retreat, he was borne in a carriage, suffering very much from 
such a conveyance. It was, at first, thought his arm could not 
be saved, but proper care and attention preserved it, though 
ever afterwards it was shrivelled, and nearly useless. Still, 
lie did not absolutely forsake his command. Kesting awhile 
to recover from his wound, he was able to accompany Long- 
street, at the end of August, into East Tennessee, and on to 
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reinforce Bragg, then preparing for the battle of Chieka- 
maiiga. 

In this battle, previonaly described, Major-general Hood, 
"with his division, was on the left, hotly engaged, and ultimately 
drove the enemy from the front of him. In the engagement 
of the second day, Sunday, September 20th, 1863, he was again 
wounded, making amputation of his leg needful, it being 
terribly shattered. 

For his valuable services in this and other engagementSi 
Ilood was afterwards made a lieutenant-general; but six 
months elapsed before he could again take the field. In the 
beginning of March, however, he was at Richmond, and about 
the middle of tlie month proceeded to take command of 
his corps in North Georgia, under General Johnston. On the 
way to Dalton, an accident occurred to the train he was in, 
arising from a collision, and General Hood suifered in con- 
sequence, but was not prevented from continuing his jour- 
ney. 

Soon after taking command, he issued a very excellent order 
with regard to troops attacking, when in line of battle. He 
said, "They must not be moved at the double-quick step, or be 
in any way unnecessarily fatigued, before engaging the enemy, 
tliat they may be in the best possible condition for pressing 
him, and improving any advantages which may be gained." 

Of the subsequent operations connected with Sherman's ad- 
vance in Georgia, and Johnston's retreat, we have already 
spoken. At the battle of Resaca, Hood commanded the right, 
and as the army fell back, he was very eflFective in stubbornly 
disputing the enemy's progress. On the 18th of July, General 
Johnston having been relieved. Hood was appointed in his 
place, and assumed command in the following address : 

Hbadquabtebs Abmt or Terhssseb, Joly 18^ 1864. 
SoLDiEits — In obedience to orders from the War Depart- 
ment, I assume command of this army and department. / 
fed the weight of the responsibility so suddenly and unexpeKA- 
edly devolved upon me by this position, and shall bend all my 
energies and employ all my skill to meet its requirements. I 
look with confidence to your patriotism to stand by me, and 
rely upon your prowess to wrest your country from the grasp 
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of the invader, entitling jonreelveB to the proud distinction of 
being called the deliverers of an oppressed people. 

J. B.HOOD,aeMnL 

The Confederate army was now before and in Atlanta, 
Sherman vigorously at work aroand it On the SOth Hood at- 
tacked the enemy's right, on Peach-tree creek, near the Chatta- 
hoochee, driving him from his works, and captnring colors and 
prisoners. The day following, at night, the army shifted its 
position fronting on Peach-tree creek, and Stewart's and 
Cheatham's corps formed in line of battle around the city. 
Hardee's corps made a night march, and attacked the enemy's 
extreme left on the 22d, at one o'clock, and drove him from 
his works, capturing sixteen pieces of artillery and five stands 
of colors. Cheatham attacked the enemy at four o'clock, p. x., 
with a portion of his command, and drove the enemy, captur> 
ing six pieces of artillery. During the engagement the Con*' 
federates captured about two thousand prisoners. 

Such is the account, in General Hood's hurried rq>ort of 
what was, in reality, a severe engagement, with great loss on 
both sides ; and we cannot pass it over without mentioning 
the death of the gallant, and now justly lamented, General 
McPherson, whose brilliant career in the Federal army is so 
well known. 

On the 28th of July, Hood made another attack on Sherman, 
who was extending his line more to the right, and was thus 
compelled to fall back before the fierce assault of the Confed- 
erates. 

At length, after various sharp encounters between the con- 
tending parties, Atlanta was evacuated, and General Hood 
sent the following report explaining the cause. 

HxADqnABTKB0^ September 8, 1864. 

On the evening of the SOth of August the enemy made a 
lodgement across Flint river, near Jonesboro. We attacked 
them there on the evening of the 31st with two corps, but 
failed to dislodge them. 

This made it necessary to abandon Atlanta, which was done 
on the night of the 1st of September. 

Our loss on the evening of the 31st was smalL 
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On the evening of the Ist of September, General Hardee's 
corps, iu position at Jonesboro, was assaulted by a superior 
force of the enemy, and bein*^ outflanked, was compelled to 
withdraw during the night, with the loss of eight guns. 

Tlie enemy's prisoners report their loss very severe. 

J. B. HOOD, General. 

The above dispatch of the fall of such an important city as 
Atlanta, is, however, so brief, that we think it may be interest- 
ing to give some details, as related by a correspondent. The 
writer says : 

" The position of the Federal troops on the 30th of April was 
as follows : General Howard's army of the Tennessee, which 
had the right of the line, having crossed the West Point rail- 
road nearest to Fairburn, had pushed forward in an oblique 
direction, and was therefore near Jonesboro, twenty-two 
miles south of Atlanta, while his communicating force — tho 
army of the Ohio, under General Schofield — passing over the 
railroad nearer to Red Oak, crossed the country in a more di- 
rect line, and found itself near to Rough and Ready, and on 
the extreme left of the Union army. Both of these places are 
stations of the Macon railroad, but about eleven miles apart 
It was therefore necessary that the gap between those wings 
should be filled, and the army of the Cumberland, under Gen- 
eral Thomas, and which had marched along the route in two 
columns, behind the armies of the Tennessee and Ohio, now 
came forward to the front and formed the centre of the main 
ai-my. Sherman's line was therefore eleven miles in extent, 
and ranged along the Macon railroad from Rough and Ready- 
to Jonesboro, with its centre at Couch's. 

" The Confederate forces had, at this time, been divided into 
two main armies, separated by an interval of twenty-two miles. 

" One part of the army was intrenched at Atlanta, and the 
other at Jonesboro, under General Hardee, and was also in- 
trenched. The cause of this separation of the forces arose from 
the fact that Hood had found out by Kilpatrick's raid that it 
was necessary ho should protect his communications at that 
point by a large force, to prevent a repetition of such a catas- 
trophe as had taken place at that part of the line on the 20th 
instant. He certainly had not expected so speedy a move- 
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ment of Sherman's whole armj in the same direction. Sher* 
marrs army was, therefore, between the enemy's forces, and 
had, as was announced from the War Department, literally di- 
vided the Confederates in two. 

*' When General Howard found the enemy in force at Jones- 
boro, he at once intrenched his command, locating the salient 
or projecting angle wirhia half a mile of the railroad. This 
the enemy did not approve of, and an attempt was made to 
drive off the Federal troops from the position, doubtless suppos- 
ing the force to be merely a raiding party. The Confederates 
attacked General Howard's works at about three o'clock on 
the afternoon of the 30th of August, and were repulsed^ 
Meeting with so unexpected a force, they fell back into their 
works at Jf^nesboro, leaving their dead and wounded in fhmfc 
of General Howard's lines. 

'^ General Sherman soon perceived the advantages of his posi- 
tion, and determined to profit by Hood's mistake. Having the 
Confederate forces separated, the principal object was to keep 
them so, and thus conquer them in detail. He therefore or- 
dered the advance of the left (Schofield) and centre (Thomas) 
rapidly to the railroad, where they made a good lodgment, 
and during the Slst. of August, nearly the whole distance be- 
tween Rough and Ready and Jonesboro was despoiled of its 
raihoad track, ties, and other material. These two armies were 
also brought nearer to the intrenched positions at Jonesboro, 
and to the left of Howard's command. By this plan of opera- 
tion, Sherman had interposed his whole army between Atlanta 
and Jonesboro. 

'' Having placed his troops in the desired position, Sherman, 
on the 1st of Septeml)er, ordered a general attack on the ene- 
my at Jonesboro. The movement was made with great gal- 
lantry, and after an amount of skirmishing and artillery fire, 
an assault of the works was ordered. The Fourteenth corps, 
under tlie command of Brevet Major-general Jefferson O. 
Davis, was selected to make the assault, and gallantly they 
charged upon the works amid a storm of grape and canister 
from the enemy's artillery. Nothing daunted, the brave boys 
who had held their own throughout the Georgia ciimpaigh, 
rushed upon the intrenchments and carried them handsomely, 
capturing about a thousand prisoners and ten pieces of artil- 
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leiy. General Sherman speaks highly of the conduct of the 
men of tlie gallant Fourteenth, and officially awards to Gen- 
eral Jcfler8(»n C. Davis the honor he has so bravely won. 

*• During the night the enemy, finding it impossible to hold 
Jonesboro, retreated along the Macon railroad in a southerly 
direction, and took up a position at Lovejoy^s station, seven 
miles distant, and twenty-nine miles from Atlanta. Here they 
threw up hai^ty intrenehment* to prevent the further pursuit of 
our cavalry, which had followed them to this point, inflicting 
damage on their rear, and causing confusion during the retreat. 

" While Slierman was busily engaged in his attack upon 
Jonesboro, Hood, wlio had still remained in Atlanta, finding 
that he was outflanked, his line of supply cut off, and the 
Federal troops between him and a large portion of his army, be- 
came speedily convinced that his position was untenable. In 
order to save that portion of his command then with him, he 
determined to evacuate the fortified city, and on the night of 
September 1st he blew up his magazines, destroyed all his sup- 
plies that he could not remove, consisting of seven locomotives 
and eighty-one cars loaded with ammunition, small-arms, and 
stores, and left the place by the turnpike roads. 

"General SK>cum, who held command of the army of obser- 
vation, soon discovered the position of affairs in Atlanta, and 
on the morning of September 2d moved his forces from the 
Chattahoochee river and occupied the place. He captured in 
Atlanta fourteen pieces of artillery, many of them in first-rate 
condition, and a large number of small-arms." 

Various comments, as usual, were made upon this evacna- 
tion of Atlanta by llood ; but it was generally concluded that 
the evil, though great, was not so bad as might be inferred 
from the loss of such a city. It was said, by one reviewer of 
Hood's operations, during the period, that *'the final loss of 
Atlanta was not by any means a test of his ability or capacity 
to command, for the holding of that city depended upon many 
contingencies that could not be controlled by him or anybody 
else;" and remarks were added concerning the various causes 
that had produced the course he took. 

' Upon the evacuation of Atlanta, a truce of ten days was 
agreed to, and at the expiration of that time, Hood, on the 
19th of September, shifted his position to. the West Point rail- 
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road, with a view of getting in Sherman's rear. Just previoiiSi 
on Sunday, the 18th of September, PreMdent Dayia arrived at 
Oeneral Hood's headquarters, and, the following day, reviewed 
the whole army. In the evening, the President addressed the 
soldiers in hopeful and encouraging tones. Taming to Cheat* 
ham's division of Tennesseans, he said: ^^Be of good cheer, 
for within a short while your faces will be tamed homeward, 
and your feet pressing Tennessee soil." 

President Davis was followed by General Howell Cobb, who, 
in a few remarks, made many happy hits, and convulsed the 
audience with laughter. General Hood was enthosiasticallj 
called for. Slowly rising from his chair, and dashing his hat 
down like a blushing school-boy, the general said : ^^ Soldiers, 
it is not my province to make speeches : I was not bom fov 
such work ; that I leave to other men. Within a few days I 
expect to give the command ^forward,' and I believe you are, 
like myself, willing to go forward, even if we live on parched 
corn and beef. I am ready to give the command ^forward' 
this very night. Good-night.'* 

In reflecting upon the fall of Atlanta, and the want of sue- 
cess attending Hood^s army at this tipie, we should not forget 
the bodily infirmities of the general in command, consequent 
upon the severe wounds he had received at Gettysburg and 
Chickamauga. But the spirit within was as powerful to will 
and to do as ever. He was evidently one of those whom no 
disasters or physical ailments — not even the partial dismem- 
berment of his body — nor any amount of external trouble, 
annoyance, or ill-will can crush ; and though his career was 
not so conspicuous at the beginning of the war, as that of some 
generals, yet he well and bravely bore his sliare throughouL 
His was no longer the fine commanding presence of earlier 
days, in the outset of his military life, — ^nearly four years of 
hard service having reduced his frame, and robbed him of 
much of his physical ability, leaving the vigor of his powerful 
mind alone unbroken. An eye-witness says of him, at this time : 

'^ General Hood appears to be in as cheerful a flow of spirits 
as his brave and patriotic veterans. I saw liim to-day, sur- 
rounded by a group of major-generals and brigadiers, in social 
converse under an oak-tree. Where the next campaign will 
be, is scarcely even discussed. At present there are no evi- 
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dences of a movement. But I have reason to predict that be- 
fore many moons have waned, tlie Federals will hear of Hood 
and liis army, througli qnite a novel and unexpected chan- 
nel/' 

Towards tlie end of the montli, Hood got well in the rear of 
Sliermun at Athmta. He began his march on the 29th of Sep- 
tember, and next day encamped for the night near the old 
battle-ground of New IIoi)e church. Here he concentrated 
his forces, bringing up the corps of S. D. Lee, and Wheeler's 
cavalry. Forrest was then at work on the left, and Wheeler 
was 11' "W sent to the right, an<l to Marietta. At a defile in the 
Allatot>na mountains, the Federals, under General Corse, at- 
tacked the advance of Lee's corps under S. G. French, and the 
Federal general wjis there slightly wounded. Ilood, however, 
went on, pursued by a part of Sherman's forces to Kesaea, 
where he arrived on October 12th, the enemy having retired 
to Atlanta. Leaving Wheeler in charge at Resaca, Hood 
marched rapidly forward to Dalton, took possession, and then 
went on to the gap, at Ringgold, with his right flank at La- 
fayette. From here to Gadsden and Jacksonville, Ala. (the 
latter place Beauregard's headquarters at the time — he having 
become department commander), the army occupied the whole 
ground by the 'J2d of October, in good condition, and ready 
for the next grand movement. On the 25th of October, Hood's 
forces were at Tuscumbia and Florence, and on the 2d of No- 
vember some of the enemy in Decatur were driven out, and 
the place captured by the Confederates. Resting his forces 
awhile. Hood then crossed the Tennessee at Florence, on No- 
vember K*th, General Thomas, with the Federal army, falling 
back tt)wards Nashville. At first, the Confederate advance in 
Tennessee seemed highly prosperous. Pulaski was evacuated 
by the Federal forces under General E. W. Johnston, on the 
23d, and Hood marched on to Columbia. Here, by a flank 
movement, on the night of the 2oth, he compelled Thomas's 
forces to withdraw. At Spring Hill, there was a slight en- 
gagement, but on the 30th of November, a battle was fought 
at Franklin, Tennessee. The following account of it is from 
General Hood's dispatch : 
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HsADquABTEBfl, Abmt ov T miniJMMJ i, near NAflBnuji.) 
Dea ^ «<a MoonJB, Dea 9» 186i. ) 
To HoH. J. A. SsDDON : 

About four o'clock p. u.j Nov^ember 80th, we attacked the 
enemy at Franklin, and drove them from their centre line of 
temporary works into the inner lines, which they evacuated 
during the night, leaving their dead and wounded in our-poe- 
session, and retired to Nashville, closely followed by oar oaval** 
ry. We captured several stands of colors and about one thou* 
sand prisoners. Our troops fought with great gallantry. We 
have to lament the loss of many gallant officers and mem 
Mxjor-general Cleburne and Brigadier-generals John Williamsi 
Adams, Gist, Strahl, and Granberry were killed. M«jor-gen« 
eral John Brown, and Brigadier-generals S. Carter, Maniganlt| 
Quarles, Cockerill, and Scott were wounded. Brigadier-gen- 
eral Gordon was captured. 

J. BL HOOD, GeneitL 

A subsequent telegram from General Hood says: ^^ Oar lost 
of officers was excessively large in proportioq to the loss of 

men." 

Hood now advanced upon Nashville, and laid siege to it, on 
the 2d of December, closely investing it for a fortnight. At 
the end of that time, the Federal forces attacked the Confeder- 
ates, and the battle of Nashville was fought, ending in the 
defeat of Hood's army, and his retreat to the Tennessee river, 
pursued by the victorious Federals. The following dispatch, 
from General Beauregard, gives a brief account of the affair: 

Macoh, Jan. 7, 1865. 
To General S. Cooper, Acyntant and InBpector Qenend : 

General Hood reports from Spring Hill, December 27, 1864, 
that on the morning of the 15th instant, in front of Nashville, 
the enemy attacked both flanks of his army. They were re- 
pulsed on the riglit with heavy loss, but towards evening they 
drove in his infantry outposts on the left flank. 

Early on the 16th, the enemy made a general attack on his 
entire line. All their assaults were handsomely repulsed with 
heavy loss until half-past six p. m., when a portion of our line 
to the left of the centre suddenly gave way, causing our lines 
to give way at all points, our troops retreating rapidly. Fiftj 
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pieces of artillery and several ordnance wagons were lost by 
us on that day. Our loss in killed and wounded heretofore 
small — in prisoners, not ascertained. Major-general Edward 
Jackson, and Brigadier-generals T. B. Smith, and H. R. Jack- 
son are captured. 

G. T. BEAUBBQABD, QenenO. 

General Hood recrossed the Tennessee at Florence, General 
Forrest covering his retreat, and was at Tupelo on the 6th of 
January, 1805, where, on the 23dy he took leave of the army 
in the following order: 

HEADqUABTEBS, AlUCT OF THB TENNBBBKB,) 

Tupelo, Miss., Jan. 28, 1865. ) 
Soldiers — At my request, I have this day been relieved 
from the command of the army. In taking leave of you, ac- 
cept my tlianks for the patience with which you have endured 
your liardships during the recent campaign. I am alone 
responsible for its conception, and strove hard to do my duty 
in its execution. I urge upon you the importance of giving 
your entire support to tlie distinguished soldier who now as- 
sumes command, and shall look with deep interest on all your 
future operations, and rejoice at your success. 

J. B. HOOD. 



GENERAL ALBERT SYDNEY JOHNSTON. 



Thx short career of this gallant officer, in the Confederate 
army, prevents the same extended notice of his life, that others 
of his rank have been considered entitled to, and which their 
services have demanded. Ho was bom in the year .1808, in 
Macon county, Eentncky, and received his early education at the 
Transylvania University, in that State, nnder President HoUej. 
At the age of nineteen, he enteVed West Point Academy as a 
cadet, and gradnated on the 80th of June, 18S6, standing num- 
ber eight in his class. He was then brevetted second-lientenant 
of the Second infantry, but was subsequently transferred, in 
1827, to the Sixth infantry, and served as Adjutant to his 
regiment from 1828 to 1832. From the 8th of May to the 
year 1833, he was Aid to Brigadier-general Atkinson; and 
during a part of that time he was acting as Assistant Adju- 
tant-general of Illinois Volunteers, in the Black Hawk War. 
With these forces, President, then Captain Lincoln, also 
served. 

On May 3l8t, 1834, he resigned his commission in the regu- 
lar army, and went to reside in Missouri. In 1836 he emi- 
grated to Texas, arriving there shortly after the battle of San 
Jacinto. There, alone, and perfectly unknown, he determined 
to begin a new career. We may not stop to inquire what were 
the motives which induced him to leave the United States' ser- 
vice. In all ages, and throughout all forms of government, 
merit and perseverance, even when acknowledged, do not al- 
ways find a reward. It is wise, therefore, in a world so wide, for 
a brave soul to rise above disappointment, and try new fields, 
where pent-up energies may have full play. There was, it is 
true, plenty of room even in his native State, for action ; bot 
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the lands of Texas, and its peculiarly romantic charms— its 
wild and daring life — probably presented greater inducement 
to a nature like Johnston's, which felt itself, perhaps, too 
cramped under the military control of a more settled govern- 
ment. 

At the time when Johnston entered Texas, an intestine war 
was raging ; and, without hesitation, he entered the Republican 
army, in General Rusk's division, as a private soldier. The 
general speedily discovered his abilities, and made him Adju- 
tant-general of his command. Subsequently, he was made 
senior Brigadier-general of the Texan army, and was ap- 
pointed to succeed General Felix Houston, in the chief com- 
mand. This led to a duel between them, in which Johnston 
was wounded. In 1838, he was chosen Secretary of War of 
the new Republic, under President Lamar; and, the follow- 
ing year, he organized an expedition against the Cherokees, 
seven hundred strong, who were defeated at a battle on the 
Neuches. 

In 1840 he retired from the service, and settled on a planta- 
tion, in Brazonia county, near Galveston. Here he remained 
quietly, attending to his new home, for two or three years, 
and during that time always advocating the annexation of 
Texas to the United States. At length, when the Mexican 
war broke out, he once more, in 1846, and, at the request of 
General Taylor, allowed his daring spirit to find its vent on the 
battlefield. He arrived in Mexico shortly after the battles of 
RcBaca and Palo-Alto, and was elected Colonel of the First 
Texas regiment, serving as such from June 18th, to August 
24th, 1846. After that regiment was discharged, he was ap- 
pointed Aid, and Inspector-general to General Butler. In that 
capacity he was at the famous battle of Monterey, and, during 
the iight, his horse was three times shot under him. For his 
conduct on that day, he was recommended by General Taylor, 
for the appointment of Brigadier-general ; but the position 
was bestowed upon Caleb Gushing. 

After this he retired to his plantation, cultivating the earth 
with his own hands, in the truly honest and noble occupation 
of a farmer, on his own land. His circumstances, however, 
were not good ; and when Taylor was made President, that 
gallant old general forgot not Johnston, but, on October Slst, 



OENRRAL ALBKBT 8TDNKT J0HN8T0V* 899 

1849, bestowed npou him the appointment of Paymaster of the 
regular army, with tlie rank of major. 

When the army was increased by fonr new regiments, the 
Texas Legislature asked that he shonld be appointed one of tlie 
colonels, and, accordingly, Jefferson Davis, then Secretary of 
War, gave him command of the Second Cavalry, With his 
headquarters at San Antonio, Texas. There he still further 
displayed his niih'tary talents, and won the confidencJb of the 
country, by the vigorous and successful warfare he initiated 
against tlie wild tribes of Indians, who were constantly en- 
gasi^ed in marauding forays upon the early settlers. 

In the latter part of 1857 h^ ^as appointed, by President 
Buchanan, to the command of the Utah Ezpeditic^, sent to 
quell the Mormons, who had shown much disturbance. It was 
in September that he started upon this expedition, and the 
perils which he and his followers encountered are well known* 
On the 6th of November, being in the Rocky Mountains, they 
were overtaken by a snow-storm of such fury, that it ^^ racked 
the bones of his men, and starved the oxen, horses, and males." 
The snow was from two to four feet deep, and the thennometer 
from sixteen to eighteen degrees below zero for ninety days af- 
wards. But they pursued the march, making only thirty-five 
mik'8 in fifteen days, and when they went into camp, sub- 
sisted on mules, without bread or salt, until provisions were 
sent by Government, in the following spring. Tlie troops 
sutfi?red from cold and hunger to a great extent ; but the Col- 
onel fared no better than his men during that period. 

In the spring of 1858, he crossed the plains, and arrived at 
Salt Lake City, where the ability, zeal, and energy he dis- 
played, caused him to be brevetted Brigadier-general (dating 
fr(»ni N<)V(Mnber, 1847), and full commander of the military 
district of Utah. 

Wiien the Mormon troubles were ended, General Johnston 
w:ij> 8ent to California ; and, on the death of General Clarke, 
assumed eominand of the department of the Pacific There he 
remained until, hearing that his adopted State, Texas — where 
h\> iionie and his farm belonged — had passed the Ordinance of 
SiMt -^sii.n, he resi<rned his position in the United States army, 
and at (uice prepared to remove South, to assist in repelling the 
thieatened invasion by the North. 
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It 18 Stated, that "on tlie inception of the war, General 
Scott, fully aware of tlie great military genius of Albert Syd- 
ney Jolmbton, made a vigorous, but ineffectual effort, to secure 
his services for the Federal Government, tendering him the 
chief command, to whicli his seniority and rank, according to 
army regulations, entitled him. But Johnston nobly rejected 
the offer: he would not sell his birthright and his home." 
Measures were, therefore, taken to have him arrested before he 
could join the South. Vessels, with officials on board, were 
directed to intercept his passage by sea ; but this coming to 
his knowledge, he took the overland route, and thus avoided 
an arrest. Perhaps one secret . reason for attempting to seize 
him was, from the fact of his being a kinsman of Mr. Floyd, 
who, it is said, had some influence in getting him placed in the 
command at California. General Sumner had already been 
dispatched to supersede him, on the first signs of strife ; but 
Johnston, with three or four companions, increased afterwards 
to one hundred, on mules, proceeded by way of Arizona. He 
lefc Los Angelos the 2d of July, 1861, passed through Texas, and 
arrived at New Orleans in safety. This was in August, 1861, 
and immediately proceeding, via Memphis, to Richmond, he 
was assigned to the command of the department of Kentucky 
and Tennessee, with the rank of General. He being a native 
of Kentucky, and his thorough knowledge of the Western coun- 
try, coupled with his great ability, rendered his appointment 
to this position specially appropriate. 

General Johnston at once proceeded to his command ; and, 
as Kentucky, though before professedly neutral, had now as- 
sembled troops to threaten the borders of Tennessee, he felt no 
hesitation in making his headquarters at Bowling Green, al- 
ready taken possession of by General Buckner, for the South. 

The arrival of General Johnston in the west, gave great 
pleasure to the upholders of the Confederate cause, and many 
high expectations were formed of him. But his own anticipa- 
tions of success w^ere far less sanguine. As an experienced 
military man, he well knew the immense advantages the North 
possessed in resources and men, besides the long established 
organization of army drill. "With him there was all to do, and 
little to do it with. Everything was new, and had to be 
fashioned into shape, while in the field there were skilled cap- 
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tains on the eide of the North, fnlly equal to those arrayed 
against them in behalf of the South. Bnell was not far off, in 
a position of immense strength, with an army said to be 
50,000 strong. In his rear was the Cumberland river, liable 
to rise at any moment, and to admit the largest class steamers 
as high as Nashville. Then tliere was the Tennessee, travers- 
ing the entire State, and capable of passing gunboats to Ala- 
bama; while, at the mouth of both these rivers — at Paducah 
and Smithfield — the enemy was collecting an enormous force, 
both naval and military. Tlius there was much cause for 
anything but the exultant hope others appeared to entertain 
upon his arrival: his own failure to sympathize in this feeling 
being attributable, in great measure, to his peculiarly unpre- 
tending character. 

Immediately upon assuming his command. General John- 
ston issued the following proclamation : 

*^ Whereas, the armed occupation of a part of Kentucky by 
the United States, and the preparations which manifest the in- 
tention of their government to invade the Confederate States 
through that territory, have imposed it on these last, as a ne- 
cessity of self-defence, to enter that State and meet the invasion 
upon the best line for military operations ; and, whereas, it is 
proper tliat the motives of the government of the Confederate 
States in taking this step should be fully known to the world ; 
now, therefore, I, Albert S. Johnston, general and commander 
of the Western Department of the Army of the Confederate 
States of America, do proclaim that these States have thus 
marched their troops into Kentucky with no hostile intention 
towards its people, nor do they desire or seek to control their 
choice in regard to their union with either of the confeder- 
acies, or to subjugate their State or hold its soil against their 
wishes. On the contrary, they deem it to be the right of the 
people of Kentucky to determine their own position in regard 
to the belligerents. It is for them to say whether they will 
join either the confederacy, or maintain a separate existence as 
independent sovereign State. The armed occupation of their 
soil, both as to its cxteYit and duration, will, therefore, be 
strictly limited to the exigencies of self-defence on the part of 
the Confederate States. These States intend to conform to all 
the requirements of public law and international amity as be- 

26 



402 80UTIIEBK OENEBAL8. 

twecn tlieinselves and Kentucky, and, accordingly, I hereby 
command all who are suhject to my orders to pay entire re- 
spect to the rights of property and the legal authorities within 
that State, so far as the same may be compatible with the ne- 
cessities of self-defence. If it be the desire of tlie people of 
Kentucky to maintain a strict and impartial neutrality, then 
the effort to drive out the lawless intruders, who seek to make 
their State the theatre of war, will aid them in the attainment 
of their wishes. If, as it may not be unreasonable to suppose, 
these i)eople desire to unite their fortunes with tlie Confederate 
States, to whom they are already bound by so many ties of in- 
terest, then the appearance and aid of Confederate troops will 
assist them to make an opportunity for the free and unbiased 
expression of their will upon the subject. But if it be true, 
which is not to be presumed, that a majority of those people 
desire to adhere to the United States, and become parties to 
the war, then none can doubt the right of the other belliger- 
ent to meet that war whenever and wherever it may be waged. 
But, harboring no such suspicion, I now declare, in the name 
of the government which I serve, that its army will be with- 
drawn from Kentucky so soon as there shall be satisfactory 
evidence of the existence and execution of a like intention on 
the part of the United States. 

By order of the President of the Confederate States of America. 

A. S. JOHNSTON, 

General, commanding the Western Department of the Army of the ConlSadeF- 
ate States of America/' 

The work of General Johnston, for the remainder of the year, 
was to strengthen his position and ascertain the intentions of 
the enemy. His own forces had been considerably magnified, 
not only to deceive his foe, but to inspire hope among friends; 
but he constantly kept the war department at Richmond well 
informed of the truth. Had that truth really been known to 
the enemy, at the time, it is very probable that Buell could 
have easily ovewhelmed Johnston's army ; but, it was so dis- 
guised that the Federal commander- determined to try and 
take him on the rear, and, accordingly, measures were adopted 
to capture Fort Donelson. At this period, General Beaure- 
gard arrived in the west, and a conference was immediately held 
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between the two generals. Beanr^rard expressed snrprise at 
the small number of Johnston^s forces, and fally agr^ with 
him in the plans he had formed. These were to try and 
secure Nashville by fighting at Fort Donelson, and Johnston 
sent the larger part of his army thither for the purpose, retain- 
ing only about 14,000 men, to cover his fron^ and of thoMi 
8,000 were so enfeebled by recent sickness that they were nn* 
able to march. Oeneral Pillow, and afterwards General 
Floyd, were placed in command of the fort, and Oeneral 
Buckner in the field. 

The details of the fall of Fort Donelson do not belong to thifl 
sketch, but we may give the following extracts concerning it 
from the official reports of Genends Floyd and Pillow. 
General Grant was in command of the assailants, and, previont 
to Floyd's arrival. General Pillow had made varions prepare- 
tions to resist Grant The reports then mention the occurren- 
ces of the three days' fighting that ensned, and go on to say : 

<' We had now only about 12,000 troops, all told. Of theae 
a large proportion we had lost in the three battles. The com- 
mand had been in the trenches night and day for five dayii 
exposed to the snow, sleet, mud and ice-water, without shelter, 
and without adequate covering, and without sleep. 

^^ In this condition the general officers held a consultation to 
determine what he should do. General Buckner held it as his 
decided opinion that he could not hold his position one half an 
hour against an assault of the enemy, and said the enemy 
would attack him next morning at daylight. The proposition 
was then made by the undersigned to again fight through the 
enemy's line and cut our way out. General Buckner said his 
command was so worn out, and cut to pieces, and demoralnced, 
that he could not make another fight ; that it would cost the 
command three-quarters of its present numbers to cut its 
way through, and it was wrong to sacrifice three-quarters of a 
command to save one-quarter ; that no officer had a right to 
cause such a sacrifice. General Floyd and Major Gilmer I 
understood to concur in this opinion. 

'' I then expressed the opinion that we could hold out another 
day, and in that time we could get steamboats and set the com- 
mand over the river, and probably save a large portion of it. 
To this General Buckner replied that the enemy would cer- 



404 SOUTHRRN GENERALS. 

tainly attack him at daylight, and that he could not hold his 
position half an hour. The alternative of the propositions was 
a surrender of their position and command. General Floyd 
said that he would neither surrender the command nor would 
he surrender himself a prisoner. I had taken the same posi- 
tion. General Buckner said he was satisfied nothing else 
could be done, and that, therefore he would surrender if 
placed in command. General Floyd said he would turn over 
the command to him if he could be allowed to withdraw his 
command. To this General Buckner consented. Thereupon, 
General Floyd turned the command over to me, I passing it 
instantly to General Buckner, saying I would neither surren- 
der the command nor myself a prisoner. I directed Colonel 
Forrest to cut his way out. Under these circumstances, 
General Buckner accepted the command and sent a flag of 
truce to the enemy for an armistice of six hours to negotiate 
for terms of capitulation. Before this flag and communication 
was delivered I retired from the garrison." 

Tlie fall of Fort Donelson made the evacuation of Bowling 
Green imperative on General Johnston. He had waited the 
result, opposite Nashville, and, on the 15th of February, iU 
midnigldy he received news of a great victory, — at danon intel- 
ligence of a defeat ! Thus situated, he determined to unite his 
forces with those under General Beauregard, and, as he con- 
ceived Nashville was incapable of defence under the circum- 
stances, he left a rearguard under General Floyd, and fell back 
to Murfreesboro. There he managed to collect an army able 
to offer battle; but the weather was so inclement, and the 
floods in the river such as to wash the bridges away, that 
nothing effective could be accomplished. He, therefore, 
marched on, and crossed the Tennessee, at Decatur, in Ala- 
bama, early in March, and soon afterwards a portion of his 
army joined the forces of Beauregard under Bragg's command. 

In regard to Fort Donelson, it is but just to General John- 
ston to give place to a few words from himself, inasmuch as 
some severe remarks were made respecting him at the time. 
In a letter written to Mr. Barksdale, member of the Confed- 
erate Congress, from Mississippi, he says, after mentioning 
previous occurrences : 
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^^ I have given this sketch, eo that yon may appreciate the 
embarrassments which snrronnded me in my attempts to avert 
or remedy the disaster of Fort Donelson. 

^^ Tlie blow is most disastrous, and almost withont remedy. 
I, therefore, in my first report, remained silent This silence 
yon were kind enongh to attribute to my generosity. I will 
not lay claim to the motive to excuse my course. I observed 
silence, as it seemed to me the best way to serve the brave and 
the country. The facts were not fully known— discontent pre- 
vailed, and criticism or condemnation were more likely to 
augment than to cure the evil. I refrained, well knowing 
that heavy censures would fall upon me^ but convinced that 
It was better to endure them for the present, and defer to a 
more propitious time, an investigation of the conduct of the 
generals, for, in the mean time, their services are required and 
their influences useAiI. For these reasons, Generals Floyd and 
Pillow were assigned to duty, for I still felt confidence in their 
gallantry, their energy, and their devotion to the Confederacy. 

^^ Hie test of merit, in my profession, with the people, is suo- 
cess. It is a hard rule, but I think it right. If I join this 
corps to the forces of General Beauregard (I confess a hazard- 
ous experiment^, then those who are now disclaiming against 
me will be without an argument. Your friend, 

"A. S. JOHNBTON.- 

General Beauregard had concentrated his men at and around 
Corinth, and the united forces were prepared, early in April, 
to strike a heavy blow at the enemy, which was attempted on 
the field of Shiloh. 

Tlie battle of Shiloh has already been mentioned, and we 
need now only allude to the manner of General Johnston's 
death. On the 6th of April, the army marched on the enemy. 
The ground was broken and undulating, and covered, in a 
great measure, by lofty trees, without any undergrowth. Mile 
after mile, the Confederates rushed on, sweeping the camps of 
the enemy before them. General Johnston was in the advance, 
before the troops of Breckinridge and Bowen. He had ad- 
dressed them in a few brief words, and given the order to 
" Charge !" when at two o'clock, a minie ball cut the artery 
of his leg. Still he rode on until, from loss of blood, he fell, 
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exhausted, into tlie arms of Governor Harris, who carefully 
bore him a short distance from tlie field, into a ravine, and 
reclined him in his lap. The general's staff had been mingled 
with others, but now rode up to seek for him. Stimulants 
were speedily administered, but in vain. The last words he 
uttered were, just after he was shot, "Governor, I believe I 
am seriously wounded !" Now, he was totally unconscious. 
A member of his staff, Colonel Wm. Preston, in an agony of 
grief, threw his arms around him, and called aloud to see if he 
would respond, or know who were around. But no sign, or 
reply came, and in a moment or two more, he quietly breathed 
his last, at half past two p. m. April 6th, 1862. 

His body was borne from the field by his staff officers, and 
intrusted to Colonel Preston, by General Beauregard, to be 
taken to New Orleans, until directions should be received from 
his family. The fact of his death, however, was for some time 
concealed from the army ; and a mistake arose on the part of 
the enemy in supposing that his body was found on the field. 
There was one General Geo. W. Johnston — the provisional 
governor of Kentucky — in the battle, and he also fell mortally 
wounded. Tiiis gentleman was met in his dying moments by 
General McCook, of the Federal army, as the latter was ad- 
vancing, and, taking him up in his arms with that kindly 
feeling which few brave soldiers ever fail to show towards 
friend or foe at such a time, asked his name. The answer, 
probably, led to the mistake about General Johnston. As soon 
as it was deemed expedient to publish his death, the following 
general order was issued from headquarters, at Corinth, by 
General Beauregard : 

Headquarters, Army of MissiesiFPr, ) 
Corinth, Miss., April 10, 1862. f 

Soldiers — Your late Commander-in-chief, General A. S. 
Jolinston, is dead ; a fearless soldier, a sagacious captain, a re- 
proaeliless man, has fallen. One who, in his devotion to our 
cause, shrank from no sacrifice; one who, animated by a sense 
of duty, and sustained by a sublime courage, challenged dan- 
ger, and perished gallantly for his country, while leading for- 
ward his brave columns to victory. His signal example of 
heroism and patriotism, if imitated, would make his army 
invincible. 
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A gratefnl country will monm his lo68| revere his name, and 
cherish his many virtues. 

P. G. T. BBAUBSaABA 

QiBP0ral Owninanding. 

At Richmond, on arrival of the news, President Davis sent 
into Congress a special message concerning the battle, and 
particularly referring to Oeneral Johnston's death. He says : 

'^ But an all-wise Creator has been pleased, while vouchsafing 
to us His countenance in battle, to idBElict us with a severe dis- 
pensation, to which we must bow in humble submission. The 
last long, lingering hope has disappeared, and it is but too 
true, that General Albert Stdhkt Johnston is no more. 

<< My long and close friendship with tliis departed chieftain 
and patriot, forbid me to trust myself in giving vent ta the 
feelings which this intelligence has evoked. Without doing 
injustice to the living, it may safely be said that our loss is 
irreparable. Among the shining hosts of the great and good 
who now cluster around the banner of our country, there exists 
no purer spirit, no more heroic soul, than that of the illustrious 
man whose death I join you in lamenting. 

^^ In bis death he has illustrated the character for which, 
through life, he was conspicuous — that of singleness of purpose 
and devotion to duty' with his whole energies. Bent on ob- 
taining the victory which he deemed essential to his country's 
cause, he rode on to the accomplishment of his object, forget- 
ful of self, while his very life-blood was fast ebbing away. 
His last breath cheered his comrades on to victory. The last 
sound he heard was tlieir shout of victory. His last thought 
was his country, and long and deeply will his country mourn 

his loss. 

« JEFFERSON DAVIS." 

When the remains of General Johnston reached New Orleans, 
then in possession of the Confederate forces, they were escorted 
to the City llall by the military, attended by the governor of 
Louisiana, General Lovell, their staffs, and other prominent 
officers and gentlemen. The body was laid in state in the 
mayor s parlor, and the public admitted.. Silence, and deep- 
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felt, unaffected grief marked the occasion. Ladies brought 
magnolias and other flowers with which they encircled his 
coflin simply, but beautifully. And thus, while gentle hands 
and weeping eyes moved softly around him, — his sheathed 
sword still by his side — the dead warrior — the hardy cam- 
paigner — the industrious farmer — the adventurous explorer — 
and the great commander, was borne to his final and eternal 

rest. 

* « * « 

Tlie appearance of General Johnston was well suited to his 
military character — in height, over six feet, and with a large, 
sinewy frame, his whole appearance was commanding, while 
his manners were, occasionally, very silent and reserved, and 
often abstracted. Ue was married, and had a son, who, in 
1863, was on the staff of President Davis. His brother, Jo- 
siah Stoddard Johnston, a man of the most eminent abilities, 
was, by the Confederate cause looked upon as a great ally. 
He, however, met a violent death in the blowing up of a 
steamboat on the Eed river. La. This brother had a son, J. 
S. Johnston, who resided near Georgetown, Kentucky, but was 
obliged to fly to Mobile, in August, 1862, on account of his 
sympathies with the Confederacy. Thus the fortunes of the 
whole family, like that of so many others, seem to have been 
interwoven with the cause of their native South. 
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material of interest and adventure, and Bishop Polk must have 
often ii:««no tlirono:li all the numerous and exciting incidents 
coii>eciueiir upon the life of a Wesrern missionary. In 1841, 
liowex er, he was ordained regular Bibhop of Louisiana, and 
hf]«l that pnst f(»r twenty years.* 

Tliu events that occurred during this period are matters of 
general hivstory. The Mexican war, the wars with the Indians, 
and tiie several changes ni.ule hy the progress of civilizatinn in 
the West, helong to tliat lime; and no doubt Bishop Polk par- 
ticipated largely in mucli of what took place, for a mind like 
his coiild hardly have remained passive under such stirring 
events. 

At lenjrth the note of war was heard in his own land. The 
deadly strife between North and South commenced, and a 
Southern Confederacy was formed. President Davis applied 
to Bishop Polk to know if he w(»uld rejoin the army, and, it ift 
said tirst otiered him the appointujent of a bris^adier-general, 
which was refused. Uhiniately, however, he accepted a 
major-generalship, and laying aside the bishop's robe, donned 
the garments of a soldier. His reasons for this have been 
given as follows : Bishop Meade, on hearing of what he had 
done, told him that he already had a commission in a very 
diiierent army to which he should still hold allegiance; but 
Polk replied, that while he accepted the major-generalship he 
did not intend to resign his right to the bishopric. " When," 
said he, ^* I accept a commission in the Confederate army, I 
not only perf»)rm the duties of a good citizen, but contend for 
the principles which lie at the foundation of our social, politi* 
cal, and religious polity." 

In June, ISGl, the new major-general. Bishop Polk, visited 
Kichmond, and had a long conference with President Davia. 
lie then returned to the West, and took up his command, 
which extended from the mouth of the Arkansas river, on both 
sides of the Mississippi, to the northernmost limits of the Con- 
federate States, and took in the encampment at Corinth. His 
headquarters were at Memphis, and thence he issued his first 



* We are not aware when Bishop Polk was married, bat his wife was a Miai 
Devereux, of Raleigh, and possibly ho was united to her before leaying for the 
West. 
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general order, dated Jnlj 18th, 1861, in which he gives some 
lengthy reasons for taking upon himself such a ^^ grave respon- 
sibility.'' 

In commenting npon Bishop Polk's appointment, the Jfem^ 
phis Appeal remarks, '* Tliis is the first instanee in the conn- 
try's history of the appointment of a high chnrch dignitary to 
a position of so much responsibility in the military service;" 
and, we may add, that it was an appointment far from being 
wise, where great military talent and experience were so much 
needed. 

At tliis time, General Polk presented the appearance of a 
tall, well-built, good-looking man, bearing in every word and 
glance the impress of a soldier more than the divine. His 
hair was slightly gray, and his whiskers completely so. The 
eyes were gray, deep set, keen, and penetrating; nose, rather 
of the Roman order; his month sunken, with lips in general 
tightly compressed. Affable in manner; agreeable in con- 
versation ; yet determination expressed npon bis conntenance, 
such was the military bishop. General Polk. 

One of the first events that occnrred in his department, af- 
ter taking command, was the capture, at Colnmbns, in Ken- 
tucky, of the steam packet Cheney. She had been conveying 
Federal troops up the river, and this becoming known, she was 
seized, and conveyed to Memphis, as a prize. A few days 
later, hearing that General Pillow, then at New Madrid, was 
likely to be in danger from the operations of large Federal 
forces, under Lyon and Fremont, General Polk immediately 
directed seven riverboats to be used for the purpose of con- 
veying him and his troops away. Tliis was promptly done; 
and the whole command of five thousand men, safely brought 
to Randolph, near headquarters, at Memphis. But, the first 
event here mentioned, was denied, by General Polk, as being 
under his authority. Columbus being in Kentucky, and that 
State not yet having openly espoused the cause of the North, 
this wa^s made one of the subjects of correspondence between 
a committee of tlie Kentucky Senate, and General Polk. He 
had, however, now marched on to Colnmbns, and taken pos- 
session of the place, which still further increased the diflSculty. 
The reasons he gave for so doing were, that it was a military 
necessity, arising from the fact, that Kentucky had herself dia- 
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regarded nentrality, by permitting Federal troops to organize 
companies, establish depots and camps, and erect military 
works. This was put forth in a proclamation he issued on the 
4th of September, and also in a letter to Governor Magoffin, 
at the same time assuring him that he would withdraw the 
Confederate forces from Kentucky, if she would agree to make 
the Federals do the same. He also stated, that his proceed- 
ings were approved by President Davis. A lengthy corres- 
pondence followed, which produced no satisfactory result, and 
which we need not transcribe. Polk placed Columbus in a 
good state of defence. General Grant, at that time, being with 
his forces, at Cairo, a little higher up the river. 

Not long after General Grant came down the river in force, 
with a design of attacking the Confederates, stationed at Bloom- 
field and New Madrid, under General Thompson. At 3 a. m., 
of November 7th, General Polk was informed, by a courier, 
that the enemy had landed on the Missouri shore, five or six 
miles above the small village of Belmont. Tliis led him to ex- 
pect that the attack would become general, and he immedi- 
ately dispatched instructions to division officers. Colonel Tap- 
pan was in command of the small force at Belmont, and Gen- 
eral Pillow was sent by Polk to his relief, across the river. 
General Polk then examined other portions of his command, 
and found that General Cown, on his left flank, was already 
well prepared, and General Cheathatn also in good position. 
This care was necessary, lest the Federals should attack him 
in the rear ; but it was likewise needful to send more reinforce- 
ments to Belmont ; and this was done under some difficulty. 
The fight, however, had now begun at Belmont, and, after a 
well-contested engagement, ended in a victory to the South, 
though this was denied by the North. General A. S. Johnston, 
who had then assumed entire command of the department, and 
was at Bowling Green, said officially, "This was no ordinary 
shock of arms : it was a long, and trying contest, in which onr 
troops fought by detachments, and always against superior 
numbers. The 7th of November will fill a bright page in our 
military annals, and be remembered with gratitude by the sons 
and daughters of the South." 

Polk's official dispatch to Kichmond, and the answer re- 
ceived from President Davis are as follows : 
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GoLuiCBua, Kt., NoremlMr 7/1861. ) 
To General Hetdqnarten, thiongh Oenena A. 8. Joshbon : 

Ttie enemy came down on tlie opposite side oi the riyer, 
Belmont, today, abont seven thousand strong, landed, under 
cover of gunboats, attacked Colonel Tappan's camp. I sent 
over three regiments, under General Pillow, to bis relief; theOi 
at intervals, three others ; then Greneral Cheatham. 

I then took over two others in person, to support a flank 
movement which I had directed. It was a hard-fonght battle, 
lasting from 10.30 a. m., to 6 p. m. They took Beltzhoover's 
battery, four pieces of which were recaptured. The enemy 
were thoroughly routed. We pursued them to their boats 
seven miles, then drove their boats before us. The road was 
strewn with their dead and wounded, guns, ammunition, and 
equipments. Our lo^ considerable ; theurs heavy. 

[Ogiifld,] L. FOIJK, 



r6^188L 

To MAJGBraERSRAL POI<K : 

Your telegraph received. Accept for yourself, and the ofS- 
cars and men under your command, my sincere thanks for the 
glorious contribution you have just made to our common cause. 
Our countrymen must long remember gratefully to read the 
activity and skill, courage and devotion, of the army at Bel- 
mont. 

[Signed,] J. DAVia 

A few days after this, a serious accident occurred, which 
was nearly terminating with fatal results to Oeneral Polk. A 
large Dalilgren gun bad been loaded during the above-men- 
tioned battle, but not fired. It was discharged on the 11th, 
when it exploded, caught the magazine of the piece which was 
immediately below it, and killed eight men, besides seriously 
wounding five otliers. Among these latter was Gteneral Polk, 
wlio was knocked down senseless by the concussion, and had 
his clothes literally torn off him. Fortunately, he soon re- 
covered, and without other injury. 

Through the remaining part of the year 1861, nothing more 
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of importance connected with General Polk occurred. Jan- 
uary passed away in like manner ; but, in February, Ports 
Henry and Donelson fell, while General Polk was still at Co- 
luiiibus, compelled to remain and guard that post as long as he 
could. But his situation soon became very critical. The Fed- 
erals were collecting immense forces in Kentucky and Missouri, 
and it was clearly seen by General Polk — General Johnson 
liaving already commenced retreating south — that to hold Co- 
lumbus any longer was hardly possible. Accordingly, " hav- 
ing received instructions from the War Department, through 
General Beauregard, to evacuate the place, and select a defen- 
sive position lower down," it was done. On the 1st of March 
the troops moved. General Stuart's brigade going by steamer, 
to New Madrid, and the remainder marching by land, to Union 
City, under General Cheatham. General Polk remained until 
the next day, to supervise the completion of the work, and 
tlien, at 3 p. m., himself and staff followed the rear column, 
lie retreated by the way of Humbolt, towards Corinth, where 
the principal portion of the armies of the West, under Generals 
Beauregard, Johnson, and himself, were to unite. This was 
accomplished by the beginning of April ; and General Polk was 
placed in command of one of the three grand corp% cCarmee 
into which the forces were divided. 

The battle of Shiloh followed, on the 6th of April. It has 
already been described in previous sketches, and all we need 
say now is, that the commander-in-chief, General Beauregard, 
very highly complimented "Major-general Polk for the zeal, 
intelligence, and energy with which all orders were executed, 
and for the foresiglit and military ability displayed, as well as 
for his fearless deportment, in personally leading his command 
against the adversary." The army now retreated to Corinth, 
and, when that place was evacuated, the 30th of May, Polk's 
corps proceeded, in accordance with orders, to Baldwin and 
Tupelo. General Bragg was now appointed in command of 
the department, and Polk's forces accompanied the army in 
its movements through Tennessee, and into Kentucky, as pre- 
viously described in our sketch of General Bragg. The march 
was long, rough, and weary, but not without its charms, for it 
was amidst some of the wildest and most magnificent scenery 
to be found. Passing Chattanooga — crossing the Tennessee 
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at IlarHson— on through the mountaiD passes of the North, — 
the army finally reached Frankfort, in the beginning of Octo- 
ber. At the same time the Federal forces arrived to attack 
the rear of Bragg's army, stationed at Perry ville ; and on the 
8th of October a battle took place. Polkas forces, under 
Cheatham and Withers, formed the Confederate right wing, 
and well did they sustain their previous reputation. 

Tlie following incident connected with this battle we will 
give, as far as possible, in the words of General Polk, as he re- 
lated it to a foreign military officer afterwards visiting him : 

'' Well, sir," said Polk, '' it was at the battle of Perry ville, 
late in the evening — in fact, it was almost dark when Liddel'a 
brigade came into action. Shortly after its arrival, I observed 
a body of men, whom I believed to be Confederates, standing 
at an angle to this brigade, and firing obliquely at thd newly 
arrived troops. I said, ^Dear me, tliis is very. sad, and most 
be stopped,' so I turned round, but could find none of my young 
men, who were absent on different messages ; so I determined 
to ride myself and settle the matter. Having cantered op to 
the colonel of the regiment, which was firing, I asked him, in 
angry tones, what he meant by shooting his own friends, and I 
desired him to cease doing so at once. He answered with sur- 
prise, ^ I don' t think tliere can be any mistake ; I am sure they 
are the enemy.' 

" ' Enemy 1' I said ; ' why I have only just left them myself. 
Cease firing, sir: what is your name, sir?' 

'''My name is Colonel , of the Indiana; and 

pray, sir, who are you?' 

" Tlien, for the first time I saw, to my astonishment, that be 
was a Yankee, and I was in rear of a regiment of Yankees. 
Well ; I saw there was no hope but to brazen it out My dark 
blouse, and the increasing obscurity befriended me; so I ap- 
proached quite close to him, and shook my fist in his face, say- 
ing, ' ril soon show you who I am, sir I Cease firing, sir, at 
once.' I then turned my horse, and cantered slowly down the 
line, shouting in an authoritative manner to the Yankees to 
cease tiring; at the same time I experienced a disagreeable 
sensation, like screwing up my back, and calculating how 
many ballets would be between my shoulders every moment. 
I was afraid to increase my pace until I got to a small copse, 
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when I put tbe spurs in and galloped back to my men. I im- 
uiedi:itcly wont up to the nearest colonel, and said to him, 
* Colonel, I have reconnoitered those fellows pretty closely, and 
I find there is no mistake who they are; you may get up and 
go at them.' And I assure you, sir, that the slaughter of that 
Indiana regiment was the greatest I have ever seen in the 
war."* 

The army now moved from Kentucky into Tennessee again, 
General Bragg leaving the whole conduct of the retreat to 
General Polk. At early dawn of the 12th of October, the 
troops had reached Bryantsville, and from this place the scene 
presented was something extraordinarily picturesque and strik- 
ing as the immense cavalcade passed on. ^^ Ammunition 
trains, and batteries of captured artillery had preceded ; and 
following them were trains of goods, wares, merchandise, pro- 
visions, army stores, captured muskets, escorts of cavalr}', and 
artillery drawn by oxen. Then came private trains of refugee 
families, flying with their negroes for safety — ladies and chil- 
dren in carriages, stage-coaches, express wagons, omnibuses, 
buggies, ambulances, Jei'sey-wagons, and every kind of vehicle 
imaginablc.f After this came the wagons of the different bri- 
gades of General Smith's army, with infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery in the rear. Intennixed with the throng were thou- 
sands of cattle, horses, and mules." 

The enemy was in pursuit, and it was necessary to urge on 
the teams night and day for fear of capture. Part of the way 
was along the bed of Dick's river, a miserable rocky branch, 
which the troops had to cross and recross for six miles, during 
one dark and hazy night. Terrible, then, was the scene of 
confusion. Wagons broke down, or were overturned ; team- 
sters bawled and screamed, and cracked their whips, and swore 
in the most outlandish gibberish ; and so it went on. Day 
after day did the retreating army press towards the mountain 
region of Cumberland gap; and day after day did the gallant 
Wheeler, who covered the rear, perform all but superhuman 



* Freeinantle*B Threo Months in the South, p. 106; also see OhaHukm 
Mercury, November 20th, 1803. 

\ The people of Kentucky, friendly to the South, were thus Qjing from the 
Northern tuinj invading their soil. 
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deeds to retard the enemj. From Altaraount to Camberland 
gap he encountered the enemy twenty-nine times, and, finally, 
at Rock Castle, the pursuers abandoned the chase. The army 
of the Mississippi was saved I It took its way down the val- 
ley, and thence to Murfreegboro, as already related. 

It appears that at about this time, Oeneral Polk visited 
Eichmond, and greatly surprised the public, one Sunday, by 
his presence in St. Paul's church at the morning serrice. Bh 
well known, manly form was immediately recognixod, and 
many would have gladly seen him ascend the pulpit Ten 
days afterwards he left for the West, having acquies^^ed in the 
President's decision to sustain Oeneral Bragg. 

At the battle of Murfreesboro, Polk, now a lientenant-gen- 
eral, commanded the First corps, and well shared in the 
terrible struggle of those three days. After the retreat to 
Tullahoma, however, a few months of needful rest followed — 
during which no events of moment transpired worthy of record 
here. The same writer, whom we have so often quoted, re- 
lates the following. On a visit to the camp at this time, May, 
1863, he says: ^^Lieutenant-general Polk is a good-looking, 
gentlemanlike man, with all the manners and affability of a 
* grand seigneur.' He is fifty years old — tall, upright, and 
looks more like a soldier than a clergyman. He is very rich, 
and owns, I am told, seven hnndred negroes. He is much be- 
loved by the soldiers on account of his great personal courage 
and agreeable manners. He told me he was educated at West 
Point, and was at that institution with President Davis, the 
two Johnstons, Lee, Magrnder, etc., and that after serving a 
short time in the artillery he had entered the church. He ex- 
plained to me the reasons which had induced him temporarily 
to forsake the cassock and return to his old profession. He 
stated the extreme reluctance he had felt in taking this step; 
and said that so soon as the war was over he should return to 
his episcopal avocations, in the same way as a man, finding 
his house on fire, would use every means in his power to ex- 
tinguish the flames, and would then resume his ordinary pur- 
suits. . . General Polk told me an affecting story of a poor 
widow, in humble circumstances, whose three sons had fallen 
in battle one after the other, until she had only one left, a boy 
of sixteen. So distressing was her c^se that the general went 

27 
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liiinself to comfort her. She looked steadily at him, and re- 
|)licd to his condolences by saying, * As soon as I can get a few 
tilings togetlier, General, you shall have Harry, too.' The 
tears came into General Polk's eyes as he related this incident, 
wliieh he concluded by saying, 'How can you subdue Such a 
nation as this?'" . . General Polk's son, a young artillery 
lieutenant, told me that he had been a cadet at the institute 
wiiere Professor "Stonewall" Jackson once taught, and at the 
outbreak of the war, Jackson was called upon to make a 
ppeech. He did so, in these words, *' Soldiers, make short 
speeches ; be slow to draw the sword in civil strife, but when 
you draw it, throw away the scabbard." Young Polk said 
that the enthusiasm created by this speech of old Jack's was 
beyond description." 

(leneral Polk was, as wc have elsewhere mentioned, at the 
battle of Chickamauga, where much of an unpleasant nature 
occurred between General Bragg and himself. The result was, 
that Polk, on the 30th of September, was deprived of his com- 
mand,* for "dereliction of duty," and ordered to Atlanta, 
where he arrived on October 3d. After reflection, however, 
and examination into facts, convinced the President and 
General Uragg that there had been some mistake; and, ac- 
cordingly, General Polk was re-appointed, but sent to take 
command of the paroled prisoners at Vicksburg and Port 
Hudson, which he did in the latter part of November. The 
following January, ISC-t, he was appointed to command the 
department of Alabama, ^Mississippi, and East Louisiana. In 
a })revious address to his troops, on the last day of the year, 
1803, he earnestly appealed to all good citizens to forget self, 
and repair to the field that they might assist in the defence of 
their country. He, himself, energetically applied himself to 
the task of obstructing General Sherman's progress, in his 
Mississippi expedition, and succeeded, to a great extent, in 



* General Polk, in his farewell addreps to his command, sajra : " In < 
qiu;nc(> of an unfortunate diBa^^reoment between mjself and tlie oommander-in- 
cliii-f of tli'iH dex)urtment, I have been relieved of my command, and am about 
to retire from the army. Without attempting to explain the circnmstanoes 
of this <liFagroc'mont, or prejudicing the public mind by a premature appeal to 
^itH judgment, I must Ix? permitted to exprens my unquaUfied oonTiction of tba 
rectitude of my cr>nduct, and that time and inveetigation wlU amply vindicate 
my conduct on the field of Chickamauga." 
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checking, thongli, as events haye shown, not wholly frnstrating 
his after plans. In Febrnary, Gteneral Polk bo arranged his 
command as to place the Northern department of it under 
General Forrest, with his headqnarters at Coroo; and the 
son them department, under General S. D. Lee, with head- 
qnarters at Jackson. Various enoonnters with the Federals 
ensued, and, on the 26th of February, General Polk issued a 
congratulatory address to his troops, in which he considers the 
campaign, in that quarter, against Sherman, to have success- 
fully clesed. He adds : ^^llie concentration of our oavahry 
on his column of cavalry from West Tennessee formed the 
turning point of the campaign. That concentration broke 
down his only means of subsisting his infantry. His column 
was defeated and routed, and his whole force compelled to 
make a hasty retreat. Never did a grand campaign, inaugu- 
rated with such pretension, terminate more ingloriously. With 
a force three times that which was opposed to its advanceS| 
they have been defeated and forced to leave the field with a 
loss of men, small arms, and artillery.'' 

When General Sherman carried his opwations into Korth 
Georgia, and Johnson required all the force that could be 
brought to him, Lieutenant-general Polk was sent, with his 
troops, to form the left wing of the army. At Dalton, and 
again at Rcsaca, Polk placed his troops with great skill, and, 
in the retreat, '* Loring's division of his corps brought up the 
rear and did effective service." 

At length, the day came when the career of General Polk 
was to end. The Confederate army had retreated to Marietta, 
whither Sherman had closely followed it. It was a strong 
point on Kenesaw mountain, at which General Johnston had 
encamped. The Federal lines were well formed in front of 
hiiii, and it was on the afternoon of June 14th, that Johnstoni 
Hai-dee, and I^olk, rode out from their quarters to make some 
telescopic observations of the Federal position. At the time, 
there was a brisk artillery fire going on between the two 
armies, but no engagement of the infantry. The generals, 
disfiiounting, walked to the front, where some of the enemy's 
artillerists, observing the party, fired. Their aim was too suc- 
cessful. One of the projectiles struck General Polk on the 
left arm, about the elbow, passed through his body, consider- 
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ably mangling it, and carried off the right arm. He died on 
the spot, and his remains were immediately taken to Marietta, 
and tlience to Atlanta, where funeral services were performed 
on tlie 15th. Thus ended the life of one whose character re- 
minds US of the middle ages, when priest and monk forsook 
the stole and cloister to join crusaders in the battlefield. We 
conclude by quoting the following tribute to his memory, as 
found in The Church Journal : 

" Our strong condemnation of the bishop's course in volun- 
tarily forsaking the exercise of his apostolic office in order to 
take up the arms of earthly warfare, and bear his part in the 
work of blood, has repeatedly been expressed during his life- 
time, and neither justice nor generosity calls for a repetition of 
the censure over his grave. We would rather — now that 
death has closed tlie account — recall the earlier days, when 
the many noble traits of his personal character surrounded him 
with friends, and made him second to none throughout all the 
South, in his iuflueucc for good. His manly bearing, his 
frank and cordial manner, his high sense of honor, his real 
tenderness and easily kindled sympathy of temperament — a 
sympathy through which the fever of Kevolution made of him 
an early and an easy prey — his wise and eloquent labors in be- 
half of education, his splendid success in advocating and fur- 
thering the 'University of the South,' his administrative 
ability, his fatherly affection and firmness in the government 
of the clergy and people of his diocese — these are the things 
which we would most willingly recall, now that he is dead 
and gone. Or if his military career cannot be altogether 
ignored — and alas ! who can forget it ? — we would ratlier re- 
mind our readers of the many acts of kindness and tenderness 
shown by him to our sick and wounded men ; of the personal 
dignity, and purity, and elevation of character, which he re- 
tained undiminished, even amid the thrilling excitements and 
sharp temptations of the camp ; of his great success in winning 
the confidence and love of his men, and in extending the spirit 
of religion among the armies with which he served ; of his 
open eflort not altogether to sink the bishop in the general ; 
and last, not least, of that striking scene in our little eharc|i at 
Ilarrodsburg, when, after inspecting the building and deciding 
that it should not be used as a hospital by his army, he laid 
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aside his Bword, and entered the chancel, and knelt down at 
the altar, and alond poured out his soul to Qod in a fervent 
prayer for peace. When we think of all these things, we may 
well leave him to his Master, and onr Master, to judge; nor 
feel it needful to mingle any earthly censure with the sincere 
expression of our sorrow at his falL" 
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August^ 1840, aud the troops agreed to serve for t%velve 
motitlis. 

Colonel Price's regiment was the 2d Missouri cavalry, and^ 
with the 1st, Colonel Dotiiphau, two companies of Missouri in- 
fAutry, and four of dragoons^ was attached to that division of 
the grand arnjy under Colonel (afterwurJs General} Kcanicj, 
nnele of the lamented General Philip Kearney, killed in lHtj2, 
At tht» battle of Chan til ty, Va, Kearney's forces were to opei^ 
ate in New Mcxie^j and, in Jime, they proceeded, hy scpurate 
detaeho)etJt&^ fn)m Fort Leavenworth, the place of rendt^vuue, 
towards Santa Fe, The distanee thither is about t/JOt) nnlea, 
nearly tlie whule of wlndi is over boundless prairies, npon 
whieh are numerous herds of deer^ anteh»i>e, and buffalo* The 
road between the two points was an old, bnt good, wag* >n* way, 
much travel led J with watering-places well-known. Fifty days 
it took for the anny to reach Santa Fe, nutliing of note oei^ur- 
ring by the way. On the lOtli of AugusU 8im Mignel had 
heen taken, and thence the troops proeeededt tbrt>ngh grand 
Hioniitain scenery, to the city, which was fi»und to bo deserted 
ty the llexieans. General Kearney ini mediately took posses- 
sion, iind shortly afterwards, Culonel Price, with Lis rogi»iont, 
arrived. General Kearney now proceeded to California with 
a portion of his command, sent Colonel Donijdian against the 
Kavajos, and thence to unite with General Wool in Mexico; 
and left Colonel Price in charge of his own regiment, as the 
garrison force for New Mexico. In addition, there were 200 
regular dragoons, under Captain Burgwin, and Fischer's 
company of St. Louis Light Artillery. This was the total of 
the force, numbering about 2,000 men. Colonel Price had with 
him, to take care of New Mexico, and, though this was his 
first military experience, he succeeded, as will be seen, in se- 
curing to the United States that valuable and extensive terri- 
tory. A governor (Charles Bent) had been elected by General 
Kearney, but the military command of the province was en- 
tirely in the hands of Colonel Price, who must, undoubtedly, 
have shown rare qualities of mind and body, for such an able 
and experienced officer as General Kearney to have felt suffi- 
cient confidence in leaving him there. 

Not long after Kearney's departure, an insurrection ww 
planned against Price and the Americans, but was happily 
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discovered in time to prevent its complete, though not its 
partial, success. Gi>vernor Bent, and several of liis officers, 
being absent, at the time, from Santa Fe, fell victims to it, and 
were brutally massacred. The garrison force, also, was obliged 
to live in detachments where forage could be obtained, and 
twenty of these were surprised and killed. This led the insur- 
gents to augur complete success, and, accordingly, tliey strongly 
posted themselves on heights, at a place called Canada. This 
was on the 23d of January, 1847, and, on that day, Colonel 
Price, at the head of 400 men, marched against tliem. On the 
following day, he succeeded, after nearly two houi*s' engage- 
ment, in thoroughly routing them with some loss. The enemy 
then fell back to another strong position up a river, at the 
pass of Emboda ; thither. Colonel Price, now joined by Captaia 
BurgNvin and his dragoons, followed them. A gallant charge 
was made in a narrow gorge, and the enemy was again routed. 

The insurgents, however, made yet another stand at San 
Fernando de Tai)8, where Governor Bent had been massacred, 
and there Colonel Price, with his command, pursued them. 
Tiie country was mountainous, and the snow very deep, but 
the American force toiled over the steeps, crossed the valleys, 
marched through wild passes, and frightful looking gorges, till, 
on the 3d of February, 1847, they entered San Fernando- 
evacuated by the foe — and went on to El Pueblo, where the 
Mexicans were more strongly ])osted than before. That after- 
noon the engagement began, ceasing at night, but renewed 
next day, and ended in tlie total defeat, and entire submission 
of the insurgents, after considerable loss on both sides. 

We have not space to follow the after movements of Colonel 
Price, when he marched to Chihuahua, over the fearful, and 
previously impassable desert Joniada del Miierto (Journey of 
Death), nor can we detail his engagements with the Mexicans 
at Taos and Kosales. The services Price rendered in New 
Mexico raised his rank to that of Brigadier-general, and it was 
considered by every one, that '' his campaign had been one of 
the most brilliant of the war, especially considering his slender 
force of vohmteers ; and it ft)rcibly displayed the extraordi- 
nary energy and enterprise of his character." 

After his return from the Mexican War, in 1848, he settled 
d(»wn again upon his farm, though mixing more than before in 
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exciting political qnestions. Finally, in 1853, he was elected 
Governor of Misaonri, and his whole time was then devoted to 
the welfare of the State. In 1860, he supported Mr. Donglas 
for the Presidency. When it was found that Mr. Lincoln had 
been elected, signs of strife were speedily manifested, tboogh 
no overt act was committed for some tima In January, ez- 
Governor Price was chosen President of the State Convention ; 
and when the authorities decided upon resistance to the Fed- 
eral Government, he was placed, by Governor Claib JacksoUi 
at t)ie head of the Missouri State Guard, as Major-general. 

From some skilful pen we have the following graphic de- 
scription of General Price and his followers. Of his 'personal 
appearance the writer says : *^ He is over six feet in hei^t, 
with a frame to match, full, but not portly, and straight as an 
Indian. His carriage is marked with dignity, grace, and gen- 
tieness, and every motion bespeaks the attitude and presence 
of the well-bred gentleman. He has a large, Websterian head, 
covered with a growth of thick, white hair, a hi^, broad, in- 
tellectual forehead, florid face, no beard, and a mouth among^ 
whose latent smiles you never fail to discover the iron will that 
surmounts all obstacles. 

" Tlie army of General Price is made up of extremes. It is 
a heterogeneous mixture of all human compounds, and repre- 
sents in its various elements every condition of Western life. 
Tliere are the old and the young, the rich and poor, the high 
and low, the grave and gay, the planter and laborer, farmer 
and clerk, hunter and boatman, merchant and woodsman — men, 
too, who have come from every State, and been bronzed in 
every latitude, from the mountains of the northwest to the 
pampas of Mexico. Americans, Indians, half-breeds, Mexicans, 
Frenchmen, Italians, Germans, Spaniards, and Poles — all mixed 
in the motley mass who have rallied around the flag of their 
noble leader. It is a ' gathering of the clans,' as if they had 
heard and responded to the stirring battle-call of my poetical 
friend, Harry Timrod." 

'^ It has been a puzzle to many how Price, without govern- 
mental resources, has managed to subsist a considerable army 
in a country almost desolated. His system is not known in 
the ' regulations.' He never complains of a want of transpor* 
tation, whether he is about to move ten miles or a hundred 
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miles. He ])ays for what he takes, in Missouri State scrip. 
His inen ^o into the cornfield, shuck the corn, shell it, take it 
t«» the mill, anil bring it into camp, ground into meal. Or, 
slionld tlu'V have no flour, they take the wheat from the stack, 
thre-li it themselves, or with horses or oxen, and as with com, 
ask I lie nid of the miller to reduce it to flour. Such an army 
can p> where they please in an agricultural country. His 
trno]i> imt only h»ved him, but were enthusiastically devoted 
to him. His litrure in the battlefield, clothed in a common, 
brown linen eoat, with his white hair streaming in the wind, 
was tile si«.nial for wild and passionate cheers; and there was 
not one of his soldiers, it was said, but who was willing to die, 
if he eonhl only fall within sight of his commander." 

rpoii the outbreak of the present war, one of the first acts 
of Geneial Price, May, lS6i,* was to consult with General 
Harney of the Federal forces, as to the best mode of "restor- 
ing peace and good order to the people of the State, in subor- 
dination to the laws of the General and State Governments." 
Certain riotous demonstrations having appeared at St. Louis, 
Price having " lull authority over the militia of the State," un- 
dertook, with the sanction of the Governor, to maintain order; 
and General Harney declared that he had no intention of using 
the military at his command, to cause disturbance. Both en- 
joined upon the citizens to keep quiet, and attend to their or- 
dinary occn})ation3. 

Soon after this, when General Harney was removed by the 
authorities at Washington, General Price issued the following 
addi'eSv^, which, as it clearly defines his views and position, we 
insert : 

USADQUAHTERS MlBBOURI GUASDJ 

Jefferson Crrr, June 4, 1861. ) 

To the Brigadier-generals commanding the 

several Military Districts in Missouri : 

To correct misrepresentation, and prevent all misunderstand- 
ing of my opinions and intentions in reference to the militarj 
trust confided to me hy the Government of Missouri, I desire to 

* Just ]>rior to tliis, tlie arsonal at Liberty liad been seiied ; and, on the lOtli 
of May, a brigade of Missouri militia had been forced to Borrender, anoon* 
ditionally, at the demand of Captain (afterwards General) LjOQ, of Uie Fed* 
eral army. 
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state to you, and the public generally, that my past and present 
position as a private citizen, as a member of our State Conven- 
tion, and as a military commander, and my influence, bave^ 
been exerted to prevent the trftnsfer of the seat of war from the 
Atlantic States to our own State. Having taken no steps to- 
wards dissolving our connection with the Federal GK)veniment| 
there was no reason whatever for disturbing the peace and 
traiiqnillity of Missonri. I have, therefore, desired, and such I 
am anthorized, has been, and still is, the desire of the Chief 
Execntive under whose orders I acted, that the people of Mis- 
souri sluiuld exercise the right to choose their own position in 
any contest which might be forced upon them, unaided by any 
military force whatever. The right to bear arms in defence of 
themselves and of their State cannot be questioned, secured as 
it is by both tlie Constitution of the United States and of this 
State. For the purpose, therefore, of securing to the people of 
Missouri a free exercise of their undoubted rights, and with a 
view to preserve peace and order throughout the State, an 
agreement has been entered into between Oeneral Harney and 
myself, which I consider alike honorable to both parties and 
governments represented.. The Federal Government, however, 
has thouglit proper to remove General Harney from the com- 
mand of the department of the "West ; but as the snceessor of 
General Harney will certainly consider himself and his gov- 
ernment in honor bound to carry out this agreement in good 
faith, I feel assured that his removal should give no cause of 
uneasiness to our citizens for the security of their liberties and 
property. I intend, on my part to adhere to it both in its 
spirit and to the letter. Tlie rumors in circulation, that it is 
the intention of the officer now in command of this depot to 
disarm those of our citizens who do not agree in opinion with 
the administration at Washington, and put arms in the hands 
of those who, in some localities of this State, are supposed to 
sympathize with the views of the Federal Gt>vemment, are, I 
trnet, unfounded. The purpose of such a movement could not 
be misunderstood, and it would not only be a palpable viola- 
tion of the agreement referred to, and an equally plain viola- 
tion of our constitutional rights, but a gross indignity to the 
citizens of this State, which would be resisted to the last exr 
tremity. 
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My wish and hope is, that the people of the State of Mis- 
souri bo permitted, in peace and security, to decide upon their 
future course, and so fur as my abilities can effect this object, 
it shall be accomplished. 

The people of Missouri cannot be forced, under the terrors 
of a military invasion, into a position not of their own free 
choice. A million of such people as the citizens of Missouri 
were never yet subjugated, and if attempted, let no apprehen- 
sions be entertained of the result. 

I enjoin upon you, gentlemen, to see that all citizens, of 
whatever opinion in politics or religion, be protected in their 
persons and property. 

STERLING PRICE, 
Major-general oommanding. 

Events, however, were rapidly tending to serious collision 
between the respective forces ; and, on the 20th of June, the 
first engagement occurred at Booneville, between the State 
troops, commanded by Captain Marmaduke and General 
Lyon. The Missouri men were defeated, though showing 
great bravery in this, their firet pitched battle. Price there- 
fore, was now compelled to come forward openly in favor of 
resistance to the Federal power. The day following the battle 
of Carthage, July 6th, General Price arrived at that city, 
accompanied by Brigadier-general McCuUoch, of the Con- 
federate army, who had been appointed by the authorities at 
Ilichmond to the command, under General Polk, head of the 
department. 

On the 25th of July, the Missouri army, under Generals 
Price, McCulloch, and Pierce, began its march from Cowskin 
Prairie, near the Indian country, towards Springfield, where 
the Federals, under Lyon, Sturgis, Sweeney, and Sigel, were 
uniting their forces to overpower the State. But it soon be- 
came apparent that a division of the chief command would be 
inimical to the good of the cause, and, possibly, injurious to 
the troops. Price, therefore, with a truly unselfish and 
patriotic spirit, relinquished his post to McCulloch, expressing 
himself in substance as follows: "I seek not distinction; I am 
not fighting for that; but in the defence of the liberties of pay 
countrymen. It matters little what position I hold. I am 
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ready to snrrender, not only the command, bnt my life as a 
sacrifice to the canse." That his services and his presenee 
among the men shonld not be lost, he took a snbordinate 
position in the forthcoming contest McCnIloch assumed chief 
command, and Price was a division general under him; and 
thns the army marched forward to meet the foe. 

On the lOtli of Angnst, the battle of Oak Hill, or Wilson's 
Greek, was fonght, ending in defeat of the Federals, and death 
of their chief in command. General Lyon. Their forces, after- 
wards, first nnder Major Stnrgis, and then Oolonel Sigel, pb- 
treated 'to Springfield, and then to RoUa. Springfield was oe- 
cnpied by a part of the Oonfederates, under Oeneral Bains, on 
the 11th. The victory, however, was claimed by 'both sides, 
though the falling back of Sigel left the field undoubtedly to 
the Missouri men. 

At this time, Oeneral Fremont had arrived to take chief 
command of the Western Department On the SOthiof July, 
he had reached St Louis, and military preparations were im- 
mediately carried on with renewed vigor. But we cannot fol- 
low, in detail, the events of this stirring campaign in Missouri. 
Clearly, on the side of the State, Oeneral Price was the load- 
ing spirit, while McCuUoch was the ruling authority among 
the Confederate forces. On the 20th of August, Price issued 
a proclamation ^' to the people of Missouri," exhorting them to 
maintain their privileges and rights against all persons, and 
especially against "any one claiming to be provisional or tem- 
porary governor of Missouri." This referred, no doubt, to the 
appointments made by the Federals; but it is evident that 
Price and the Missouri people were very jealous of any power 
— whether of the North or South — which might attempt to 
encroach in tho least upon' their perfect freedom. At 4his 
time, for some reason, Oenerals McOuUoch and Hardee— who 
had been stationary at Greenville — withdrew, the former 
into Arkansas, the latter to join the forces under A. S. John- 
son. ' 

General Price, now again in full command, marched to the 
Missouri river with a force of about 4,500 men, and seven 
pieces of cannon. On the 7th of September, he encountered 
and fought General J. Lane, at a placed called Drywood, some 
fifteen miles east of Fort Scott The conflict lasted nearly two 
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houre, ending in Lane retreating, and some of Price** forces 
occupying the fort, the remainder, with their Greneral, proceed- 
ing to Lexington. 

On the 20th of September, 1861, Lexington, and all the 
United States forces there assembled, were sarrendered to 
Price, by Culonel Mulligan, after a three days' siege. The 
Federal troops, and their gallant chief, held out bravely, but 
were at length obliged to yield. Lnmediately General Price 
issued an order, that the forces under Colonel Mulligan, hav- 
ing stacked their arms, " were not to be insulted by word or 
act, for they had fought like brave men." Colonel Mulligan, 
on giving up his sword, had it immediately rotamed to him bj 
General Price, who said he "could not see a man of his valor 
without his sword." The Federal commander, however, would 
not give liis parole, because " his government had not acknow- 
ledged the Missourians as belligerents." He was, therefore, a 
prisoner, though only such in name, for Price, with true 
chivalric courtesy, induced Colonel Mulligan and his wife to 
become his guests, and treated them with every possible hos- 
pitality : the same spirit being displayed by the victorious 
Missourians — officers and privates alike. 

In his official report of this battle. General Price did not 
forget to bestow a verj'^ high meed of praise upon his troops. 
Said he, "No general ever commanded a braver or better 
army. It is composed of the best blood and bravest men of 
Mistiiouri." 

During the siege, quite a number of citizens came in from 
the neigliboring country, and fought as they expressed it, " on 
their own hook." A participator in the battle tells an anec- 
dote of an old man, about sixty years of age, who came up 
daily from his farm, with his walnut-stock rifle, and a basket 
of provisifins, and went to work just as if he were engaged in 
hauling rails, or some other accustomed labor. He took his 
position behind a large stump upon the descent of the hill on 
which the fortification was constructed, where he fired with 
deadly aim during each day of the siege. 

No sooner was Lexington taken than Price heard that Fre- 
mont, Sturgis, and Lane, were advancing with a heavy force, 
and in such a way as to cut him oflT. This he adroitly pre- 
vented by sending out cavalry, as if intending to attack each 
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of the enemy separately, and bo covering his retreat Iliia 
retreat was executed in a most admirable manner, and amidst 
nninerous obstacles. The Osage river was crossed in two flat> 
bottomed boats, constructed for the occasion by the Missouri 
soldiers ; and then Price moved to Neosho, on the Indian fron- 
tier of the State. Here the Legislatare had assembled, and 
here Price again formed a junction with McOnlloch, at the 
head of 5,000 men. It was at this time, the State Legislatnre 
at length passed the Ordinance of Secession, and Oeneral 
Price had the satisfaction of firing a hundred guns to celebrate 
the event. 

From Neosho, Price and McCulloch fell back to Cassville 
and Pineville, on tlie southern borders of the State. Fremont 
came on after him, and Springfield was taHen from the Mia- 
souri forces stationed there, by Colonel Zagonyi, of Fremont*B 
body guard. At Pineville, Price, however, was ready for 
another battle, but just then Fremont was recalled, and the 
Federals retreated to Osceola and RoUa. Price followed them 
to Osceola, and then returned to Springfield to forage his 
anny and obtain supph'es. This was about the Ist of Decern* 
ber, 18H1, and since the previous June, his gallant army had 
marched over eight hundred miles of ground, often in want, 
and yut fighting live battles and thirty skirmishes. 

On December 4:th, 1861, the Confederate Congress unani- 
mously passed a resolution of thanks to " Major-general Ster- 
ling Price and the Missouri army under his command, for the 
gallant conduct they had displayed throughout their service 
ill the present war." 

About this time, Price had been appointed a major-general 
in the Confederate army — (holding this rabk previously over 
State tro<>i)8 only) — but this was not confirmed, and Major- 
general Earl Van Dorn was assigned to the Department of 
Missouri and Arkansas, Ben McCulloch being over the forcea 
further West. This appointment, though with the concurrence 
of General Price, did not succeed so well as anticipated. Tlie 
t\v«) generals cordially united in resisting the advances of the 
enemy, hut sufficient troops and material could not be found. 
The result wiis, that Price hearingof the Federals approaching 
in ijreat nurnhers, determined, on the 13th of February to re- 
treat, and gave orders accordingly. His army then moved 
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into Arkansas, arriving at Cove Creek, on the 25th of that 
month, and uniting with Van Dorn. Sliortly afterwards, the 
Confederate forces Were united with those under Ben McCnl- 
loc'h, and they then marched to attack the Federal army under 
General Curtis and Sigel, at Pea Ridge, Arkansas. Tlie bat- 
tle commenced on the Gth of March, 1862, after two days' long 
and dreary travelling through mud and snow. Gates's regi- 
ment of Price's body guard, and the Louisiana regiment, im- 
mediately attacked Sigcl near Benton ville, but though that 
gallant German officer retreated to Curtis's main wing of the 
army, he did so in good order and without loss. This was on 
Thursday, March 6th, and on the next day tlie great battle 
raged in all its fury. Those who witnessed it, and were com- 
petent to judge, said it was the Buena Vista of the war, so far f 
and, certainly, we may infer it was more than ordinarily se- 
vere, from the separate accounts given of it. Van Dorn and 
Price were opposed to Curtis ; while McCulloch and Mcintosh 
faced Sigel. There were a number of Indians also engaged, 
and these were in McCulloch's command. Price pushed for- 
ward with his accustomed valor; and McCulloch did the same 
on his wing; but, during a terrible fusilade, the latter was 
killed. Van Dorn was not behind in cool daring and skill, 
and, as commanding officer, his testimony to tlie extraordinary 
valor of the ilissourians under Price, is to be regarded. He 
said : " The Old Guard of Nai)oleon was not composed of 
braver men : I have never in battle seen their equals." 

On Saturday, March 8th, the battle was renewed, and the 
cannonading was terrific. General Mcintosh was killed, be- 
sides many other brave officers and men ; and, finally, the 
Confederates fell back, leaving Curtis, Sigel, and Jefferson 
C. Davis, masters of the field. 

The battle of Pea Ridge seemed to decide the question of 
Confederate rule in the State for a time, and it led to the re- 
treat of Van Dorn with his army towards the Mississippi. 
Price, it is said, differed from Van Dorn about the attack on 
Curtis, when it was undertaken, but other circumstances also 
followed, which made General Price's position such as was not 
agreeable to him, nor so useful to his countrymen as he de- 
sired, lie, therefore, resigned his conmn'ssiou in the State 
militia, April 6th, in an address to the '^ soldiers of the State 
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gnard," which was fall of patriotic fire, and generous enthui- 
asm. He then joined the Confederate army, having received 
his appointment, now confirmed, as migor-general. 

Immediately afterwards, Price and Yan Dom left the fidd 
in Arkansas to join the forces nnder A. S. Johnston and Beau- 
regard ; leaving Brigadier-general Pike on the Indian frontier, 
and Brigadier-general J. S. Roane in command of Arkansaii 
bnt without troops. On tlie 11th of April, Price, with his 
division, arrived at Memphis, and was most enthusiastically 
received. When called upon to speak, he said: **The tinM 
for speech-making had passed, and the time for action had 
arrived. He had commenced this service without men, moneji 
or munitions of war ; now he could boast of a gallant horde of 
true soldiers, not inconsiderable in numbers, and unsurpassed 
in valor and zeal, wlio would stand by him and he by them to 
the end — for weal or woe, come when that hour may. He had 
returned the arms and supplies he had borrowed to begin with^ 
and still retained abundant supplies for the valorous sons of 
the West, won by them in the conflicts of the past for future 
use. He expected soon to be heard from in the thundering 
tones of the cannon, the roar of musketry, and the clashing of 
bayonets." 

The battle of Shiloh was over when Price arrived with his 
forces, and joined Beauregard at Corinth ; but on the 10th of 
May, he was with Yan Dom iu the engagement at Farming- 
ton. There was, however, not a little ill feeling, among some 
in command, about General Price. Possibly, with the free- 
dom that often pertains to men unaccustomed to the ordinary 
restraints of military life, when under strict discipline, he may 
have expressed himself too openly, as it is related he did. But 
whatever was the cause, his relations with the regular Con- 
federate army, at this time, were not quite amicable. In June, 
he went to liichmond to consult with the authorities there, 
and, on his return, moved his division upon luka, Mississippi, 
taking possession on the 11th of September. His plan was to 
try and draw the Federal forces away from Corinth, and thus 
render its capture easy by General Van Dom, who was to 
attack it during his absence. This plan failed through the 
promptitude of Generals Grant and Bosecrans, the latter per- 
sonally moving on Prico at luka. This battle took place on 

28 
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the 20th of September, 1802, and ended in the defeat of Gen- 
entl Price with great loss ; General Little, a brave and mnch 
loved ofiicer, being among the killed. 

General Price now mtirclied back and rennited with Van 
D()rn, both forces then moving on Corinth, held at the time by 
Kusccrans. The battles that ensued, on the 2d, 3d, and 4th 
of October, were ably fought, and with great obstinacy, but re- 
sulted in the defeat of the Confederates. 

In this battle. General Price was again conspicuous for his 
daring, and also for his skilful arrangements. Van Dom, 
being senior in rank, had the command, and Price ably 
seconded him. Tlie other generals mentioned were Lovell, 
Maury, Herbert, and Villepigue. Had we space, some account 
of this battle, and the doings of the several commanders could 
well be given here. 

In Xovember, 18G2, General Price sat on a court of inquiry 
to determine certain charges against General Van Dorn, who 
was, however, acquitted. 

In December, the Confederate forces again fell back to 
Granada, before the advance of General Grant ; but, on the 
20th of the month. Van Dorn succeeded in getting behind the 
Federal commander, and, for a short time only, reoccnpying 
lloUy Springs, capturing the whole force stationed there, and 
destroying an immense quantity of stores and supplies. Dur- 
ing the next month or two, however, we hear little of General 
Price, until, it seems, he arrived in Richmond to again confer 
with the authorities. The result was his appointment to a 
new command in the Trans-Mississippi department, where 
General Marmaduke was operating against Generals Blunt, 
and Ilerron. In March, 1863, Price arrived at Mobile, and 
proceeded thence to Little Rock, Arkansas. Tliere, in con- 
junction with Marmaduke, he planned an expedition against 
Cape Giradeau, at that time the depot of supplies for a portion 
of Grant's army. The Confederate force left Little Rock 
about the middle of April, crossed into Missouri on the 20th, 
and was before Cape Giradeau — then held by General McNeil 
— on the 25th. McNeil had, just previously, removed the 
stores into Illinois, and obtained reinforcements from St. Louis. 
The result, therefore, was a disappointment to the Confeder- 
ates, and after a sharp engagement, Marmaduke — who had the 
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command, for Price seems to have remained at Little Sock — 
retreated back to Arkansas, where he arrived on the Sd of 
May. From that date, varioas movements of no great im- 
portance occurred in Price's command, until Jnly 4th, when 
an attack was made upon Helena, Arkansas, held by ,the 
Federal General Prentiss. A heavy engagement followed, 
and, finally, the.Confederates again fell back to the middle of 
the State. Qeiibnil Steele now came on the field to aid in 
driving the Confederates out of the State; and, on the 10th of 
September, after an encounter with the forces of M armadnke, 
Price, and Holmes, he entered Little Bock — the capital of Ar- 
kansas — and ultimately the Southern troops had to leave the 
Federals in possession. Price then crossed the border, and, !n 
the early part of November, was at Harshall, Texas, not far 
from the confines of Louisiana. 

On Christmas day, 1868, Price's command was at Long^ 
wood, twenty miles west of Coldon, and he had with him 
about 13,000 men. The majority of t^ese, however, were new 
men. His old followers from Missouri — those who had served 
at Lexington and Pea Ridge nnder him — ^were nearly all in 
their graves, and only some 8,000 of his soldiers now hailed 
from the State of Missouri. The rest were principally Texans, 
and members of the adjoining territories. 

In tlie early part of March, 1864, Price assumed command 
of all the Confederate forces then preparing to advance upon 
Arkansas, and, as he said in a proclamation, " chase the Union 
army from that State." The operations of General Banks on 
the Red river, in April, called for General Steele to join him, 
and Price at once moved forward to cut off his retreat. This 
he was unable to do completely, but so far impeded him that 
he was compelled to cut his way through Price's forces, to re- 
gain Little R«>ck. The following month. May, Price was at 
Camden, Arkansas, still watching for some opportunity to suc- 
cessfully engage the forces, but especially to accomplish his 
long desire of marching again into Missouri. He set about 
this in June, by flanking Little Rock, and marching to the 
northwest of the State, where, at Bayettsville, he halted to or- 
ganize his forces. There, recruits, horses, provisions, ammuni- 
tion, medicines, and other stores poured in abundantly from 
Missouri, in spite of all precautions on the part of General 
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Kosecrans, then in command of the department, to prevent it. 
Shelby, the General ne^t to Price, was ordered to advance, and 
this he did, by crossing the border line in September. He 
then marched on to Doniphan and Bloomfield, Mobile, and 
finally proceeded towards Pilot Knob, Price quickly following, 
and reaching Bloomfield on the 24th of September, thus, once 
more entering the State for the purpose, as he alleged, of free- 
ing it from Northern rule. The next day Fredcrickton was 
taken, and Price's forces, on the 27th, were in front of Ironton, 
then garrisoned by General Ewing. A skirmish ensued, which 
resulted in the capture of a small detachment pf the Federals, 
and Price then marched towards Jeflferson cfty. There he was 
met by a stout resistance, and compelled to move on Boone- 
ville. General Pleasanton pursued him with 8,000 cavalry, 
forcing him to leave his task unaccomplished. On the 23d of 
October he -was attacked, and defeated with great loss — Gen- 
erals Marmaduke and Cabell being taken prisoners, besides 
many officers and men. On the following day, Price was again 
attacked, near Fort Scott, and obliged hurriedly to retreat into 
Kansas. He then turned down to the South, and crossed the 
Arkansas river, above Fort Smith, in the Indian territory. On 
the 8th of December, his headquarters were at "Washington, in 
the south part of Arkansas, his troops at that time greatly 
suffering from the weather. Later accounts, up to the end of 
January, 1865, place him at Fulton, on the Red river. 
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Mexican war his conduct was such as to merit and receive ap- 
probation from his superiors. 

In 1849, Captain Smith was appointed Assistant Professor 
of Mathematics at West Point, and was afterwards captain in 
the same cavalry regiment with R. E. Lee and others already 
mentioned. Accompanying this regiment, he had nnich op- 
portunity for developing his bravery in the various engage- 
ments with the Camanche Indians, and in a desperate battle 
with them, on May 12th, 1859, he was severely wounded. He 
was then promoted major in the regular army ; but when his 
native State seceded, in 1861, he immediately resigned his com- 
mission, and gave his sword and services to the cause of the 
South. 

At this time he had, as we have already intimated, several 
family ties in the North as well as the South. His nephew- 
was the late Colonel J. L. Kirby Smith, of the 43d Ohio regi- 
ment, a brave officer, promoted from a lieutenancy of the 
topographical engineers, but who fell in the battle of Corinth.* 
It is also stated that a gallant young officer, Lieutenant Kirby, 
in command of Ilickett's battery of regulars, late in the day at 
Bull liun, 1861, was a relation of his. His sister was the 
widow of the late Colonel L. B. Webster, United States army, 
and then resided at Geneva, New York. An aunt and a first 
cousin were also in New York ; but his mother remained in 
Florida, at St. Augustine. 

The private character of Kirby Smith is represented to hare 
been " above reproach, as a gentleman and a Christian. He 
was a member of the Episcopal church, and, a few years since, 
entertained serious thoughts of giving up his profession and 
studying for the ministry." A writer, speaking of him, says, 
" he is a remarkably active man, and of very agreeable man- 
ners, wearing big spectacles and black beard." 

Kirby Smith, upon offering his services, was immediately 

* The foHowing extract from General Stanley's report of the battle of 
Corinth, will show in what estimation Colonel Smith was held, aa a soldier : 

'* Soon, in the battle on the 4th inst., Colonel J. L. Kirby Smith, of the 48d 
Ohio, fell with a mortal wonnd. I have not words to describe the qualities of 
tliia model soldier, or to express the loss we have sustained in his death. The 
best testimony 1 can give to his memory is the spectacle witnessed by myself 
in the very moment of battle, of stem, brave men, weeping like childxen ■■ 
the word passed, ' Kirby Smith is killed.' " 
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made colonel in the Confederate army, and waa aent to 
serve with General Johnston, then at Harper's Ferry. He 
there had charge of a brigade, and was, in fact, a brigadier- 
general, though, it appears, his rank was not' oonfirmed till 
after the battle of Manassas. In tliis engagement Kirbj Smith, 
having been delayed (by some treachery, it ia said) with his 
portion of Johnston's forces from the Shenandoah, arriyed on 
the ground about half-past three, p. ic, of the Slat of July, 
1K61. He had come, with his troops, by'the cars, intending to 
go right on to Manassas as preyionsly directed ; bnt, when 
near the battlefield, the firing told him tjiat Ml engagement 
was in progress. Accordingly, he stopped the cars, and pre- 
pared his men to march, at once, to the scene of contest. Ad- 
vancing throngh the fields, and receiving directions from 
General Johnston how to move, he came suddenly npon the 
enemy's right flank and rear, with what result is known. For 
himself, personally, however, there was not the opportunity to 
do much. In moving forward, he was struck by a ball and 
severely wounded. His command, threfore, had to be led by 
Colonel Elzey, who admirably accomplished, **with great 
promptitude and vigor," the movement so effectual in defeat- 
ing the Federal army. In the official reports, however, full 
praise is given to General Smith for the able and rapid dispo- 
sition of liis forces he had displayed. 

From the battlefield of Manassas, Kirby Smith was taken to 
Lynchburg, where his wound was effectually healed. Upon 
his recovery, he was married, on the 24th of September, to 
Cassie, daughter of Samuel S. Selden, deceased, of Lynchburg. 
He then appears to have visited his native home, and, after a 
short rest, returned again to the army of the Potomac. In the 
beginning of November, his brigade was stationed at Camp 
WigfalK on the Orange and Alexandria railroad, near Bull 
Run, Van Dorn's being also close by. 

Late in February, 1862, Kirby Smith, having been made a 
major-general, was appointed to command the Confederate 
forces in the neighborhood of Cumberland gap, and in East 
Tennessee, and during the following month arrived at his post 
lie immediately proclaimed martial law, in • accordance with 
directions received from President Davis, and appointed Colo- 
nel Churchwell provost-marshal. This law was very stringent 
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as regarded the sale of spiritnons liquors, and, on one oecasioD, 
at Joiiesboro, Tennessee, a large seizure was made for infringe 
ing it. 

In the summer of 1862, it was decided that General Bragg 
should advance into Kentucky, while Kirby Smith's forces 
were to operate more to the eastward, and seem to threaten 
Cincinnati. This great movement was followed out as pre- 
viously related, and General Smith's army marched through 
the gaps in the Cumberland mountains, where they were 
joined, in August, by Claiborne's division. The troops then 
made forced marches to Barbonrsville, Kentucky. Here thej 
halted long enough merely to get water, and then pushed on to 
the Cumberland ford. At that place, a few days' rest were given 
to the wearied men, who had been marching almost barefoot 
over stony roads, through mountain passes, and with green 
corn, garnished with a small supply of poor beef, for their 
food. Again moving forward, the forces of General Smith 
were descending the Big Hill, not far from Kichmond, Ken- 
tucky, on the morning of August 29th, when the Federals 
were discovered in front, indicating a determination for battle. 
This Kirby Smith did not hesitate in giving them. Advan- 
cing two or three miles further, the enemy was found drawn up 
in line of battle near Mount Zion church, six miles from Kich- 
mond, and on tlie morning of the 30th, the leading division of 
the Confederates, under General Claiborne, commenced the 
action. The fight soon became general, and after a severe 
struggle, in which General Churchill and Colonel Preston Smith 
bore a conspicuous part, the enemy was defeated, and Kirby 
Smith held the field. Next morning, he ordered the cavalry 
to go round to the north of Richmond and attempt to cut off 
the enemy's retreat, and, while this was being done, the Con- 
federates in front ceased firing. Mistaking this for a retreat, 
the Federals gallantly pushed forward, and charged upon the 
Texas and Arkansas troops under McCray. This heroic bri- 
gade stood the ground almost alone, but succeeded in driving 
back the enemy with terrible loss, and in great confusion, 
leaving knapsacks, swords, pistols, hats, and canteens scattered 
along the road, with the dead and dying. 

The Federal army, now under command of General Nelson, 
— who had just arrived and relieved General Manson, — re- 
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treated to Richmond, swiftly followed hy Eirbj Smith. At 
the town, however, Nelson bad determined to make anothei^ 
stand ; and, for the second time, that day — the third time since 
meeting each other— the Confederates and Feddtla again tried 
their strength. The result was, another victory to the South- 
em troops ; and on this, the Slst day of Aiigost, 186S, General 
Kirby Smith was completely roaster of the place. Next day, 
General Smith continned the march, and on the 4th of Sep- 
tember he arrived at Lexington. There his reception by the 
inhabitants was very enthnsiastic, and abonnding in evidences 
of the most friendly welcome. It is related, -fllit streets, win- 
dows, and gardens were filled with ladies and little girl% 
with streamers of red and bine ribbons and flags with stara. 
Beautifal women seized the hard brown hands of rongh and 
ragged soldiers, and with tears and smiles thanked them again 
and again for coming into Eentncky and freeing them from 
the presence of those who had been of late in anthority over 
them. For honrs the enthusiasm of the people was unbounded. 
At every comer of the streets, baskets of provisions and buckets 
of water were placed for the refreshment of the wearied sol- 
diers, and hnndreds of the men were presented with shoes, 
hats, coats, and tobacco, from the gratefnl people, while pri- 
vate residences were turned, for the time, into public houses of 
entertainment. But, if the reception of the infantry was enthu- 
siastic, the cheers of wild delight which greeted General John 
Morgan's cavalry as they came dashing through the streets, 
amidst clouds of dust, was without a parallel. The bells of 
the city pealed forth their joyous welcome, whilst the waving 
of thousands of white handkerchiefs and tiny flags attested 
the gladness and delight of every heart. 

And thus the victorious forces of Eirby Smith marched on. 
From among the rocky passes of the wild Cumberland moun- 
tains to the town of Lexington, they had gone through muck 
of that fearful toil of travel an army so often has to endure. 
But here was, at least, some partial recompense ; and hope led 
them on still further. Cincinnati was the desired goal, and 
rapidly from Lexington, on to Paris, next to Cynthiana, and 
finally to within a short distance of the Queen City of the 
West, did the joyous troops of the South wend their way. 
Then came fear, and something of a panic, among the startled 
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tional fast and supplication has, under Providence, been 
crowned with most glorious and brilliant success. You have 
defeated a foe three times your own. The fields of Mansfield, 
Pleasant Hill, Cloutierville, Poison Spring, Marks' Mill, and 
Jenkins' ferry attest your devotion. Eight thousand killed 
and wounded, six thousand prisoners, thirty-four pieces of ar- 
tillery, twelve hundred wagons, one gunboat and three trans- 
ports, are already the fruits of your victories. The path of 
glory is still open to you — permanent security to your homes 
before you. Call together your comrades, and, shoulder to 
shoulder, we will yet free the soil of our beloved country from 
the invader's footsteps. Soldiers of Arkansas, Missouri, Texas, 
and Louisiana, you have the thanks of a grateful people. 
Your living will be respected — ^your dead honored and revered. 

E. KIRBT SMITH, QeneraL 

From this date, General Smith has been occupied in moving 
to the difierent posts of his department in Texas and Louisiana. 
Complaints have been made concerning his apparent inactivity, 
and of late some very serious differences seem to have arisen 
between him and the authorities at Richmond; statements 
having been made in the press reflecting greatly upon his 
patriotism. It is to be hoped that these accusations, like many 
similar ones regarding others, will prove to be unjust, and that 
time will show the lustre of his character undimmed, as it 
stands before the world associated with those most honorable 
of his fellow-generals. 
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the centre. Tlie result of the three days* fight we have already 
shown, and will now proceed to the after movementa of Gon* 
eral Smith, 

Eaily 10 Jamiary^ 186S, he arrived in Kichmond, owing to 
recent changes made in the army, and in March he was ap- 
pninted to the department w^st of the Mississippi, In tlie 
earlv part of April he arrived there, and asi^inned c^niimand 
thrcniifh a general order, which named Akxatidria, Louisiana, 
BB fiis head^narters. In May, he was at ShrievQport, Tjonki- 
ana» wirh hia wifi% and througfiout the tbl lowing niontim was 
occupied, in conjunction with the several military eomiuaiKieri 
under him, in reeii^tiug the advancee of Banks from New Oi^ 
leans tt> Alexandria, and beyond. His niovt^mtmts, however, 
have not been made well known, nntil, in th*j bt^ginning of 
September, we tind him at Arkadelphia, with tiie imiiu Con- 
federate army. The evtmts that occurred in that departniont 
have already been recf»rded, Kirby Smith returned tf> hie 
former quarters, and, in April, 1864, euceceefully resisted Gen- 
eral Banks* renewed attempt up the Red river, beyond I'Eeore. 
At the beginning of tfio next month he was with Price, at 
Camden, Arkansas, and issued rhe fallowing addreea to th*^ army: 

HEADQUAfiTERe, TR^lNS^MlBSIBaiTFI DkI^AHTMENTJ 

Camden, Ark., May 3. 18ft4. J 
S0LD1EB3 OF THK TfiANB- MISSISSIPPI D^PAarMKNT I 

Once more, in tlie hour of victory, we are called upon to 
mourn the heroic dead. 

Generals W. R. Scurry and Horace Randal have fallen upon 
the field of honor. At Jenkins' ferry they oflfered themselves 
np, precious victims on the altar of liberty. 

Mouton and Green are gone; Scurry and Kandal have fol- 
lowed on the same glorious path. Be it ours to emulate their 
virtues and valor, and to act as men not unworthy to associate 
with such heroes. 

Tlie colors of their respective brigades will be draped in 
mourning for thirty days. 

R EIRBT 8MITH, General Ck>minanding. 

Headquartebs, Trans-Missibsifpi Dbfabtment, ) 
Camden, Ark., May 4, 1864. ) 
Soldiers of thk Trans-Mississippi Dkpartmknt: 
The campaign inaugurated at Mansfield on the day of na- 
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tional fast and Bupplication has, nnder Providence, been 
crowned with most glorious and brilliant sncceas. You have 
defeated a foe three times your own. The fields of Mansfield, 
Pleasant Hill, Cloutierville, Poison Spring, Marks' Mill, and 
Jenkins' ferry attest your devotion. Eight thousand killed 
and wounded, six thousand prisoners, thirty-four pieces of ar- 
tillery, twelve hundred wagons, one gunboat and three trans- 
ports, are already the fruits of your victories. The path of 
glory is still open to you — permanent security to your homea 
before you. Call together your comrades, and, shoulder to 
shoulder, wo will yet free the soil of our beloved country from 
the invader's footsteps. Soldiers of Arkansas, Missouri, Texas, 
and Louisiana, you have the thanks of a grateful people. 
Your living will be respected — ^your dead honored and revered. 

K KIRBT SMITH, GeneiaL 

From this date. General Smith has been occupied in moving 
to the different posts of his department in Texas and Louisiana. 
Complaints have been made concerning his apparent inactivity, 
and of late some very serious differences seem to have arisen 
between him and the authorities at Kichmond; statements 
having been made in the press reflecting greatly upon his 
patriotism. It is to be hoped that these accusations, like many 
similar ones regarding others, will prove to be unjust, and that 
time will show the lustre of his character undimmed, as it 
stands before the world associated with those most honorable 
of his fellow-generals. 



L 
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Green ; and tlnther Morgan and his companions went. On 
the 30th of September tliej arrived at the Confederate camp, 
on Green river, opposite Mnnfordsville, where they were cor- 
dially received. Captain Morgan not wishing to be united to 
any ])articular conimaiid, asked to be allowed to serve as a 
partisan ranger, but it was not deemed prudent to grant his 
ro(j[ne6t. He, therefore, moved to the north bank of the river, 
rented a vacant house for his men, and, with this as his head- 
quarters, made the country between Green river and Bacon 
creek the scene of many daring exploits. 

Early in the year 1S62, Morgan was promoted to the rank of 
C(>h>iiel — his men having already increased to the number of 
a regiment. Soon afterwards the Confederates retreated from 
Bowling Green to Murfreesboro', and the rear of the army was 
covered by Morgan's and Colonel Forest's cavalry. General 
Buell now occupied Nashville; and on the 15th of March, 
!^^<^rgan made a successful raid in the rear of the Federal 
army. 

On the 19rh of March, he again passed through Gallatin, at 
night, and the next day captured a train of cars, bound down 
the n>ad. The up-train soon came in sight, and Morgan, indi- 
vidually, signalled it to stop. On board of this train was an 
old friend of Morgan, a physician in the Federal army, now 
residing at Louisville. From this fact alone, John permitted 
the locomotive, with his friend, to proceed North, shouting, as 
it started, "Tell Guthrie that you have saved him twelve 
thousand dollars !" Morgan's men then destroyed two water- 
tanks, and tore up about a mile and a half of the road. Ho 
immediately retired his forces, now fifteen hundred in number, 
and located himself near Sparta, in the eastern part of the 
middle section of Tennessee. 

His exploits, however, extended far and wide; and not a few 
dashing adventures had he and his men at this time. One 
day, ill the vicinity of Nashville, while riding in advance of his 
command, he met a Federal colonel and his staff, trotting 

leisurely along. '' Halt !" said Morgan. " I'll be d d if I 

do/' was the reply. " I have already been halted a half-dozen 
times since I left Nashville, and I'll submit to it no longer. 
Who are you, any how ?" Quickly drawing out his pistol, and 
presenting it, he very quietly replied, "Morgan; and you are 
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my prisoner." The Federal oflScer made no farther resistance. 
He and his escort, besides a considerable force in the rear, were 
captured ; but Morgan was pnrsned, and had to burry away. 

On another occasion, with forty of his men, he dashed in 
among the enemy's pickets, and captnred eighteen ont of thirty. 
A few days after, he nearly sncceeded, by an ambnsh, in Qap> 
tuning General McOook and his staff. Again, disguising him- 
self as a wagoner from the country, and entering Nashville 
alone, he personally communicated with Greneral Buell, and 
induced that officer to believe a shrewd tale, which ultimately 
led to the capture of about seventy of the Federal cavalry. 
His next exploit was an expedition to Lebanon, where a smdl 
detachment of Federals was stationed. These were easily se- 
cured, the prisoners paroled, and their arms distributed among 
the captors, who, with their work accomplished, then lay down 
to rest. But at daylight an alarm was given : ^ The enemy it 
upon us," was the cry ; and before they could prepare for a de- 
fence. General Duinont, with a strong force, appeared. Be- 
si&tance was useless. **• Save, who can," was the order from 
Morgan ; and tliough a number were captured and killed^ 
among the former, Morgan's younger brother — many more 
escaped. Morgan, mounted on his beautiful mare, dashed 
through the advancing ranks of the enemy, cutting his way 
right and left. His noble animal was shot under him, and it 
was only by the most reckless daring and courageous self-pos- 
session that be saved his life. Even parties opposed to the 
South acknowledged, in speaking of this engagement, that 
^^ the tight was a gallant one ; Morgan ^s men resisting the at- 
tack of our force for nearly two hours." 

The disaster attending this sudden surprise at Lebanon, 
made Morgan almost insanely determined to match it by alike 
return ; and the following incident has been related as truthful 
concerning him. 

In one of the telegraph offices on the line between Lousiville 
and Nashville, was seated one day, the operator, looking very 
grnni. He had just sent forward a dispatch relative to Mor- 
gan's captured men, and was making some very strong obser- 
' vations about the famous raider, when a horseman alighted at 
the door, and, with whip in hand, carelessly walked in.^ The 
intruder had on a butternut suit, all bespattered with mud,. 
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and an old slouched hat, with rim partly torn off. Stepping 
forward to a vacant chair, he seated himself, and asked for 
news. " No news," was the curt reply. A morning journal 
lying on the desk, the stranger, reaching out his hand with the 
most perfect sangfroiiU took the paper, opened it, and began 
to read. Glancing down the first column, he presently said : 
*' John Morgan at work again I Great pity that man can't be 
caught — he plays the wild with every thing." At mention of 
Morgan's name the operator, with great vehemence, remarked*, 
" If I had him here I would soon put a ball through hia 
cursed body. Ko more pranks from him, the mighty John 
Morgan, I tell you !" "Why, you wouldn't kill him — would 
yon ?' asked the stranger, quietly looking up from his paper, 
and lifting the torn brim of his old hat. " Kill him ?" was the 
response ; " aye, that I would, sooner than I'd shoot a mad 
dog. I just dare him, at any time, to cross that door, and if 
he isn't a dead man in five minutes, there's no truth in me." 

The stranger rose, took off his hat, and, with a quiet mien 
and gentle voice, said, " I am John Morgan, sir: execute your 
threat. Here is a pistol ; you are entirely welcome to use it." 
As he spoke, he fixed his large, piercing eyes steadfastly upon 
the operator. The latter, amazed, was hardly able to answer. 
He fell back, pale, and trembling, and making numerous apol- 
ogies, saying he hud no idea that the stranger could be Colonel 
Morgan; and he hoped he would forgive him. "You have 
my pardon, sir," replied Morgan, in a firm, gentlemanly tone. 
" Another time I would advise you to be less boastful of your 
courage and veracity. I have but little time to stay. Seat 
yourself, and send the messages that I shall dictate, to Louis- 
ville. Make no mistake. If you do, your life is the forfeit. 
I understand the operation, sir, therefore don't attempt to give 
any information but what I instruct you." The command be- 
ing readily obeyed, Morgan then said, "Now, show me all the 
dispatches that have passed through this ofiSce in the last 
twenty-four hours." The poor victim again preferred compli- 
ance to the alternative, and delivered the documents to his 
visitor, who, after reading them, said, "That will do, sir; — 
Good morning :" and, going to his horse, mounted, and rode 
swiftly away. 

Immediately, and probably from the information thus gained. 
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Morgan, with some of his men, laid in wait for a train from 
Louisville bound to Bowling Green, where a Union mass meet- 
ing was going to be held. As the cars approached Care City, 
half a dozen horsemen suddenly appeared in firont of the loco- 
motive, and sang out, ^^ Halt," with a wave of the hands as a 
signal. But the engineer not stopping, some thirty othera 
appeared, armed to the teeth, and ready to aim at him and the 
passengers. Immediately the alarmed cry arose, "Morgan! 
Morgan I" and the utmost confusion prevailed. The cars 
were stopped, the rails behind and before obstructed, and 
the horsemen immediately demanded the surrender of all 'sol- 
diers and freight belonging to the Federal government Mor- 
gan himself entered the ladies' car, and as he stood fona mo- 
ment, every eye was fixed upon him with a look of terror. 
''Be quiet, ladies," said he, with a pleasant smile, "none of 
you shall be hurt ; I only want the blue-coated gentlemen." 
He then approached an officer seated by the side of his wife^ 
who imploringly entreated of Morgan not to take bim« "Spare 
my husband^ Colonel Morgan 1 Don't take him from me," 
she cried. "For God's, sake don't take him. Have meroy — 
mercy on me, colonel, and spare him to me. I appeal to you 
as a gentleman ; to your generosity ; to your kindness ; for my 
sake, don't take him away." Morgan replied, " I will not, 
madiun. Take him yourself, and teach him better than to 
come down here to kill Southern people. Tliat is all I ask. 
Will you promise mo this?" The grateful woman did so, 
thanking him in the most passionate terms. In another part 
of the cars, however, a Major Helveti was taken, and some 
Government funds and stores. There was also in a safe some 
$30,000 of private funds belonging to a cotton firm at Louis- 
ville ; and this, Morgan assured the agent, should not be 
touched. " My men are not thieves," said he, " and not a 
cent of private property shall be molested." 

On the 11th of May, with his reorganized but diminished 
company, iforgan dashed into Oakland, capturing all Federals 
on duty, rode furiously on to Glasgow, which ho entered next 
day, and then proceeded to Burksville. From Burksville, 
]\£organ proceeded to Sparta, Tennessee, and arrived there on 
the Tuesday night, after riding through by-ways and bridle- 
paths, some 170 miles from Oakland. 
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A few days after the affair jnst mentioned, be was at Chat- 
tanooga on a peaceful misBion, and then moved up the valley 
to Knuxville. Here he recruited his forces awhile, strengthen- 
ing and increasing them, and, receiving an appointment as 
acting brigadier-general, under Kirby Smith (who was ia 
command of East Tennessee), he started off again into Eea* 
tucky. 

Tompkinsville, Lebanon, Harrodsburg, Versailles, Cynthi- 
ana, Winchester, and many other towns, were favored with his 
presence and some practical understanding of his pecnliar 
style of warfare, until, arriving at a point between Livingston 
and Sparta, he encamped, after as bold a raid as could have 
then been possibly conceived. At several of the places hia 
telegraph operator worked the wires effectually; and what the 
command accomplished may be told in the conclusion of Mor- 
gan's own report. He says : 

" I left Knoxville on the 4th day of this month (July) with 
about 900 men, and returned to Livingston on the 28th inst, 
with nearly 1,200, having been absent just twenty -four days, 
during which time I travelled over a thousand miles, captured 
seventeen towns, destroyed all the Government supplies and 
arms in tliem, dispersed about 1,500 Ilome-guards, and parolled 
nearly 1,200 regular troops. I lost in killed, wounded, and 
missing, of the number that I carried into Kentucky, about 
ninety." 

From his encampment, near Sparta, Morgan seems to have 
gone, personally, to Knoxville — perhaps to consult with Erby 
Smith — for, on the 4tli of August, 1862, he issued this stirring 
order to his men from that place : 

" SoLDiicRS — Your country makes a fresh appeal to your pat- 
riotism and courage ! 

" It has been decided that Kentucky must be freed from the 
detested Northern yoke, and who are so fit to carry out this 
order as yourselves? 

" The road is well known to you. You have already taught 
the tyrants at Tomj)kinsville, Lebanon, and Cynthiana, tliat 
where Southern hearts nerve Southern arms, our soldiers are 
invincible. 

^^ To an enemy be as tigers — ^to our Southern brethren be aa 
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lambs I Protect their homes, respect their homes I Is it not 
that of jonr fathers, mothers, sisteirs, and friends! 

^^ Soldiers t I feel assared that yon will retam with fresh 
laurels to enjoy in peace the fmits of yonr glorions yiotonea. 
In the mean time, let yonr avenging battle-cry be ^Bntlerl' 
bnt shont ^ Kentucky^ to yonr kindred and friends. 

JOHN H. liOBGAN, 
OoloiMl of (ktaUy, a & A. 

A week afterwards, he was again off, «nd on the 12th of 
Angnst, at night, he forded the Oumberland river with one 
thousand men and fonr pieces of artillery* He tlien surprised 
and captured the whole of Colonel Boone's eommand at Ghdi* 
latin, without firing a shot ; pnshed on for the railroad in the 
rear of Nashville, so as to destroy the track and ent off Bnell^ 
supplies ; and, reaching the tunnel near that placOi snoceeded 
in causing a portion of the roof to fall, and thns effeotaally 
block the way. This done, and hearing that « force from 
Nashville was after him, he retreated acroas the Onmberlandy 
bnt eventnally gave the Federal oavaliy battle in the ndgh* 
borhood of Gallatin. The result was a disastrous and hnmil- 
iating flight on the part of his pursuers, and a complete, tri- 
umphant victory to Morgan and hifi command. 

About this time, Bragg in one part of Eentoeky, and Eirby 
Smith more to the eastward, were advancing towards the 
northern portion of the State, and on the 29th of August, 
Morgan moved his gallant legion to unite with his depart- 
ment-commander. The union was effected near Lexington, 
and the triiimpliant reception Morgan there met, from the in- 
habitants of his native city, we have already described, as also 
tlie subsequent retreat of the army, in which Morgan had to 
join his cavalry, covering the rear. On recrossing the Cum- 
berland mountains, he was detached to follow his old occnpa- 
tion of harassing the enemy, after his own peculiar fashion. 
lie rested a short time, and then renewed operations in the 
neighborhood of Nashville, materially obstmcting the enemy's 
supplies, and doing other serious injury. One anecdote con- 
cerning his movements at this period is thns related : 

^' About the middle of November, he came across a small 
mail-stage, travelling the route between Bowling Green and 
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Nashville. Of course, he quietly captured the affair, and be- 
came the possessor of a large quantity of Uncle Sam's postal 
matter. The most interesting correspondence was the letters 
of the various reporters for the Yankee press — the New York 
Tnhune^ Tiines^ etc. 

" One letter was from J. L. Able, proprietor of the stage 
line, to his agent at Bowling Green, imploring him for God's 

sake to send more stages through, as that ' rascal, John 

Morgan, was travelling around, and would be sure to catch 

them.' Thus advised, the rascal aforesaid waited for the 

next stage, and captured that also. We do not know whether 
Mr. Able will continue his line." 

After this, for about a month, Morgan seemed to be very 
quiet, and the Federals began to think themselves rid of their 
troublesome customer. But, " Lo ! and behold ! one fine night, 
during September's new moon, the great raider dashed into 
Huntsville with fifteen hundred men, killed and wounded two 
hundred, and captured two thousand, destroyed all of the 
camp equipage, and crossed the river with his captives, and 
what spoils he could carry. This was the cleverest of all Mor- 
gan's successes, and both sides admitted that he was the best man 
in such business on the 'job.' I will add, here, that this capture 
was a disgraceful Federal defeat, and so called by Rosecrans." * 

Whatever may have been the delights of this wild adven- 
turous life to our hero, it appears that he still had thought for 
other interests more common to the heart of man. We find 
that at Muifreesboro, on Sunday, December 4th, 1862, after 
being promoted to the rank of major-general, this gallant 
cavalry chief was in the evening married to Miss Heady, 
daughter of the Hon. Charles Ready, and sister of Mrs. Cheat- 
ham, of Nashville. 

This pleasant and peaceful episode, however, was soon left 
far in the distance, for the warrior-groom is found the day 
following dashing away into Kentucky, ardently as ever, bent 
on new conquest and achievement, deferring the quiet enjoy- 
ment of the wedding trip till the events of the neit twenty 
days should be accomplished. 

♦ This statement, from the pen of a Northern "writer, is oonflimed by all 
other accounts. 
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The account of his operations at this time we will brioflj 
give in tlie words of another : ^^ General Morgan^s command 
returned to Tennessee Saturday last. In their campaign in 
Kentucky, the Bacon Creek, Nolin, Elizabethtown, Shcphcrds- 
yille (eighteen miles from Louisville), and other bridges, were 
totally destroyed for tlie distance of eighty miles. Tlio trestle 
work of the two first was at Muldrongh'a Hill, twelve hundred 
feet long and ninety feet high. The number of prisoners cap- 
tured at these various places amounted to two thousand. The 
destruction of the railroad is complete from Green river to 
Shepherdsville, a distance of seventy-five miles. At Spring 
field. General Morgan Was surrounded by twenty-six tliousand 
of the enemy, and, for awhile, it seemed his situation was des- 
perate, but he escaped with his entire command." 

While this expedition was in progress, the battle of Mnr- 
freesboro was fought, ending on the day before Morgan's re- 
turn. Afterwards, as already mentioned, the army rested for 
some time, and probably that portion under Morgan did the 
same, he being then absent for about a montb with his bride. 
In February, he rejoined his command at Sparta, Tennessee^ 
and during that month, March, and April, had frequent en- 
gagements with parties of the enemy sent against him, meet- 
ing with repulse more frequently than before. On the 21st of 
April he was at McMinnville — his headquarters — ^with his 
wife, when General Eeynolds, sent by Rosecrans, unexpectedly 
came upon him with a large force. Morgan barely escaped 
with his life, but the lady was captured, though not, however, 
long detained. 

For awhile, now, there was no opportunity for the exercise 
of Morgan's peculiar tactics, but in June, having planned 
another raid, the boldest and most important he had yet un- 
dertaken, he left Sparta, on the 27th, for a dash through Ken- 
tucky into Ohio and Illinois. Of this daring afi^air, who has 
not heard ? A brief account of it, however, we cannot omit, 
often told as has been the tale. 

On the 2d of July, Morgan, with a force of 2,028 effective 
men and four pieces of artillery, crossed the Cumberland river 
at Barkesville during the night, using canoes and dug-outs, 
improvised for the occasion ; drove back Hobson's force of 
Federal cavalry — marched on to Columbia, and defeated Wol- 
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ford's Kentucky command — dashed forward to Stockdale on 
tlie Green river, and there fought a heavy battle with the 
enemy on the 4th of July. In this encounter, he was repulsed 
with severe loss; but, quickly reorganizing his shattered 
forces, on he went again to Lebanon — had a hard fight of five 
hours, captured the place, with a vast amount of stores, over 
four hundred prisoners, and many fine horses, but with the 
loss of Morgan's gallant young brother Tom, a lieutenant in 
his command. On the 7th, Bragdensburg was reached — two 
fine steamboats captured— the Federal gunboats, and three 
hundred Home-guards fought, and then the bold raiders 
crossed the Ohio river to the Indiana shore, next day. The 
following day they arrived at Corydon — engaged over four 
thousand State militia — dispersed them — moved on, without 
halting, through Salisbury and Pahnyra to Salem — played 
some tricks with the telegraph wires, and obtained important 
information — then forward again towards Lexington, after de- 
stroying bridges, depots, and doing other considerable damage. 

From Lexington, Illinois, and following the course of the 
Ohio, the command passed on to near Vernon, where General 
Manson, with a heavy force, awaited them. Two hours skirmish- 
ing, as a feint, then enabled the main body to move on Dupont| 
while squads cut the railroad in several important places. It 
was night-time, and Morgan's bonfires aroused the good people 
everywhere, who, however, deemed the illuminations to be 
part of a celebration gotten up for the Federal victories at 
Vicksburg and Gettysburg, little dreaming of the daring band 
in their vicinity. 13ut daylight dissolved the charm, and a 
stampede everywhere ensued. 

Versailles was the next place reached ; and here a company 
of militia was adroitly, and to themselves unwillingly, brought 
into Morgan's power, who, however, kindly released and sent 
them home again. Thence to Harrison, and at dusk on to the 
suburbs of Cincinnati, skirting it closely on the night of the 
13th. At daylight, they were eighteen miles east of the great 
city, having traversed over fifty miles since the sunset previous. 
Men rode their horses fast asleep, and were only aroused bj 
Morgan himself, chatting, laughing, joking, or giving orders to 
one and all. Camp Dennison was passed without any attack 
from the enemy, and Camp Shady reached — seventy-five army- 
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wagons and much forage destroyed ; and then Morgan moved 
between Chillicothe and HilUboro, on one side, and Gkdlipolis 
on tlie other. On the morning of the 19th, after thns passing 
through the States of Indiana and Ohio, and turning onoe 
more to the South, they again reached the river at a ford above 
Pomcroy. Here a Federal gunboat and a large body of troops 
suddenly attacked them, inflicting some loss, and compelling 
Morgan to go further up the Ohio. Fourteen miles beyond, 
they then attempt the passage again — fording, or rather swim** 
ming across. Some now reached the opposite shore, when, a 
second time, the gnnboats were upon them. Forward, tber^ 
fore, they must go. A few miles farther, and they try it 
again — into the stream they dash — the gnnboats come in 
sight — are close upon them — many of the command get 
across — Morgan^s noble mare swims bn^vely — falters — strikes 
out again — then boldly makes the shore. The command h 
now hastily gathered together — a heavy force, at Boffington, 
under General Judali, is attacked and scattered — Aresh Federal 
reinforcements arrive — on all sides the bunted raiders are snr- 
rounded — 12,000 United States troops are in Morgan's rear— 
8,000 more in front and on his flank, and about 10,000* militia 
hunting on his track in all directions. His men, at length 
compelled to give way, fly wherever there is a chance of es- 
cape. One portion of a few hundred take the Gauley road, in 
West Virginia, and safely arrive at Lewisburg, near White 
Sulplmr Springs; another party strikes for Kentucky, and 
many others are captured, amongst them Colonels R. Morgan, 
Basil Duke, and Smith. John Morgan, however, succeeds in 
escaping, h}ii*dly pressed on all sides, and chased like a hunted 
bear. Up the Ohio he bends his way : is faced there : turns 
back again, — then crosses into the State of Ohio once more — 
next proceeds towards McArthur, Athens, Zanesville, and 
northward, to the neighborhood of Wheeling. Thereabouts he 
moves in various directions, until, at length, on Sunday, July 
26th, he was fairly hemmed in, four miles south of Lisbon, and 
captured hy Major Rae, of General Shackleford's command. 

This officer, with an excellent guide, had followed a cross* 
road, and managed to get in the rear of his chase. Morgan 

• The aoeountnjs 80,0001 Fidtf " Ttrnfls'" leport. 
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saw himself hoj)c1cssly entrapped, and setit forward a flag of 
truce, i!if(^rnirtlly surrendering. General Shackleford then ar- 
rived, with his cavah'y, and the formal surrender was com- 
pleted about 2 p. M., in the shade of an apple-tree, on a farm. 

Mor«xan aftected indifference, and talked lightly of his 
misfurtune. His well-known blooded mare he made over to 
Major Ilac, and his pair of silver-mounted, ivory-handled re- 
volvers to Colonel Wolt'ord. An eye-witness of his capture 
describes his appearance as follows : 

" His looks, at least, are not those of an ordinary man. He 
is fully six feet high, broad-shouldered, and compactly built; 
has soft auburn hair, gray eyes, reddish whiskers, florid com- 
plexion ; a pleasant smile, when talking; a musical voice, and 
shows to advantage a splendid set of teeth. He wore a gray 
roundabout and pantaloons, with a wide-brimmed, black felt 
hat, and morocco boots, with his pantaloons inside." 

Morgan was taken to the Ohio Penitentiary, and there in- 
carcerated — not as a captured military officer or a soldier — but 
as a common felon. He and his comrades. Colonel Duke, 
and others — had their persons searched — hair and beards 
shaved, were l>athed, and clad in prison suits, in accordance 
with the ordinary jail discipline. The cruelties which followed 
were unprecedented in prison discipline, and disgraceful to the 
age in which such atrocious inhumanity was tolerated. The 
incarceration occurred on the 30th of July, 1863, and now, at 
last, said those w^ho had so long felt his daring exploits, he 
was secure — hard and fast within stone walls, and strongly 
guarded. Four months afterwards, almost to a day, the bold 
chiet*, with two or three companions, electrified the country 
by making his escape I This bold enterprise was accomplished 
by digging through the floor of their cell, to a sewer leading to 
the river; but how it was so adroitly done, undiscovered, is to 
this day a marvel. 

or course, every effort to catch him again was employed ; 
but John Morgan evaded all the plans laid down for his en- 
trapment, and succeeded in crossing the Tennessee river into 
the Confederate States, about the middle of December. Very 
few, it* any, occurrences in this remarkable war have been 
more marked with romantic and extraordinary incidents, than 
those belonging to John Morgan^s escape and flight from the 
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Ohio Penitentiary. He arrived at Danville on the 26tli of De- 
cember, and was welcomed in the most enthusiastic manner. 
A short time afterwards, with his wife, he visited Richmond, 
where his reception was equally flattering to him. By March 
he had a strong force under him again. On the 8th of April, 
1864, lie left liiclimond, once more to take the field. 

During the following summer, with varied experience of 
success and reverse, he pursued the gay tenor of his way, with 
unabated zeal, while his enemies vainly pursued him, their 
resolution strengthening with every new disappointment. 

On the 3d of September he advanced upon the town 
of Greenville, East Tennessee, situated on the great line of 
railroad from Virginia to Georgia, via Knoxville. There he 
halted for tlie night, in the housp of a Mrs. C. D. Williama^- 
his staff being with him. Before retiring to rest the pickets 
were carefully attended to ; but as the enemy, under General 
Gillem, were at Bull's Gap, sixteen miles distant, every thing 
was deemed secure. His betrayal, hoMv^jN*, was at band, and 
a woman — least suspected — wm abookjlR) disclose his hidings 
place to his foe. Young Mrs. Williams, daughter-in-law of - 
the landlady — when the favored moment appeared — mounted 
a horse, and, unnoticed, rode to the Federal commander, who 
immediately sent a force to surround the house at daybreak. 
Morgan and his staff, hastily aroused from their slumbers, 
vainly tried to effect their escape. Bravely the chief resisted, 
endeavoring to light his way through them, when a soldier-^ 
private Andrew Campbell, company G, Thirteenth Tennessee 
Cavalry — dashed forward, as he passed through the doorway 
into the street, and shot him dead. 

Thus, on Sunday morning, September 4th, 1864 — a day in 
the week always singularly eventful to him — the career of this 
justly celebrated and extraordinary man was suddenly and 
unexpectedly brought to a dose. 
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Amongst those of the army who have embraced the Southern 
cause, it would be difficult to find one more generally known 
in inilirary circles, and, to some extent, in the literary world, 
than the subject of this sketch. Born about the year 1817, 
at Savannah, in the State of Georgia, it was to have been ex- 
pected tliat he would unite with her fortunes, whatever they 
miglit be; nevertheless, so distinguished had he become under 
the flag of the old government, that it would seem, at the 
time, alm(»st impossible for him to sever his connection with it. 
That innate love for the place of one's birth, however, which, 
more or less, all true men possess — even though circumstances, 
or the occupations of lite, may take them from it — no doubt 
greatly influenced Colonel Hardee in his course. He was, and 
still is, one of those brave spirits and gifted minds, whom the 
world has long known and learned to respect. His native State 
had just reason to be proud of him, for he was not only the 
second officer of highest rank, from Georgia, in the old army, 
but was tlie author of one of the best works on military tactics 
that had been published. 

In 1834, Hardee entered West Point as a cadet, and gradu- 
ated with honor four years afterwards. He was then gazetted 
as second-lieutenant, in the Second United States dragoons, 
and was sent to Florida, where he served for two years. On 
the 3d of December, 1839, he was promoted to a first-lieu- 
tenancy, and was sent by the Secretary of War to the cele- 
brated military school of St. Maur, about eighty leagues from 
Paris. There, he was regularly attached to the cavalry de- 
partment of the French army, and, after completing his studies, 
— making himself a thoroughly good oflicer, with a perfect 
knowledge of that branch of the service — ho returned to the 
United States, bringing a flattering letter of recommendation 
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from Marshall Ondinot to the Secretaiy of War mt Wasb- 
ington. 

Lieutenant Hardee's regiment was now stationed on the ' 
Western frontier, and qaickly rejoining it, he soon became 
actively employed in defending the advanced settlements fnimi 
Indian depredations. On the 18th of September, 1844, he was 
promoted to be a captain of dragoons, and then accompanied 
Greneral Taylor across the Bio Grande to the Mexican cam- 
paign. There, his company was the first to engage the enemj, 
at a place called CurricUoB^ where, after vainly endeavoring 
with his gallant little band to cat his way through the Mexican 
ranks, he was overwhelmed by superior nnmhers, and taken 
prisoner. He had to remain a captive fjj^r several months, and 
then was exchanged in time to take part in the siege of Mon- 
terey. For this and, other engagements he was pnnnoted 
major of cavalry on the 25th of March, having then joined the 
forces under General Scott, at Vera Crux, and displaying 
great gallantry in an affair at Medelin, near that plai;e. The 
subsequent battles in Mexico are well known. Major Hardee 
greatly distinguished himself in all of these, to the gates of 
Mexico; and, for such meritorious conduct, he was made a 
brevet lieutenant-colonel. Afterwards he was promoted, in 
the regular army, to the rank of major in the famous Second 
cavalry regiment, where the colonel and lieutenant-colonel 
were A. S. Johnston, and R. E. Lee. It was at this time, 
Colonel Jeffereon Davis, then Secretary of War, detailed him 
to prepare a systeip of tactics better adapted for the use of the 
infantry than those adopted, and this was compiled and pub- 
lished, as *' Hardee's Tactics ; or, the United States Rifle and 
Infantry Tactics," 2 vols. On the completion of the work, in 
July, 1856, he was ordered to West Point as commandant of 
cadets, with the local rank of lieutenant-colonel, and was em- 
ployed there — with the exception of one year's leave of ab- 
sence in Europe — until he was promoted full lieutenant-colonel 
of cavalry, which position, however, he resigned on the 81st of 
January, 1861. 

In the month of October, 1860, events forshadowed that 
mighty convulsion which has since taken place in the nation. 
Virginia was even then preparing to** resist all^ attempts at 
coercion," and '^ an encampment of nearly two regiments of 
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cavalry wore to be formed at the Fair ground, near Rich- 
mond, on the 7th of November." At that time Colonel Har- 
dee was staying in New York awhile, but it seems from a let- 
ter, written at Richmond, dated October 31st, 1860, that he 
was then, by permission of his commander-in-chief, to go down 
to Richmond, and "instruct these regiments in military tac- 
tics.'' At all events, we find him at Montgomery about the 
end of February, 1861; he then offered his sword and services 
to the Confederate government. They were gladly accepted, 
and lie was at once confirmed as colonel of the First regiment 
of infantry. He was then assigned to duty at Fort Morgan, 
Mobile, and directed to take Grant's Pass, and all their ap- 
proaches to Mobile, under his charge. In the month of June, 
Ilardee was appointed a brigadier-general, and sent to Arkan- 
sas, with his command, embracing that portion of the State 
south and west of the White river — General Polk being the 
department commander of the Mississippi and adjoining re- 
gion. 

General Hardee's services in the West were of great import- 
ance to the cause he had joined. Before his arrival, Arkansas 
had ai>pointed a military board to arrange about transferring 
the entire force of the State to the Confederate government, 
provided, however, that their arms were to be used simply in 
self-defence. A deputation went to Richmond, but no promise 
could be given as to their future disposition. But, on the 4th 
of July, 1861, an agreement was made with General Hardee, 
and, with a single exception, the several regiments were trans- 
ferred to his command, the whole force numbering about 6,000 
men. 

At this time, McCullouch was in charge of the Indian terri- 
tory, on the Arkansas frontier, and General Price was operat- 
ing with Governor Jackson, in Missouri. General Hardee, 
however, soon prosecuted the war with vigor, in the depart- 
ment of which he had control. In the early part of August 
he went to Greenville, Mobile, taking with him artillery and 
small-arms, in consequence of having received promises of re- 
inforcements. But he was much disappointed. The men were 
afraid of being called away from their own State, and, there- 
fore, would not join. His hopes thus proving abortive, he 
turned his attention to Pilot Knob, and the Iron Moantain 
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railwaj; but, nltimately, he abandoned his designs in that 
part, and returned to his headquarters at Pocohontas. 

Shortly afterwards he was transferred to Eentacky, and in 
September his movements led General Shoepff, the Federal 
commander, who was advancing against General Zollicoffer,to 
suppose he intended flanking him from Bowling Green, and 
this helped to produce the Federal retreat from Wild*cat. At 
the end of October, General Hardee was dispatched with m 
force of about 3,000 men to Green river, Ey., to attack the 
Federals at Camp Andy Johnson, under General Ward, but m 
sudden rise in the river enabled the latter to retreat, and 
Johnston recalled Hardee to the more important position at 
Bowling Green. He was appointed a major-general, and, on 
the 17th of December, 1861, the battle of Mnmfordsville, Ej., 
was fought by a portion of the troojw under his command-* 
Brigadier-general Hindman leading the advance. Hardee^ 
report of this is as follows : 

Hkadquabtebs^ CmmuL Aiocr or KsrtdcktJ 
Bowijso Oreen, Deoember 21, 186L ) 
Special Order No. 64. 

On the 17th instant, our forces, under Brigadier-genend 
Hindman, partially engaged a superior force of the enemy 
near Woodsonville. In the action we sustained a loss of four 
killed and nine wounded. The enemy was driven back, and 
left about fifty killed, and seven prisoners. The conduct of 
our troops was marked by impetuous valor. On charging the 
enemy, Colonel Terry, of the Texas Hangers, was killed in the 
moment of victory. His regiment deplores the loss of a 
brave and beloved commander — the army one of its ablest 
officers. 

The general commanding returns his thanks to Brigadier- 
general Hindman and his command for their conduct in the 
initiative of the campaign in Kentucky, and he hails the bril- 
liant courage shown in the affair as a bright augury of their 
valor when the actual hour comes for striking a decisive blow. 

Bj order of Major-general Habdebl 

D. H. WHITE, Act A8[ris'tA4jatuii^Bii6nL 

At Bowling Green he was located all the winter, as second 
in command of the army at that post, and, it is reported that^ 
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80 rigorous was he in guarding the rights and property of 
noncombatants, that he arrested a general for burning the 
Iiouses at Cave City and other places on the Louisville and 
Nashville railroad. 

Prior to, or at the commencement of April, 1862, Hardee 
was appointed a major-general ; and, in the arrangement for 
the battle of Shiloh, his corps — the third — was directed to 
move in advance, and he was to make all " proper disposition 
of the artillerj' along the line of battle." His zeal, ability, 
and skill in this battle, were afterwards very highly spoken of 
by Beauregard in his official report. 

From this time General Hardee's corps was attached to 
Bragg's army, and accompanied it in all its movements, to the 
battle of Perryville. There he commanded the left wing of 
the army, and very successfully conducted the operations 
committed to his direction. His conduct on this occasion and 
throughout the campaign, procured for him the appointment 
of lieutenant-general, ranking in the Confederate army after 
Longstreet. 

At the battle of Murfreesboro, during the last days of 
December, 1862, Lieutenant-general Hardee took a conspicuous 
part. His corps, consisting of Breckinridge's and Cleburne's 
divisions, were formed on the west bank of the Stone river, 
until ordered to advance. Tl>en, it is related, the sight was 
a most magnificent one. Two columns deep, with a front of 
nearly three-fourths of a mile, the line well preserved and 
moving forward with great rapidity, on went the men, their 
bayontits glistening in a bright sun which had broken through 
the fog. 

In the month of May, 1863, General Hardee was visited by 
the British officer we have before quoted from, and he says : 
*' I found that he was in company with General Polk, and 
Bishop Elliot, of Georgia, and also with Mr. Yallandigham. 
The hitter (called the Apostle of Liberty) is a good-looking 
man, apparently not much over forty, and had been turned 
out of the North three days before. Kosecrans had wished to 
Land him over to Bragg by flag of truce ; but, as the latter 
declined to receive him in that manner, he was, as General 
IJardee expressed it, * dumped down' in the neutral ground 
between the lines, and left there. He then received hospitality 
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from the Confederates in the capacitj of a destitate itnmger. 
. . . When I presented my letters of introduetion, General 
Hardee received me with the nnvarjing kindn^MB mnd hospi- 
tality which I had experienced from all other Confederate 
officers. He is a fine, soldierlike man, broad-shouldered and 
tall. He looks rather like a French officer, and bears the 
reputation of being a thoroughly good soldier. He is a 
widower, and has the character of being a great admirer of 
the fair sex. During the Kentucky catnpaign last year, he 
was in tlie habit of availing himself of the priTil^;e of his 
rank and years," by mixing freely and socially with the 
families of the farmers ; and several good jokes arose from it. 
One may be mentioned. ^^ An old lady told him he ought 
really 'to leave off fighting at his age.' ^Indeed, madam,' 
replied he ; ' and how old do you take me for t' * Why, about 
the same age as myself— seventy-five,' she answered. The 
chagrin of the stalwart and gallant general, at having twenty 
years added to his age, may be imagined." 

In July, 1 S63, General Hardee* was assigned to du^ in 
command of the department formerly held by General Pern* 
berton ; but when Rosecrans marched on Chattanooga he was 
recalled to Bragg's army, and the second corps placed under 

* The foUowing anecdote is related of him during this period : 

While on a forced march in some of the armj movements in Mlwrfwippi ImI 
summer, General Hardee came up with a straggler who had iUlen some dis- 
tance in the rear of his command. The general ordered him forward, when 
the soldier replied that he was weak and broken down, not having bad even 
half rations for several days. 

" That's hard/' replied the general, "hut joa must posh forward, my good 
fellow, and join your command, or the provoet goard wiU take yon in band.** 

The soldier halted, and looking np at the general adLedr— 

" An't you Ueneral Hardee T* 

** Ye»," replied the generaL 

" Didn't you write Hardee's TacticBf 

« Yes." 

" Well, general, I've studied them tactics, and know 'em hf heart ToaVa 
got a order thar to double column at half distance, an't youf 

" Well," asked the general, " what has that order to do with yonr case Y* 

** I'm a good soldier, general, and obey aU that is possible to be obeyed, bnt 
if your orders can show me a order in your tacUcs, or anybody else's taciioi^ 
to double distance on half rations, Uien 111 give in." 

Tlic general, with a hearty laugh, admitted that there wore no tsetlos to 
meet the case, and putting spurs to his horse, rode forward. 



46-^ 60UTHEBN GENERALS. 

liim. The battles of Chickamauga, Lookout monntain, and 
Missionary ridge, followed, as previously related, and, finally, 
General Ilardee was appointed to temporarily sueceed Bragg 
in the general command. 

On astiuming command, Lieutenant-general Ilardee issued 
the following general order to the soldiers of the army of 
Tennessee : 

Dalton, Qa., December 2, 1863. 

General Bragg having been relieved from duty with this 
army, the command has devolved ui)on me. The steady pur- 
pose, the unflinching courage and unsullied patriotism of the 
distinguished leader who has shared your fortunes more than 
two years, will long be remembered by the army and the 
country he served so well. 

I desire to say, on assuming command, that there is no cause 

for discouragement. Tiie overwhelming numbers of the enemy 

forcini us l)ack from Missionary ridge, but the army is still 

intact and in good heart ; our losses were small and were 

rapidly replaced. The country is looking to you with painful 

interest. I feel I can rely upon you. The weak need to be 

cheered by the constant successes of the victors of Shiloh, 

Perry vi He, ^lurfreesboro, and Chickamauga, and require 

such stimulant to 6u>tain their courage and resolution. Let 

the past take care of itself. We care most to secure the 

future. 

W. J. HARDEE, Lieutenant-general. 

With reference to this appointment, it was said that "the 
command had devolved upon Lieutenant-general Ilardee, an 
excellent corps commander, who has borne himself well in 
many of the hardest-fought battles of the war, and who, at 
Missionary ridge, most gallantly maintained his position until 
the rest of Bragg's army gave way. Ilardee was one of the 
very few — probably the only prominent officer — who avowed 
his readiness to serve under Bragg when the President visited 
the army to ascertain its wants. Modesty is so rare now-a- 
days that all were surprised to hear that Ilardee declined the 
command on the ground that he was not qualified for it; and, 
it was only as a temporary arrangement that^he agreed to 
accept this important trust." 
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Shortly afterward 8, a very important address from th^ 
generals in command of the army of Tennessee, was sent to 
the Confederate Congress. This address referred to measures 
best calculated, in the judgment of the signers (Oeneral Har* 
dee's name being at the head pf the list), to maintain the effi- 
ciency and vigor of the army, and was read in the House on 
December 29th, 1862. 

In the month of January, 1863, General Hardee obtained 
leave of absence for a short time, and, on the 13th, was mar- 
ried to Miss Mary T. Lewis, of Oreensboro, Alabama. 

In May, Oeneral Johnston having assumed full oommand of 
the army, Hardee's movements were again merged in those of 
the commander-in-chief, and the Confederate forces. The 
battles that followed have been narrated in previous sketches. 
Hood succeeded Johnston. Atlanta was evacuated; and 
Hardee, when President Davis visited the camp, in SeptembeTi 
was relieved at his own request, and appointed to the com* 
mand of the department of &>uth Carolina, with his head- 
quarters at Charleston. The subsequent events are well 
known. Sherman marched upon Savannah, and Hardee went 
there beforehand to make arrangements for its defence. It 
was, however, found vain to attempt resistance, and, on the 
21st of December, 1864, this important city was evacuated by 
the Confederates, and the victorious Federal forcea entered in 
triumph. Since then, General Hardee, in conjunction with 
General D. 11. Hill, and the general supervision of Beauregard, 
has been at Charleston, preparing against the renewed ad- 
vance of General Sherman in that direction. 

The career of General Hardee has been full of interest and 
important action, and we regret that the limits of a single 
volume, restrict us to so brief an account of one whose distin- 
guished services merit mj;>re than a passing notice. President 
Davis said of him : '' Whoever may have failed, that noble 
Georgian — General Hardee — has done all that could be ex- 
pected of a soldier, or asked of a patriot." Such unqualified 
commendation, from his chosen leader and commander-in- 
chief, needs nothing additional from the pen of any man. 

80 
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leader, and though the cost must have been veiy great, he 
contributed largely towards the equipment. 

At the latter end of May he had all nearly ready, but some 
delay occurred before they could be marched to the seat of 
war in Yirginia, yet he had the good^fortane to arriye in time 
for the battle of Manassas, Jqljr.31, 1861. Here he was im- 
mediately ordered forward to j^^ j^|Q|^on near the Lewis fionsei 
as a support for any troops m^kjfed in that quarter. When 
the Confederates, during a par{of the day, were falling baek 
near the Bobinson House, Hampton, with his I^on, greatly 
aided Generals Bee, Bartow, and Evans, in reooTering tiie lost 
ground. Beantegard says, ^ about noon the commands of 
Bee, Bartow, and'Stans, had taken shelter in a wooded ravine 
behind the Rcdmiapii House, and this was stoutly held at the 
time by Hampton, with his legion, which had made a stand 
there, after having, previously, been as far forward as die 
turnpike, where Lieutenant-colonel Johnst<m, an officer ef 
brilliant promise, was killed, and other severe losses were ana- 

tained I then placcSd - Hampton'k l^on, whieh had 

suflbved greatly, as a reserve to protect the right flank against 
any advance of the enemy from Btone bridge," and, when a 
cliarge was made, in conjunction with the 18th regiment 
(Withers^ of Coke's brigade), he captured several rifle pieces, 
which were immediate^ turned upon the foe. Finally, he 
greatly aided in ^^ restoring the fortunes of the day at a time 
when the enemy, by a last desperate onset, with heavy odds, 
had driven the Confederates from the fiercely contested ground 
about the Henry House." His " soldierly ability" was espe- 
cially noted by the commander-in-chief, who said that 
'' veterans could not have behaved better than his well-led 
regiment." 

In the last charge, however. Colonel Hampton was not per- 
sonally present, having previously been wounded in the head; 
but so highly did Beauregard appreciate the legion, that he 
gave himself, for the time, to the vacant post of their retired 
commander. 

We must not, however, omit mentioning that, during a part 
of the fight, when Colonel Hampton's horse was shot under 
him, he seized a rifle, and said to his men, *^ Watch me, boys; 
do as I do." He then shot down, successively, several of the 
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Federal officers who were leading their forces against him. 
General Beauregard then came up, and said, "Take that bat- 
tery/' Just at that moment the flag of the legion was shot 
down. Beauregard said, "Hand it to me; let me bear the 
Palmetto flag/' He did bear it in the fury of the fight. 
Cul'jnel Johnston, of the legion, was slain in the charge. 

The llami>ton legion promised to defend the flag presented 
to them by the ladies of the Palmetto State, while one of them 
remained to step the field of conflict. That this promise was 
sacredly redeemed, no one can doubt, when he comes to learn 
that of the eight hundred who went into the field on that Sun- 
day, one hundred and ten sealed their fidelity with their blood, 
such being the number of their killed and wounded, according 
to the reports. 

In the subsecpient battles on the Peninsula, from the begin- 
ning of o[)erations at Yorktown, the Ilampton legion was ever 
conspicuous, and at the battle of Seven Pines was especially 
noticed. It is said that the loss amongst them, in killed and 
wounded, was a fraction over one-half their number. "The 
charge of this body of men was gallant and daring beyond all 
description ; and Colonel AVade Ilampton w^as wounded in tlie 
foot." During the battle of Gaines's Mill, June 29th, the 
Ilampton legion again displayed great valor, and, indeed, 
throughout the whole seven days' contest. 

Ilampton was now promoted to the position of Brigadier- 
general of cavalry, under Major-general Stuart, and zealously 
seconded that gallant ofticer in all his daring exploits. We 
may, however, give one or two illustrations of General Hamp- 
ton's own personal doings in these expeditions. In the retreat 
from Antietam, when the enemy's cavalry, under Pleasan ton, 
attacked Lee's pickets in front of Sheperdstown, Hampton's 
brigade had retired through Martinsburg, but, on being re- 
called, si)eedily returned, and aided Colonel W. F. H. Lee in 
rei>ulsing the foe. 

A few days afterwards, he accompanied Stuart on his suc- 
cessful expedition into Maryland, as already mentioned in 
previous sketches. When they arrived near Chambersburg, 
the following incidents occurred, as related by the Federal 
colonel, A. K. McClure. He says : 

" After travelling a mile westward, we were brought to a 
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halt bj a sqnad of mounted men, and infonned that Oeneral 
Hampton was one of the party, to whom we Bhonld address 
ourselves. It was so dark that I could not distingnish him 
from any of his men. Upon being informed that we were m 
committee of citizens, and that there was no organized force 
in town, and no military commander at the poet, he stated, in 
a respectful and soldierlike manner, that he commanded the 
advance of tlie Confederate troops ; that he knew resistance 
would be vain, and he wished the citizens to be fully advised 
of his purpose, so as to avoid needless loss of life and wanton 
destruction of property. He said he had been fired npon at 
Mercersbnrg and Campbellstown, and had great difficulty in 
restraining his troops. He assured us that he would scrupu- 
lously protect citizens ; wou|d allow no soldiers to enter pnblio 
or private houses, unless under command of an pfficer upon 
legitimate business ; that he would take such private property 
as he needed for his government or troops, hn% that he would 
do so by men under officers who would sliow no wanton de- 
struction, and who would give receipts for the same if desired| 
so that claim might be made therefor against the United States 
government. All property belonging to or used My the United 
States, he stated, he would use or destroy at his pleasure, and 
the wounded in hospitals would be paroled. Being an United 
States otHcer myself, I naturally felt some anxiety to know 
what my fate would be if he should discover me, and I modestly 
suggested that there might be some United States officers in 
the town in charge of wounded, stores, or of recruiting offices, 
and asked what disposition would be made of them. He an- 
swered that he would parole them, unless he should have 
special reasons for not doing so, and he instructed us that none 
such should be notified by us to leave town. Here I was in 
an interesting situation. If I remained there it might, in 
General Hampton's opinion, be special reasons for not 
])aroling me, and the fact that he had several citizens of 
Mercersburg with him as prisoners did not diminish my appro* 
hensions. If I should leave, as I had ample opportunity after* 
wards to do, I might be held as violating my own agreement, 
and to w hat extent my family and property might suffer in 
consequence, conjecture had a very wide range. With sixty 
acres of corn in shock, and three bams full of grain, excellent 
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farm and saddle lu»rscs, and a niiniher of l>eftt blooded cattle, 
the question oi' property wjis worthy of a thought. I resolved 
to stiiv, as I felt so hound l»y the terms of surrender, and take 
my clmnce of disovery and parole." 

During the time Chanihershurg was occupied, General 
Hampton was appointed military governor; and, in reference 
to his whole proceedings, Stuart, in his rep<»rt, observes: 
" Ihigadier-general Hampton ... is entitled to my lasting 
gratitude for his coolness in danger, and obedience to oi^ 
ders/' 

General Hampton, in the beginning of December, 1862, 
entered Dumfries one morning about three o'clock, and cap- 
tured several Federal soldiers, besides doing much damage to 
government stores. A few days afterwards he made a rich 
haul on a government train in the neighborhood of Occoquan. 
There were twenty- seven cars laden with the choicest articles 
for the gay Christmas season. Many of the articles cap- 
tured were labelled '* Christmas presents for General Burn- 
side,'' and consisted of tine brandies, segars and wines. Be- 
sides these there was a good supply of sutlers' stores, embra- 
cing boots and shoes, gauntlets, and nearly every other article 
necessary for the comfort of man during the cold season. In 
addition, 170 soldiers who were guarding the train were made 
prisoners. 

A little later, in the beginning of January, 1863, ho crossed 
the Rappahannock, with one hundred and twenty cavalry, and 
fell in with ninety-two men, including five officers, of the 
Pennsylvania cavalry, capturing them without a shot being 
tired, and obtaining a great prize of valuable carbines, one 
hundred horses and their equipments, not to mention the warm 
overcoats of the men, which are no slight item in the month 
of January. 

At the battleof Gettysburg, General Hampton was wounded 
thrice — once in the hip, from a shrapnel, and two severe sabre- 
cuts in the head. Tliis compelled him to retire awhile from his 
command ; but his active spirit would not brook a longer 
absence than was imperative. Therefore we find him again 
zealously engaged with Stuart, the two Lees, and his gallant 
men, in many other raids and adventures. These, however, 
have already been alluded to, and we must pass on to the time 
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when, having been made a major-general, he had command <|f 

the cavalry, after the death of Staart. 

During the latter part of May and b^inning of Jane, 1864^ 
he was constantly engaged pressing the enemy's cavalryi and 
obtained several advantages over them. On the 12tb, Hamp* 
ton and Fitz Hugh Lee encountered Sheridan, Cnster, Torbert, 
and Gregg at Trevilan station ; and on the 20th snccessfally 
attacked the Federals stationed at the White-house. Five days 
afterwards, the enemy's cavalry advanced to a place called 
Nance's shop, and intrenched themselves. Hampton qniokly 
followed, and drove them away, pursuing them till 9 p. x., 
to within iwo miles of Charles City Conrt-honse. ^ Great 
credit," says Lee, in his report, ^^ if due to General Hamptoa 
and his command, for their handsome success." 

On the 26th of August he attacked a body of the aiemy'a 
cavalry, about four miles beyond Beams' station, and rottted 
them. It was about this time he was made oommandeisn- 
chief of all the cavalry in the army of North Virginia, and 
was thenceforth considered as General Lee's Master of Hon»^ 
a position of no slight dignity in snoh times. But tlie moat 
exciting affair, and especially one peculiarly serviceable, waa 
his foray upon the commissariat of General Grants 

In the middle of September, there arrived in the Federal 
camp 2,4SG head of cattle, in splendid order. These were put 
to graze in the neighborhood of Sycamore Church, not far 
from the James river, east of City Point, and had been cot 
lected by the Federal commissariat with great care. Hearing 
of this, Hampton, with W. F. H. Lee's division, Rosser's and 
Dearing s brigades, and Graham's and McGregor's batteries, 
started early one morning to capture them. Taking a wide 
circuit round the Federal army, the Confederates suddenly 
came upon the surprised forces, stati(med on their right, 
on Thursday night. A fight ensued : the enemy's position 
was carried ; and the cattle not only captured, but safely 
driven back to the Confederate lines, after another sharp en- 
gagement with some cavalry under General Gregg. What the 
great prize really was, may be judged from the following re- 
marks in a Richmond paper: "The Federal commissaries buy 
beeves of the largest size for the use of their armies in Vir- 
ginia. The expense and trouble of transportation, which are 
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in proportion to numbers, make this very expedient. The 
beeves taken in Hampton's late expedition are judged, by a 
London grazier, to weigh 800 pounds net. Twenty-four 
hundred and eighty-six beeves at 800 pounds, would make an 
aggregate of 1,988,800 pounds, or within a fraction of two mil- 
lioiis ofjKnmJfi. This, distributed in daily rations of a pound 
each, would feed 1,000 men for nearly 2,000 days, 10,000 men 
for 200 days, or 50,000 for 40 days, and so forth. It is a very 
nice addition to our commissariat, for which we are very much 
obliged to Mr. Grant, and particularly to General Hampton 
and liis braves." 

A short time after this, he again " routed the enemy, cap- 
turing two stands of colors, and about five hundred prisoners, 
including five colonels, and thirteen other oflScers." 

On the 27th of October he attacked the enemy in the rear, 
while General Mahone struck them in the flank, on the Boyd- 
ton phink-road. It is said, that on this occasion "General 
Hampton and his cavalry rendered a service which the coun- 
try cannot too higlily appreciate." In the engagement, how- 
ever, one of his sons was killed, and another wounded. Since 
then he has been incessantly occupied with the cavalry, in 
harassing the enemy, and participating in the various move- 
ments of the army around Richmond. Lately, we find that 
he has been promoted to be a lieutenant-general. 

The family residence of General Hampton is in Columbia, 
South Carolina, and is known by all Southerners as the abode 
of hospitality, and, also, one of the handsomest places in the 
entire South. Of his personal characteristics, the following 
may be interesting. 

A writer in the liiclnnond Press observes: " He is said to 
be in the prime of life, of a strong natural understanding con- 
siderably cultivated, of immense physical strength and activity^ 
of wonderful endurance, and of inexhaustible energy. He 
has been all his life passionately addicted to field-sports and 
w^ood-craft, in both of which he is said to excel most men of 
his day. One faculty, of the last importance to an officer 
holding such a command as his, ho is said to possess in a very 
remarkable degree — that, namely, of becoming acquainted in- 
stantly, and almost instinctively, with all the features of what- 
ever locality he may happen to pass over. To such an extent 
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is this faculty developed, that we liave heard it said, if he ^ 
blindfolded, and eanied thirty milea into a forest in which Im 
had never been before, he would find out where he was in five 
minutes after the removal of the bandage. He never camps a 
day in a neighborhood without making himself snfliciently ac- 
quainted with all the roads, by-roads and hog^paths, to act as 
guide. His courage is of that calm, deliberate, imperturbable 
character, which Napoleon described as the ^^two o'clock in 
the morning'' courage, and which consists in never being 
thrown off the proper balance by any surprise, no matter how 
sudden, or any danger, no matter how little foreseen. Yet, no 
man is more impetuous in the charge, or more rapid in the 
pursuit General Hampton possesses another qualification 
very important in a cavalry officer, and yet not always pos- 
sessed even by goad cavalry officers. He is passionately fond of 
horses, and an uncommonly fine judge of them ; takes a pleas- 
ure in studying their nature and wants, and thus affords 
the best guarantee that he will make his men attend to them. 
When we add, that he is a splendid rider, a practical swmLs- 
man, and an excellent shot; but above all, that he iii what 
Carlyle calls ' an earnest man,' with no frivolity or childishness 
about him, but devoted, with all the deep enthusiasm of his 
nature, to the cause in which he is engaged, we have said 
enough, we think, to show that the cavalry of Oeneral Lee's 
army is in very good hands.' 
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